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PROVERB POWER
Zecheriah 4:6  KJV
 
Not by might, not by power but by my Spirit says the 
Lord.

The Straight Forward FREE Press
 is now ONLINE on Google!

www.straightforwardfreepress.com
Check it out and enjoy!

Weekend Gazette 

EDUCATION SPECIAL: Libraries have been part of so-
ciety since ancient times.  Imagine, for example, an ancient Egyptian Library that housed tab-
lets of stone written in hieroglyphics.  Books were really heavy in those days.  Checking one 
out  probably required at least 4 strong men.  With the advent of papyrus parchment, things 
lightened up considerably.  As a source of information, the Library proved to be indispensable 
and thus, became the hub of education.  Today's Library has moved on with new technology 
being at the forefront of its tramsformation from the old days.  Stilwell Library has all the 
modern tools necessary to serve the needs of its patrons.  On top of that, Stilwell Library has 
an exceptional Librarian.  For one thing, she speaks fluent Spanish.  Read on.

Stilwell Public Library: More Than Books
The word "library" comes 
from the Latin word "libra" 
which means "book."  Yes, 
the library is a depository 
for books and the Stilwell 
Public Library certainly has 
its share of books stacked 
on the shelves waiting to be 
read.  As part of the Eastern 
Oklahoma Library System 
(EOLS), one can find just 
about all the books that are 
currently in circulation.  If it 
is not on the shelf, your li-
brarian can order it through 
the system.  On June 1, 
Rachele Horney celebrated 
her 2 year anniversary as 
Stilwell Public Library's 
Head Librarian.  I had a 
chance to sit down with her 
and get her story.  She tells 
about how she grew up in 
the Central Valley of Cali-
fornia in a small town that 
eventually coalesced with 
4 other small towns and 
became Santa Clarita.  It 
was when her oldest child 
started kindergarten that 
Rachelle decided to volun-
teer at his school.  Through 
the next several years her 
volunteering turned into a 
full time career where she 
became the school librarian. 
Along the way, she earned 
a Master's Degree in Li-
brary Science from San Jose 
State.  It was after her son 
moved his family to Rog-
ers, Arkansas that Rachele 
decided to search for a Li-
brary position that would 

put her near her grandchil-
dren.  She found an opening 
at the Muskogee Public Li-
brary.  With hardly anything 
more than a tootbrush, she 
made the move from Cali-
fornia to Muskogee where 
she became Head Of Youth 
Services.  With an eye on 
working even closer to Rog-
ers, Rachele saw that Stil-
well was looking for a Head 
Librarian.  She got the job.  
Being brand new in a small 
town like Stilwell always 
presents the task of "break-
ing the ice" to form new 
relationships and becoming 
known. She hit the ground 
running. When I asked her 
what her primary goal for 
the Library is, she said, "I 
would like to see more peo-
ple make use of all that the 
Library has to offer."  The 
Stilwell Public Library of-
fers much more than books.  
She said, "It is now possible 
to access all of the Libary's 
resources from the comfort 
of your home using your 
Library card and the Li-
brary's website."  "Wow!"  I 
said, "I did not know that?" 
It  made me stop and think  
about how many others also 
do not know that.  Rach-
ele will continue to work 
toward fulfilling the mis-
sion statement, which she 
helped to craft, which reads:  
"We empower people by 
creating opportunities that 
enrich their lives with in-

formation, activities and 
services."  Children are a fo-
cal point of Rachele's work 
where she promotes the Li-
brary's programs with the 
schools that are designed to 
meet the needs of Stilwell's 
youngsters.  After two years 
at the helm, Rachele said, 
"I am happy to be here." 
As time goes by, Rachele's 
work is sure to pay off for 
which Stilwell will also be 
enriched.  Be sure to look 
for the weekly calendar 
of events on the Library's 
Facebook page which is 
posted at 7pm every Sunday.

Head Librarian Rachele Horney working with Assis-
tant Haylee Robinson...

Stilwell Public Library...corner of Division and 6th 
street.

AWARDS 

Susan Stone- ACRES 4-H
Larry Adair Citizenship Award, 
sponsored by Larry Adair, and I 
Dare You Award, sponsored by 

John Auffet.

Audree Shaughnessy- ACRES 4-H
Native American Achievement Award, 

sponsored by Cherokee Nation.

