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Remember your Creator before the silver cord is loosed, Or the golden bowl 
is broken, Or the pitcher is shattered at the fountain, Or the wheel is broken 
at the well.  Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, And the spirit 

will return to GOD who gave it.
Ecclesiastes 12: 6,7 King James Version (KJV)    
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14 years ago, Lora Gallardo 
and her daughter, Rosita Gal-
lardo Boyce, had a dream.  Their 
dream was to provide a pageant 
venue for local children, ages 0 
to 12, where parents, grandpar-
ents, relatives and friends could 
gather and display their children's 
talents and charms, all dressed 
up and performing on a stage.  
They decided to call themselves 
"Dreamstar Connections" for 
they believed every child has a 
dream.  Lora and Rosita have 
succeeded in their dream.  This 
year's Dreamstar Connections 
Annual Strawberry Spring Pag-
eant, which was held Saturday, 

April 2 from 11 to 3, attracted 
a large gathering, an overflow 
crowd, at the Stilwell Com-
munity Center.  Everyone who 
came had a joyous experience.  
Dreamstar Connections empha-
sizes participation.  Winning a 
prize is not the most important 
thing.  Being there is.  Each child 
had their opportunity to "show 
off" their outfits, which were all in 
the realm of spectacular, that they 
donned while on stage.  Many of 
them were handmade by their 
mother or a familty member.  
The youngest child, this writer 
recalls, was only 4 months old.  
Some of the kids cried when they 

went up on stage, which had its 
own charm.  Instead of "smile 
for the camera" it turned out to 
be "cry a river for me."  With a 
standing room only crowd look-
ing on, the 2022 Dreamstar Con-
nections 13th Annual Strawberry 
Spring Pageant was a rousing 
success.  No one went away 
disappointed.  Look for these 
charming children in the upcom-
ing Stilwell Strawberry Festival 
Parade and more photos and 
stories in upcoming issues of The 
Straight Forward FREE Press.

By John Bankel By John Bankel 

Dreamstar Connections 13th Annual Dreamstar Connections 13th Annual 
Strawberry Spring Pageant Bigger and Better Than EverStrawberry Spring Pageant Bigger and Better Than Ever

 At the regular monthly Adair 
County Repubublican Party 
meeting, held at Rowans Res-
taurant on April 4, the packed 
house heard 3 candidates for the 
District 2 Congressional seat 
being vacated by incumbent 
Markwayne Mullin. Mullin is 
seeking Jim Inhofe's U.S. Sen-
ate seat.  Inhofe has tendered 
his resignation, which becomes 
effective Jan. 3, 2023.  Inhofe's 
decision has percipitated the 
necessity of a special election 
which has created a constitu-
tional issue that, at this writing, 
remains unsettled.  Meanwhile, 
the election campaign's are 
moving forward, despite the 
controversy.  The first candi-
date to address the crowd was 
John Bennett, who grew up in 
Viann where his folks grew 
strawberries.  As a career Ma-
rine, he served combat tours 
in Iraq and Afghanistan.  He 
is a fighter and as the District 
2 Congressman he passion-
ately proclaimed his intention 
to fight for the principles upon 
which America was founded 
and fight for the establishment 
of Congressional term limits.. 
He told us about his 8 years as 
a State Representative and his 
reputation of always speak-
ing his mind and not backing 
down in some fawning posture 
of apology. In addition, as the 
chairman of the State Repub-
lican party, he has gathered an 
enromous amount of political 
experience.  He said, when 
elected, he will relinquish his 
chairmanship so that he can 
focus on a substantial represen-

tation of his constituency. Ben-
nett comes with endorsements 
from General Flynn, Roger 
Stone and General Woolsley. 
The second speaker, Erik Wy-
att, traveled quite a distance 
from his home in Kingston, by 
Lake Texhoma, with his wife 
Shannon.  He also is a mili-
tary veteran having served in 
the Army.  He too is a fighter 
and pledges to fight for protect-
ing our freedoms that protect 
America.  He places God first, 
Family second and Country 
third in his life priorities.  He 
is a conservative Republican 
who pledges to bring "new 
leadership working for you."  
The final speaker of the eve-
ning was Clint Johnson, from 
Viann. And, as with the others, 
he too served in the military, 
having spent 2 years in Iraq.  
Afterwards he began a career 
in law enforcement as a Chero-
kee County Sheriff's Deputy as 
well as serving on the District 
27 Task Force.  Johnson said 
that he would, when elected, 
actively work for setting term 
limits for member of Congress.  
He believes term limits is the 
key to "draining the Swamp."  
All three of these men bring 
a fighting spirit to the politi-
cal arena along with a resolute 
conservative approach to life. 
The filing deadline for this of-
fice is April 13-15.  It is only 
after the deadline has passed, 
that the field of candidates will 
be officially established.  The 
primary election is June 28. 

       by John Bankel

Three Congressional Candidates Speak At Adair Three Congressional Candidates Speak At Adair 
County Republican Party MeetingCounty Republican Party Meeting

Congratulations !
Kelsey Berry

75th Stilwell
Strawberry Festival Queen

Coming in the next issue:

Exclusive Strawberry Queen Pagent photo 
album.
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Dear John,

THE KIPLING KORNERTHE KIPLING KORNER

“Of all said words of tongue and pen, the saddest are 
these it might have been.”

