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Happy New Year Adair County

Wishing All Y’all Prosperity, Health & Happiness in 2022!

Special Feature:

Adair County Artist Vibe

The first issue of each month in The Straight Froward FREE Press features the story of a local artist/
artisan. There is an enormous amount of artistic talent in Adair County that is awaiting recognition. This
column is one way to give these talented county citizens that recognition. Today we feature the work of
Lorri Hardin. She has the Vibe!
AN ARTIST
HOME ON THE RANCH
Lorri Hardin grew up on her
father’s ranch in Pauls Valley,
OK. After graduation from
high school, she took a job as
Lifestyle Editor with the local
Daily Democrat. And just like
many a young person from a rural
upbringing, Lori felt the itch to
find out what life is all about in the
BIG CITY, Oklahoma City, that
is. Leaving Pauls Valley was a big
step, to be sure.
Lorri got a job with an OKC Law
Firm and began preparing for a law
degree. However, as with many a
young girl’s plans, an interruption
occurred. She met David Hardin
and got married. David, a native
of Adair County, brought Lori
back to his Ranch. Back to her
favorite environment. From there
her roots began to grow. She ended
up earning a degree from Arkansas
University in Environmental
Science.
She began a new career with
the Oklahoma Department of
Agriculture. Her work there took
her to many a fascinating Eastern
Oklahoma locations. Outdoors and
nature galore.
Lorri was influenced from early
childhood by her exceptionally art.
talented artist Father, who
This writer asked her what her
produced many an exquisite favorite subject is? She replied,
painting, of which he sold without hesitation, “I like to paint globe with the proceeds from
many. She began sketching and wildlife.” From the sample photos, every painting she sells. Among
experimenting with color that her one can see she does a great job in those charities is Voice Of The
Father taught her. Lorri had found depicting her theme, even when the Martyr. In her words, “I feel I am
a perfect escape mechanism from “wildlife” is not so wild. Her Father paying God back for the gift He
the pressures of daily life in her must be beaming. Yet, what is most gave me.”
artwork. Yet, it was not until Lorri impressive about Lorri Hardin is
We are blessed this day to
retired from her full-time job with her intention of glorifying God enjoying her gift! One can visit
the Department of Agriculture that through her artwork. Her mission is the Hardin Ranch, Autumn Acres,
she was able to devote herself to to donate to a charity that supports on Facebook @ Autumn Acres
once again fervently pursuing her persecuted Christians around the Ranch.

Voter Registration Deadline Approaches
14th, January 2022, is the last
day to apply for voter registration
in order to be eligible to vote in the
February 8th Town of Westville
Special Municipal Election, Adair
County Election Board Secretary
Jan Wilhite said today.
Wilhite said that persons who
are United States Citizens, residents of Oklahoma, and at least 17
½ years old are eligible to apply
for voter registration. However,
you must be at least 18 years old
to vote.
Applications must be received
by the County Election Board or
postmarked no later than midnight,
January 14, 2022. Applications
postmarked after that time will
be accepted, but will not be processed until after the February 8th
Election. Applications may also
be submitted to any motor vehicle
agency that is also an official voter

registration agency by the submission deadline.
Applicants will be notified in
writing when their application has
been processed. Approved voters
will receive a Voter Identification
Card in the mail. Some may receive
a letter that explains the reason or
reasons the application was not approved. Wilhite said those who do
not receive a response within 30
days of submitting their application
should contact the County Election
Board office immediately.
The Adair County Election
Board reminds voters that applications must be approved by the
County Election Board Secretary
in order to vote.
Registered voters who have
moved to Adair County from a different county or state will need to
complete a new Voter Registration
Application in order to be eligible

for elections in Adair County. If
you have moved within the county
and need to update your address,
you may make changes online using the OK Voter Portal at oklahoma.gov/elections/ovp or complete
a Voter Registration Application.
Voter Registration Applications
can be downloaded from the State
Election Board website at oklahoma.gov/elections. You may also
complete a form at your County
Election Board. Most post offices,
tag agencies, and public libraries
have applications available upon
request.
The Adair County Election
Board is located at 220 W. Division, Stilwell, OK and is open
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. For questions,
please contact the Election Board
at 918-696-7221 or adair.county@elections.ok.gov.

Author Faith Phillips
To Speak January 13
By Regina Philpott McLemore,
SPLFS Secretary
SPLFS (Stilwell Public Library
Friends Society) will host wellknown local author, Faith Phillips, at their regular meeting on
Thursday, January 13, 5 p.m., at
the Stilwell Public Library. Faith
has published three books, Ezekiel’s Wheels, It’s Not That Hard
To, and Now I Lay Me Down.
Her last book, Now I Lay Me
Down, is described as “the true
life story of three murdered girls
and the Oklahoma Woman Who
Pursued Them.” This book has
gained widespread recognition,
and Oxygen Network will air a
true crime episode based on it in
January. Stilwell will be seeing a
lot of Faith and her film crew over
the next several months. She is the
Executive Producer of an upcoming true crime documentary with

Author Faith Phillips
Texas Crew Productions.
Come to the library on January 13, meet Faith, and hear about
her amazing journey, from Adair
County to Hollywood.

From left to right: Jeana Martinez, Harps Employee, Karen
Martinez, Jan Dodd, Harps Manager presenting $2,500 check to
Shelly Terrell, Marty Martinez, Susan Cox, Susie Greenlee, and
Karen Hooper.

Feed My Sheep Ministries:
Love Of The Lord In Action
In April, 2021, Shelly Terrell,
owner of Sundowner Tractors, had
a vision for a mission to help those
among us who desperately need
help, yet not just with a handout,
but also a handup. She acted upon

that vision immediately and began
organizing the Feed My Sheep
ministry. She got the word out to
local churches and several ladies
saw an opportunity to serve The

By John Bankel
The Adair County Republican
Party held their regular meeting on
December 13 at the KCS Depot to
a full house. The highlight of the

evening was the introduction of
Keith Barenberg, who announced
his candidacy for District 4 State
Senator.

(See Feed My on Page 5)

State Senate Candidate
Introduced at Adair County
Republican Party Meeting

(See State Senate on Page 3)

PROVERB POWER

“Whatever is good and perfect comes down to us from God our
Father…He never changes.” – James 1:17 (NLT)

Happy 2022 from Proverb Power.”

The Straight Forward FREE Press
is now ONLINE on Google!

www.straightforwardfreepress.com
Check it out and enjoy!
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The conservative view The Lady in the Blue Sari
By Russell Turner

IN search of facts
I have the opinion that history is
one of, if not the most important,
subjects that should be taught to
future generations. I can remember
a comment by one of the Japanese
commanders after the sneak attack
upon the naval base in Pearl Harbor, he said that he feared all the
attack accomplished was to awake
a sleeping giant. At that time our
moral fiber was strong and our
people had shared goals and values, many people have referred to
the Americans of that day as being
the greatest generation. Sadly, today we Americans have become a
comatose giant.
One definition of comatose is a
state of deep unconsciousness for
a prolonged or indefinite period of
time. Too many of our people have
been content to be unconscious
when it comes to the issues that
will have a direct impact upon the
future generations of this nation.
We all need to remind ourselves
that we do have enemies in the
world, contrary to the one-world
government crowd that has the belief that we all should join hands
and sing on a mountain top and every thing will be great. One of our
biggest adversaries is the nation of
China, it is no secret that the Chinese are wanting to become the
dominate power on planet Earth.
They are building up their military, but at the same time they are
diminishing our country by systematically buying up some of our
most productive farmland and key
industries. According to data from
the USDA, Chinese investors controlled 191,652 acres in the United
States worth about $1.86 million
before the start of 2020, compared
to 13,720 acres, worth $81,425, as
of the end of 2010. One of China’s
big deals was meat processor WH
Group, which purchased Virginiabased Smithfield Foods for $4.7
billion in 2013. With the purchase,
the Chinese company now owns
the largest pork producer in the

United States. Another example
is of two Chinese citizens who
bought a 22,000-acre ranch in
Utah in 2011 to grow alfalfa and
export it to China. These accumulations are not limited just to the
United States, all across the world
the Chinese Communist Party are
actively acquiring all kinds of resources. It is very evident that they
are putting their country first. It
wasn’t that long ago the liberals
in this country were giving former
president Trump all kinds of anguish for putting our country first.
I am sure that the leaders of China
are laughing their butts off about
how the leaders of our nation are
making a shambles of our energy
sector, border security, etc.
Fortunately, there are some law
makers who are starting to see
the writing on the wall. Rep. Dan
Newhouse (R-Wash.) introduced
an amendment to the House’s fiscal year 2022 agriculture appropriations legislation (H.R.4356) in
June. If enacted, the amendment
would empower the Secretary of
Agriculture to prohibit the purchase of agricultural land in the
United States by companies owned
by China, Iran, North Korea, and
Russia, according to the language
of the legislation. If our leaders
don’t take quick action, it won’t be
long until the future generations of
this nation will not be able to farm
the land in our own country. Has
it ever occurred to most Americans
how stable our food supply will be
when foreign countries own a huge
portion of our farmland? It is time
that we Americans come out of our
self-imposed coma and take it seriously. It is also time we stop electing people whose family members
and themselves are willing to make
a quick buck at the expense of the
citizens of this country. It is time
we Americans stop being stupid;
ignorance can be forgiven for a
while, but stupidity is unforgivable.

