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Special Feature:                 Special Feature:                 
ADAIR COUNTY ARTIST VIBEADAIR COUNTY ARTIST VIBE

The Straight Froward FREE 
Press is focused on uncovering 
and highlighting Adair County 
artistic talent, dedicating the 
first issue of each month to a 
featured artist.  This month we 
showcase an exceptional musi-
cal talent.  Her name is Mary 
Catherine Waters Worsham.  
She excels as a pianist, guitar-
ist, vocalist, music teacher and 
theater arts teacher extraordi-
naire.  Her story:                                                                                     
                                                                                                               

By John Bankel

One would expect that 
someone who plays such 
exquisite piano and sings 
with the voice of an angel 
has not only the talent but 
embraced this art with en-
thusiasm at an early age.  
The way Mary Catherine 
tells it she did start at an 
early age albeit with a lack 
of enthusiasm.  The desire 
was mostly at her mother's 
behest.  Mary tells of how 
her mother made her prac-
tice, practice, practice while 
chagrin was written all over 
her young face.  Much like 
having to swallow cas-
tor oil, I suppose.  But the 
medicine paid off.  Twelve 
years of piano set Mary on 
a course upon which she 
still is.  She acknowledged 
that her music training has 
given her much joy and 
feelings of accomplishment 
not only as a performer but 
also as a dedicated teacher 
of many young students.  

Mary is still at it today 
where she provides minis-
try with her piano and voice 
as the praise and worship 
leader at Faith Tabernacle.  
When I asked Mary if there 
is any one thing that stands 
out in her mind as the high-
light of her career, she ru-
minated on the question 
for a little while and said, 
"There have been so many 
wonderful moments yet I 
cannot point to any single 
one.  However, my 8 years 
of teaching at Mannford, 
Oklahoma were my favor-
ite.  I had an outstanding 
group of both junior high 
and high school kids.  We 
put on musicals that turned 
out to be hits with audienc-
es.  Plays like "Oklahoma", 
"Annie Get Your Gun", and 
"Lil' Abner".  In "Lil' Ab-
ner" we had live animals 
on the stage.  They turned 
out to be 'untrained.' Some 
decided to do their busi-

ness right during the per-
formance!"  She could not 
help but show her delight.  
It took me by surprise when 
Mary said she does not 
think that she is all that tal-
ented.  Rather she believes 
that anyone can achieve a 
high level of musical skill 
with dedication to prac-
tice.  Mary's mother must 
be proud of her daughter 
as she looks down from 
her well deserved heavenly 
portal as the Lord whispers 
in her ear: "Well done my 
good and faithful servant." 
And well done Mary Cath-
erine Waters Worsham.
                                                                                            P.S. 
And by the way, Mary is 
working on reviving the 
Stilwell Community Choir, 
which she and the late Da-
mon Hall directed for many 
years.  Anyone interested in 
singing is welcome to join. 

President Biden initiated 
a fifteen-minute phone 
call to Dwight Birdwell 
in which he told him his 
service to America was “a 
big deal.” When President 
Biden placed the “Medal 
of Honor” around his neck, 
Rex Earl Starr, a close 
friend of Dwight’s, said 
they were in a large con-
ference room within the 
White House; it was full of 
special dignitaries – mili-
tary from four-star gener-
als down, the Secretary 
of Defense, the Surgeon 
General, other government 
employees, and family and 
friends of the medal re-
cipients. Those honored at 
the White House had been 
housed at the Sheraton at 
the Pentagon and paired 
with military escorts. Also, 
recipients received travel 
arrangements, meals, and 
escort from and to their 
homes for the event. Each 
recipient had his time with 
the President - recognition 
and medal presentation. 
Having been to the White 
House briefly in the past, 
Rex Earl felt the elevation 
of this event because of the 
significance of Dwight’s 
service to America and his 
fellow soldiers in Vietnam 
in 1968. A young man of 
barely 20, Dwight had the 

presence of a much older 
and experienced soldier; 
he didn’t stop to think of 
himself; he received shrap-
nel in the face, chest, arms, 
and hands from enemy 
rounds fired at him after he 
took a machine gun from a 
downed helicopter - taking 
the fight to the enemy. He 
refused emergency evacu-
ation but sent others who 
were injured. He stayed 
because of the serious tac-
tical situation. He needed 
to stop the Vietnamese. In 
all of America’s conflicts, 
the Native Americans - 
which includes the Chero-
kees - have had the highest 
deaths in service to Amer-
ica. Fifty-four years later, 
Dwight – a Cherokee and 
past Supreme Court Justice 
for Cherokee Nation - is 
being acknowledged for 
his service and sacrifice. 
Dwight’s daughter Stepha-
nie, her husband Spike Big-
horn, and their two daugh-
ters were present to see her 
father honored; the ladies 
were dressed in the blue 
with Vietnam color ribbons 
of yellow, red, and green. 
Rex Earl acknowledged 
this “Medal of Honor” 
event as a momentous oc-
casion. He and his family 
were proud to be part of it.