Maci Atchison- ACRES 4-H, Samuel Patter-
son- Stilwell HS 4-H.  Adair County 4-H Hall of 
Fame, sponsored by Carson Community Bank. 

Award presented by Jim Grooms.

Brianna Burton- Stilwell HS 4-H, I 
Dare You Award, sponsored by John 
Auffet.

More awards on page 2

By John Bankel
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They Risked It All/It’s the TruthThey Risked It All/It’s the Truth  
MEMORIES OF FARM AND FAMILYMEMORIES OF FARM AND FAMILY

By Donna Boecher   
Number 29 Dear John,

Both my grandparents 
worked on what is now 
the ancestral homestead, 
the Grande Dame! Eng-
lish doesn’t have mascu-
line or feminine words, but 
the French language does. 
Home, “la maison”, is 
feminine; land is “mother 
earth.” Women birth chil-
dren and with them, wom-
en beautify the home and 
surroundings. Going be-
yond the basics, they create 
order as they plant flow-
ers and fruit trees. Strong 

women stand solidly with 
their spouse. They care for 
the weak, keep the family 
together, and prepare for 
the good and the bad times. 
My grandfather plowed; 
she planted. They harvest-
ed; she canned. She needed 
something; he saw that she 
acquired it – whether from 
her egg money or the sale 
of:  a crop, cream or hogs. 
He drove; she rode. She 
needed an Orange Nehi 
soda or a yellow cake mix; 
he drove to town. Granny’s 

special medicines were:  
Madeira Vine which she 
grew outside the back 
porch; Watkins products – 
one to rub and one to drink; 
and my favorites - “railroad 
daisies” and dandelions, 
both with medicinal proper-
ties which HE located along 
the roadsides. God is al-
ways filling in the gap.  HE 
thinks of everything! Don’t 
start a family without HIM.

Dear John,
I like to watch videos on my smart phone.  Recently I 
watched one about taxes.  The financial expert indicated 
that there are three kinds of income: earned, portfolio 
capital gains, and passive.  The people who work for an 
income and capital gains are taxed.   The rich are not 
working at jobs where they are paid an income; they take 
their money from passive income cash flow that isn’t 
taxed.  Because "I am" middle class and was born into 
"poverty" I do not understand the concept of being that 
wealthy.  My question to you is how will politicians get 
tax money from the rich when most of their income is 
passive?
Taxed up to here

Dear Taxed...although Dear John is not a financial guru, 
there are some essential elements worth knowing when it 
comes to federal income tax.  The rules for taxation are 
legion and have created a complex network of inscru-
table  provisions that the average taxpayer can scarcely 
comprehend.  This has been most likely done on purpose.  
When one considers who makes the rules, the wealthy, 
well connected and powerful politicians, then one must 
surmise that the rules will be favorable to the rulemakers.  
Ergo, the "well-heeled" among us make use of loopholes 
with the aid of accountants and attorneys.  That leaves 
the rest of the "poor folks" carrying the load and holding 
the bag.  Changes in this apparatus are very unlikely. So, 
for the "liitle guy" it is foolsih to try and fight it.  There 
is one redeeming aspect to all this.  In America, it is still 
possible for anyone to rise to the top to amass wealth and 
escape being "taxed up to here."
 
Sincerely, 
 Dear John
 
Have you got a question for Dear John?  
email: dearjohn@writeme.com 
snail mail:  Dear John POB 885 Stiwlell OK 74960
Real Name Not Used.
Copyright 2023.  All Rights Reserved.

Samuel Patterson- Stilwell HS 4-H, and Maci Atchison- ACRES 4-H Adair Coun-
ty 4-H Hall of Fame, sponsored by Carson Community Bank. Award presented by 
Jim Grooms.

4H AWARDS Continued from page 1

ROVING REPORTER
In and out and roundabout...Stilwell

Scenes like this were strewn all about town in the aftermath of a doozie of a storm the 
other day.  High winds or perhaps a mini-tornado left fallen trees and limbs in its wake.  
This one was next to the alley at City Hall...city crews had their hands full in working 
to clean up the debris...

4-H: Growing a Stronger 
Community of Kids
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STILWELL FIREWORKS
@@

MovieTown

805 South 2nd Street805 South 2nd Street
Stilwell, OK.Stilwell, OK.

June 15th to July 5th
10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.

GOODWILL GATHERING

Cody Poindexter welcoming us.  He had no idea we 
were with the Straight Forward FREE Press.  He is a 
very genuine, kind young man.  