* * *
The best and most beautiful things in the world cannot be scene or even
touched–they must be felt with the heart.–Hellen Keller

Vocabulary

WORD
of
the

Stroll

Example: My husband and I
stroll every day after supper for our
health.

• walk in a leisurely way.
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Part 25
By Donna Boecher
Finishing their flight from Delhi
to Shimla, Teresa couldn’t help but
softly finger her Minnu composed
of a gold-beaded cross on its gold
leaf (wedding necklace). She was
married to the love of her life! It
was one p.m. as they checked into
the Oberoi Cecil Hotel. It would
take them a few days to acclimatize

themselves to the thin air of the
Himalayas; they would begin with a
promenade along the mall, pausing
often while looking directly north
to the Himalayas into; their first
stroll as husband and wife. Their
steps were slow and intentional,
proclaiming with jasmine studded
wedding
varmalas
(necklace
shaped flower strands) their lifelong commitment. Poor men and

Health Tips from Larkin...
By Larkin Fouse, CHHP
Homeopathy, Part 1–History
and Uses: Homeopathy is not just
home medicine, it is actually its
own healing system developed in
Germany 200 years ago by a man
called Samuel Hahnemann who
discovered it quite accidentally.
Samuel wanted to find a way of
healing people without the use
of drug and surgery, and thus he
looked to nature for his remedies
and being inspired by Hippocrates
who said that the cause of illness
can often lead to its own cure, such
as eating honey that has pollen in it
to cure allergies to pollen. So, with
this idea in mind, Samuel set out to
try and heal people, and he did so
by looking for substances that often
caused illness and trying to find a
way to turn them into medicine.
He started by simply diluting them
down to tiny amounts and tried
that, but it did not work, after many
failed attempts and no success, in
frustration Samuel took a bottle
of diluted remedy he had made,
and banged it on the table several

times, and then got the idea to use
that solution to see if the banging
had made any difference, well lo
and behold it did and he finally had
his healing system! So he spent the
rest of his life diluting and banging
or succussing these remedies to
create different medicines to see
what all he could cure with it and
found that many forms of disease
in body, mind and spirit could all
be healed. Using this very strange
and unorthodox method of healing.
He named it homeopathy, meaning
like suffering, because it uses a
diluted and succussed substance
that usually causes illness to cure
it. It is very useful at home, as it is
very affordable and gentle to use,
as well as simple. It only takes a
little rudimentary knowledge to
get into the use of homeopathics
to help yourself and those you care
about in life.
Larkin Fouse is a certified
holistic health practitioner, operator
and owner of Crescent Clinic in
Stilwell. See advertisement in this
paper for more information.

Mullin It Over:

2021: A Year in Review
By Congressman Markwayne Mullin

The end of each year gives us
an opportunity to reflect on the
year behind us and look forward to
what is to come. As I look back on
what 2021 has brought our country,
I can’t help but think of a two reoccurring themes from Democratcontrolled Washington: reckless
spending and bad policy.
Legislation with trillion-dollar
price tags have become the norm.
The American Rescue Plan, the
so-called “infrastructure” package,
and the recent Build Back Broke
spending bill were all priced at levels our country cannot afford. According to the Congressional Budget Office, the Build Back Broke
bill alone will cost $4.9 trillion
and add over $3 trillion to our nation’s deficit. Thanks to this level
of spending, inflation is the highest
it has been in 39 years.
President Biden created multiple crises on his first day in office with the stroke of a pen. He
canceled the Keystone XL pipeline and rejoined the Paris Climate
agreement. These actions attempt
to destroy the American energy
industry and make our country
vulnerable to our foreign adversaries, whom we now rely upon for
oil production. Additionally, he reversed President Trump’s immigration policies, opening our southern
border to national security and
public health concerns. Over 1.6
million illegal immigrants have
been apprehended at the border
since February along with enough
fentanyl to kill every American
seven times over. Further, let’s not
forget the unconstitutional COVID
vaccine mandates that are keeping

Americans out of work. Executive
orders like these do nothing to put
America first.
An emboldened Speaker Pelosi
has worked to pass sweeping legislation in the House, such as the
Equality Act, which would ultimately eliminate Title IX protections for women and gut religious
freedom protections, and gun
reform bills that undermine our
Second Amendment rights. These
threaten the principles of the Constitution on which our great democracy stands.
Finally, we will never forget
what happened in Afghanistan this
past August. There has yet to be a
single person in the Biden Administration who has been held accountable for the disastrous withdrawal.
Americans expect and deserve better from our Commander in Chief.
As we move further from August, I
pray the victims of this withdrawal
and those who remain helpless under Taliban control stay at the forefront of every American’s mind,
so we can continue in the fight to
bring Americans and those who
helped us home.
Through all that has happened
in Washington and across our
country this year, I have refused to
give up the fight for what is best
for the Second District and our democracy. It is an honor to represent
the great state of Oklahoma and I
look forward to continuing to do so
in the new year.
Want to stay up-to-date on what
I’m doing in Oklahoma and Washington on your behalf? Sign up for
my newsletter by visiting Mullin.
house.gov/newslettersignup.

rich men of many nations had
sashayed down this thoroughfare.
Walking, the fragrance of their
flowers caused other couples to
smile and look for the source.
Two hours later it was High Tea,
and they were selecting specific
teas; Teresa liked Darjeeling,
while Alex liked Assam which
was much stronger in flavor and
made the best Chai Masala. Alex
had learned a lot since arriving
in India. Teresa laughed – at the
thought but not at Alex – because
so many Americans asked for
“chai tea.” That was like saying
“tea tea.” Chai was the word for
tea. Now, Alex knew how to order
that lovely mixed beverage of tea
with hot milk, sugar, and spices;
he asked for “Chai Masala.”
Masala means mixed. Enough
about tea, they were ready for
the petit crustless sandwiches of
water cress or cucumber, egg salad
or salmon; scones with lemon
curd, fruit preserves, Devonshire
cream; and fresh fruit tarts. Such
a piece of British gastronomy in
the Himalayas. Added to that,
Rudyard Kipling had stayed in the
old portion of the Oberoi while
writing – almost 150 years ago.
There was so much to contemplate
as they wound down and took an
early “good night.”

,

Dear John
Fred

Dear John, I don’t know how
to handle this situation. I have a
teenage son who is into pulling
pranks. He does silly things
like putting sugar into the salt
container. Well, things might be
out of hand; the other day he put
my Nair into his dad’s shampoo
bottle. My husband practically
idolizes his hair. It is long and
in a ponytail. So husband is
washing his hair and starts yelling,
“Something is wrong!” His hair
was stretching. From the smell,
I new what it was. My son was
trying to stifle his laughter and
I couldn’t help myself, I started
laughing too. Was I wrong?
Mommy Dearest
Dear Mommy Dearest, I
couldn’t help myself either. I
started laughing trying to imagine
the whole scene with your frantic
husband and his precious hair
coming apart at the seams. At the
same time, you need an answer to
your question: “Was I wrong?” If
by that you mean “was I wrong for
laughing”, then the answer has to
be “no”. You did nothing wrong
yet maybe you need to have a
little talk with your son about his
prankishness. Some pranks can
turn into disasters and that isn’t
funny.  
Sincerely,
Dear John
Have you got a question for
Dear John? Send it to: dearjohn@
writeme.com…Real names are
not used.
Copyright 2022. All rights
reserved.