     When I was a young man, 
I can remember tinkering with 
my first auto which happened 
to be an old Chevy truck. I 
would buy all kinds of com-
ponents that was supposed to 
increase the power of the truck 
and improve the gas milage, 
those components would range 
from a new exhaust system 
to new and better carburetors. 
Granted, some of the improve-
ments did have some good ef-
fects, however, I also learned 
that after a time the additional 
money I would spend was cost 
ineffective and installing more 
items on my old truck just com-
plicated its operation. I have 
found from experience that 
today our autos have become 
so complicated that the only 
place you can get them worked 
on is at the dealer where you 
purchased it. In my day I could 
take a roll of duct tape and a 
piece of baling wire and jerry 
rig my old pickup enough to 
get home, today you had bet-
ter have a good tow service 
number saved in your phone. 
We all want efficient vehicles 
that get good milage, and I 
have to compliment the auto 
manufacturers on their ability 
to build better autos, but simply 
wanting and mandating more 
miles per gallon has its limit.
     A few days ago, I read an 
article where the Biden admin-
istration is raising requirements 
for fuel efficiency reversing a 
rollback by the Trump admin-
istration. In 2026 new vehicles 
sold in the United States will 
have to achieve an average of 
at least 49 miles per gallon. 
The requirement would have 
been at 32 mpg if going by 
rules under the Trump admin-
istration. Biden’s efficiency 
requirements will increase by 
8 percent annually for 2024 
and 2025 model years, and 
10 percent annually for model 
year 2026. The Trump admin-
istration had, in March 2020, 

rolled back fuel efficiency re-
quirements to 1.5 percent an-
nual increases through 2026. I 
might also note that during the 
Obama years the increase was 
5 percent per year. To justify 
the huge mandates Transpor-
tation Secretary Pete Buttigieg 
said the new rule “means that 
American families will be 
able to drive further before 
they have to fill up, saving 
hundreds of dollars per year.”
     All of this green energy re-
ligion that has infected many 
of the people in Washington 
do not show any common 
sense on the limits of our cur-
rent technology. I would bet 
that very few of them know 
the first thing about using bal-
ing wire and duct tape to repair 
their autos. Like I said earlier, 
today you have to take your 
auto to the dealer instead of us-
ing a freelance local auto me-
chanic. I have also noticed in 
my community there are very 
few freelance auto shops still in 
business, the cost of expensive 
diagnostic equipment is simply 
putting them out of business. 
The elites in our nation can-
not understand the additional 
costs that all of these mandates 
will have on the cost and op-
eration of new autos, already 
many people cannot afford to 
buy a new auto. All of these 
mandates remind me of my 
younger days, just adding more 
trinkets to your auto just com-
plicates the operation and those 
trinkets are often removed and 
thrown away as junk. The free 
enterprise system is the best 
way to build better cars, com-
petition will drive future im-
provements without some un-
informed bureaucrats making 
milage decisions; instead of 
listening to the antics of mem-
bers of Congress whose former 
occupation was tending bar, 
maybe we should be listening 
to some farm kid with a roll 
of duct tape and baling wire.

    The Strategic Petroleum 
Reserve (SPR) has a long 
history of supporting our na-
tion through times of war 
and national emergency.
     The SPR was created in 
December of 1975 when Presi-
dent Gerald Ford signed the 
Energy Policy and Conserva-
tion Act. This was in response 
to the 1973 oil embargo from 
the Arab exporting states of 
OPEC that inflicted enormous 
harm on the United States 
economy. These Arab states, 
led by Saudi Arabia, cut supply 
to the world market because of 
Western support for Israel. This 
caused oil prices to quadruple.
     Today, the SPR is a collection 
of 60 underground salt caverns 
along the Gulf Coasts of Loui-
siana and Texas. These caverns 
can store 714 million gallons of 
crude oil at maximum capacity 
and are federally owned and 
managed by the Department 
of Energy. Only the presi-
dent can tap into the reserve.
     Before President Biden, 
the SPR had only been tapped 
three times since its creation 
47 years ago. The first was in 
1991 when Iraq invaded Ku-
wait, the second was after Hur-
ricanes Rita and Katrina, which 
knocked out domestic produc-
tion in the Gulf of Mexico, and 
the third occurred in 2011 be-
cause of supply chain disrup-

