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PROVERB POWER
James 4: 7,8 KJV
Submit yourselves therefore to God.  Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you.  Draw nigh to God, and 
he will draw night to you.  Cleanse your hands, ye 
sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.
knoweth us?

The Straight Forward FREE Press
 is now ONLINE on Google!

www.straightforwardfreepress.com
Check it out and enjoy!

     My name is Sandy 
Ritter. I am announc-
ing my candidacy for re-
election to serve on the 
Stilwell School Board. I 
have served as a school 
board member for the past 
5 years, the past year as 
President of the Board. I 
retired as a teacher at Stil-
well Schools with 41 years 
in the classroom. The past 
five years I have learned 
many things. I have been 
able to lend my voice as a 
teacher to the decisions we 
have made, with our stu-
dents in mind. Everything 
is about teamwork, and 
there is no “I” in teamwork. 
     There are a lot of great 

things going on at Stilwell 
Schools. It is the communi-
ty allowing us to have their 
children, that make our job 
on the school board neces-
sary. It takes a team of peo-
ple: administrators, certi-
fied & support staff, cooks, 
custodians, bus drivers 
and the board members to 
make things happen. No 
one school board member 
does this job alone. It has 
been a team effort. I can say 
that every decision that I 
have made, and will make, 
will always be in the best 
interest of the students.
     To be successful, one 
needs trust, honesty, integ-
rity and teamwork. If re-

elected, this is what I will 
continue to do. To have 
a quality school system 
and effective education 
we all must support the 
great things about Stilwell 
Public Schools. I appreci-
ate your past support, and 
ask for your support in the 
future. I ask for your vote 
on April 4th. Thank you.

Sandy Ritter seeks re-election to Stilwell School Board

     It is the entrepreneur 
that has built America and 
continues to do so, tak-
ing risks that not many are 
bold enough to take.  It is 
the entrepreneur that finds 
a need and fills it.  In the 
old days, before large cor-
porations existed, it was 
the butcher, the baker and 
the candlestick maker that 
filled the needs of a town.  
In today's Business Buzz, 
we feature a mother and 
her two daughters at the 
Maranatha Thrift Store and 
their story of filling a need.
      Kathy Dimko and her 
2 daughters, Tricia Nikolas 
and Sarah Howard, opened 
the doors of The Mara-
natha ( "Maranatha" is the 
Hebrew word for "Jesus 
come") Thrift Store, lo-
cated at 1020 S Second St., 
Stilwell, in July of 2022. 
Getting to that point was 
anything but easy.  Tricia 
exclaimed at the outset of 
our interview, "Never been 
a dull moment, but God is 
faithful." Their journey is 
a remarkable one. It is a 
story of tragedy and testing 
and triumph.  After spend-
ing 30 years in Florida, 
the family made a move 
to Tennessee to a farm just 

outside of Nashville.  One 
day, Kathy's husband, Mi-
chael, told her that he had 
a vision to move to anoth-
er place.  After spending 
some time looking, they 
found a farm for sale in 
the Rocky Mountain area 
of Adair County.  In 2014, 
they moved to that place on 
faith, without having sold 
their Tennessee property.  
Within a year of their ar-
rival, Michael passed away. 
Kathy wanted to go back 
to Tennessee.  She stayed.  
More tragedy was yet to 
come.  Within a short peri-
od of time, Kathy's mother 
passed; and then Kathy's 
mother-in-law passed and 
when Tricia's husband, 
also named Michael, a man 
of 42, suddenly died, the 
grief stricken mother and 
her two daughters not only 
relied on each other but 
drew closer to their Lord 
and Savior.  Kathy began 
a "grief share" group and 
began writing a column 
in the Democrat Journal.  
Then the ladies took up a 
call to manage the ORCO 
thrift store, at which they 
worked for 3 years until 
it closed its doors.  It was 
then that the idea of open-

