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Isaiah 29:15
Woe unto them that 
seek deep to hide 
their counsel from the 
LORD, and their works 
are in the dark, and 
they say, Who seeth us? 
and who knoweth us?

The Straight Forward FREE Press
 is now ONLINE on Google!

www.straightforwardfreepress.com
Check it out and enjoy!

A Veteran - whether active duty, discharged, retired 
or reserve - is someone who, at one point in their life, 
wrote a blank check made payable to "The United 
States of America" to uphold and defend our Consti-
tution, for an amount of "up to and including my life". 
That is honor, and there are way too many people in 

Education Special
 
The Teacher Feature
 

Story by John Bankel
 
Just about everybody in America, past the age of 5, has gone to school and 
many have a favorite teacher in mind.  Most teachers toil in obscurity and 
for little pay and the dedicated ones would have it no other way, for their re-
ward is not material; it is spiritual. The impact that a good teacher has in a stu-
dent's life is immeasurable.  In today's Teacher Feature we will meet Susan 
Cox, the embodiment of a dedicated educator and a top tier teacher and coach. 

The Bible talks about the 
"gift of teaching."  Susan 
Cox, who has dedicated her-
self to teaching and coach-
ing over the last 46 years 
has the "gift."  She was born 
and raised and still lives in 
Stilwell.  When I asked Su-
san what influenced her to 
go into education, she said, 
"I grew up in a family of 
teachers."  It was while in 
high school that she made 
the decision to go to NSU 
to earn a degree in elemen-
tary education.  Her father, 
Carthel Means, had become 
the principal at Maryetta, so 
it was only natural that she 
would join his staff and that 

is where she remained for the 
duration of her career.  Al-
though Susan taught several 
different grades, her main-
stay was Kindergarten.  Here 
is what she told me: "I love 
teaching and coaching!  My 
greatest highlights as a teach-
er and coach were loving the 
children, praying for them 
and watching them grow in 
knowledge and achieve their 
goals.  I fell in love with each 
class, prayed for my students 
everyday and tried to make 
learning fun and memo-
rable."  Cox was a high 
achiever herself, excelling 
not only in the classroom 
but also as an athlete.  She 

recalls playing on the first 
Stilwell girls State champi-
onship basketball team.  Her 
success as an athlete carried 
over into her success as a 
coach, not only in basketball, 
but also in softball and track.  
As a matter of fact, she told 
me, somewhat abashedly, 
that "I became addicted to 
coaching." She worked on 
instilling 3 tenets into her 
athletes: Desire, Dedication 
and Determination.  And Su-
san lived her tenets.  She is 
a tireless teacher.  Perhaps 
one of her greatest highlights 
during her time at Maryetta 
came in the year 1988 when 
Maryetta received The Na-

tional School Of Excellence 
award.  35 members of the 
staff traveled to Washington 
DC to be honored by then 
President Ronald Reagan.  
Susan recalls how that was 
the first time flying for her.  
She also added that a team 
of judges had spent a week 
at the school, not interview-
ing the teachers and staff, as 
one might expect, but spend-
ing all their time with the 
students!  No doubt to get 
honest answers?  Although 
she has officially retired 
from the Maryetta classroom 
and the athletic field, Susan 
is by no means (no pun in-
tended) finished teaching.  

She recently achieved her 
ministerial license.  She puts 
it to good use working with 
Feed My Sheep ministries, 
aiding those in dire need for 
not only spiritual guidance 
but also for practical help in 
getting their lives back on 
track.  Susan Cox continues 
to serve the people.  In her 
words, "Teaching, praying 
and loving is my passion."  
That is the legacy that she 
will leave to Stiwell and all 
of Adair County.  Once a 
teacher, always a teacher.

Susan Cox: Once A Teacher, Always A Teacher
Susan Cox telling her story...