tions from unrest in the Middle 
East including several oil pro-
ducing countries, such as Libya.
     In the past 14 months, Presi-
dent Biden has doubled that 
number and broken the record 
for the largest release to date 
when he announced the re-
lease of 50 million barrels in 
November 2021. Then he re-
leased another 30 million this 
past March. Now, his adminis-
tration announced they will tap 
into the reserve again at the tune 
of one million barrels per day 
for months on end. The total 
release could be up to 180 mil-
lion barrels, which would be 
the largest ever release in his-
tory and 25 percent of the total 
reserve when at peak capacity.
President Biden’s announce-
ment, which will do little to 
bring down gas prices for 
Americans, comes at a time 
when the SPR is already at a 
20-year low. After stifling the 
oil and gas industry and hand-
ing over our energy indepen-
dence, he is now tapping into 
our emergency supply. For 
reference, Oklahoma alone has 
over 1.4 billion barrels worth of 
crude oil right under our feet. If 
President Biden wants to admit 
the importance of American 
oil and gas, there are better, 
long-term ways to do it. He 
can start right here in our state.

Part 39Part 39
By  Donna BoecherBy  Donna Boecher

Rising early while it was 
still cool, Lydia was think-
ing of her husband and all 
the adventures they had 
been through in the early 
years of marriage.  Those 
years brought-to-mind the 
Rajasthan folklore about a 
couple Dhola (husband) and 
Maru (wife) filled with in-
trigue and travel.  Lydia had 
a wooden spice box divided 
into four with a decorated 
lid picturing Dhola and 

Maru riding atop a flying 
Camel.  She laughed at that!  
A camel that could fly!  But 
there was MAGIC in this 
story.  It made her smile.
It seems there was a Jain 
monk who wrote of this leg-
end in the 1500’s. The cou-
ple had married as young 
children, which is illegal 
today, but centuries past it 
was done to keep families 
in power.  However, Dho-
la’s father had died shortly 
after the marriage.  While 
Maru waited, Dhola MAR-

RIED.  Maru came of age 
and began sending messag-
es to Dhola, but they were 
intercepted by the schem-
ing 2nd wife.  Finally, Maru 
felt something was amiss 
and rode her flying-camel 
(a gift on her wedding day) 
to the 2nd wife’s home; tells 
all to her spouse, and rides 
with Dhola back home.  Do 
you have a special, pos-
sibly original tale told in 
your home? SEND it to the 
paper.  Let others read it.

Dear John,
I love to dance.  I always 
have and I believe it keeps 
us young.  I love going to 
senior dances and I'm not a 
wall flower.  I get out there 
and shake a leg even if it is 
alone.  I think it's sad that 
the young people today are 
not dancing.  Maybe they 
are and I just don't know 
where.  I would hope people 
that read your letters might 
enjoy finding a dance and 
get moving to the beat.  Do 
you dance John?
Boogie Granny

Dear Boogie Granny, are 
you asking me out to a 
dance?  I must admit that 
dancing is up my alley and 
some folks have even called 
me a "dancing fool."  Maybe 
it is because once the mu-
sic starts I never sit down.  
Stilwell does not offer a lot 
of dances.  Tahlequah has 
a dance Friday night at the 
Senior Center where a lot 
of " boogie grannies" like 
to "shake a leg."  You are 
right in your observation 
that young folks nowadays 
don't seem to be doing a 
lot of dancing, like in the 
American Bandstand and 
Disco eras.  It just might take 
a "Boogie Granny" or two 
to revive the "boogie spirit" 
in our present time.  As long 
as there is music and "if 
the Lord is willing and the 
creek don't rise" Dear John is 
gonna keep "cutting a rug." 
And you keep doing the 
same.
Sincerely,
Dear John
Got a question for Dear 
John?  email: dearjohn@
writeme.com
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A Young Writer’s Story

Westville School District 
voters took to the polls on 
Tuesday, April 5 to decide 
whether an 11.3 million 
dollar bond issue would be 
approved.  The money that 
would have been raised was 
targeted mostly for build-
ing a new "sports complex" 
at the high school along 
with new classrooms.  It 
would have upgraded the 
school with a more modern 
and attractive look.  Osten-
sibly, this look would have 
been an asset in attract-
ing new people and busi-
nesses to the Westville area 
and promoting the area's 
growth.  However, the vot-
ers were not fully sold.  In 
this writer's opinion, the 
timing of this offering was 
askew.  Had this bond issue 
been proposed during more 
favorable economic condi-
tions, such as were preva-
lent during Donald Trump's 
administration, it would 
very likely have been ap-
proved.  With the present 

administration's insistence 
on raising taxes and pro-
moting inflation and cre-
ating nothing but fiscal 
turmoil and uncertainty 
for the future of America, 
very few people have the 
stomach for increasing lo-
cal taxes, which is what the 
passage of this propostion
would have neccessitated.  
The need is definitley there.  
The timing, sadly, was not.  
With the November elec-
tions looming, a Republi-
can party victory can pave 
the way to returning to 
fiscal sanity at the federal 
level.  Meanwhile, West-
ville School District will 
have to tighten its belt and 
find creative ways to pro-
vide the best possible edu-
cation for its youth. As the 
old saying goes,"Necessity 
is the mother of inven-
tion." And when the tim-
ing is right, try it again.