Interview of Rex Earl Starr on 
Dwight Birdwell 

by Donna Boecher

Mary Catherine Waters Worsham

Rex Earl Starr & Dwight BirdwellDwight Birdwell & Rex Earl Star Family

DWIGHT BIRDWELL RECEIVES 
THE MEDAL OF HONOR

EXTRA! EXTRA!    
                                          READ ALL ABOUT IT!
STRAIGHT FORWARD FREE PRESS EXCLUSIVE!
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The Lady in the Blue SariThe Lady in the Blue Sari
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Searching for a Word –biannual. biannual. Occurring Occurring 
twice a year.twice a year.

Ex. The teachers’ meetings were biannual; they were Ex. The teachers’ meetings were biannual; they were 
planned for the week after school closed for the sum-planned for the week after school closed for the sum-
mer and two weeks prior to school opening in the mer and two weeks prior to school opening in the 
fall.fall.

Fred

Dear John,Health Tips from Larkin.........

THE KIPLING KORNERTHE KIPLING KORNER
 “This is a brief life, but in 
its brevity if offers us some 
splendid moments, some 
meaningful adventures.”

 (from KIM)

A Young Writer’s Story

SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 40:31 (KJV)

Scripture sponsored by:
Faith Tabernacle

Corner of Hwy. 51 & Piney Road
 Stilwell, OK

Health tips from Larkin: 
Huna principles for a better 
life: Principle 3: Makia: The 
principle of Makia states 
that energy flows where at-
tention goes. Meaning you 
give your energy to what-
ever you give attention too. 
The wisdom of this prin-
ciple is this: by changing 
what we give attention to, 
we can change the quality 
of our lives. For example, 
if we are not in the finan-
cial state we desire to be 
in, instead of giving our at-
tention to being broke. The 
better way of doing things 
according to this principle 

is to instead put your at-
tention on abundance and 
how to create it in your 
life. By learning, reading 
and practicing whatever 
creates wealth. That is the 
power of focused attention. 
This applies to whatever 
is going on in life. So this 
principle makes us examine 
ourselves and see where we 
put our attention, and if we 
don’t like the answer, we 
have the power to change it 
by changing our attention. 
Larkin Fouse is a certified 
holistic health practitio-
ner, operator and owner of 
Crescent Clinic in Stilwell.

Part #50
Lydia as glad to be home in 
Oklahoma; Adair County 
would always be home. She 
wasn’t ready for the change 
that was coming. Drought 
in India and now there was 
drought in Oklahoma. So 
much depended on wa-
ter. Their husbandry of the 
land for one hundred plus 
years had ensured water to 
support both humans and 

livestock. Only God knew 
what He had in store in the 
2030’s for America. It had 
become gradually drier 
since 2025. It was 2028 
now; at the family home-
stead they’d draped about 
300 feet of soaker hoses 
close to the tree trunks to 
ensure the fruit would rip-
en in a timely way. They 
had prayed before, during, 
and after placing the hoses. 

So, I have been taken. The 
people are NOT nice to 
me. They darted me, then I 
woke up in a trailer. Where I 
stayed for hours, and it was 
kind of hot.  After a while 
of just lying there getting 
more and more mad, the 
trailer finally stopped. By 
then I had a plan. As soon 

as they opened that gate 
I was going to buck un-
til they took me back, but 
that’s not how it worked. I 
thought it would work, but 
I think it just made them 
happier. So, they darted me 
AGAIN. I woke up in this 
little field. And that is where 
I’m talking to you from. 