Emergency service is vi-
tal to the well-being of any 
community.  Emergencies 
are events we do not spend 
much time thinking about, 
only when they happen.  And 
when they do, a call to 911 is 
often the best remedy.  It was 
just about 5 years ago when 
Tina Longshore was hired 
by Adair County to begin the 
daunting task of moderniz-
ing the County 911 dispatch 
system.  This project was 
mandated by the 911 Okla-
homa Management Author-
ity.  The project is expected 
to be completed by the end of 
2023.  Tina is a strong Chris-
tian woman.  She said, "I pray 
everyday for the strength 
and wisdom that I need to 
carry my work through."  
She came on board with no 
direct experience.  What 
she did have is an extensive 
background in business.  
She grew up in Springdale 

and, following high school, 
worked in both the banking 
and electric co-op industry in 
NW Arkansas.  It was while 
working at the Bank that she 
became fast friends with a 
gal whose family had moved 
from California to establish 
a Spanish speaking church 
in the Springdale area.  As a 
result of that friendship, Tina 
not only grew spiritually but 
also became fluent in Span-
ish.  Adair County has a 911 
Director who is bi-lingual!  
And that is a plus!  Tina's 
first assignment was to begin 
mapping the County for 911 
addresses.  She said, "While 
I enjoyed doing that, learn-
ing along the way, there were 
times when I would have to 
go out and search for an ad-
dress.  This took me to some 
very remote places at which 
I would get chased off men-
acingly by someone who did 
not want to be found!"  Her 

first office was a shared space 
in the Election Board Office.  
From there she moved to the 
basement of the Courthouse.  
Since the ultimate goal was 
to centralize the 911 dispatch, 
which now exists in 3 differ-
ent locations, a much larger 
space was needed.  When the 
American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA) funds came through, 
the County took advantage 
by purchasing the late Dr. 
Taylor's Clinic building on 
West Locust.  Tina took me 
around and showed me the 
ample space for the dispatch-
ers along with 2 kitchens and 
a large board meeting room 
and several rooms for offic-
es.  Tina's office has the sign 
"Doctor's Office" on the door 
and, after all, calling 911 is 
just what the doctor ordered, 
is it not?  The only piece of 
the puzzle missing is the $1.4 
million grant expected to be
approved in March which 

will be used for furniture and 
all the dispatch equipment.  
Tina expects to have about 
18 people working out of the 
new Adair County 911 Call 
Center.  With Tina Long-
shore at the helm, the people 
of Adair County are in good 
hands.  Who You Gonna Call?

Who You Gonna Call? 
The Adair County 911 Call Center

911 Director Tina Longshore

Commentary by John Bankel
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MOMENTS WITH MARIE
By Donna Boecher Dear John,

Vocabulary wordVocabulary word –   famous   famous – well or widely – well or widely 
known, first-rate, celebrated in public re-known, first-rate, celebrated in public re-
port.  port.  

Ex. She was famous for playing Kitty in the Ex. She was famous for playing Kitty in the 
TV series Gunsmoke.TV series Gunsmoke.
  

Serial No. 20
Where had Rachael gone 
next?  There were moun-
tains relatively close that 
had hiking trails. No one 
would have suspected her 
to stay local. Plus, Rachael 
Campbell knew they were 
too lazy both physically 

and mentally to imagine it. 
They’d be checking the bus-
es that stopped at the Organ 
Gas & Grocery, and then 
deposited riders 45 minutes 
later in Las Cruces. They’d 
never think she’d bought 
water, Lance crackers, and 
candy bars before walking 

off into the Organ Moun-
tains that ran along the Rio 
Grande River. If need be, 
she could cross into Mexi-
co. Where there was a will, 
there had to be a way! But 
Michael and Marie knew, 
they asked the right ques-
tions of the right people. Dear John,

I’m going to give away my age with this.  Back in the 
day we had names for people, like good-looking guys 
were studs, and girls’ chicks.  Nowadays it seems the 
young people are tiptoeing around just trying to figure 
out what gender someone really is and more labels than I 
can count.  When I was a kid no one wanted to be called 
a dork, nerd, or the Q word.  My granddaughter corrects 
me constantly because I use the wrong pronouns.  She 
has a friend who is transitioning, and they don’t want 
to be called him.  “They” sure don’t look like a girl to 
me.  I really feel sorry for them or they because it’s hard 
enough growing up just trying to be yourself.   What do 
you make of all this John?