Westville School District Voters Say "No" To Westville School District Voters Say "No" To 
11.3 Million Dollar Bond Issue11.3 Million Dollar Bond Issue

by John Bankel

dystopian – dire; grim. Characterized by 
human suffering or misery. 

Ex. The lives of the people of the Ukraine 
during the war was dystopian.

      
In Search of a word.......

Health Tips from Larkin
1.    Health tips from Lar-
kin: Natural house clean-
ing part 3: Air fresheners: 
Now I know we all like to 
smell good, but the ques-
tion is this: when you are 
using chemical air freshen-
ers, are you making things 
smell good, or just stink in 
a different way? The rea-
son I say this is apart from 
all the effects upon your 
lungs, liver, and brain that 
air fresheners have. They 
also clog up your smell 
site receptors in your nose, 
thus blocking off your abil-
ity to smell anything accu-
rately at all! If that doesn’t 
give you a reason to want 
to try an alternative I don’t 
know what will, because 

I certainly don’t want my 
nervous system screwed 
up, it’s very important to 
me and I am rather fond of 
it working like it should, 
and I hope you feel the 
same way. If you do, here 
is a beginner’s tip on how 
to smell better: Essential 
oils, these little rascals 
are the most potent smell-
ing substance on earth and 
the positive chemistry ef-
fects on your body that 
they have will stagger your 
mind! If you are interested 
in getting some, the best 
company to get them from 
is Young Living, as they 
have the most pure and 
potent oils. Don’t go get 
the ones off amazon and 

Wal-Mart as they are actu-
ally just air freshener in a 
bottle being marketed as 
oil! How do I know this? 
I have tested Young Liv-
ing oils in my laboratory 
and have found that they 
are as they claim, whereas 
the others came out to be 
chemical perfumes in dis-
guise! Next week I will 
give you some recipes for 
essential oil based home-
made air fresheners. Till 
then, do your research on 
all the harmful effects of 
chemical air fresheners. 
Larkin Fouse is a certified 
holistic health practitio-
ner, operator and owner of 
Crescent Clinic in Stilwell.

Cherokee artist Richard 
York, who recently moved 
from Oregon to Muldrow, 
will speak at the April meet-
ing of the Adair County 
Historical and Genealogi-
cal Association. Born in 
Granger, Utah, Richard has 
lived in Utah, Alaska, Ida-
ho, Oregon, and Oklahoma. 
After earning his Bachelor 
of Arts in 1996, he worked 
for fourteen years as a med-
ical public relations photog-
rapher. In 2014,  he received 
his Master of Fine Arts in 
Visual Studies degree from 
Pacific Northwest College 
of Art. Richard has received 
several awards, and his art 
has been displayed in ma-
jor museums. One of his 
latest accomplishments is 
a 2021 $10,000 LIFT grant 

he was awarded through the 
Native Arts and Cultures 
Foundation. Richard, who 
is married and the father of 
three children, enjoys doing 
virtual studio visits with el-
ementary schools. To quote 
Richard, “I make art to cel-
ebrate life, to heal, to initi-
ate dialogue and connect 
with others, to facilitate 
community, and to honor 
my ancestors.” In addition 
to visual art, Richard also 
creates Native American 
drums, flutes, bows, etc.
Please join us at the de-
pot at 6 p.m., April 21, 
for a great time of learn-
ing and fellowship.

By Regina Philpott 
McLemore, ACH&GA 
Secretary

ARTIST RICHARD YORK ARTIST RICHARD YORK 
TO SPEAK AT DEPOTTO SPEAK AT DEPOT

SCRIPTURE
                   – Mat. 28:5-6   (KJV)

Scripture sponsored by:

Faith Tabernacle
Corner of Hwy. 51 & Piney Road • Stilwell, OK

And the angel answered and said unto the 
women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Je-
sus, which was crucified. He is not here: for he 
is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where 

the Lord lay.

Stilwell Sports
 Spotlight

Commentary by John Bankel

Lady IndiansLady Indians
Slow Pitch UpdateSlow Pitch Update

Lady Indians Slowpitch Lady Indians Slowpitch 
takes 2 from Pryor by takes 2 from Pryor by 
scores of 8-6 and 16-5. scores of 8-6 and 16-5. 
The 5A  #7 ranked Stilwell The 5A  #7 ranked Stilwell 
Lady Indians improve Lady Indians improve 
their record to 19-2.their record to 19-2.

Did you know?Did you know?
Oklahoma, the word, is Oklahoma, the word, is 
two Choctaw Indian words two Choctaw Indian words 
that mean "Red People"?that mean "Red People"?

Oklahoma is the 18th  Oklahoma is the 18th  
largest state and is larger largest state and is larger 
than all six New England than all six New England 
states combined with a to-states combined with a to-
tal area of 69,919 sq. mi. tal area of 69,919 sq. mi. 

Oklahoma state animal is Oklahoma state animal is 
the bison or the American the bison or the American 
buffalo.buffalo.