Stilwell
Nutrition
Center
has Re-Opened for
Lunch and Recreation:

Pool, Cards & Conversation.
Come on By...
Bring a Friend!
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Obituaries

Casey Allen Carr

October 3, 1981 – December 17, 2021

Casey Allen Carr of Westville, Oklahoma was born October 3, 1981 in
Arlington, Texas to Perry E. and Rebecca A. (Tate) Carr
and passed away December 17, 2021 in Fayetteville,
Arkansas at the age of 40.
He is survived by: Wife: Shana Cheri Williams Carr,
Son: Jaxon Allen Carr of Westville, Oklahoma,
Daughter: Haley Hilkey and husband Joziah of
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma,
Granddaughters: Stella and Sage,
Mother and Father: Rebecca Ann and Perry Edward
Carr of Arlington, Texas,
Brother: Jordan Ray Carr of Arlington, Texas,
Sisters: Donna Lee and husband Charles Quarles of
Bokchito, Oklahoma, Amy Christine and husband Wiley Collins, III of Mineola,
Texas.
Numerous nieces and nephews, cousins, other relatives, and a host of friends.
He was preceded in death by his Grandparents: Wanda and Perry J. Carr of
Arlington, Texas and Sarah and Alvin Parsley of Fort Worth, Texas.
Casey graduated from Arlington High School in Arlington, Texas in 2000.
He worked at Kelley Commercial of Fayetteville, Arkansas in maintenance.
He married Shana Cheri Williams on October 12, 2013. Casey loved spending
time with his family and friends as well as hunting and fishing when he got the
chance.
Casey will be deeply missed by all who knew and loved him as family.
Funeral services were held at 1 pm on Wednesday, December 22, 2021 at
Roberts & Hart Funeral Home, Westville, OK with Chris Hyndman officiating.
Interment followed at Old Baptist Mission Cemetery, Westville, OK.

Darryl Dean Mullin

May 30, 1942 – December 15, 2021

Darryl Dean Mullin, the fourth child & second son of Gwen Franklin Mullin &
Marjorie Pearl (Hamblin) Mullin, was born on Memorial
Day, May 30, 1942 in Clearfork, Oklahoma, Adair
County. He lived his entire life of 79 years in Clearfork.
He started his cattle herd in his teens & continued until
2017. In 1972 he began the broiler poultry business
& continued until December 2012. He did all parts of
haying for his own cattle & hauled square bales for many
farmers for most of his adult life. He introduced many
young boys/men to real work & sweat on the back of the
hay truck. He loved to work. Hard work never bothered
him. He not only loved to work, but he loved to hunt deer,
turkey, elk, moose, bighorn sheep & ducks.
On May 29, 1964 Darryl married Lois Ann Mallory at
the little Clearfork Church. They have lived in his Grandpap Mullin’s house since
the first year of their marriage. They welcomed three wonderful children: Angela,
Daniel & Dallas.
Darryl was saved at the tender age of seven at Clearfork. Bro. Arthur Essary
was the evangelist. He served the Lord faithfully his entire life. He was faithful to
church as long as he was able to get there. January 12, 2021 was his last service.
He loved church, God, & his family. He was a faithful son, husband, father,
brother, uncle, grandpa, great grandpa, friend & neighbor.
He served as Sunday School Superintendent; Service Leader; Trustee; Deacon;
and Christian School Worker. He did Jail Ministry for 17 years at Adair County
Jail. He loved telling those men about a better life in Jesus Christ. He had a burden
for their lost souls. Through the years many singers, preachers, missionaries, &
others accompanied him for which he was very thankful.
He is survived by his wife, Lois Mullin, of the home near Westville, OK,
children: Angela Johnson and husband Scott of Goshen, IN, Daniel Mullin and wife
Donita of Siloam Springs, AR, Dallas Mullin and wife Sheila of Kansas, OK.
Grandchildren: Aaron Johnson, Esther Scrogham, Isaac Johnson, Desmond
Mullin, Dexter Mullin, Ashley Donelle, Devon Mullin, Dustin Mullin, and Sheila
Mullin.
Great-grandchildren: Jace Scrogham, Brayden Scrogham, Harper Mullin,
Drake Mullin, Daylon Mullin, MaKinzlee Mullin, Dirk Mullin, Derek Mullin,
Paislee Mullin, Talonn Mullin, Raylon Mullin, Nevaeh Mullin, Audrey Mullin,
& Decklyn Loper.
He is also survived by a host of other relatives and friends.
Funeral services were held at 1 pm on Tuesday, December 21, 2021 at Faith
Holiness Church, Westville, OK with Bro. Dennis Knapp officiating. Interment
followed at Westville City Cemetery, Westville, OK under the direction of Roberts
& Hart Funeral Home, Westville, OK.

Eileen Patricia (McCown) Davison
April 5, 1944 – December 12, 2021

Eileen Patricia (McCown) Davison, daughter of Preston William and Pearl
Nannie McCown, was born on April 5th, 1944 in Upland, California and passed
from this life on Sunday, December 12, 2021 in Little
Rock, Arkansas.
She was a kind hearted, loving, hardworking, hard
headed woman.
Gene was her world, 56 years of marriage that began on
February 4th, 1965. She enjoyed taking care of him. Her
children were very special to her, even though she called
them the wrong names. She loved being a grandma and a
great-grandma. Her grandbabies could do no wrong.
She always had a smile on her face, never met a
stranger, had a sense of humor for everything and could
strike up a conversation with anyone. She worked at
Franklin Electric until she retired after 30 years. She enjoyed all of her friends
she made there.
She was a fantastic cook, you never ate anything that tasted better than Nanny’s
food. She knew her recipes by heart, never having to measure. She made the best
homemade cookies and macaroni salad.
Her love for Christmas was something that you couldn’t miss. The house was
filled with dancing and singing Christmas dolls. She would always play them for
the kids when they came to visit. There were so many that you could barely walk
in the door.
She loved her dog Dexter, going to yard sales and always had a Hallmark
movie playing at any time of day unless she was at the Casino. Some would say
that she lived there, she loved that place.
Most of all, she was a Christian woman. She would always tell her grandkids
to say their prayers at night. She exchanged Bible verses daily with a friend and
loved receiving midnight Mom devotionals with messages and scriptures. Her last
wish is for her family to be HAPPY!
She was preceded in death by her parents: Pearl Nannie McCown and Preston
William McCown, siblings: John McCown, Jerry McCown, Glen McCown,
Imogene Baublit, Deloris Williams, Harvey McCown, Novadene McCown, greatgrandkids: Hunter Burrows, Kaisley Frazier, great niece: Kayla Smith and niece:
Darlene Rand.
She is survived by her husband: Lonnie Eugene Davison.
Sister-in-law: Wilma Dennis and children Vicki, Denise and family.
Her children: Ronnie Davison and wife Laura of Westville, OK, grandchildren,
Felicia, Aaron, Lacey, Nikolas and 10 great-grandkids.
Rhonda Hale and husband Scott of Westville, grandchildren, Kassi, Branson,
Tiffany, Jonathan, Cash, Kyler, Kerryonna, Easton, Hudson and 10 greatgrankids.
Renee Bird and husband Terry of Stilwell, OK and grandchildren, Lonnie,
Gary, Jeanene and 5 great-grankids.

Rusty Williams and wife Samantha of Westville, and grandchild Aiden.
She is also survived by several nieces, nephews, other relatives and many
friends.
Funeral services were held at 2 pm on Thursday, December 16, 2021 at Roberts
& Hart Chapel, Westville, OK with Bro. Carl Clark officiating. Interment followed
at Westville City Cemetery, Westville, OK.

Georgia Ell (Wilson) O’Neal

February 22, 1935 – December 19, 2021

Georgia Ell (Wilson) O’Neal was born on February 22, 1935, in Stilwell,
Oklahoma to Claude and Madge Wilson. On December 19, 2021, Georgia O’Neal,
wife, mother, daughter, and sister, passed away.
She had eight siblings; five sisters and three brothers: Lillian, Dorothy, Rosie,
Alfie, Gene, Alfred, Harvey, and Calvin.
On June 1, 1953, she married the love of her life: Harley O’Neal. In the years to
follow they would raise a family of eight boys: Edward, Jimmy, Tommy, Donny,
Danny, Johnny, Kenny, and Dee. She loved her husband and boys more than life
itself.
Georgia loved to sew matching shirts for her boys and Harley. She loved to
collect Dolls and made beautiful clothes for them. She also made chairs and
wishing wells out of clothes pins. She loved music and was a talented writer and
musician. She started singing and playing guitar as a child with her family. She
had made a CD of some of her favorite country gospel songs for her family to
enjoy and sure she’s teaching the Angels how to sing today.
She was loved dearly and will be missed, until we meet again.
She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband: Harley O’Neal;
children: Edward, Danny, and Jimmy; granddaughter: Gabriela O’Neal; and
daughter-in-law: Penny O’Neal.
Georgia is survived by her children: Tommy, Donny, and Danny of the home,
Johnny, Kenny, Dee, and Melissa; brothers: Alfred and Bitty, and Calvin and
Janice; 17 grandchildren; 5 step-grandchildren; 17 great-grandchildren; and 7
great-step-grandchildren.
Graveside services were held at 2 pm on Thursday, December 21, 2021 at
Ewing Chapel Cemetery, Stilwell, OK under the direction of Roberts/Reed-Culver
Funeral Home.