Granny Theythem

Dear Grannytheythem...it is a topsy turvy society in 
which we find ourselves.  Dear John never did like using 
pronouns.  Their use often leads to confusion, trying to 
figure out which "they" or "them" they are referring to.  
As a matter of fact, "they" are the ones that seem to be 
calling the shots.  The question Dear John always had 
was, "Who are they?" and "Who do they think they are?"  
Through the years, it has only gotten worse.  We (us'uns 
in Oklahoma vernacular) need to resist theythem.  Sadly, 
however, we may be too late because "they" got to the 
kids with their Pronoun Protocol.  As for your grand-
daughter, let her know you are not playing this inane 
game.  Go Granny, go Granny, go Granny, go.
 
Sincerely,
 
Dear John
 
Have you got a questin for Dear John?  email: dear-
john@writeme.com  Real Name Not Used.
Copyright 2023.  All Rights Reserved.

January is school board appreciation month and we’d like 
to thank our members individually each week! 
Sandy Ritter is our Stilwell School Board President. 

Thank you for your service in helping Stilwell children 
thrive!  #stilwellspirit

THE KIPLING KORNERTHE KIPLING KORNER

A Dog for Jesus
(Where dogs go when they die)

“I wish someone had 
given Jesus a dog.

As loyal and loving as 
mine.

To sleep by His manager 
and gaze in His eyes

And adore Him for being 
divine.

As our Lord grew to 
manhood His faithful dog,

Would have followed Him 
all through the day.

While He preached to the 
crowds and 

Made the sick well

And knelt in the garden to 
pray.

It is sad to remember that 

Christ went away.

To face death alone and 
apart.

With no tender dog 
following close behind,

To comfort its Master’s 
Heart.

And when Jesus rose on 
Eastern mourn,

How happy He would 
have been,

As His dog kissed His 
hand and barked it’s 
delight

For The One who died for 
all men.

Well, the Lord has a dog 
now, I just sent Him mine.

The old pal so dear to me.

And I smile through my 
tears on this first day 
alone,

Knowing they’re in 
eternity.

Day after day, the whole 
day through, 

Wherever my road 
inclined,

Four feet said, “Wait I’m 
coming with you!”

And trotted along 
behind.”

                                     The Lighter SideThe Lighter Side

I was driving past the gas 
station. There were 
two signs in the window, 
“help wanted” and 
“self-service,” so I went in 
and hired myself.

Steven Wright

I love being married. It’s so 
great to find one 
special person you want to 
annoy for the rest of 
your life.

Rita Rudner

You know, somebody actu-
ally complimented me 
on my driving today. They 
left a little note on 
the windscreen, it said 
“Parking Fine.” So that 
was nice.

Tim Vine
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THE CONSERVATIVE VIEWTHE CONSERVATIVE VIEW
By Russell TurnerBy Russell Turner

THE NEED FOR A TAILECTOMYTHE NEED FOR A TAILECTOMY

John's Humor Mill 
Joke of the Week

Contest 5.0

Markwayne Mullin 
Sworn in as United States Senator

Washington, D.C. – Yester-
day, Senator Markwayne 
Mullin (R-OK) was offi-
cially sworn in as the 19th 
Senator for the State of 
Oklahoma. With his fam-
ily by his side, Senator 
Mullin was administered 
the oath of office with the 
Bible that his grandfa-
ther, Kenneth “Cowboy” 
Morris carried with him 
on D-Day and through-
out the Second World War. 

Senator Mullin released 
the following statement: 

“I am incredibly humbled 
and honored to serve the 
people of Oklahoma in 
the United States Senate. 
Having the opportunity to 
represent the state where 

six generations of fam-
ily before me put down 
roots, where I was raised, 
and where Christie and I 
have raised our family is a 
blessing and a responsibil-
ity I will never take lightly. 