Oklahoma state bird is the Oklahoma state bird is the 
sissor-tailed fly catcher. sissor-tailed fly catcher. 



Adair County retired edu-
cators, Belynda Brewster, 
Mary Ross, Lynda Hagar, 
and Regina McLemore, 
recently had a very good 
day at the Oklahoma Re-
tired Educators Associa-
tion convention. Not only 
was Adair County named 
as the top volunteer unit 
in the small unit category, 
their project was chosen 
as the top community ser-
vice project. For the years 
2019 and 2020, members 
of ACREA donated 9, 351 
volunteer hours. With the 
estimated cost of  a volun-
teer hour being approxi-
mately $28, ACREA do-
nated several thousands of 
dollars to Adair County.  In 
2020-2021, ACREA car-
ried out two service proj-
ects. First, they supported a 
student’s desire to fill 200 
shoeboxes for Operation 
Christmas Child by col-
lecting items for the shoe-
boxes and by donating a 
monetary gift.  They also 
adopted a young boy and 
girl from the Foster Care 
Angel tree program. Sec-
ond, they supported area 
veterans by making a sub-
stantial contribution to the 
Westville VFW and the 
Veteran’s Memorial Plaza.
ACREA’s VIM (Very Im-
portant Member), Mary 
Ross, was featured in the 
convention’s program for 
her thirty plus years of 
outstanding service as a 
teacher, administrator, and 
community leader in Okla-
homa and New Mexico. 
In addition to Mary Ross, 
ACREA’s posthumous Vol-
unteer of the Year, Linda 
Hummingbird, was also 
featured in the program. 
Linda recorded the mem-
bers’ volunteer hours and 
contributed many of her 
own in the service of other 
organizations, her church, 
and her community. She 
is greatly missed by all.

ADAIR COUNTY ACREA TAKES STATEADAIR COUNTY ACREA TAKES STATE

On a sunny yet windy day, 
Cathy Unger, the head of 
Adair County Litter-Free 
and Green, put together 
a "yard sale" next to the 
Sale Barn on April 8.  She 
is shown standing among 
her brilliantly colorful dis-
play of artificial flowers 
which she rescued from 
3 different area cemeter-
ies, including Stilwell City 
Cemetery.  Instead of these 
flowers being tossed into 
the trash and ending up in 
a landfill, which has been 

customarily done for years 
and years, Cathy gathers 
them up and puts a fresh 
face on each bouquet and 
then offers them for sale at 
a deep discount or donates 
them to people in need.  
Cathy clearly has a mis-
sion to help make Adair 
County a more attractive 
place for all of its citizens.  
Look for her event an-
nouncements in the Com-
muntiy Bulletin Board 
section of The Straight 
Forward FREE Press.

Cathy Unger Standing Proudly Cathy Unger Standing Proudly 
Among Her Refurbished Flowers  Among Her Refurbished Flowers      

by John Bankel

Part 1 In a SeriesPart 1 In a Series
The idea of a Ghost town has al-
ways intrigued this writer.  Per-
haps you are also one of those 
folks.  A Ghost Town conjures 
up a picture of a place forsaken 
and forgotten, with vestiges of 
buildings in various stages of 
ruin and, perhaps, a ghost or 
two lurking in some dark, dank 
and desolate corner.  It raises 
questions like  “What happened 
here and why? and when? and 
how?”  Oklahoma, like most 
other places in the U.S., has its 
share of towns that went from 
boom to bust and gathered 
themselves in a “heap of rubble 
ultimately consumed by rust.”  
In this series, this writer will 
present some of the more in-
teresting stories of these towns, 
most of which most people 
have never heard.  And perhaps, 
realistically, most people, after 
learning about them, will put 
them in their former place of 
forgotten Oklahoma lore.  Yet, 
the exploration upon which we 

are about to embark will yield 
its own fruit of curiosity and 
discovery.  There are 77 Coun-
ties in Oklahoma.  Each county 
will have its own assortment of 
Ghost Towns.  Adair County 
is no exception.  So, perhaps it 
would be of maximum interest 
to get the ball rolling with “The 
Ghost Towns Of Adair County.” 
 Todays trail has come to an 
end maybe we will meet 
again around the bend I hope 
your trail ends up on the right 
side of the fence and as the 
old song goes happy trails 
to you until we meet again.
.
END OF PART 1.  TO BE 
CONTINUED...
 
John Bankel is a freelance 
journalist and a retired High 
School Math teacher who 
can be reached at: write-
wright@journalist.com   
Copyright 2022.  All Rights 
Reserved.

ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL
Commentary by John Bankel

Today’s Trail Treks To The Memory Of 
Oklahoma Towns Come and Gone...

 GHOST TOWNS OF OKLAHOMA 

ACREA President Belynda Brewster receiving an 
award at the State Convention.

Treasurer Lynda Hagar, Regina McLemore, President 
Belynda Brewster, and Secretary Mary Ross

ACREA Secretary receiving an award for being a top 
VIM (Very Important Member).