Harold Wayne Knight

April 26, 1941 – December 23, 2021

Harold Wayne Knight was born on April 26, 1941, in Fresno, California to
Moultry Cornelius and Alma Ruth (Brannon) Knight.
He and his family moved to Spade Mountain
Community when he was just a toddler. Harold attended
Rabbit Trap School until 8th grade. He told of himself
being Valedictorian of his class. He then laughed and
said that there were only 3 of us. One quit and the other
moved. Harold graduated from Stilwell High School in
1959. Soon after, he went to work in California for Hunt’s
Foods and for the next 6 years he cooked ketchup.
Harold married Lillian Ruth Hamlin on November 11,
1966. They were married for 55 years with many good
memories to cherish. Harold was training horses when
they married. After a couple of years, he transitioned to driving a feed truck for
Hudson Foods. Over the years, he worked as a shop foreman, feed dispatcher /
logistics manager, and broiler supervisor. Tyson Foods bought out Hudson and
Harold worked for several more years before retiring in 2003. In addition to
working his full-time job, Harold raised commercial chickens, cattle, horses and
two daughters, otherwise known as his fillies (Kitten and Whipper).
Harold lived most of his adult life in Bunch, Oklahoma. Horses and coon
hunting were his favorite hobbies. But he also enjoyed playing the guitar and
singing, spending time with the guys at the hunting cabin, and fishing at the
watershed lake. There was also Friday and Saturday night fun at Big Dad and
Granny Knight’s (Moultry and Alma Ruth’s).
Harold was generous, ready to help others, devoted to his family, and comical.
He thoroughly enjoyed his grandchildren. He loved taking them for adventures
over the place, fishing, and to the creek.
Harold departed this life on Thursday, December 23, 2021, at Baptist Health
Hospital in Ft. Smith, Arkansas with his wife and daughters by his side.
Harold was preceded in death by his parents and sister, Pat Goodwin.
He is survived by his wife, Lillian Knight, of the home; daughters: Meleah
Withers and husband Bruce of Hillsboro, TX; Nikki Starr and husband Alan of
Stilwell, OK; siblings: Leon Goodwin (brother-in-law) of Stilwell, OK; Barbara
Silver and husband Dainus of Canton, GA; Jerry Knight and wife Debbie of Stilwell,
OK, Gary Knight and wife LaDonna of Harrah, OK; grandchildren: Kate Withers,
Audra Withers, Lydia Withers, and Stetson Starr; other family; and friends.
Memorial services were held at 10 am on Tuesday, December 28, 2021 at
Roberts/Reed-Culver Chapel, Stilwell, OK with Pastor Max Ford officiating.

Jeanne Lynne Foster

September 23, 1958 – December 4, 2021

Jeanne Lynne Foster, the daughter of AJ and Joleen Frances Joann (Bradley)
McMurtrey, was born September 23, 1958, in Kansas
City, Missouri and departed this life on December 4,
2021, in Kansas City, Missouri at the age of 63 years, 2
months and 11 days.
Jeanne was a loving caring lady who loved her family
dearly and enjoyed spending time with them. She loved
the outdoors and enjoyed fishing. Jeanne touched many
lives over the years and will be dearly missed by all who
knew and loved her.
She was preceded in death by her parents and her
brother, Carl McMurtrey.
She is survived by a loving family which includes her
husband, George Foster, of the home; her children, Natalie Foster of Des Moines,
IA and Georgejeanne Foster of Kansas City, MO; her siblings, Jackie Williams of
Olathe, KS, Rick McMurtrey of Gardner, KS, Reba McMurtrey of Evansville, AR,
and Roger McMurtrey; and her grandchildren, Adrianna Steffen, Lena Mikessell
and Adara Allen all of Des Moines, IA. Several nieces, nephews, friends and other
relatives also survive her.
Funeral services were held at 10 am on Friday, December 17, 2021 at Roberts/
Reed-Culver Chapel, Stilwell, OK with Brian Kester officiating. Interment
followed at Stilwell City Cemetery, Stilwell, OK.

Leona Bird

July 17, 1927 – December 24, 2021

Leona Bird, the daughter of John T. and Emma (Livers) Glass, was born July
17, 1927, in Adair County, Oklahoma and departed this life on December 24,
2021, in Stilwell, Oklahoma at the age of 94 years, 5 months and 7 days.
Leona loved her family dearly. She enjoyed sewing, gardening, canning and
cooking for her family. She loved to hunt wild onions and crawdads, she also loved
fixing them. She enjoyed going to church and serving the Lord. Leona touched many
lives over the years and will be dearly missed by all who knew and loved her.
She was preceded in death by her parents; her husband, Jim Bird; children,
Blue Bird and DJ Bird; 4 sisters and 3 brothers.
She is survived by a loving family which includes her children, Ida Nell
Seaton and husband Harold, Mary Ann Duncan, Daisy Duncan, Leo Bird and
wife Brenda, Joan Sawney and husband Franklin, Kathy Bailey and husband John
Paul, Dione Byrd and wife Ramona, Dwayne Byrd and wife LaNell and Virgil
Byrd; 22 grandchildren, 61 great-grandchildren and 26 great-great-grandchildren.
Several nieces, nephews, friends and other relatives also survive her.
Funeral services were held at 2 pm on Tuesday, January 4, 2022 at Roberts/
Reed-Culver Chapel, Stilwell, OK with Bro. Phil Watie officiating. Interment
followed at Salem Cemetery, Stilwell, OK.

ITY

COMMUN

First Chamber Meeting for
2022, Thursday, January 6 at
Noon at the Depot. The board will
provide lunch. We will be swearing
in the new board members and
officers.
* * *
Oklahoma Bigfoot Symposium,
March 12-13, 2022, CC Camp near
Stilwell. Keynote speaker: Ken
Gerhard, noted author, TV star and
Cryptid investigator.
* * *
First Saturday Night and Last
Saturday Night of Every Month,
Bethel Church, Stilwell, OK, 7:00
p.m., Rodney Chuculate.

State Senate
(Continued from
Front Page)

He is retired from the Oklahoma
Highway Patrol and told about
how he spent the last 10 years
of his career as the President
of the Highway Patrolman
Association. His main job there
was to work with the Oklahoma
Senate for legislation that would
provide needed equipment and also
salary increases for the members
of the Highway Patrol.
Upon election, he believes this
experience will give him a head
start as a State Senator. Running
as a constitutional conservative, he
emphasized that the Constitution
contains 27 Amendments and
each one is vital to protecting our
freedoms.
As District 4 State Senator,
Barenberg listed the following
priorities: less federal government,
economic development education
help, better control of grow houses,
and solving farmers’ and ranchers’
problems. He has dedicated his life
to serving the public and believes
that, as the District 4 State Senator,
his desire is to continue to serve
the people.
After a question and answer
session, the meeting was adjourned.
Look for an announcement of the
next meeting.

New Year’s
Traditions

By Donna Boecher
Tradition is the act of handing
something down, usually to the
next generation. This can be extremely important or appallingly
insignificant. I choose to think,
as a Christian, of the greatest impactful and consequential tradition – handing our beliefs in Christ
down to those who have not heard
His word. This is not just a oneevening or one day routine affair,
but a body, mind, and soul presentation in every “zeptosecond” (a
trillionth of a billionth of a second
- measured by human scientists)
of our lives. God through his Son
knew man’s need before time and
accomplished it. When we seek
Him, he’s there. “. . . for they
had sworn with all their heart, and
sought him with their whole desire;
and he was found of them: and the
Lord gave them rest round about.”
(2 Chron. 15:12)
Whether you wrote down your
New Year’s Resolutions and posted them in your home or rang in
the New Year by eating a grape or
raison after speaking each of the
twelve wishes as the church bells
struck twelve times, God already
beat you to “the desires of your
heart.” He knows you well. May
your first resolution be TO KNOW
HIM WELL.
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Obituaries

Jacob Henry Sawney

October 26, 1947 – December 23, 2021

Jacob Henry Sawney, the son of Nick and Dorothy (Sawney) Springwater, was
born October 26, 1947, in Stilwell, Oklahoma and departed this life on December 23,
2021, in Stilwell, Oklahoma at the age of 74 years, 1 month
and 27 days.
Henry enjoyed the outdoors whether he was hunting,
fishing, or just working around the yard. He enjoyed
spending time with family and friends, especially visiting
with Butch and Jerry. He enjoyed working in the shop and
taking care of his animals, especially feeding the deer. He
enjoyed watching OU play ball and he loved the St. Louis
Cardinals. Henry was of the Baptist faith and was Baptized
in 1988 by Richard Pickup. Henry touched many lives over
the years and will be dearly missed by all who knew and
loved him.
He was preceded in death by his parents; 2 brothers, 2 sisters, his niece Kimmy, his
nephew Kyle, and a very special uncle Jack Sawney.
Left to mourn his passing is Glenda, who was the love of his life; his brothers,
Rick and wife Sonya, John and wife Alice, Levi and wife Betsy and Stephen (Huey),
all of Stilwell and Dennis and wife Linda of Park Hill; his sisters, Roberta Gibson
of Okmulgee and Polly Teehee and husband Amos of Claremore; two very special
cousins, Talauna (Lonnie) and partner Donnie and Juanita and spouse Mike; lifelong
friends, Butch Ogden and Jerry Means; as well as his beloved pets. A host of nieces,
nephews, and friends also survive him.
Graveside services were held at 2 pm on Wednesday, December 29, 2021 at Reese
Cemetery, Stilwell, OK with Bro. Gary Leach officiating. Interment followed under the
direction of Roberts/Reed-Culver Funeral Home, Stilwell, OK.