ing up their own thrift store 
began to take shape.  With 
faith the "size of a mus-
tard seed" they began their 
search for a place.  God 
was faithful when they 
heard that the old Crozier 
facility on south Second 
street was available.  They 
found favor in the sight of 
God and man and made a 
deal.  The store has a touch 
of class that most other 
thrift stores lack.  Besides 
a full assortment of gen-
tly used clothing, there are 
other items that people on 
tight budgets will find use-
ful.  There is even a small 
section of furniture.  With 
the help of generous do-
nations, Maranatha Thrift 
Store will always be able 
to fill someone's bill.  You 
will find Kathy, Tricia and 
Sarah to be gracious help-
ers in finding what you are 
looking for.  They even sell 
farm fresh eggs!  On a fi-
nal note, the ladies wanted 
this writer to give a shout 
out to Nancy McLemore, 
a cherished volunteer, for 
her faithful and indispens-
able help.  For store hours, 
please see their ad on our 
Ad Page.  Maranatha!

ADAIR COUNTY BUSINESS BUZZ
The Entrepreneur Spirit

Story by John Bankel

Storekeepers: L-R Tricia Nikolas, Kathy Dimko, 
Sarah Howard
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Dear John,

THE KIPLING KORNERTHE KIPLING KORNER
“You must learn to forgive a man

When he’s in love.

He’s always a nuisance.”

They Risked It All/It’s the TruthThey Risked It All/It’s the Truth  
MEMORIES OF FARM AND FAMILYMEMORIES OF FARM AND FAMILY

By Donna Boecher   

Vocabulary Word:  war – a state of 
open, armed, often prolonged conflict carried on 
between nations, states, or parties.
 
Ex. My children started a war when they bought 
an “indoor” pot-bellied pig; it was untrained.

Dear John,

I’m proud of my dad. He has learned how to use technol-
ogy.  He has built a rather huge fan base on social net-
works, and he is very proud that he is a Facebook Felon 
(whatever that means.)  I’m not sure that all this social 
networking is good for him.  So, I tried to have a talk 
with him about how much time he spends in his chats, 
and he told me to mind my own business.  About a month 
after our conversation, I went to visit him, and he had a 
lady friend with him.  I was shocked to find out that he 
met her online, and he paid for her airline ticket to come 
visit him.   What was even more concerning is that she 
is 30 years younger.  I think she is just out to get what 
she can.  My dad is nuts about her and I’m very worried 
about the situation.  What would you do with a problem 
like this?

Daddy’s Little Girl

Dear Daddy's Little Girl...you no doubt love your Daddy, 
so your concern for him is well placed.  It seems like the 
mother in you is coming out; however, at this stage of 
your Daddy's life, he does not need a mother.  He needs a 
companion, a friend and, yes, even a lover.  You can offer 
him your support in the event he should seek your help.  
Meanwhile, let him mind his business.  And whenever 
you get the chance, tell him you love him.

Sincerely,

Dear John

Have you got a question for Dear John?  email it to: dear-
john@writeme.com
Real Name Not Used.
Copyright 2023. All Rights Reserved.

820 does not clarify 
whether private landown-
ers and businesses would 
be allowed to prohibit or 
regulate the use of mari-
juana on their property 
or during the course of 
employment.

820 would hinder law en-
forcement efforts to curtail 
illegal marijuana grows, 
we have already seen the 
growth of organized crime 
and it does nothing to ad-
dress the foreign
ownership of Oklahoma 
farm land.

820 would make Okla-
homa the most pro-mar-

ijuana state in the union. 
The number of Oklahoma 
adults holding a medical 
marijuana card is double 
that of the next highest 
state.  Oklahoma is al-
ready a major corridor for 
drug cartels and organized 
crime.

820 would limit the courts’ 
ability to consider marijua-
na abuse in child custody 
and visitation
cases. There is no DUI 
standard for intoxication.