As your Senator, I will al-
ways fight for the values 
we hold dear and defend 
our constitutional freedoms 
that make this country 
great. Thank you to the peo-
ple of Oklahoma for put-
ting their faith in me. Each 
day in my service to you I 
have said, ‘love the people, 
love the call.’ That mantra 
will continue as I begin this 
new post as the 19th Sena-
tor for Oklahoma. Now 
it’s time to get to work.”

     There are all kinds of 
operations, such as hyster-
ectomies, which require 
skilled, dedicated surgeons 
to do the job. You may 
wonder what kind of op-
eration a Tailectomy is, it 
requires no medical proce-
dure and no hospital stay. 
Anyone with any desire to 
better themselves and their 
fellow Americans can do 
this procedure themselves. 
Simply put, it only re-
quires a change of attitude 
and the willingness to get 
our heads out of our back-
sides. Far too many of our 
citizens have placed their 
faith in the Biden admin-
istration and his chorus 
of morons. All we have to 
do is to open our eyes and 
see what they are doing to 
our country. The foolish 
policies, the outright lies, 
and blatant hypocrisy are 
evident wherever you look.
     The most recent embar-
rassment from the White 
House is the discovery of 
classified documents in Joe 
Biden’s home and offices. 
The mainstream media is 
so quick to run interfer-
ence for resident Biden is 
absurd. The media is still 
obsessed with condemn-
ing Trump for having so-
called classified documents 
at Mar-A-Lago, and trying 
to turn the American people 
against him instead of re-
ally looking at the two is-
sues objectively. The differ-
ence is very simple, Donald 
Trump putting a classified 

document while he is presi-
dent into a box to send to 
Mar-A-Lago so he has ac-
cess to it after his term ex-
pires, declassifies the docu-
ment.  It’s that simple. The 
Vice President has no such 
power or authority, and let 
us remember Joe Biden was 
not president at that time.  
It would not surprise me 
for some of this classified 
information to deal with 
some of the biggest cash 
cows that the Bidens enjoy.
     It is no secret that the 
Biden family has become 
rich dealing with countries 
that are hostile to the Unit-
ed States, among them are 
China and Ukraine. Just be-
fore the 2020 election, the 
Hunter Biden laptop story 
was suppressed by social 
media and the mainstream 
media, there was even a let-
ter by around 50 so-called 
intelligence experts who 
signed the letter stating that 
it was Russian disinforma-
tion. Now some of those 
same people are walking 
back their statement that 
it was Russian disinfor-
mation. We have the DOJ 
and the FBI that have been 
made into political weap-
ons to be used on anyone 
who does not agree with 
the woke agenda that is 
promoted by the left. I also 
find it ironic that all of this 
information only becomes 
known after the elections.
     All of the things that are 
happening to our country 
are nothing new. We have 

deluded ourselves into 
thinking nothing bad will 
come of all of the corrup-
tion that is all around us, 
but history proves differ-
ently. In the early part of 
the 20th century, the people 
of Germany were the most 
educated and had the most 
advanced technology in 
the world; they, too, were 
deluded into believing be-
cause of their technology 
and education nothing bad 
would happen, boy were 
they wrong. We need to 
remind ourselves that hu-
mans are not benevolent, 
there are those who care 
nothing about the freedom 
of others and will do any-
thing to satisfy their own 
selfish desires. A tailec-
tomy does not cost any-
thing,  it only requires all of 
us to look at the facts and 
stop believing all of the lies 
that are being thrown at us.       

Game 3 of 6
 
The Kontest kontinues with game 3.  If you have not yet 
gotten into the game, there is still plenty of time to do 
so.  The winner gets $25 cash and a new calculator so 
jump in and see how much fun you can have by solving 
a Krypto.  This week you are playing with 5, 18, 24, 7, 
11.  The answer is 7.  Remember, you must use all 5 of 
the numbers and any combination of addition, subtrac-
tion, multiplication and division to write an expression 
that equals the answer.  Give it a try; it is just for fun and 
maybe a prize?  

A rubber band pistol was confiscated from algebra 
class because

it was a weapon of math disruption.