Larry Dempson Lewis

Spring, 1958 – December 18, 2021

Larry Dempson Lewis was born in El Paso, TX in the spring of 1958 to Glenn and
Georgia Lewis of Del City, TX. The youngest of five children, Larry would grow up in
the shadow of the Guadalupe Mountains, claiming friendship
with skunks, rattlesnakes, stink bugs, and, of course, the
family dog. His older brother Clay, and sisters Betty Carol,
Kathy, and Bobbie loved their baby brother and helped him
grow into a kind and loving man.
Larry had a great love for music and taught himself to
play the banjo and the guitar. Along with other instruments,
music became an important part of his life and would lead to
the greatest moment of his life, his wife.
Invited to Oklahoma to lead the song service at
Easterngate Baptist Church, Larry was introduced to his
future bride, Vicky. As told for years to come, the mismatched
and carefree Larry took one look at the immaculate Vicky and declared, “Wow”. She, in
turn, declared, “Oh no”, and a match made on Honey Hill was born.
After their marriage in June of 1984, Larry and Vicky worked in the ministry in
Tahlequah, OK. It was here that their first child was born, Courtney, and shortly after,
came their first call in the ministry. Leaving the hills of Oklahoma with an infant, the
intrepid couple traveled to Western Kansas to help plant a church in the small town of
Scott City.
A far cry from the green foothills of the Ozarks, the Kansas landscape still captured
the hearts of the Lewis family and they worked in the ministry for 10 years, sowing
seeds of the Lord into the hearts of the people of Scott City. It was here that they gained
life long friends including the Wishon Family, the Litson Family, the Carter Family and
many more while serving the Lord. Larry loved to share the Word of God with any who
would listen, and he always had a kind word of prayer to offer any who needed it.
It was here that their second child, David, was born and the Lewis Family became
four.
Larry once again received the call and returned to the mountains of Oklahoma
where he served in local churches leading the song service and driving the church
bus. He loved his Sunday School classes and was always ready with an amen for the
preacher, but his favorite thing was strapping on his banjo and playing hymns and
songs for Jesus.
Larry and Vicky would also start a ministry to local groups and nursing homes.
Ministering to those who could not always get to church, Larry would bring them
music and words from Heaven.
At the time of his death, Larry attended Proctor Baptist Church. He was sent
peacefully to his Lord on December 18th, 2021. He was surrounded by his brothers,
sisters, nieces, nephews, children and grandchildren. He is survived by his wife, Vicky
Lewis, his son, David Lewis, and daughter, Courtney Creel. Three grandchildren, Jael
Holcomb, Chloe Creel and Atticus Creel. His Mother-in-law, Cara Wright, His brother,
Clay Lewis and wife Carla Lewis, sisters, Betty Carol Perry and husband Leroy Perry,
Kathy Walters and husband Tillman Walters, Bobbie Brown and multiple nieces and
nephews.
He is preceded in death by his father, Glenn Lewis and his mother, Georgia Lewis.
His brother-in-law, Walter Brown and his father-in-law, Happy Jack Wright.
He has fought the good fight, he has kept the faith, he has finished the course. He is
a good and faithful servant, and he is home at last.
Funeral services were held at 2 pm on Tuesday, December 28, 2021 at the First
Baptist Church, Proctor, OK with Pastor Jerry officiating. Interment followed at
Freewater Cemetery, Stilwell, OK under the direction of Roberts/Reed-Culver Funeral
Home, Stilwell, OK.

Phyllis Devyrl Guthrie

July 27, 1929 – December 12, 2021

Phyllis Devyrl Guthrie, the daughter of James W. Butler and Ruth Edgemon Butler.
She was born July 27, 1929, in Adair County, Oklahoma. She departed this life to be
with the Lord on December 12, 2021, at the age of 92.
She was a retired cook from Siloam Springs Hospital.
She became a Christian at the age of 18. She attended
Church as long as her health allowed her to. She loved the
Lord.
She married Lenard Guthrie on November 21, 1945. He
preceded her in death on March 11, 1981. To that union four
children were born.
Phyllis loved family gatherings, playing games with
family and friends, reading, visiting with people, word
search puzzles, and eating out.
She was preceded in death by her parents: James W. Butler and Ruth Edgemon
Butler; her husband: Lenard Guthrie; two daughters: Wyvonne Guthrie and Helen
Warren; one sister: Nellie Keeter; one brother: Lawerence (Pat) Woodrow; two greatgreat-granddaughters: Skylar and Sierra.
Phyllis is survived by one daughter: Jean Larsen and husband Raymond of Colcord,
Oklahoma; one son: Cecil Guthrie and wife Louise of Colcord, Oklahoma; eight
grandchildren: Gary McAlpin and wife Mariah, Regina Anderson, Jeff Myers and wife
Rita, Diane Buck and husband Layton, John Linde and wife Candy, Tommy Guthrie
and wife Debbie, Kenny Guthrie and wife Courtney, and Tiffany Guthrie; two stepgranddaughters: Tiffany Tuell, and Chrystal Williams and husband Dagan; twenty-two
great-grandchildren; eight step-grandchildren; three great-great-granddaughters; and
ten great-great-grandsons. Also, a host of relatives and friends, and a special friend:
Beverly.
Funeral services were held at 10 am on Thursday, December 16, 2021 at Roberts &
Hart Chapel, Westville, OK with Tim Estes officiating. Interment followed at Westville
City Cemetery, Westville, OK.

Allen Lee Lockhart

January 24, 1947 – December 26, 2021

Allen Lee Lockhart, son of Andrew Jackson and Flore May (Poff) Lockhart, was
born on January 24, 1947 in Huntsville, Arkansas and passed unexpectedly from this
life on December 26, 2021, at his home in Duncan Oklahoma at the age of 74 years,
11 months, 2 days.
He attended Westville School and was a member of the Class of 1965. He enjoyed
playing sports in his younger years. He also loved to travel and enjoyed the outdoors
and seeing different sights. He loved watching football and other sports. Allen was a
true Razorback and Dallas Cowboy fan.
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He thought the world of his kids, Mickey and Michelle
and his 3 grandchildren, Colton Lockhart, Jamie and Heather
Brooks.
On May 4, 2005 he married Clara Sue Richardson.
He gained 3 more children, Angela, Michail and Kim and
gained 9 more grandkids.
Allen and Clara kept the road hot traveling the roads in
Oklahoma and Texas. They enjoyed visiting the Casino’s in
Oklahoma. His latest find was Buc-ee’s Convenience store in
Texas and made several trips to Buc-ee’s to pick up treats.
Allen was preceded in death by his parents, Jack and
Flora Lockhart and Raymond and Fern Cline. Siblings, Lonnie Cline, Russell Cline,
Jack Neal Lockhart, Jr., Mona Hazel Littrell, Nancy Kay Irvin, Ann Baughman and
Lois Fuller.
He is survived by a loving family that includes his wife Clara Lockhart of the
home in Duncan, OK. Sister, Sue Tarwater of Odessa MO, Children, Mickey Lockhart
of Westville, OK, Michelle Brooks and husband John of Stilwell, OK, Angela Groves
of Ft. Worth, TX, Michail Cowan and wife Patricia of Duncan, OK and Kim Hanks
and husband Shannon of Walters, OK. Grandchildren, Colton Lockhart, Jamie and
Heather Brooks, Bryce Groves, Lindsey Ledbetter, Erica Groves, Kristin and Brittany
Cowan, Tanner and Colton Roberson and Breigh and Trystan Hanks. And a host of
great-grandchildren, nieces, nephews and friends.
Funeral services were held at 10 am on Tuesday, January 4, 2022 at Roberts &
Hart Chapel, Westville, OK with Bro. Darrell Lacie and Bro. Doug Davis officiating.
Interment followed at Westville City Cemetery, Westville, OK.