820 will not limit THC 
content and will make the 
levels addictive, leading to 
mental health problems in 

some individuals.

820 would elevate the 
rights of marijuana users 
over the rights of others. 
Will smoking now become 
acceptable in public ven-
ues? Is breathing in smoke 
now good for you?

820 (as it is now), is bad 
for you, bad for me and 
bad for Oklahoma. Please 
vote no on question 820.

David Pickle, chairman of 
Adair County Republicans
Some information sourced 
from “Protect Our Kids 
NO 820”, email Vote-
No820@gmail.com

Adair County Republicans 
Opposing State Question 820

My farm days didn’t be-
gin until I brought mother 
(Maxine) home to Stilwell 
in the fall of 2005 at age 
93. Hurricane Katrina had 
wreaked havoc all along 
the Gulf of Mexico shore-
line; we determined New 
Orleans wasn’t a good 
home for seniors! I no lon-
ger wanted to run from 
storms or hide in the attic. 
NO INFRASTRUCTURE 
for a month, we lived in 
Texas and Colorado with 
friends for the “lost month” 
of August; our belongings 
remained behind at the 
treachery of thieves who 
often snuck past law en-
forcement blockades into 
the city. We bought “thrift 

store” clothes upon arriv-
ing in Texas because we’d 
left quickly after putting 
plywood on the windows 
- the giant storm was com-
ing. Traffic was bumper-
to-bumper – all lanes trav-
eling west; it took 4 hours 
to go 90 miles on Interstate 
10. Eighteen years later, 
the ancestral Zion Oaks 
in Zion Community is our 
high and dry home! Many 
of you will remember those 
days; I met several people 
in Stilwell who had worked 
in New Orleans - restoring 
the communities in Louisi-
ana that had been affected 
by the storm. Miracle-
working roofers directly 
from Mexico had re-roofed 

our home in 3 hours to pre-
serve it so we could sell. 
We boxed and shipped “our 
lives” north to a Blackjack 
Street storage unit and lat-
er to our barn. Time was a 
blur. Except for essentials, 
much would remain boxed 
for years because the AN-
CESTRAL farmhouse was 
already filled with the ne-
cessities from two previ-
ous generations. I miss my 
friends in N.O., but NOT 
THE HURRICANES. Al-
though my maternal grand-
father hated storms and put 
his 8 children in the storm 
cellar when the sky turned 
green, there was never a 
tornado. God blessed them.

Number 15
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THE CONSERVATIVE VIEWTHE CONSERVATIVE VIEW
By Russell TurnerBy Russell Turner

BEWARE OF THE DRAGONBEWARE OF THE DRAGON

The Krypto 5.0 winner will be announced in the March 
2nd issue.  Stay tuned.  

SCRIPTURE
Col 1:13 KJV

Scripture sponsored by:
Faith Tabernacle

Corner of Hwy. 51 & Piney Road

The Incomparable Christ

13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, 

and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear 

Son: Col 1:13

Krypto
Kontest 5.0Kontest 5.0

     We Americans have a 
bad habit of allowing our-
selves to be distracted ei-
ther by sports or the quest 
for more trinkets and junk 
that we could probably do 
without in the first place. 
During the second world 
war one of the Japanese 
admirals spoke of America 
as being a sleeping giant, 
that was true at that time 
because of self-reliance and 
ability to manufacture most 
of the things we needed to 
survive. Today I do not be-
lieve that is the case, we 
rely too heavily upon the 
nation of China. From auto 
parts to medicines, we have 
let the lure of cheap labor 
to manufacture many of 
the things we need in our 
modern world. We have 
deluded ourselves about 
the military capabilities of 
the Chinese communists.
     The Chinese hold a 
huge amount of our na-
tional debt, they are buy-
ing up American industries 
and farmland, we also have 
American citizens who are 
willing to sell our country 
out for the fast buck {the 
son of resident Biden is a 
classic example}. While 
the world’s population was 
concerned with the spread 
of the corona virus the Chi-
nese influence in our coun-
try is spreading like any 