They Risked It All/It’s the TruthThey Risked It All/It’s the Truth  
MEMORIES OF FARM AND FAMILYMEMORIES OF FARM AND FAMILY

By Donna Boecher   

WE ALL ARE TRAVEL-
ERS. Each day we take 
risks, moving forward in 
life. My grandmother, Ber-
tha Renfroe Harris moved 
from the Arkansas moun-
tains to the Arkansas riv-
erside, and finally to the 
Oklahoma hills of Zion 
Community in Adair Coun-
ty. Her trip was by train 
and her household goods 
by wagon over dirt roads. 
Today we travel by car 
and plane, and experience 
events immediately through 
television, radio, and “so-
cial media outlets.” Now, 

her great-grandchildren 
can and do travel between 
continents! Always we 
are learning of other races 
and cultures. This com-
ing Sunday, January 29th 
on TLC Channel 183 at 7 
Central time Bertha’s great-
granddaughter will show 
us what happens when you 
travel afar, learn of another 
culture, and seriously con-
sider the ramifications of an 
INTERCONTINENTAL 
relationship. Hope you’ll 
tune in or record to enjoy 
later. Just so you know, my 
mother Maxine Harris Cur-

tis started this family-wide 
yearning to travel when she 
followed my father over-
seas in 1939 where he was 
working for Texaco. He 
met her ship in Bombay 
after they were separated 
for 9 months. Both she and 
my father wrote of their 
time ABROAD. Mother’s 
dream was to write, and she 
did – in her 1936 diary and 
through decades of detailed, 
exciting letters to family 
and friends.  Her memen-
tos and letters created for 
us a desire to travel, learn, 
and speak proper English.

SCRIPTURE
 1 Corinthians 13:13  KJV

Scripture sponsored by:
Faith Tabernacle

Corner of Hwy. 51 & Piney Road
 Stilwell, OK

1 Corinthians 13:13

13 And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; 

but the greatest of these is charity.

Searching for a Word –  infamous  infamous, having , having 
an exceedingly bad reputation; notorious.an exceedingly bad reputation; notorious.

Ex. The infamous Huey Long in Louisiana was ac-Ex. The infamous Huey Long in Louisiana was ac-
cused of intimidation and bribery to pass his reforms cused of intimidation and bribery to pass his reforms 
in the legislature.in the legislature.
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WHAT’S  SO PUNNY?WHAT’S  SO PUNNY?  
Pun FunPun Fun

ADAIR COUNTY 
HIGH SCHOOL 

BASKETBALL ROUNDUP
Commentary by John Bankel

ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAILON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL
COMMENTARY BY JOHN BANKEL        

Today's Trail Treks To..
The Rear View Mirror...Part 4

 
What Watts Once Was

This story is being told 
by Lynette Langley, Watts 
High School valedicto-
rian, class of 1984.  Her 
story was published in 
the 1988 High School 
Yearbook, The Engi-
neer.  We pick it up from 
where we left off in Part 3:
 
Today Watts is only an 
empty shell of its former 
self.  Its population has 
dwindled to about three 
hundred.  The only busi-
nesses are the Watts Dis-
count Center (grocery and 
furniture store), Waldrop's 
Liquor store, the Watts 
Auction, Davidson's Mo-
tel and Restaurant, two 
gas stations and a car 
wash.  Thanks to a federal 
grant, the crumbling old 
depot was finally rebuilt 
in 1982 because, with its 
many sidetracks, Watts 
still serves as a switching 

station for the KCS Rail-
way Company.  The pub-
lic school is the only thing 
in Watts that has grown in 
the last few years, largely 
because of consolidation.  
Most of the local social 
activities revolve around 
the school, with its foot-
ball and basketball games, 
chili suppers, carnivals, 
and other fund raising 
activities.  Some people 
from other towns and rival 
schools like to make fun 
of my hometown, calling 
it "Watts Holler" because 
it is so small.  They see 
nothing except the empty 
streets and the lifeless 
buildings and their vacant-
ly staring windows.  To 
them, Watts is only a dead 
town.  But to those who pry 
into the dusty corners for 
its history and to the older 
residents who remember 
its brighter days, Watts 

has a past to be proud of.  
While there is much 
more to tell of this tale, 
let us let the past serve 
as the Prologue of the fu-
ture.  For today our sto-
ry has come to an end.  
Stay tuned for the final 
part, Part 5, of the story 
"What Watts Once Was."
 