A STORY ABOUT JACK 
By Keegan Hummingbird, age 11

It was a hot and steamy 
July 4th yet the heat did not 
deter the crowd in the least 
from enjoying a fun night 
of celebration, sponsored 
by the Stilwell Chamber of 
Commerce.  Tyler Davis, 
Kiwanis President, did his 
usual superb job emcee-
ing all the activities.  Tracy 
Sims, Chamber President, 
was on hand to assist in 
every way she could.  Mu-
sic was provided by Clay 
Grant and Matt Hawkins, 
as they sang and played 
their guitars.  There was 
a hula-hoop contest, a pie 
eating contest, a rifle raffle, 
a frozen t-shirt tug of war 
where teams of 4 tugged, 
pulled, stomped, and 

slammed a block of ice try-
ing to extricate the t-shirt 
frozen inside; once free, the 
t-shirt had to be put on and 
the wearer ran a block and 
back across a finish line at 
the stoplight on Division 
and 2nd Street.  There was 
also a dance contest for 
children and adults.  The fi-
nale came after the sun had 
set and everyone's atten-
tion was turned to the east-
ern sky where from Davis 
Mountain fireworks began 
their dazzling ascent and 
descent bringing forth the 
culmination of the "rock-
ets red glare and bombs 
bursting in air" which gave 
proof that on this night our 
FLAG IS STILL THERE.

Stilwell Chamber of Commerce 
July 4th Celebration

Commentary by John Bankel

THE QUEENS BEAT THE HEAT
IN THE FROZEN T-SHIRT CONTEST

Dear John,

      My first husband and I 
raised three boys together.  
During our marriage he 
cheated several times.  I didn’t 
divorce him until our children 
left home.  As my ex-husband 
was passing away, he request-
ed that I come see him.  I did 
because our children wanted 
me to.  With his second wife, 
my children and his family all 
in the room saying goodbye, 
my ex said, “I will always 
love you”.    We did have a 
passionate relationship at one 
time.   He and I had a large 
portrait made of us; it is attrac-
tive and we look like a happy 
couple.  My children don’t 
want it.  I’m remarried and not 
sure of what I should do with 
it.  What would you do?

Portrait Keeper

Dear Portrait Keeper, 
   There is pathos in your writ-
ing.  One can only imagine 
the struggle you have endured 
trying to cope with an un-
faithful spouse while trying 
to raise 3 boys and working.  
Passion should always be part 
of the marriage package.  Yet 
sometimes the heat gets to 
be unbearable and requires 
a shield such as moving on.  
Your decision to see your ex 
on his deathbed was a coura-
geous one and surely show-
ered him with overwhelming 
comfort, so much so that he 
was able to utter his feelings 
of endearment that veiled his 
regret.  As for keeping the por-
trait, Dear John sees no reason 
why you should not keep it.  It 
is a keepsake.  
 
Sincerely,
 
Dear John

 Have a question for Dear 
John?  Send it to: dearjohn@
writeme.com  Real Name 
Not Used
Copyright 2022  All 
Rights Reserved.

Q: What do you call an everyday 
potato? A: A commentator

Isaiah 40:31 (KJV)
31 But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they 
shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not 
faint.
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Mullin It Over:
The Law of the Land

By Congressman Markwayne Mullin

THE CONSERVATIVE VIEWTHE CONSERVATIVE VIEW
By Russell TurnerBy Russell Turner

THE FOOD ROLLER COASTERTHE FOOD ROLLER COASTER

      The United States Supreme 
Court released three landmark 
decisions over the past week 
that restore the God-given rights 
granted to all Americans under 
our Constitution. I am grateful 
for a system of checks and bal-
ances that allows for judicial 
review of prior decisions, and I 
am grateful that the majority of 
Justices believe in the legitima-
cy of our founding documents 
and their original interpretation.
     On Thursday, the court struck 
down a New York law restrict-
ing Americans’ ability to carry 
concealed weapons in pub-
lic. The Second Amendment 
clearly states, “the right of the 
people to keep and bear arms, 
shall not be infringed.” Full stop. 
Americans should never have 
to demonstrate “proper cause” 
to exercise their Constitutional 
rights outside their homes. This 
decision ensures all law-abiding 
Americans can defend them-
selves and their families with-
out government interference.
     On Friday, the court returned 
the power to protect the unborn 
back to the states where it should 
have been all along. This historic 
decision overturned the uncon-
stitutional right to an abortion, a 

devastating error from the Roe 
v. Wade ruling in 1973 that has 
robbed the lives of over 60 mil-
lion babies in the 50 years since. 
While there is still more work 
to be done, I am grateful to rep-
resent and reside in the most 
pro-life state in the nation. My 
family has been beyond blessed 
through the miracle of adoption 
and it’s an honor to continue 
fighting for the sanctity of life.
   This past Monday, the nation saw 
a huge win for our First Amend-
ment rights and our religious free-
doms. The court ruled that Coach 
Joe Kennedy, a high school foot-
ball coach from Washington, had 
the Constitutional right to pray 
on the school field after football 
games. As the Far-Left attempts 
to erode the moral fabric of our 
nation, I stand with those who 
fight to protect and uphold it.
     With each of these decisions, 
we are moving closer to the na-
tion our forefathers envisioned 
when writing our laws. This was a 
historic week for our country and 
a great reminder that our Consti-
tutional rights will always prevail.