Puzzle PagePuzzle Page
KRYPTO KONTEST 3.0KRYPTO KONTEST 3.0
Round 7Round 7
 As we enter the final 2 
Rounds of Krytpo Kon-
test 3.0, the race for the 
$25 and calculator prize 
remains a deadheat, with 
Beth, Stilwell and Mei-
sha, Westville in the lead.  
The next Round ends the 
Kontest.  In the event of 
a tie, there will be a tie-
breaking Krypto mailed 
to the individuals with the 
solutions sent back to the 
Krypto Kontest manager 
within a specified time 

period.  Today's Krypto 
has an answer of 20.  You 
are playing with 3, 8, 
9,13, 5. Remember you 
must use all five numbers 
and each one only once.  
With any combination 
of addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, or divi-
sion, to write an expres-
sion that equals 20.  Have 
a go at it and have some 
fun giving this one a try!
 
Mail your solution to: 
Krypto Kontest 3.0 POB 
885 Stilwell OK 74960

FROM JUDGE BROWN’S OFFICE:FROM JUDGE BROWN’S OFFICE:

Better late than never, GOOD NEWS!

Twenty -two children were adopted into forever homes 
on March 31, 2022, at Fletcher Park across from the 
Courthouse on 2nd Street. The bell was ringing for 
these new parents and their adoptees.
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Louise Ritter, daughter of 
William and Daisy (Eagle-
ton) Sisco, was born on 
December 9th, 1930, in 
Stilwell, Oklahoma and 
went to her heavenly home 
on Friday, March 25th, 
2022, in Stilwell, Okla-
homa at the age of 91.
Louise was married to 
Joe Ritter for 31 years. 
They were blessed with 
four children: Joe, Jack-
ie, Danny, and Brenda.
Louise’s life is a picture 
of her love for the Lord, 
her family and a true ser-
vant’s heart. She was a hard 
worker and truly enjoyed 
caring for her family. She 
cooked Sunday dinner, 
from the abundance of her 
gardening and canning ef-
forts, each Sunday without 
fail and always had plenty 
for whomever was able to 
attend, whether family or 
friends. She was the abso-
lute best at rocking a baby 

to sleep and could frequent-
ly be found with one in her 
arms. She served those in 
her family in many ways 
may it be always having ice 
cream on hand for grand-
kids, cooking, and cleaning, 
washing dishes, pitching to 
grandkids for hours on end, 
pushing swings at the park, 
gardening, canning, or just 
having an open home where 
anyone could enjoy her 
love and a wonderful meal. 
There are very few pictures 
where she wasn’t found 
either holding a grand-
baby or washing dishes.
Louise served faithfully as 
treasurer for Stilwell Free 
Holiness Mission for 30 
plus years. She worked at 
the Stilwell Canning Co. 
and Osburn's Laundry in 
her younger years. Later, 
she became a clerk for the 
Stilwell Mercantile until 
her retirement. True to her 
tendency for hard work and 
servanthood, she became 
a foster Grandparent for 
Maryetta School where she 
attended school as a child.
She was preceded in death 
by her parents; her hus-
band: Joe; two brothers: 
Bill and Jim Sisco; six 

sisters, an infant, Barbara 
Sisco, Edna Price, Del-
phine Morton, Alyene 
Caviness, Bettye Abbott, 
and Revon Isaacs; one son: 
Danny Ritter; an infant 
grandson: Danny Wayne 
Ritter; two daughters-in-
law: Lynda Hignite Ritter, 
and Janice O’Neal Ritter.
Louise is survived by a lov-
ing family that includes her 
sons: Joe Ritter and wife 
Kay, Jack Ritter and wife 
Patsy; daughter: Brenda 
Crozier and husband Rob-
ert, all of Stilwell, OK; 
daughter-in-law: Verna Rit-
ter of Sallisaw, OK; one 
sister: Rita James of Stil-
well, OK; 13 grandchil-
dren; a host of great and 
great-great grandchildren; 
and many special nieces, 
nephews, and friends.
She was dearly loved 
and cherished by 
all who knew her.
Funeral services were held 
at 10 am on Friday, April 1, 
2022 at Roberts/Reed-Cul-
ver Chapel, Stilwell, OK 
with Bro. Richard Gard-
ner officiating.  Interment 
followed at Stilwell City 
Cemetery, Stilwell, OK. 

Obituary................ 