Today's Trail has come 
to an end.  Perhaps we 
will meet again  around 
the bend my friend.  
May your Trail end up 
on the right side of the 
fence.  Vaya con Dios!
 
John Bankel is a freelance 
journalist and a retired 
High School Math teacher 
who can be reached at: 
writewright@journalist.
com
Copyright 2023.  All 
Rights Reserved.

Puns are on the run in this 
issue with an new batch 
for your giggling plea-
sure.  Nothing like laugh-
ter to soothe the soul!  
As the Proverb says, "A 
merry heart doeth good, 
like medicine."  
 
1.  Fake News:  What do 
you call a fake noodle?  
An impasta.
2.  Oh Doggy:  What 
did the 3 legged dog say 
when he hobbled into 
the saloon? "I'm looking 
for the man who shot my 
paw."
3.  Brushed Aside:  What 
is red and smells like blue 

paint.   Red paint.
4.  Locked Up:  What 
happended when the 
world's  otnuge twister 
champion got arrested?  
They gave him a tough 
sentence.
5.  The Cat's Meow:  
What do cats eat for 
breakfast?  Mice Crispies.
 
Well, if you have not 
laughed by now it may 
be because you lost your 
funny bone?  Maybe your 
ribs were tickled instead?  
Stick around for more 
PUN FUN in the next 
issue. 

In their most recent game, 
on Jan. 21 vs. Oaks Mis-
sion, the Cave Springs 
boys lost 66-53.  Up next 
is a non-district home 
game vs. Braggs.  Game 
time 7:15 pm.
 
The Lady Hornets took 
on Stilwell on Jan. 23 in 
a non-district away game.  
No score was available at 
press time.
Next up at Braggs.  Game 
time 5:30 pm.
 
Watts Engineers: Boys 
and Girls
 

On Jan. 27, the Watts 
Engineers, along with 
the Lady Engineers, take 
to the road and head to 
Oaks Mission in a district 
game.  Game time 7:30 
pm.
 
Westville Yellowjackets: 
Boys and Girls
 
The Yellowjackets and the 
Lady Yellowjackets play 
2 games this week: a non-
district home game vs. 
Colcord, game time 6 pm 
girls and 8 pm boys and 
a District away game vs. 
Central ( Salisaw ).  Game 

Cave Springs Hornets:  Boys and Girls

THE WELL
There was a man who 
went to the well 

To fetch a bucket of water
But when he got there he 
could tell

That he didn't think he 
oughter

For way down below in 
the water

Swimming around and 
around in the well
He saw a fat and furry old 
otter

Getting slower and slower 

he could tell

Do you need some help 
from the well?

The man called down to 
the otter

I’m having a great swim, 
can’t you tell?

A bucket would just 
splash the water.

Again the man looked 
down in the well

And said to the swimming 
otter

I came here to wash away 
the smell

So here’s some soap for 
the water

The moral of this little 
poem

Is simple and easy to tell
Don't drink if it smells 
like otter

Only drink if it smells like 
it oughter.

R.L. Knight 2023

Then and Now
           Then 
Back in the day when people raised chickens all they 
had to worry about was keeping them out of the veg-
etable garden
                      Now
Today if people raise chickens, they have to worry 
about them getting into the pot (marijuana) garden.
Politics then and now
                              Then
The slogan used to be “a chicken in every pot.”

                                         Now
It is “pot in every chicken.”
I wonder if this is where the “chicken pot pie comes 
from?”
Just a thought.      
                                             Ronny VannSome people could be given an entire field 

of roses and only see the thorns in it. Others 
could be given a single weed and only see the 
wildflower in it. Perception is a key component 
to gratitude. And gratitude a key component to joy.