Angel Melinda Marie Nunn Vann
June 20, 2002 – December 21, 2021

Angel Melinda Marie Nunn Vann of Tulsa, OK, Age 19, passed away December
21st, 2021, in Stilwell OK. She was born on June 20th, 2002, to Lorianda Nunn and
Bobbie James Lamb in Talihina, OK.
She is survived by her son, he made up the entirety of her
world, Carl Wayne (age 9 months). Angel obtained her CNA
certificate this past November and planned to pursue a career
in Nursing. She had the biggest heart and loved the lord. She
spent every minute working to be reunited with her sweet
baby. She was the best daughter/sister/niece/cousin you
could ask for. Her laugh and smile were something about her
that will not ever be forgotten.
Besides her son, Angel is survived by her siblings,
including Zoey Vann of Tahlequah, Jose Vann of Tahlequah,
Estrella Vann of Tahlequah, Gunnar Vann of Tahlequah,
Curtis Jones of Fort Smith, Macie Lamb of Keota, and Brennon Lamb of Keota. Aunts
include Felicia Nunn of Fort Smith, Timber, and husband Sergio Garcia of Stigler.
Grandparents are Joyce Nunn, Frankie Vann and wife Carol of Tahlequah, and Cathy
Lamb. Many relatives and friends.
Angel is preceded in death by Maternal great-grandparents: Jody and Corine Nunn,
Jack and Margaret Vann; Aunt Melinda and Uncle Zoe.
Funeral services were held at 1 pm on Thursday, December 30, 2021 at Roberts/
Reed-Culver Chapel, Stilwell, OK with Bro. Farris Vann officiating. Interment followed
at Rocky Point Cemetery, Sequoyah County, Oklahoma.

Jolene Renee LaDale Brown/Jagger Sanchez
June 16, 1989 – December 21, 2021

Jolene Renee LaDale Brown/Jagger Sanchez, Age 32, of Stilwell, OK, passed away
on December 21st, 2021. She was born to Harold & Wynona Brown in Talihina on
June 16th, 1989.
She is survived by her husband Justino Sanchez of the
home; four daughters: Lilly Sanchez, Marciana Sanchez,
Raylynn Sanchez and Catalina Sanchez; one son: Maxwell
Sanchez; two brothers: Justin Brown (bubba) of Stigler and
Dustin Brown (RoRo) of Stigler; Grandmother Carol Brown
of the home and many, many aunts, uncles, cousins, and
friends.
She is preceded in death by her parents, Harold &
Wynona Brown; Grandparents: Paul Brown, Jody & Corine
Nunn; One Son: Jeremiah Sanchez; many aunts, uncles,
cousins, and friends.
Jolene was a homemaker living in Stilwell with her husband Justino, children,
grandmother, Melissa Taylor and Lexus Brown. There was no doubt she loved her
family more than anything! She was a loving mother/wife. One of the best cooks
around. If you knew Jolene you would have known she was always on the go. If she
wasn’t chasing the kids around the house she was running to each of their events or

THE KIPLING KORNER

THE FEMALE OF THE SPECIES
When the Himalayan peasant meets the he-bear in his pride,
He shouts to scare the monster who will often turn aside.
But the she-bear thus accosted rends the peasant tooth and nail,
For the female of the species is more deadly than the male.
When Nag, the wayside cobra, hears the careless foot of man,
He will sometimes wriggle sideways and avoid it if he can,
But his mate makes no such motion where she camps beside the trailFor the female of the species is more deadly than the male.”
When the early Jesuit fathers preached to Hurons and Choctaws,
They prayed to be delivered from the vengeance of the squaws ‘Twas the women, not the warriors,
Turned those stark enthusiasts pale –
For the female of the species is more deadly than the male.
(More next issue or look it up online.) – Rudyard Kipling

Board of Education
General Election Announced
The Adair County Election Board
announced today that the Board of
Education General Election will be
held on Tuesday, April 5, 2022.
Following is a list of school districts with elections and candidates
that will be on the ballot:
Dahlonegah Public School, office
#2 - Troy Littledeer, Gena Kirk
Peavine Public School, office #2 Rodney Eagle, Edward Gass
Stilwell Public School, office #2 Jess Merriott, Amanda Crozier
Watts Public School, office #2 Jessica Chaney, Rita Williams
Voters who are registered and
reside at an address within the geographical boundaries of the Dahlonegah, Peavine, Stilwell, and Watts
Public School District are eligible to
vote in the Board of Education General Election. If you have questions
about eligibility, contact your County Election Board at 918-696-7221

or adaircounty@elections.ok.gov.
You can also find your district information using the State Election
Board’s OK Voter Portal at oklahoma.gov/elections/ovp.
Unopposed School Board Members were:
Cave Springs Public School, office 2 - Joanna Harris
Rocky Mountain Public School,
office 1 - Angelia Dowty
Maryetta Public School, office 3
- Joel Bean
Watts Public School, office 5 (unexpired) - Mike Finley
Westville Public School, office 2Clay Slaton
Zion Public School, office 3 Robert Crozier
Due to only two candidates filing for the same school board office
there will not be a Board of Education Primary Election.

possibly keeping the roads hot with missy
or granny. Jolene will definitely be missed
by many.
Funeral services were held at 1 pm on
Friday, December 31, 2021 at Roberts/
Reed-Culver Chapel, Stilwell, OK with
Vance Mooney officiating. Interment
followed at Chuculate Cemetery, Stilwell,
OK.

Life Tips
from Larkin...

By Larkin Fouse, CHHP
Why Our Children Are Messed
Up, Part 2–Emotional Illness:
When we deal with emotions here in
the west we often do only one or two
things and that is suppress them or
run from them. This is not good, as
emotional suppression or resistance
will result in only three things: illness,
addiction and insanity. For emotions
are like water, they need to flow like
a river, when we dam them up by
suppressing them or running from
them. Sooner or later, the dam will
burst and then you will be flooded
all at once and likely drown. This
is what drives suicide and mental
break downs most of the time. The
emotional dam finally burst’s and the
person in question could not take it
any more so they end it all or go nuts
in a final attempt to run from their
emotions in one last failing attempt.
But we don’t want either one of these
ends for our children now do we?
We want healthy, happy, addiction
free children. If you are any kind
of a decent healthy person, that is.
Thus, if we want healthy children,
we must raise them in a healthy
way, in alignment with the laws
and principles of God that lead to a
healthy individual and thus a healthy
life. So how do we deal with emotions
in a healthy way? There are several
parts to this, and I will cover them
one at a time in great detail over the
course of these articles. So the first
aspect of emotions is that they are
fluid and like water need to flow, so
the first step you have to take to heal
and let go emotionally is to become
aware of your emotions and tear
down the dam that is blocking them
from flowing, which is our beliefs
and perceptions. Such as strong
people don’t cry or it’s a weakness to
express emotion etc. So that’s first,
examine your belief system and see
what is keeping you from expressing
your emotions in the first place. The
second thing you need to do is become
aware of your emotions themselves.
Most people are so emotionally
disconnected that they can’t even tell
you how they feel about anything.
So become consciously aware of
how you feel, if you need help,
sit-down with a pad of paper and
writing utensil of your choice, and
start to write down how you feel, and
then once you have become aware
of your emotions it’s on to the next
step. The next step is to start letting
them go and run their course. So if
you are grieving something. Let it
go and consciously allow yourself to
grieve, cry your eyes out if you need
to if angry, take it out on a punching
bag etc. then let it go after you have
gotten it out of your system so that
it doesn’t come back for seconds.
You have to get your emotions out
in a healthy way otherwise they will
make you sick if they stay stuck in
you. So that is some ground work
for your emotional healing and I
will continue this journey with you
till we have examined all the aspects
of emotional health, so that you can
heal and then you can help your
children heal themselves and then
live in health from then on. So that
way we don’t have a screwed up
generation of kids anymore!
Larkin Fouse is a certified holistic
health practitioner, operator and
owner of Crescent Clinic in Stilwell.
See advertisement in this paper for
more information.
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Deadline to Request Absentee Ballot
For February 8 Election Approaches
Voters in Adair County who
want absentee ballots mailed to
them for the February 8, 2022
Town of Westville Special Municipal Election should apply now,
County Election Board Secretary
Jan Wilhite said today.
Absentee ballots are available to
any registered voter, provided they
are eligible to vote in the election
requested. No excuse is needed to
vote by absentee ballot.
The deadline for requesting an
absentee ballot is 5 p.m. Monday,
January 24, 2022. Voters can submit a request using the OK Voter
Portal at oklahoma.gov/elections/

ovp. Request forms are also available at oklahoma.gov/elections
and at the County Election Board
office located at 220 W. Division,
Stilwell, Okla..
Wilhite reminds voters to allow
time for an absentee ballot to be received, completed, and returned by
mail to the County Election Board.
“With some exceptions, all absentee ballot affidavits must be notarized before being returned. Voters
should give themselves plenty of
time to make sure all steps have
been followed and that the ballot
is returned correctly in order to be
counted,” Wilhite said.