      Anyone who has ever rode 
a roller coaster knows the sen-
sation when you go over the 
high point and makes the huge 
drop. The American consum-
er has experienced a drop in 
their spending power when it 
comes to buying food for their 
families. Anytime you have a 
group of people get together, 
the increased cost of food is 
a topic that will come up. I 
am afraid that there is a much 
bigger drop in our spending 
power in the near future. While 
our bodies need food in order 
to function, our nation and 
economy requires diesel and 
diesel products to function.
      I recently read an article 
that warned that there will be 
shortages of diesel fuel, diesel 
exhaust fluid, and diesel en-
gine oil.  Most diesel vehicles 
require all three in order to run, 
and so a serious shortage of 
any of them would be a major 
disaster.  We Americans can be 
so concerned about the price of 
gasoline, and it is a legitimate 
concern, but we should be 
more worried about the price 

and availability of diesel and 
related products. From the food 
we eat to all products we need 
require diesel to transport it to 
us. One of the major factors 
that is causing the problem is 
we have fewer refineries, today 
we have 124 refineries operat-
ing compared to 1980 when 
we had twice that number. 
The problem is greater in the 
northeast region of the country 
where we have only 7 operat-
ing refineries, down from 27 in 
1982. The article also warned 
the United States could soon 
experience a severe shortage of 
diesel exhaust fluid. Diesel ex-
haust fluid (DEF) is a solution 
made up of urea and de-ionized 
water that is needed for almost 
everything that runs on diesel. 
It reduces harmful gases being 
released into the atmosphere. If 
you have a diesel vehicle that 
was sold in the United States 
after 2010, your vehicle could 
technically run without DEF, 
but in most cases your vehicle 
will simply not let you start it 
if the DEF tank is dry. In the 
past the United States imported 

urea, a major component of 
DEF and fertilizer, from Rus-
sia; with the war in Ukraine that 
source is now cut off. There 
are even shortages occurring 
for diesel engine oil, if we run 
short on any of these prod-
ucts we are in a world of hurt.
      During the great depres-
sion many American people 
went hungry, it wasn’t because 
the farmers couldn’t grow the 
food, it was because they went 
out of business because they 
could not even sell their prod-
ucts for enough to cover their 
cost of production. Much of 
the cost of food hinges on the 
price of oil, there are no elec-
tric trucks delivering that food 
and there are no electric trac-
tors. If you have to pay a lot 
more money for your food, to 
heat or cool your home, or put 
gasoline in your vehicle to get 
to work, there’s less money 
available elsewhere. Because 
of the green agenda that has 
gripped our nation, the roller 
coaster ride has just begun.

GARAGE SALE
ALL PROCEEDS GO TO

OCC SHOEBOX MINISTRIES 

July 8&9 from 8-12
1202 W Red Oak St 
in Southern Estates
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Vocabulary wordVocabulary word –  annual. annual. Recurring, done,  Recurring, done, 
or performed every year; yearly. or performed every year; yearly. 

Ex. The annual high school graduation was Ex. The annual high school graduation was 
held in the school’s gymnasium.held in the school’s gymnasium.

ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAILON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL
COMMENTARY BY JOHN BANKEL        

Today's Trail Treks To Tumbling Military Enlistments...Today's Trail Treks To Tumbling Military Enlistments...
                        Time For the Israeli Model?                        Time For the Israeli Model?

WHAT'S SO PUNNY? PUN FUN

WASHINGTON, D.C.- The 
very first group of students to 
ever attend Washington Lead-
ership Conference from the 
Stilwell FFA chapter departed 
on June 19, and returned on 
June 27. We are so proud of 
these kids and happy that they 
had the chance to represent 
our chapter in Washington!
The Washington Leader-
ship Conference provides 
FFA members from across 
the country with a wonder-
ful opportunity to experience 
premier leadership training, 
while being exposed to the 
rich history of Washington, 
D.C. They have the oppor-
tunity to meet and exchange 
ideas with FFA members 

from across the country, and 
leave an impact as they meet 
with our nation’s leaders. 
Along with these things, FFA 
members learned the true 
meaning to the words “Living 
to Serve” by helping prepare 
60,000 dry meals for the hun-
gry all across our world. As an 
FFA member, it is extremely 
imperative to make yourself 
and the mission of the orga-
nization known not only to 
the community, but to anyone 
you can. Being able to spread 
the influence of the FFA or-
ganization in our nation’s 
capitol is a huge honor, and is 
an experience that these four 
members will never forget.