Shelly Kahleetah Black, 
daughter of Nick Soap, 
Janis (Chulio) and Jim 
Sawney was born March 2, 
1968, in Tahlequah, Okla-
homa. She departed this 
life on Tuesday, March 22, 
2022, in Stilwell, Okla-
homa at 54 years of age.
Shelly married the love 
of her life, Preston Black 
on January 14, 1990.
She is survived by her 
loving husband: Preston 
Black; 1 daughter: So-
phie Cochran and hus-
band Daniel; 2 grandsons: 
Raylon and Kyron Co-
chran; 2 brothers: Dale 
Sisco and wife Tracy of 
Roland, Oklahoma, and 
Jimmy Sawney of Muld-
row, Oklahoma. Many 
nieces, nephews, and 

great nieces and neph-
ews also survive her.
She was preceded in 
death by her parents: 
Nick Soap and Janis 
Sawney; her twin sons: 
Ty and Brayden Black; 
and her grandparents: 
Sallie and Daniel Hum-
mingbird, and John Chu-
lio; 1 uncle: Oscar Chu-
lio; sister-in-law: Reenee 
Sawney; and 1 special 
cousin: Kammy Catron.
Shelly loved going yard 
selling, secondhand shop-
ping, gardening, fishing, 
and spending time with her 
daughter and grandchildren.
She will be missed by 
so many because of the 
love she spread to ev-
eryone she encountered.
Funeral services were held 
at 2 pm on Friday, March 
25, 2022 at Roberts/Reed-
Culver Chapel, Stilwell, 
OK with Bro. Leo Dun-
can officiating.  Inter-
ment followed at Akins 
Cemetery, Sequoyah 
County, Oklahoma. 

     
      surround
To enclose on all sides; to 

enclose so as to cut off com-
munication or retreat.

Ex. The Russians tried to 
surround the Ukrainians who 
were protecting

 their people.

Vocabulary

WORD
of 

the

DAY

Today's puns are all 
about kids in church:
3-year old Reese:
Our Father, who does 
art in heaven, Har-
old is His name.  

       ****
A little boy was over 
heard praying: "Lord, if 
you can't make me a bet-
ter boy, don't worry about 
it.  I'm having a real good 

time like I am".  
      ****

After the christening 
of his baby brother in 
church, Jason sobbed all 
the way home in the back 
seat of the car.  His father 
asked him three times 
what was wrong.  Final-
ly, the boy replied, "That 
preacher said he wanted 
us brought up in a Chris-
tian home, and I wanted 

to stay with you guys.  
****

    One particular four-year-
old prayed:  "And for-
give us our trash baskets 
as we forgive those who 
put trash in our baskets".  

  ****
A Sunday school teacher 
asked her children as they 
were on the way to church 
service,  "And why is it 
necesary to be quiet in 
church"?  One bright lit-
tle girl replied, "Because 
people are sleeping".  

  ****
A mother was preparing 
pancakes for her sons, 
Kevin 5, and Ryan 3.  The 
boys began to argue over 
who would get the first 
pancake.  Their mother 
saw the opportunity for 
a moral lesson.  If Je-

sus were sitting here, He 
woudl say "Let my broth-
er have the first pancake, 
I can wait".  Kevin turned 
to his yunger brother and 
said "Ryan, you be Jesus"!

 ****
A father was at the beach 
with his children when 
the four-year-old son ran 
up to him, grabbed his 
hand, and led him to the 
shore where a seagull lay 
dead in the sand.  "Daddy, 
what happened to him"?  
the son asked.  "He died 
and went to heaven", 
the dad replied.  The 
boy thought a moment 
and then said: "Did God 
throw him back down"?

Our retiring composer 
(Joy) and spouse (Mathew) touring 

Mount Rushmore and the Badlands.

What's So Punny Pun Fun
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Mount Rushmore, South Dekota

Badlands, South Dekota
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White’s Tax
& Accounting
Gerald R. White E.A.

• Est. 1967 •
101 West Division Street

Stilwell, OK 74960
whitestax2014@yahoo.com
(918) 696-6821

(918) 797-2470 FAX

AAA ABSTRACT CO., INC.
(918) 696-2770

E-mail:
aaaabstract@windstream.net

Nancy Garrett Insurance Agency
Offi  ce: (918) 696-3371

E-mail:
ngarrettfarrier@farmersagent.com

Associates
Insurance
Services LLC.
211 US-59

Kansas, OK  74347

Open: M-F 8:00-4:30

(918) 868-3502
800-725-5736

Rick Stubblefi eld, Agent

THE
HEAD QUARTERS

HAIR SALON
315 N. 2nd

Stilwell, OK 74960

(918) 696-HAIR
                     (4247)

Owner/Hairdresser:
Judy Grant

Family Owned Rx Since 1964
Prescription

Compounding Hormone
Replacement

     Pain Cream
             Nausea Vomiting

~ Transfer Your Rx Compound to Us ~

918-696-2500

State Farm
Providing Insurance
& Financial Services
Home Offi ce, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Larry N. Strauss,
Agent

114 W. Division
Stilwell, OK 74960

Bus. 918-696-4114

®

Let’s Eat...

coff ee • bakery • steakscoff ee • bakery • steaks

Stilwell, OK

ROBERTS & HART
Funeral Home
1428 S. Williams

Westville, OK 74965

ROBERTS-REED-CULVER
Funeral Home

801 W. Locust St.
Stilwell, OK 74960

918-696-2136
• Available 24/7 •

Deb’s Hair Depot
24 N. 1st

Stilwell, OK
Owner–Darrell & Deby Lacie

Stylists:
          • Deby Lacie
          • Lana Williams
          • Rhonda Fletcher

918-696-3283

Feeders Supply, LLC
12 West Oak St.