other virus. At one time 
nations like China feared 
and respected America but 
that is not the case today. 
The complete failure of the 
Biden administration along 
with the debacle in Af-
ghanistan has emboldened 
the Chinese and their allies.
     All of these characters 
are playing for keeps, they 
are actively working to de-
stroy the power and status 
of the United States. the 
United States has been the 
world’s preeminent world 
power for many decades, 
our currency is the world’s 
reserve currency. The Chi-
nese are actively working 
to take that huge advantage 
away from us and replace 
it with their currency. If 
they could achieve that one 
goal the standard of living 
in the United States would 
fall overnight. The Chi-
nese are also land hungry, 
it is only a matter of time 
until they make a move to 
take over Taiwan, if they 
could achieve that goal they 
would have a monopoly on 
the semi-conductor manu-
facturing on this planet. 
To achieve that I have read 
that they are currently rais-
ing the age limit on their 
reserve military units It 
will raise the age limit for 
reserve service, covering 
male Chinese citizens aged 

between 18 and 60. Ana-
lysts say that the changes 
reflect the regime’s inten-
tion to invade Taiwan. The 
new law set the maximum 
service age for reserve 
command management and 
professional technical offi-
cers to 60 years old, replac-
ing the tiered age limits of 
60, 55, and 50 years old.
     The Chinese are also 
using all kinds of surveil-
lance equipment to find our 
weaknesses. We Americans 
witnessed the ineptitude 
of our leaders by allow-
ing a spy balloon to cross 
our country while gather-
ing information on some of 
our most sensitive military 
locations. They are spread-
ing their propaganda in our 
colleges and universities, 
while some of our most 
high elected leaders are 
lining their pocket books 
and see no problem with it.
     The Chinese dragon is 
on the prowl and we Ameri-
cans need to understand that 
they are serious and play-
ing for keeps. At one time 
the Roman Empire was the 
most powerful force on the 
earth, at that time people 
could not ever conceive 
that the empire would fall 
into dust but history shows 
that it did happen, let us 
not repeat the mistakes 
of the ancient Romans.  

Searching for a Word – peace, absence of 
war or other hostilities; freedom from quarrels and 
disagreement; harmonious relations. 

Ex. Ukraine would like to have peace with Russia, 
but fighting continues.

STILWELL SPORTS 
SPOTLIGHT

Commentary by John Bankel

This past Saturday, at the 
Stilwell High School gym, 
the Jay Bulldogs and Lady 
Bulldogs came to town to 
tackle the Indians and Lady 
Indians for the District Ti-
tle, the first step in the jour-
ney to the State Title.  From 
the opening whistle both 
Stilwell squads took com-
mand of their games over 
their outmatched oppo-
nents.  The Lady Indians, 
after having established a 
lopsided 35-10 halftime 
lead, added to that margin 
in the second half fashion-
ing a 53-19 win to capture 
the District Title.  The boys 

followed up the girls per-
formance with a resound-
ing win of their own as they 
overwhelmed the Bulldogs 
62-32 to claim their Dis-
trict Title.  The next phase 
of the journey to the State 
Title will be the Region-
als to be held Thursday, 
Feb. 23 at Stilwell.  The 
Consolation bracket game 
will feature Jay vs. Poteau 
at 2:30 pm.  The Winners 
bracket will pit Stilwell 
against a familiar foe in 
the Muldrow Bulldogs and 
Lady Bulldogs.  The girls 
start at 6 pm.  The boys 
play at 8.  The consolation 

bracket winner moves on to 
the Area competition.  Both 
teams in the winners brack-
et move on to the Area play.  
The Indians are now 20-2 
on the season with a #7 
state ranking.  The girls im-
proved to 14-8.  Come on 
out and cheer some great 
high school basketball.