Stilwell FFA Members Attend 
Washington Leadership Conference

According to recent reports, 
enlistments for the 4 branch-
es of America's military are 
dwindling.  Should this trend 
continue, it does not bode well 
for our nation's security.  The 
question to ask is: why is this 
happening, especially in these 
precarious political times?  
There are probably several 
factors influencing this enlist-
ment decline.  In this writer's 
opinion, the predominant 
reason is that our military, 
under the obiden regime, has 
gone "woke."  Woke makes 
a joke out of a fierce fight-
ing force with its politically 
correct agenda.  One might 
as well issue a tu-tu to ev-
ery prospective soldier/war-
rior, then teach them how to 
properly pirouette in the face 
of enemy engagement.  The 
woke agenda hs wits ulterior 
motive of dismantling any 
semblance of America, so 
why not start with the attrition 
of our military.  The youth of 
today have already been suf-
ficiently indoctrinated to be-
lieve America is a dastardly 
villian and hardly worth fight-

ing for.  It has already been 
5 years when I took a trip to 
Israel, a tiny nation, (Oklaho-
ma is 8 times larger), of 8.69 
million on the Mediterranean 
which is surrounded by 350+ 
million hostile members of 
the Arab nation.  One would 
think that Israel might have a 
major national security prob-
lem and yet, as I walked the 
crowded streets of Jerusalem, 
I felt very safe.  As soon as I 
got off the bus downtown, 
one of the first things I saw 
were soldiers dressed in cam-
ouflage with an Uzzi slung 
over their shoulders walking 
among the crowds.  Indeed, 
when I stopped to get a bite 
to eat in a crowded diner, one 
of those fully armed soldiers 
took a seat across from me.  
He did not speak English, 
so our talk was limited but I 
have never felt safer in any 
environment.  He never set 
down his Uzzi.  It occurred to 
me that Terrorists are terrified 
to try any monkey business.  
That is the way it should be in 
the U.S. but under the obiden 
regime we have been forced 

to "lay down our arms" and 
kow-tow to our enemies with 
the weakness that this regime 
shows.  Israel has made sure 
of its safety.  Each young man 
and young woman, at age 18, 
is required to serve 2 years 
in the military and is highly 
trained in combat.  One might 
say that every Israeli citizen 
between the age of 18 & 40 
is a combat ready soldier, not 
to be messed with.  Is it time 
for the U.S. to bring back the 
draft or better yet, follow the 
Israeli model?  The youth of 
today would be well served 
and so would the USA.    
 
The Trail has come to an 
end for today.  May our 
trails meet again, perhaps 
around yonder bend.  May 
your trail end up on the right 
side of the fence, my friend.
 
John Bankel is a freelance 
journalist and a retired 
high school math teach-
er and can be reached at:
writewright@journalist.com
Copyright 2022.  All Rights 
Reserved.

     Today, instead of an as-
sortment of puns, we shall 
take a look at an array 
of one-liners on getting 
old.  That every minute 
we are a minute older is 
hard to deny.  So here are 
some thoughts about Ag-
ing from some fairly well 
known people.
     "The older we get, the 
fewer things are worth 
waiting in line for."  
Will Rogers
    "Old age comes at a 
bad time."  
San Banducci
    "Inside every older per-
son is a younger person 
wondering what hap-
pened?"  
Jennifer Yane

     "We must recognize 
that, as we grow older, 
we become like old cars 
- more and more repairs 
and replacements are 
necessary."  
C.S. Lewis
     "I was thinking about 
how people seem to read 
the Bible a lot more as 
they get older.  Then it 
dawned on me!  They are 
cramming for their final 
exam!"  
George Carlin
      A closing thougth for 
today:  You are now older 
than you were when you 
first started reading this 
thought provoking col-
umn.  Happy Aging!  