Santa and his elf visited the Stilwell American Legion in December. Here they are waiting on children to show up to have their picture taken with him.

Stilwell American Legion
Post Still Going Strong
Every third Saturday of the
month, the Stilwell American
Legion Post hosts a breakfast for a
nominal cost of $5. On December
18, this Roving Reporter decided
to meander to the Post location
at the end of Olive street because
he heard Santa was going to be
there. And sure enough, as the
photo shows, there he was sitting
in his chair surrounded by holiday
decorations awaiting the children.
After enjoying a tasty breakfast,
this writer spoke with Ray van
Syckle, Post Commander, about
the affairs of the Legion. He
explained how the Legion also
shares this facility with the VFW
(Veterans Of Foreign Wars). He
shared a little about the history of
the American Legion, telling that
it began after WWI. It was formed
as a non-profit service organization
whose mission is to assist military
personnel after they complete
their service in getting back into
civilian life. He emphasized how
important it is for fellow soldiers
to get together. The presence of
the American Legion within a
community also is influential in
promoting the American Spirit.
One of the most significant
recent activities that Rick and
his brother Ray, partook in, was
“County Government Day,” where
groups of ninth grade Stilwell High
School students were given a close-

up tour of the county government
offices, to learn about the functions
of each office. Each year, the
Legion sponsors 2 or 3 high school
Juniors for Boys State. The
Auxiliary, whose members are
all women, pick out 2 or 3 Junior
girls for Girls State. This event
is held each year at Rogers State
University where the participants
actually do a mock session of the
legislature and learn the ins and
outs of getting a bill passed. There
is also a YOUTH GROUP that
meets on Sundays, starting at
1:30, to play board games such as
Dungeons and Dragons.
Another highlight of the Legion’s
influence in the community is their
flag distribution on holidays such
as July 4th, Veterans Day, Flag Day,
Memorial Day, et.al. The flags are
placed outside of businesses that
donate.
On the horizon, a very popular
activity of the past, Bingo, may
once again be started up. Look for
the announcement in this paper.
Meanwhile, it is good to know
that Stilwell has a very active
American Legion Post to keep
the American Spirit alive for
our posterity. Come visit and
enjoy the fellowship and a hearty
breakfast every 3rd Saturday of the
month. And thank a veteran while
you are there. It is because of their
sacrifice that you are here.

got a story Or Upcoming event?
We’d love to print it…just e-mail it to:

straightforwardpress21@gmail.com.

Voters exempt from having an
absentee ballot affidavit notarized
include those who are physically
incapacitated and those who care
for physically incapacitated individuals that cannot be left alone.
Voters who request a “physically
incapacitated” ballot must have
their absentee ballot affidavit witnessed by two people.
Military personnel and residents living overseas, along with
their spouses and dependents are
also eligible for certain allowances. Military personnel should
contact Voting Service Officers in
their units for absentee application
forms. Residents living overseas
may obtain absentee voting applications from any United States
military installation or United
States Embassy or Consulate.
Military personnel and overseas
citizens who are already registered voters in Oklahoma may apply for absentee ballots using the
OK Voter Portal at oklahoma.gov/
elections/ovp. Those who need to
complete a new Voter Registration
Application should apply through
the Federal Voting Assistance Program at FVAP.gov.
All completed absentee ballots
must be in the hands of the County
Election Board no later than 7 p.m.
on Election Day.
The Adair County Election
Board is located at 220 W Division Stilwell, Okla. and is open
from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. For questions,
please contact the Election Board
at 918-696-7221 or adaircounty@
elections.ok.gov.

Feed My

(Continued from
Front Page)
Lord with His help in prayer and
provision.
Today, the ministry operates out
of a facility that had been intended
to serve as a cafe/restaurant
located at 310 Locust, next door
to Felts Shoes. It is there that,
between 11 and 2 pm, Monday thru
Saturday, (12:30 to 2 pm Sunday) a
FREE hot meal can be enjoyed for
anyone who is hungry. Not only
that, but Sheryl sees to it that those
who have literally “lost everything”
are furnished with documents
necessary for getting disability,
food stamps, and employment
and eventually housing. Many are
living on the streets.
Every Thursday evening, at 7
pm, one can attend a Christian 12
Step Program that helps to break
destructive habits. This program
is lovingly taught by Susan Cox,
who has just recently retired from
a life-long teaching career. She is
still teaching and does it well.
At the moment, Feed My Sheep
is in need of additional volunteers
who can help in the daily serving
of the meals. Terrell says that a
commitment of 2 days a week from
11-2 by just a couple of people,
would give Susie and David
Greenlee a break from carrying the
full load. No one is turned away.
Feed My Sheep relies on
donations that are fully taxdeductible. People are being
helped day-by-day. Your donation
dollars will be going to a vital
local cause. You can drop your
change into one of the “Feed
My Sheep Jars,” which will be
scattered around town in the
coming weeks. That change can
bring about a major change in one
of those that Feed My Sheep can
help. It is the “Love of the Lord in
action.”
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KRYPTO KONTEST 2.0:
The Final Analysis
Krypto Kontest 2.0 has come
to a close. We have a repeat
champion. Congratulations to
David West, once again. He has
won the calculator and the $25 gift
certificate. While the 2.0 version

of the Krypto Kontest is now
officially over, the 3.0 version is
on the drawing board. Look for an
announcement of the next iteration
of the Krypto Kontest. We will
play again. See you soon!
Your Krypto Kontest Manager

Recycle Day Schedule 2022

Adair County Litter-Free & Green will continue to serve the public this
year with its monthly Recycle Day. As in the past, we will set up every
third Saturday from 9am to noon at the Adair County Commissioner
District 2 Barn located on Hwy. 59 N and Fairfield Road. Items that are
accepted will remain the same: paper, cardboard, glass, plastic #1 and #2,
metal, plastic grocery bags, aluminum, and clothing that is clean and in
good condition. You can find a more detailed list on our Facebook page
under Adair County Litter-Free & Green. Below is a list of projected
recycle dates and will only change if there is inclement weather conditions
that day. You may contact Cathy Unger at 918-696-1178 or Joyce Radtke
at 918-696-7316 if you have questions or comments.
January 15th
July 16th                  
February 19th
 	
August 20th
March 19th
 	
September 17th
April 16th
October 15th
May 21st
November 19th
June 18th
December 17th

How to Make a 911 Call
One of the most stressful things
we can do is call 911 during an emergency. Hopefully items in this article will help if you ever must make
the call.
First, simply dial 911 on any
working phone. Stay on the line, do
not hang up.
Stay calm. Take slow and steady
breaths. Do not yell or scream, it
makes it very hard to understand
you. Do not speak too fast, the dispatchers are trying to get all the information down. If the scene is too
loud you may have to step outside
to help us on the line hear you more
clearly.
The dispatcher needs the most
important info first, as quickly as
possible. Try to give the dispatcher
a short quick description of what is
going on. For example, “We have a
house fire, we need the Fire Department”, “My grandmother fell, we
need an ambulance “or “There is a
fight, we need the police.” With this
information the dispatcher can page
out the most needed department as
soon as possible.
They will ask for your address.
Give the dispatcher your 911 address, not your rural route address.
It is a good idea to keep your address on the refrigerator, by the front
door, or somewhere in a prominent
location in the house where everyone
knows where to find it when needed.
You can also keep the 911 address on
a little card in your wallet, or on your
cell phone for quick access.
Turning on your porch light helps
as well, even if it is in the daytime.
This sets your house apart from the
others. If it is at night, you can also
blink the porch light, this will get first
responders’ attention as well. If it is
safe and you have an extra person
onsite with you, send them outside
to wave down the first responders.
If you are having a medical call,
try to have the front door unlocked
and have a seat somewhere near it.
In the event you become incapacitated, this will allow them faster access to you.
When giving your address, learn
the landmarks near you ahead of
time to help them find you. For
example, road numbers out in the
county, Community Buildings,
Schools, churches, cemeteries, etc.
Community names also help like, Illinois River, Chewy, Fairfield, Bell,
Christie, Rocky Mountain, Bunch,
etc.
If you are at someone else’s house
and you do not know the address,
look outside on the house or mailbox
for the address. You can also look
for a piece of mail. Even a neighbor’s address will get the responders
near your location.
If you are calling about a ve-