The Indians and Lady Indians Each Claim 
District Basketball Titles

The Roving Reporter 
In and out and roundabout Stilwell...

A time to build up...

A time to tear down...
Watch the last phase of  demolition by a T-Rex machine 
on the QR CODE...

A modern day T-Rex takes some last bites out of the 
old Stilwell Roberts Funeral Home...demolition almost 
done...the day the Funeral Home died and no one cried?

A PESSIMIST sees a dark tunnel.
An OPTIMIST sees light at the end 
                                   of the tunnel.
A REALIST sees a freight train!

The TRAIN engineer sees 3 idiots
                       standing on the tracks!
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WHAT’S  SO PUNNY?WHAT’S  SO PUNNY?  
Pun FunPun Fun

PRESS RELEASE
FOR RELEASE: February 22, 202 3
CONTACT: Jan Wilhite , Secretary of Adair Elec-
tion Board, 918-696-7221 or
adaircounty@elections.ok.gov

ELECTION DAY LAWS AND REMINDERS
Voters in Adair County are reminded to keep the integrity of the election system 
in mind, when going to the polls March 7.
While ballot “selfies” or taking photographs of a marked ballot are legal, vot-
ers may not share or distribute the image through social media or by any other 
means while inside the election enclosure.
Voters must wait until they leave their polling place before posting or sharing 
the picture with anyone.  Improper use of the photo could result in a violation of 
the law. Voters may not use the image to coerce, influence, or intimidate another 
voter.
Adair County Election Board Secretary, Jan Wilhite , says voters should be 
aware that violating the law has consequences.
“While some offenses may seem minor, unlawful activity on Election Day 
constitutes a serious crime and could result in a misdemeanor or in some cases, 
a felony conviction. We want all voters to be aware of their actions and be re-
spectful of the rights of others.”
Wilhite said, it is illegal to disclose how you voted with anyone while inside the 
election enclosure. In addition, you may not remove a ballot from the polling 
place. Keep in mind that electioneering is prohibited within 300 feet of any 
ballot box while an election is in progress. This includes wearing or bringing 
visible campaign related paraphernalia into the election enclosure. Wilhite notes 
that no one except election officials and voters waiting to vote are allowed
within 50 feet of any ballot box on Election Day. Certain exceptions are made 
for media and those assisting disabled voters.
Voters are reminded that consuming alcohol of any kind or quantity within one-
half mile of a polling place on Election Day is prohibited.

The polls will be open 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. March 7, 2023.

ADAIR COUNTY 
HIGH SCHOOL 

BASKETBALL ROUNDUP
Commentary by John Bankel

Puns!  Humorous word 
play that makes you roll 
your eyes, sigh, and think 
that is so baad, it is good!  
With that in mind, PUN 
FUN brings a new assort-
ment of puns that will get 
you rolling in the aisles 
or get you rolling in your 
eyes.  Get your funny 
bone ready.
 
1.  Here Is Looking At 
You Kid.  Inspecting mir-
rors is a job I could really 
see myself doing.
2.  Different Strokes.  The 
golfer brought an extra 
pair of pants in case he 
got a hole in one!?
3.  Aye, Aye Captain.  
What do you call a fish 
with one eye?   A fish, 
probably?
4. Staying On Track.  I 
used to have a fear of 

hurdles, but I got over it.
5.  Keep It Light.  Light 
travels faster than sound.  
That is why some people 
appear bright until you 
hear them speak.
 
Well now.  As long as 
there are words, there 
will be puns.  So come 
on back next week to the 
wonderful world of puns 
and we will keep having 
PUN FUN.  It is a punder-
full world after all.  
 
PROVERB POWER
 
Proverb 31: 10,11  KJV
Who can find a virutous 
woman? for her price 
is far above rubies. The 
heart of her husband doth 
safely trust in her, so that 
he hath no need of spoil.