     The call went out for ex-
tras for the filming of Feed-
ing the Five Thousand. I 
heard the call and so did my 
son Mark; I got excited about 
how much fun that would 
be – a movie of Jesus made 
in Oklahoma! Mark’s wife 
and daughter wanted to go 
also. The filming was to be 
in Midlothian, near Dallas 
on the Salvation Army land.
      After we registered, and paid 
our part to be included, we 
were ready to go! The ‘pay-
ing it forward to be there’ is 
the way this movie of Christ’s 
entire story will be paid for by 
the time it is finished. Several 
parts of the story are already 
available to the public via 
smartphone, and from there 
it can also be viewed around 
the world on thru television. 
People around the world are 
‘buying’ into the story. Plus, 
other countries are getting it in 
their own language. I feel like 
a missionary to other coun-
tries without leaving home. 
What a joy for us to see it 
released when it is finished. 
      But first comes the hard 
part – work. We had to have 
Covid Tests; three in total be-
cause of time scheduled at the 

location. In the meantime, we 
had to make our costumes to 
fit the time-period; we were 
given suggestions. This was 
fun. Next, we were directed 
to a big stadium to park our 
cars and get in line for our 
second Covid Test. Again, we 
parked our cars and got on 
buses to take us to the shoot-
ing site. That took a while be-
cause there were so many of 
us. When we arrived, it was 
a beautiful open field with 
areas of large tents, tables, 
and chairs. About this time 
of day, the sun was beginning 
to climb. It was great seeing 
the creative costuming from 
other people and countries.
Different groups were called 
by numbers for their parts. 
The first group went out at 
5 a.m. It would have been a 
lot cooler, but the field had 
not been mowed; they told 
us to bring bug spray. As we 
waited our turn to be called, 
we have musical entertain-
ment, a gift shop to browse 
with air conditioning cooling 
us, water bottles everywhere 
to keep us hydrated, and box 
lunches. It was very organized 
-vegan or diet-specific foods. 
Over the two days there were 

over 12,000 people to take 
care of all areas. Twenty-five 
different countries were rep-
resented, and followers of 
the story. Smiles and man-
ners were present even in the 
stifling heat as the sun grew. 
While we melted in the heat, 
all kinds of umbrellas came 
forth, along with spray bottles, 
and sun shades. Later in the af-
ternoon our group was called 
to go forth to the filming. We 
sat with our own family, so-
cial distances, and waited for 
the call for the filming to start. 
The words rang out, “Every-
one, umbrellas down, sun 
glasses off and out of sight.” 
As we waited, we roasted! 
Then we would clap and cheer 
when we heard “it’s a take.” 
This went on for a while. 
For some people the sun was 
too much and someone was 
right on the spot to help them.
Finally, it was over, and we 
trooped back to where the 
bus waited to take us back 
to get our cars to go home. 
As I told God that night in 
our cold motel room, “Okay 
Lord, we did the work, 
now the rest is up to you.” 
    

Bobbie Pfeiler

The Chosen Movie Filming Company
(on set at Midlothian, Texas)

The Cunningham Family Enjoying the 4th of July
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    Glenda Faye Handle, 
the daughter of Allen and 
Pearl (Riley) Cameron was 
born on May 17, 1953 in 
Muskogee, Ok and departed 
this life on June 9th, 2022 in 
Stilwell, ok at the age of 69 
years, 0 months, and 23 days.
     When she worked it was at 
Greenleaf where she had lots 
of friends and enjoyed her job 
as a weeder. She was really 
close to her friends and her 
parents. She loved horses and 
at one time had two named 
apache and Geronimo. She 
loved fishing, watching mov-

ies, making blankets, rid-
ing around and going to see 
her brother and sisters.  She 
loved spending the night 
with her children and spend-
ing time with them and her 
grandchildren. She had two 
dogs Sissy and Big boy that 
was her babies. She believed 
in Jesus Christ and recently 
spoke more and more of him.
   She was preceded in death 
by her parents; her mother 
and father in law; her son 
Frank Burney Thompson; 
her sister Evelyn Miller;  a 
brother in law Ellis Handle.
     She is survived by a lov-
ing family which includes 
her husband: Tom Handle of 
Stilwell, ok. Her son Joseph 
Thompson and wife Jody of 
Titantic, ok. Her daughter in 
law Becky Thompson of Ti-
tantic, ok . Her daughter Eugi-
na Hummingbird and partner 
Scott Gardenhire of Stilwell, 

ok.  One brother Bill Thomp-
son and wife Donna from 
Cabot, Ar. One sister Erma 
Emberton of Axtell, Tx. One 
sister in law Janet Handle of 
Stilwell, ok.   Many grandchil-
dren, Billy and Sarah Lawson, 
Cassandra Thompson, Kyle 
Thompson an fiancé Shaw-
na, Jordan Thompson, Frank 
Thompson, Christopher 
Thompson, Ashley and Jacob 
Martin, Michael Thompson. 
She had 9 great grandchildren 
and 2 more on the way. She 
is survived by several cous-
ins, nieces and nephews and 
many more family members.
    Funeral services were held 
at 1 pm on Tuesday, June 14, 
2022 at Roberts/Reed-Culver 
Chapel, Stilwell, OK with 
Bro. Bro. Wayne Bunch and 
Bro. Leo Duncan officiating.  
Interment followed at Pilgrim 
Rest Cemetery, Stilwell, OK.