Amy Weatherly
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Boys and Girls Basketball Update
Commentary by John Bankel

SPOTLIGHT
STILWELL SPORTS 

Candidates interested in filing for municipal office in 2 Adair County municipalities 
will file Declarations of Candidacy beginning 8 a.m. Monday, February 6, 2023.

Jan Wilhite, Secretary of the Adair County Election Board, said Declaration of 
Candidacy forms must be completed and submitted to the County Election Board 
no later than 5 p.m. Wednesday, February 8, 2023 when the filing period ends. Wil-
hite reminds voters that Contests of Candidacy must be filed no later than Friday, 
February 10 and may only be filed by another candidate for that office, unless a 
candidate files unopposed.

Declarations of Candidacy will be accepted for the following offices:
Town of Watts, Board of Trustees 2 positions

Town of Westville, Board of Trustees 3 positions and Town Clerk/Treasurer.
Declaration of Candidacy forms can be downloaded from the State Election Board 
website at oklahoma.gov/elections or by contacting your County Election Board 
office at 918-696-7221 or adaircounty@elections.ok.gov. 

The municipal offices at stake in Town of Watts and Westville will be filled in the 
nonpartisan General Election scheduled April 4, 2023. 
      
The Adair County Election Board is located at 220 W Division, Stilwell, Ok. and is 
open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.

CANDIDATE FILING BEGINS FOR MUNICIPAL OFFICES

PRESS RELEASE
FOR RELEASE: January 25, 2023

CONTACT: Jan Wilhite, Secretary of Adair Election Board, 918-696-7221 or 
adaircounty@elections.ok.gov

Stilwell Community Choir Stilwell Community Choir meets Stilwell Community Choir meets Tues-meets Stilwell Community Choir meets Tues-
day, January 24th at First United Methodist Church, 7 pm.  For more info day, January 24th at First United Methodist Church, 7 pm.  For more info 
contact Mary Catherine 918-696-9061.contact Mary Catherine 918-696-9061.

Bethel Church ServiceBethel Church Service:  1st Saturday of the month and last Saturday of the 
month, service at 5 p.m.-?  Rodney Chuculate.

Adair County Litter-Free & Green Adair County Litter-Free & Green   Adair County Litter-Free & 
Green will change its location for the Recycle Day event beginning Janu-
ary 21st, 2023. The new site will be behind Vonnie’s Pawn Shop at 101 
West Walnut Street in Stilwell. Patrons will enter from 1st Street, proceed 
into the alley directly behind the pawn shop, and exit onto 2nd Street. 
“We believe that this location will work better for our volunteer workers 
and the public since it is centrally located,” says Cathy Unger, Co-Chair. 
     The hours of operation and types of recyclable items that are accepted 
will remain the same: paper, cardboard, glass, plastic #1 and #2, metal, 
plastic grocery bags, aluminum, and clothing that is clean and in good 
condition. You can find a more detailed list on our Facebook page under 
Adair County Litter-Free & Green. Below is a list of projected recycle 
dates which will only change if there are inclement weather conditions 
that day. For more information, you may contact Cathy Unger at 918-696-
1178 or Joyce Radtke at 918-696-7316.    
Dates for 2023:
Jan 21, Feb 18, March 18, April15, May20, June 17, July 15, Aug 18, 
Sept 16, Oct. 21, Nov 18, Dec 16    

Flint Lodge Monthly BreakfastFlint Lodge Monthly Breakfast from 7 a.m. to 10 a.m. the first Saturday of 
each Month.  Flint Lodge is located at 83705 Hwy 59 South, Stilwell.
12 & Older:  $8.00, Children:    $4.00 and under 5  Free
10:00 Sunday Morning10:00 Sunday Morning Service Bethal ChurchBethal Church Everyone Welcome

Clara Mae (Gonzales) Kimble
February 3, 1943 ~ January 16, 
2023 (age 79)

Roberta Sue (Locust) Navarro
August 27, 1978 ~ January 13, 
2023 (age 44)

Charles Dwayne Unger
October 31, 1960 ~ January 
11, 2023 (age 62)

Mary Ann (Choate) Cain
February 18, 1938 ~ Janu-
ary 15, 2023 (age 84)

Bobby Dewane Scott
July 7, 1945 - January 18, 2023

Funeral services will be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Janu-
ary 28, 2023 at Roberts/Reed-Culver Chapel, Stilwell, OK. 
Interment followed at Spade Mountain Cemetery, Stilwell.