SAMPLE BALLOTS AVAILABLE FOR MARCH 7, 2023 ELECTION

Sample ballots are now available for the March 7, 2023 Election. Voters can 
download a sample ballot using the State Election Board’s OK Voter Portal at 
oklahoma.gov/elections/ovp or pick up a copy at the Adair County Election 
Board during normal business hours.

Adair County Election Board Secretary, Jan Wilhite , reminds voters that 
sample ballots are specific to each person.  “If the OK Voter Portal indicates 
that you have no sample ballots available, it means you are not eligible
to vote in an upcoming election. We recommend checking the OK Voter Portal 
to make sure you have an election before heading to the polls.” Wilhite said 
sample ballots will also be posted outside every precinct polling place on Elec-
tion Day, so voters can review them before casting their votes.

The Adair County Election Board is located at 220 W. Division, Stilwell, Okla. 
and is open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday . For ques-
tions, please contact the Election Board at 918-696-7221
or adaircounty@elections.ok.gov .

EARLY VOTING BEGINS THURSDAY

Early voting begins Thursday March 2 for voters in Adair County. Voters who 
will not be able to make it to the polls on Election Day, have the option of vot-
ing early at their County Election Board.
Adair County Election Board Secretary, Jan Wilhite , said early voting is open 
to all voters.
“You do not need to provide an excuse to vote early. Oklahoma allows early 
voting for all elections conducted through the State Election Board—from 
school board and municipal elections to state and federal elections. This is a 
great option for those who will be out of town on Election Day or who want to 
avoid long lines,” Wilhite said.  Early voting is available Thursday, March 2 
thru Friday, March 3 from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the County Election Board 
located at 220 W. Division, Stilwell . Wilhite reminds voters that early voting is 
not available at polling locations.

The Adair County Election Board is located at 220 W. Division, Stilwell and 
is open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday . For questions, 
please contact the Election Board at 918-696-7221 or
adaircounty@elections.ok.gov .

Westville Yellowjackets
 
The Yellowjackets fin-
ished their regular season 
on a positive note, taking 
care of business, by beat-
ing the Howe Lions 51-42 
on Feb. 13.  On Friday, 
Feb. 18, Westville began 
its quest for the Gold Ball 
with a convincing 72-
57 win over a Sequoyah 
Tahlequah squad to 
capture the District Title.  
Westville now travels to 
Adair to play Sequoyah 
Claremore in the Winners 
Bracket of Regional play.  
 

Lady Yellowjackets
 
The 1-10 Westville girls 
team gave it their all 
against a very talented 

19-5 Howe Lady Lions 
squad.  The Lady Lions 
had too much for the Lady 
Yellowjackets to handle 
and won going away with 
a lopsided 70-39 victory.  
Westville travels to the 
Adair Regionals to play in 
the Consolation Bracket 
of the tournament.  
 

Cave Springs Hornets 
and Lady Hornets

 
No update was available 
at press time.
 

Watts Engineers and 
Lady Engineers

 
No update was available 
at press time.
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Stilwell Community Choir Stilwell Community Choir meets Stilwell Community Choir meets Tues-meets Stilwell Community Choir meets Tues-
day, at First United Methodist Church, 7 pm.  For more info contact Mary day, at First United Methodist Church, 7 pm.  For more info contact Mary 
Catherine 918-696-9061.Catherine 918-696-9061.
Bethel Church ServiceBethel Church Service:  1st Saturday of the month and last Saturday of the 
month, service at 5 p.m.-?  Rodney Chuculate.
Adair County Litter-Free & Green Adair County Litter-Free & Green   Adair County Litter-Free & 
Green will change its location for the Recycle Day event beginning Janu-
ary 21st, 2023. The new site will be behind Vonnie’s Pawn Shop at 101 
West Walnut Street in Stilwell. Patrons will enter from 1st Street, proceed 
into the alley directly behind the pawn shop, and exit onto 2nd Street. 
“We believe that this location will work better for our volunteer workers 
and the public since it is centrally located,” says Cathy Unger, Co-Chair. 
     The hours of operation and types of recyclable items that are accepted 
will remain the same: paper, cardboard, glass, plastic #1 and #2, metal, 
plastic grocery bags, aluminum, and clothing that is clean and in good 
condition. You can find a more detailed list on our Facebook page under 
Adair County Litter-Free & Green. Below is a list of projected recycle 
dates which will only change if there are inclement weather conditions 
that day. For more information, you may contact Cathy Unger at 918-696-
1178 or Joyce Radtke at 918-696-7316.    
Dates for 2023:
Jan 21, Feb 18, March 18, April15, May20, June 17, July 15, Aug 18, 
Sept 16, Oct. 21, Nov 18, Dec 16    