Carol “Susie” Johnson lost 
her battle with cancer on June 
16th, 2022, at the age of 60. 
      Susie was the light of her 
family and brought joy to all 
who met her. Even in death, 
she will always be with us 
and never forgotten. She en-
joyed spending time with 

friends and family at the lake, 
reading, sci-fi and music.
      Finley, her granddaughter, 
brought much joy to her life in 
her final days. We are grateful 
for our many sister, family, 
and friend trips together. We 
will always cherish our time 
together and the memories of 
our incredibly special Susie. 
Susie was preceded in death 
by her mother: Amy Rea-
gan, sisters: Amy Hopper 
and Hannah “Jimmie” Wil-
son, father-in-law: Wayne 
Johnson, adopted broth-
er-in-law: John Goodall.
      She is survived by her hus-
band: Danny Wayne John-
son, son: Thomas “Wayne” 

Johnson and his wife Me-
gan, granddaughter: Finley, 
sisters: Margaret Banning, 
Rovena Reagan and Nina 
Reagan, mother-in-law: 
Barbara Johnson, in-laws: 
Debbie and David Isaacs, 
Diana Dunaway, Darla and 
Greg Smith, Dana and Mark 
Bowen, countless nieces and 
nephews, many precious 
friends, especially Ginger 
Reeves and Kelley Davis.
      Funeral services will be held 
at 1 pm on Friday, June 24, 
2022, at Roberts/Reed-Cul-
ver Chapel, Stilwell, OK with 
David Isaacs officiating. In-
terment will follow at Stilwell 
City Cemetery, Stilwell, OK. 

    Patsy Ann Oliver the 
daughter of Gene and Di-
xie Mae (Rutledge) Harlin 
was born March 6, 1954, 
in Stilwell, Oklahoma 
and departed this life on 
June 15, 2022, in Colcord, 
Oklahoma at the age of 68 
years, 3 months and 9 days.
        She was a member of 
the Landmark Missionary 
Baptist Church of Westville 
and she worked at the Still-
well and Westville Nurs-
ing homes from the time 

she was 16 until she had to 
retire due to health issues. 
       Patsy enjoyed life and she 
loved her family.  She enjoyed 
fishing, going to the casino, 
playing solitaire and bingo.  
Patsy loved working in her 
garden and growing toma-
toes.  Patsy expressed her love 
by teasing.  If you were ever 
teased, or poked, pinched or 
anything of the sort, she loved 
you.  She was full of love and 
she shared that love with ev-
eryone.  She loved her nieces, 
nephews, and cousins as if 
they were her own children or 
grandchildren.  Patsy touched 
many lives over the years and 
she will be dearly missed by 
all who knew and loved her.
      She was preceded in 
death by her father Gene 
Harlin; her sister Ellen Garr 
and her brother Jerry Harlin.

       She is survived by a lov-
ing family which includes her 
husband Dewight Oliver of 
Westville; her mother Dixie 
Mae Harlin of Colcord; her 
sisters Judy Poteet and hus-
band Gary of Stilwell, Evelyn 
Holzkamper and husband 
Frank of Grove and Kayla 
Williams and husband Rick 
of Westville; her brothers 
David Harlin and wife Sheri 
of Gravette and Bill Harlin 
and wife Mary of Van Buren.  
Numerous nieces, nephews, 
cousins, friends and other 
relatives also survive her.
      Funeral services were held 
at 10 am on Tuesday, June 21, 
2022 at Roberts & Hart Cha-
pel, Westville, OK with Bro. 
Carney Duncan officiating.  
Interment followed at Proc-
tor Cemetery, Proctor, OK. 