hicle accident, besides the location,
please give the dispatcher the number of cars involved. If you can see
any injured persons, please let them
know approximately how many. Are
there any vehicles blocking the road?
Landmarks close by help as well.
Answer any questions the dispatcher asks you. Again, try to stay
calm and speak clearly and do not
rush or yell. The dispatcher may ask
you the name or ages of the people
involved. Just do the best you can
when answering their questions. If
you do not know the exact age of the
person, just get as close as you can.
Follow the dispatcher’s instructions. Do not hang up until the dispatcher tells you.
You can prepare ahead of time
by posting your 911 address on
both sides of the mailbox and on
the house or driveway. This saves
so much time when first responders
are trying to locate someone. Your
address on your house can actually
help others during their emergency
(the first responders would know
they are headed in the right direction). Large numbers and letters are
helpful, four inches are best. I know
we have posted this request several
times before, however there are still
several homes that are not marked.
Teach your children when to call
911 and when not to call 911. It is
not a game or a toy. Cell phones that
do not have service but still have a
battery can call 911, so please take
the battery out if you give it to a
child. If you do call 911 from one
of these phones, please stay on the
line and give us the address of the
emergency. But do not rely on these
phones 100% to get help.
If you have dialed 911 in error,
just stay on the line, and let us know
it was a mistake. That helps us not
have to keep calling you back to see
if there is a real emergency.
The more prepared you are ahead
of time the easier it will be on you
or your loved ones when the time
comes.
Please also look out for your elderly neighbors. Do they have their
address posted? Do they have it by
their phone if needed? How can we
help them prepare for such a situation? Maybe give them your number
as well in case they need it. It may
give them peace to know someone
is not too far away during an emergency. Let’s be kind and look out for
each other.
If you have a question or problem about your 911 address, mail, or
packages, please contact the Adair
County 911 Office at 918-696-4019.
If your road or a road near you does
not have a sign or it is faded, please
contact the commissioners at 918696-5310. Thank you.
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On The Campaign Trail
Commentary by John Bankel

Today’s Trail Treks to the Tracks of

Old Westville: two train town–part 1
Around the turn of the 20th
century, Westville I.T. (Indian
Territory) had to be one of the
luckiest small towns in the U.S.
It would have been great to have
had one “railroad” but Westville
had two!. One going East and West
from Tahlequah to Fayetteville
and another one going North and
South, from Kansan City to the
Gulf! The East-West line was
torn up and sold for scrap in 1942
(during WW2).
The North-South line is today
known as the Kansas City Southern,
KCS, but it did not start with that
name. (And, just to be accurate and
up to date, will soon be known as
the Canadian Pacific Kansas City
Southern, ie., CPKCS.) It started
out as the Kansas City Suburban
Belt Railway, a short line in and
around Kansas City, Missouri. The
idea of it going all the way to the
Gulf was conceived by Arthur E.
Stilwell.
Arthur Stilwell was born in

New York in 1859, a grandson of
Hamblin Stilwell, who was the
founder of the New York Central
R.R. and a builder of the Erie
Canal. So dreams came big in his
family. A.E. Stilwell also personally
knew Vanderbuilt, Pullman and
other Railroad Greats!
In the 1890’sA.E. Stilwell moved
to Kansas City and became aware
of it being a center for shipping. It
was 1400 miles from Kansas City
to the Atlantic ports, but only 800
miles to the Gulf shipping ports. If
they could build a Railroad to
the Gulf it would shave shipping
cost by 1.3 and make him a rich
man. So the Kansas City Suburban
Belt Railway was incorporated
on January 8th, 1887 with A.E.
Stilwell as Vice President.
(To be continued in the next
issue of The Straight Forward
FREE Press). Stay tuned...
The foregoing account is
excerpted from a Historical essay
by local historian Terry Rose and

These books must be flying
off the Library shelves because I
could not find them? …at least not
in Stilwell?
“Desert Crossing” by I. Rhoda
Camel
“School Truancy” by Marcus
Absent
“I Lost My Balance” by Eileen
Dover and Phil Down
Hope these titles tickled your
funny bone.
Have you got a funny? Send it
to: writewright@journalist.com.

Jeffrey Bryant Jones

Place Your Ad

Attorney at Law

Feeders Supply, LLC
12 West Oak St.
Stilwell, OK 74960

Brad Kimble, Owner

918-696-7322

The Muffler
Shop LLC

• Custom
• Duals
• Wheel Alignment
• Minor & Major
Repairs

• Mufﬂers
• Brakes
• Catalytic
Converters
• Custom Tips

P.O. Box 1438

2909 hwy. 59
Stilwell, OK 74960

(918) 696-5312

What’s So Punny?
PUn FUn

HERE!

4 Issues $40
17 North Second
Stilwell, OK 74960

jeffjoneslaw@gmail.com
Phone: 918-696-5889
Fax: 918-696-2728

Be ye strong therefore,
and let not your hands be weak.

H&H PAWN
Hwy. 51 West
Stilwell, OK

(918) 696-5363

In, Around, and Out About Town
NOW...THEN...

is intended for education purposes
only.
John Bankel is a freelance
journalist and a retired High
School Math teacher and can be
reached by email at: writewright@
journalist.com.
All rights reserved.

Black & white

J. Bryant Jones PLC.

The Roving Reporter

color

4 Issues $60

Send Ad Copy to:
straightforwardpress21
@gmail.com

tEd’s
stILWELL
dIsCOuNt
LuMBER
309 S. 2nd St.

• In-Store Shopping •
• Delivery •

918-696-8337

NOW...

THEN...

Story by John Bankel
The construction of the new City
Hall is underway. The bedrock for
the foundation is firmly in place.
Sealed bids will be going out by
the end of January in a public
meeting to be announced in the
local newspapers. The estimated
cost of the building is $2.5 million
dollars. Financing has been secured
by a 40 year loan @ 2.25% with
Carson Bank at a cost of $7,900/
month. A small grant will also
help.
There are those who think that
a 2 story building is not necessary;
however, according to Larry

SCRIPTURE

“Therefore if any man [be] in Christ, [he is] a new creature: old things
are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” – 2 Corinthians
5:17 (KJV)

Scripture sponsored by:

Faith Tabernacle

Corner of Hwy. 51 & Piney Road • Stilwell, OK

State Farm

®

Nancy Garrett Insurance Agency

office: (918) 696-3371

E-mail:
ngarrettfarrier@farmersagent.com

AAA ABstRACt CO., INC.

Family Owned Rx Since 1964

Let’s Eat...

coﬀee • bakery • steaks

(918) 696-2770

Stilwell, OK

E-mail:
aaaabstract@windstream.net

Crescent Clinic

~ Transfer Your rx compound to Us ~

918-696-2500

th, Family & Feed
F ai

Deb’s Hair Depot

Imagine you greater, naturally!

Larkin Fouse, CHHP
471332 Hwy. 51,
Suite C
Stilwell, OK 74960

(918) 410-2240
crescentclinicok@gmail.com

★

★

Red Wagon Feed
Dale & Tammy Kester
Owners/Operators

911 W. Locust St. • Stilwell, OK 74960

918-696-6137

redwagonfeed@gmail.com

918-575-9609
LOAN & TAX SERVICE

107 W. Division St.
Stilwell, OK 74960

(918) 696-3994
LoansByWorld.com

Prescription
Compounding Hormone
Replacement
Pain Cream
Nausea Vomiting

24 N. 1st
Stilwell, OK

Owner–Darrell & Deby Lacie

Stylists:
• Deby Lacie
• Lana Williams
• Rhonda Fletcher

918-696-3283
Associates
Insurance
Services LLC.
211 uS-59

Kansas, oK 74347

Open: M-F 8:00-4:30

(918) 868-3502
Stilwell, OK

Owner/Lindsey Miller

800-725-5736
Rick Stubbleﬁeld, Agent

Nettles, Stilwell City Clerk, the
size of this structure will allow for
anticipated expansion of Stilwell
City plus give the City some
income from renting out space
on the second floor to interested
businesses. Nettles also said that
construction is projected to begin
this Summer with an estimated
completion date of the Summer of
2023.
From the accompanying photo,
it looks like the new City Hall
will be an impressive addition
to the ever changing Stilwell
cityscape. Indeed, this project has
been a long time coming!

Providing Insurance
& Financial Services

Home Ofﬁce, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Larry N. Strauss,
Agent
114 W. Division
Stilwell, OK 74960
Bus.

918-696-4114

• Locally Raised •
• Antibiotic Free •
• Hormone Free •

GROuNd
BEEF

ROBERTS & HART
Funeral Home

1428 S. Williams
Westville, OK 74965

ROBERTS-REED-CULVER
Funeral home

801 W. Locust St.
Stilwell, OK 74960

918-696-2136
• Available 24/7 •

reX earL sTarr
Attorney at Law

6 lb.

$ 00

USDA Inspected

Call 479-461-3290
Pick Up & Delivery Available

Stilwell, oK

918-696-6500

The

heaD QUarTers
HAIR SALON
315 N. 2nd

Stilwell, OK 74960

(918) 696-HAIR
(4247)

Owner/Hairdresser:
Judy Grant

Early ‘90’s F250
DIESEL

Call Ryan

815-451-0187