Flint Lodge Monthly BreakfastFlint Lodge Monthly Breakfast from 7 a.m. to 10 a.m. the first Saturday of 
each Month.  Flint Lodge is located at 83705 Hwy 59 South, Stilwell.
12 & Older:  $8.00, Children:    $4.00 and under 5  Free
10:00 Sunday Morning10:00 Sunday Morning Service Bethal ChurchBethal Church Everyone Welcome

ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAILON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL
COMMENTARY BY JOHN BANKEL        

Today's Trail Treks To 
A County Filled With Hope

The Hardin Report

QR for the weekly Legis-
lative Update - 2/17/2023. 
I'm honored to serve the 
great people of House Dis-
trict 86. Please feel free to 
call me with any questions, 
concerns, or to discuss 
issues. The best way to 
reach me is to either call or 
text me on my cell phone, 
918-507-2811 or call my 
office at 405-557-7394.

As the old saying goes, 
"Hope springs eternal in 
the human breast."  The 
fact that hope is eter-
nal can be found in the 
Apostle Paul's writings, 
in his "Chapter Of Love", 
1Corinthians Chapter 13, 
wherein he concludes, and 
this writer parapharses, 
that when all things are 
said and done, only 3 
things will remain: faith, 
hope and love (Charity) 
and love is the greatest of 
these.   There was a time 
when Adair County was 
considered not only the 
"drug capital of the U.S.", 
but also had the reputation 
of being the poorest coun-
ty in Oklahoma.  Week in 
and week out, this writer 
tours the entire county, 
delivering The Straight 
Forward Free Press to 
over 60 locations.  There 
is evidence everywhere of 
the hope of Adair County 
citizens that there is a 
brighter tomorrow on the 
horizon.  What evidence, 
one might ask?  Old build-
ings being rennovated, 
dilapidated structures be-
ing torn down, new busi-

nesses being established.  
For instance, Watts has a 
new Dollar General which 
will inexorably foster fur-
ther expansion. Westville 
just opened a new Dollar 
Tree/Family Dollar right 
next to the Dollar Gen-
eral.  And that is not all.  
Westville is undergoing an 
economic revival whose 
magnitude is yet to be 
seen. A fresh fish market 
is set to be established.  A 
bakery/coffee cafe is soon 
to open.  The old down-
town movie theater has 
been refurbished.  The old 
gas station and its trian-
gular shaped hut is now a 
dog grooming place. And, 
while not directly in West-
ville, Baron Station is go-
ing great guns.  But let us 
not stop there.  Stilwell 
is also at the forefront of 
economic expansion.  A 
new City Hall, forecast to 
be completed by the end 
of 2023, will give the city 
a new look and a new out-
look.  Several new busi-
nesses have opened up.  
The addition of a food 
court, the opening of a 
new Harps, the comple-

tion of a new MTechCave 
facility are all positive 
signs that hope springs 
eternal in the Adair Coun-
ty breast with a promise 
that Adair County will 
be filled with prosperity.
 
Today's Trail has come to 
an end.  Perhaps we will 
meet again around the 
bend my friend.  Mean-
while, may your Trail end 
up on the right side of the 
fence.  Vaya con Dios!
 