     First Baptist Church, 
Stilwell enjoyed a wonder-
ful celebration of its 125th 
year on Sunday, June 5th. 
Bro. Scott Latta, pastor, 
said he wanted to thank 
all who planned, worked, 
attended and participated 
in the church’s special 
event. “Our people have 
‘a mind to work’ (Nehe-
miah 4:6,) and to the glory 
of God, the celebration 
was an outstanding way 
of connecting the founda-
tion our former leadership 
and membership have laid 
with our vision for the 
future: standing strong 
on the Word of God.”
     According to Bro. 
Scott, the day began with 
worshipful congregational 
singing, an uplifting  FBC 
choir special and edify-
ing sermons delivered by 
the church’s only two liv-
ing former pastors, Bro. 
Randy Proctor from Ed-
mond, Oklahoma and Bro. 
Roger Haney from Alma, 
Arkansas. Bro. Scott said, 
“Following the morn-
ing service, we served 
lunch to more than 250 
people. Okie Joe’s did an 
outstanding job prepar-
ing the meat; we received 
many compliments on it.”
      The afternoon service 
focused on the history of 
First Baptist Church and 
its impact throughout the 
years. Former Music and 
Youth Director Bro. Jim 
Brunk of Cookson led mu-
sic, Bro. Bobby and Jean-
nette Smith of Muskogee 
sang two songs, and the 
FBC ensemble sang “By 
Faith.” Bro. Ron LaCaze, 
FBC Minister of Music, 
recognized former FBC 
pastors and associate 
ministers and Bro. Drew 
Newberry, FBC Associ-
ate Pastor and Youth Pas-
tor, recognized those who 
had surrendered to the 
ministry while members 
of FBC. Bro. Scott recog-
nized long-time members 
and also remembered FBC 
members who have gone 
to heaven since he started 

his pastorate at FBC. Bro. 
Randy Proctor and Bro. 
Roger Haney shared mem-
ories of the bus ministry 
and the “Times of Refresh-
ing” Bible Conference, 
two former FBC minis-
tries. Josh Luck, Chairman 
of the FBC Deacons and 
the Audio/Visual Direc-
tor, produced and showed 
a video of members dis-
cussing the impact of 
FBC on their lives. (Bro. 
Scott said this video can 
be seen on the church’s 
Facebook page, and cop-
ies of the video along with 
the historical slide presen-
tation will be available 
from the church office.)  
David West, an FBC dea-
con and Chairman of the 
Anniversary Committee, 
closed the service with 
prayer and an acknowl-
edgment of the entire life 
of FBC being to the glory 
of God. Bro. Scott empha-
sized that the motto for the 
day was “To God Be the 
Glory,” and he said, “We 
know it is not what we 
or others before us have 
done to build this church, 
but rather what God has 
done. If it is Christ in us 
and working through us, 
our work will glorify God 
and be edifying to others.”
     Throughout the day, 
around 300 people, in-
cluding several former 
members, were present 
to commemorate FBC’s 
125th Anniversary. Mem-
bers Mrs. Jeffie Baird and 
Mrs. Gaynia Jones ex-
pressed how much they 
enjoyed seeing former 
members, some of whom 
had moved away more 
than 25 years ago. FBC 
truly enjoyed this time 
of celebration, and they 
are enthusiastically look-
ing forward to the “Up 
with Jesus” Crusade that 
will be held at the Stil-
well High School Activ-
ity Center July 24th-29th.   

125th ANNIVERSARY OF 
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
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Community Bulletin Board............................................
Bethel Church ServiceBethel Church Service:  1st Saturday of the month and last 
Saturday of the month, service at 5 p.m.-?  Rodney Chuculate.
Women’s Prayer MeetingWomen’s Prayer Meeting.  Tuesday nights at 6 p.m.-?  Martha 
Snow.    
Adair County Litter-Free & Green Adair County Litter-Free & Green  temporarily change opera- temporarily change opera-
tion hours on Recycle Day. New hours will be from 8 am tion hours on Recycle Day. New hours will be from 8 am 
to 11 am during the months of July, August, and September. to 11 am during the months of July, August, and September. 
Drop off Drop off at the Adair County  Commissioner District 2 Barn 
located on Hwy. 59 N and Fairfield Road.  You may contact 
Cathy Unger at 918-696-1178 or Joyce Radtke at 918-696-
7316 if you have questions or comments..  The following is a 
list of projected recycle dates and will only change if there is 
inclement weather conditions that day: July 16th, August 20th, 
September 17th, October 15th, November 19th and December 
17th.

Place Your Ad
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4 Issues $60
Send Ad Copy To:

straightforwardpress21
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Ask about other available cutsAsk about other available cuts

Competitive PricesCompetitive Prices
Pick Up & Delivery 
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