Over the past weekend, 
the Stilwell Indians and 
Lady Indians played in the 
Old Fort Classic tourna-
ment in Ft. Gibson.  The 
Indians, who entered the 
tournament with an 11-2 
mark and ranked #10 in 
the State in Class 4A, 
came away with winning 
all 3 games for a first 
place finish and a move 

up to a #7 state ranking 
now at 14-2. In the finals, 
the Indians bested Cush-
ing 48-42. It is the third 
tournament this season 
where the Indians played 
for the championship, 
having won 2 of those 3.  
The boys seem to be prim-
ing for a deep run into the 
state playoffs.  Their only 
losses were to Roland and 

Tulsa Edison Prep, a 5A 
school.  Their next game 
will be at home on 1/27 vs. 
Roland for pay back time. 
The girls also came home 
with some loot, taking a 
Coweta squad to task 51-
46 for a third place finish.  
Next will be Roland at 
home.  Game time is 6 pm.
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Let’s Eat...

co� ee • bakery • steaksco� ee • bakery • steaks

Stilwell, OK

WOOdS fEEdWOOdS fEEd
69652 US-5969652 US-59

Westville, Ok. 74965Westville, Ok. 74965

(918) 930-2168(918) 930-2168

Exceptional Flavor *Locally Raised
*Antibiotic Free
*Hormone Free
*USDA Inspected

CALL US  @ 918-507-1943

GROUND BEEFGROUND BEEF  $6.00 LB$6.00 LB
Ask about other available cutsAsk about other available cuts

Competitive PricesCompetitive Prices
Pick Up & Delivery 
Stillwell, Ok.

Convenience Store
Resturant - Full Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner Menu

* Daily Food SpecialsDaily Food Specials
* Grab & Go Deli Items* Grab & Go Deli Items

*Fuel - Beer*Fuel - Beer
*Local Vender Items*Local Vender Items

*Wingman Pizza = By the slice or*Wingman Pizza = By the slice or
Whole Pizza - Dine-in or Carry - outWhole Pizza - Dine-in or Carry - out

5 miles South of Westville or5 miles South of Westville or
9 miles North of Stilwell9 miles North of Stilwell

918-930-9321   Baron, Ok.918-930-9321   Baron, Ok.

Visit us on Facebook 5S Baron StationVisit us on Facebook 5S Baron Station

Deb’s Hair DepotDeb’s Hair Depot
24 N. 1st

Stilwell, OK
Owner–Darrell & Deby Lacie

Stylists:Stylists:     • Deby 
                  • Lana 
                  • Rhonda
                  • Halle 

918-696-3283918-696-3283

The Straight Forward
FREE
FREE Press

Brought to you By:

Hodge Podge Hodge Podge 
Resale ShopResale Shop

2450 Hwy. 62 
Westville, Ok. 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Wed. Th ur. Fri. Sat.

918-863-9370

��
��
���
���

�����
�������������

���

��������������������
��
���	�����������

����������
�������������

���������
	��������
������������

��������������������
��
���	�����������

For Sale
Great Pyrenees

Mix Puppies
$100 / OBO

Call: Karen Fox
918-696-4818

MARANATHA 
THRIFT STORE
1020 S. 2nd Street,
Stilwell, Ok. 74960

Thursday - SaturdayThursday - Saturday
10:00 a.m. to 5:00p.m.10:00 a.m. to 5:00p.m.

Stilwell, Ok.Stilwell, Ok.
Hwy. 59 North

918-696-7588918-696-7588