John Bankel is a freelance 
journalist and a retired 
High School Math teach-
er who can be reached at: 
writewright@journalist.
com
Copyright 2023.  All 
Rights Reserved.

Linda "Ga-tay" Littledeer
March 26, 1944 ~ February 
12, 2023 (age 78)

Annetta Sue (Worley) Roye
February 23, 1944 ~ Febru-
ary 12, 2023 (age 78)

Gregoria (Olvera) Netro
March 18, 1954 ~ February 
7, 2023 (age 68)

Lakoda Scraper
December 5, 1995 ~ Febru-
ary 8, 2023 (age 27)

Noretta (James) Mullin
April 29, 1928 ~ February 
16, 2023 (age 94)

It was an honor to be able to introduce the "Nurse of the 
Day", Melinda Moten-Alley, on the House Floor this 
morning.  Melinda is a nurse at Cherokee Nation's Wilma 
P. Mankiller Clinic and has her RN and BSN in nursing.

Congratulations Nurse Moten-Alley...
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Let’s Eat...

coff ee • bakery • steakscoff ee • bakery • steaks

Stilwell, OK

woods feedwoods feed
69652 US-5969652 US-59

Westville, Ok. 74965Westville, Ok. 74965

(918) 930-2168(918) 930-2168

Place Your Ad
HERE!

1x2 Black & White
4 Issues $40
1x2 Color

4 Issues $60
Send Ad Copy To:

straightforwardpress21
@gmail.com

Exceptional Flavor *Locally Raised
*Antibiotic Free
*Hormone Free
*USDA Inspected

CALL US  @ 918-507-1943

GROUND BEEFGROUND BEEF  $6.00 LB$6.00 LB
Ask about other available cutsAsk about other available cuts

Competitive PricesCompetitive Prices
Pick Up & Delivery 
Stillwell, Ok.

Green CountryGreen Country
Title and Closing, LLCTitle and Closing, LLC

“Fastest and 
Most Accurate Abstract and 

Closing Service
 In Adair County”

Tel:  918-696-4744

10 North 2nd St.
Stilwell, Ok. 74960

contact.us@greencountrytitle.com

Convenience Store
Resturant - Full Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner Menu

* Daily Food SpecialsDaily Food Specials
* Grab & Go Deli Items* Grab & Go Deli Items

*Fuel - Beer*Fuel - Beer
*Local Vender Items*Local Vender Items

*Wingman Pizza = By the slice or*Wingman Pizza = By the slice or
Whole Pizza - Dine-in or Carry - outWhole Pizza - Dine-in or Carry - out

5 miles South of Westville or5 miles South of Westville or
9 miles North of Stilwell9 miles North of Stilwell

918-930-9321   Baron, Ok.918-930-9321   Baron, Ok.

Visit us on Facebook 5S Baron StationVisit us on Facebook 5S Baron Station

Deb’s Hair DepotDeb’s Hair Depot
24 N. 1st

Stilwell, OK
Owner–Darrell & Deby Lacie

Stylists:Stylists:     • Deby 
                  • Lana 
                  • Rhonda
                  • Halle 

918-696-3283918-696-3283

The Straight Forward
FREE
FREE Press

Brought to you By:

Hodge Podge Hodge Podge 
Resale ShopResale Shop

2450 Hwy. 62 
Westville, Ok. 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Wed. Th ur. Fri. Sat.

918-863-9370
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MARANATHA 
THRIFT STORE
1020 S. 2nd Street,
Stilwell, Ok. 74960

Thursday - SaturdayThursday - Saturday
10:00 a.m. to 5:00p.m.10:00 a.m. to 5:00p.m.

Stilwell, Ok.Stilwell, Ok.
Hwy. 59 North

918-696-7588918-696-7588

HEAR AND DO

JAMES 1:22

LUKE 6:46

MATTHEW 7:21