Stilwell, OK 74960

Brad Kimble, Owner
918-696-7322918-696-7322

918-575-9609

Owner/Lindsey Miller

Stilwell, OKStilwell, OK

TED’STED’S
STILWELL STILWELL 
DISCOUNT DISCOUNT 
LUMBERLUMBER

309 S. 2nd St.309 S. 2nd St.
• In-Store Shopping •• In-Store Shopping •

• Delivery •• Delivery •

918-696-8337918-696-8337

The Muffl  er
Shop LLC

P.O. Box 1438
2909 Hwy. 59

Stilwell, OK 74960
(918) 696-5312

• Custom
• Duals
• Wheel Alignment
• Minor & Major   
    Repairs

• Muffl ers
• Brakes
• Catalytic 
    Converters
• Custom Tips

LOAN & TAX SERVICE

107 W. Division St.
Stilwell, OK 74960

(918) 696-3994
LoansByWorld.com

Early ‘90’s F250
DIESEL

Call Ryan

815-451-0187

REX EARL STARR
Attorney at Law

918-696-6500

H&H PAWN
(918) 696-5363

Hwy. 51 West
Stilwell, OK

Be ye strong therefore,Be ye strong therefore,
and let not your hands be weak.and let not your hands be weak.

Jeff rey Bryant Jones
Attorney at Law

J. Bryant Jones PLC.
17 North Second

Stilwell, OK 74960
jeff joneslaw@gmail.com

Phone: 918-696-5889
Fax: 918-696-2728

Owner: Gerri Morris            Manager: Shirley Ellis

Happy Hills
    Thrift Store

200 Main St. • Watts, OK
Wednesday - Friday

9am - 2pm
Shirley                     Gerri

479-549-5580        479-238-3776
Guy

479-549-5581

119 S. 2nd St.
Stilwell, OK 74960

918-696-5096

HANDCRAFTS
Shirley Ellis                  Guy Ellis
Owner                  Owner

Woodwork • Furniture • Frames 
& Much More

479-549-5580
479-549-5581

Watts, OK

 Fragrance
    & Flowers

323 So. 2nd
918-696-6056

Flowers - Gifts - More
• Bring Ad in for 10% Off •

TRACTOR FOR HIRE
Call Jim at

458-220-7816
• Tractor is a 4-wheel-drive
• 48-horse
• Brush hog 6-ft.
• Rototiller 6-ft.

• Box blade with ripper 6-ft.
• Post hole digger
• Forks 46”
• Dump truck to haul away  
  debris

Discount
Express
422 S. 2nd St.

Stilwell, OK
Stop By and Check Out 
Our Great Discounts on
a Large Variety of Items!

TAX PREPARER / NOTARY PUBLICTAX PREPARER / NOTARY PUBLIC

WILHITE’SWILHITE’S
TAXTAX

(918) 696-7389(918) 696-7389

ANGELA WILHITEANGELA WILHITE

708 N. 2nd Street 708 N. 2nd Street 
Stilwell, OK 74960Stilwell, OK 74960

WILHITETAX@YAHOO.COMWILHITETAX@YAHOO.COM

Place Your Ad
HERE!

1x2 Black & White
4 Issues $40

1x2 Color
4 Issues $60
Send Ad Copy To:

straightforwardpress21
@gmail.com

• Locally Raised •
• Antibiotic Free •
• Hormone Free •

• American Wagyu • 
GROUND

BEEF
$600 lb.

   USDA Inspected

Pick Up & Delivery Available
Stilwell, OK

Call 479-461-3290Call 479-461-3290

Kagumi 
Japanese Cuisine

Food Truck

S 2nd Street, Stilwell
by Movietown

H H

Faith, Family & Feed

Dale & Tammy Kester
Owners/Operators

911 W. Locust St. • Stilwell, OK 74960
918-696-6137

redwagonfeed@gmail.com

Red Wagon Feed

Bethel Church ServiceBethel Church Service:  Ist Saturday of the month and 
last Saturday of the month, service at 5 p.m.-?  Rodney 
Chuculate.
Women’s Prayer MeetingWomen’s Prayer Meeting.  Tuesday nights at 6 p.m.-?  
Martha Snow.    

  
Adair County Litter-Free & Green Adair County Litter-Free & Green monthly Recycle 
Day is from 9 a.m. to noon at the Adair County  Com-
missioner District 2 Barn located on Hwy. 59 N and 
Fairfield Road.  You may contact Cathy Unger at 918-
696-1178 or Joyce Radtke at 918-696-7316 if you have 
questions or comments..  The following is a list of 
projected recycle dates and will only change if there is 
inclement weather conditions that day:  April 16th, May 
21st, June 18th, July 16th, August 20th, September 17th, 
October 15th, November 19th and December 17th.