My husband and I had just 
had lunch at El Sombrero 
in Westville, and we met 
Cody Poindexter in the 
parking lot.   He showed us 
such warm hospitality, tak-
ing time to visit with us and 
answering our questions.   
Cody explained to me about 

the Cherokee Nation voting 
process and that I’m not in 
his district.  He then invited 
us to attend a gathering, 
good music, food, and fel-
lowship in Stilwell on the 
evening of June 20th.  We 
went and the gathering was 
well attended.  Everyone 

there welcomed us with 
warmth and kindness.    My 
husband and I have trav-
eled to many places and 
can tell you the people of 
Oklahoma are like no oth-
er on God’s green earth.

By Stephanie Cullinane

JD Hardbarger and Kristina Crittenden
 entertained with wonderful music.

Roy Rabbit showing us his walkingstick he 
calls, "The Old Man."  Another story!
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“Under the shade of a thorn thicket sprawled a naked brown 
baby, and from the brake immediately behind him peered the 

head of a gray wolf.” (from In the Rukh; rukh means forest)

THE KIPLING KORNERTHE KIPLING KORNER

WHat’S  SO PUnnY?WHat’S  SO PUnnY?  
PUn FUnPUn FUn

Searching for a Word: –meteorology. A 
branch of the atmospheric sciences, with a major 
focus on weather forecasting. 

Ex. The television weather man had a degree in me-
teorology and a minor in broadcasting.

THE CONSERVATIVE VIEWTHE CONSERVATIVE VIEW
By Russell TurnerBy Russell Turner

HISTORY REPEATING ITSELF

Scripture sponsored by:
Faith Tabernacle

Corner of Hwy. 51 & Piney Road
 Stilwell, OK

Psalms 91:1, 2
1 ¶ He that dwelleth in the secret place of the 
most High shall abide under the shadow of the 
Almighty.
2 I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge 
and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust. 
Psalms 91:1, 2

Stilwell, Ok.
Hwy. 59 North

918-696-7588

Simple Simons
Pizza

Great Meal Deals
Good Food!

     I think it was Mark 
Twain that once said his-
tory doesn’t always re-
peat itself, but it certainly 
rhymes. From what I have 
seen about the indictment 
of Donald Trump, it is 
definitely rhyming with 
what happened in Germa-
ny with the rise of Adolph 
Hitler. The Nazis would 
cherry-pick the law to 
destroy a political oppo-
nent with (excuse the pun) 
trumped up charges. They 
also had the media of the 
day in their hip pocket 
to do their bidding. I am 
sure that there were good 
people in Germany that 
never dreamed that the 
government of Germany 
could get so perverted. We 
Americans had better start 
waking up because we are 
headed down the same 
path as the Germans took 
in the early 20th century.
     Whether you like Presi-
dent Trump or not, it is 
clear to me that he is a vic-
tim of a corrupt bunch of 
elites that will do anything 
to discredit and destroy 
him. Trump was made fun 
of because of his claims 
about his campaign be-
ing spied upon, the Rus-
sia hoax, and a bunch of 
garbage that was proven 
untrue by the Mueller 
and Durham report. What 
Trump calls the deep state 
and swamp, along with 

the mainstream media, 
had spread lies and half-
truths; it has been proven 
to be factual and not one 
of them have issued any 
kind of apology for their 
actions. Now we have the 
same group of liars go-
ing after him again with 
this 37-count  indictment.
     The left, along with 
their media allies, are go-
ing full bore with their 
attempt to deceive and 
manipulate the American 
people. I am sick of all 
of the so-called legal ex-
perts spouting their legal 
opinions without citing 
previous cases that have 
set precedent. It has been 
my experience that you 
can get a legal opinion 
for a simple case from 12 
different lawyers and you 
will get 12 different an-
swers. I know that it is a 
fact that all of us do have 
a political ax to grind, but 
I will listen to the attor-
neys that do the research 
and can provide precedent 
and an explanation of the 
law, and not just some cli-
ches that the left pulls out 
of the air. One of the best 
attorneys I have listened 
to is Mark Levin; he is on 
U-tube, and if you have an 
internet connection, you 
can watch him any time.
     I also believe that the 
Trump indictment is just 
another distraction used 

by the left to divert the 
American people’s atten-
tion away from the alleged 
money laundering scheme 
being used by the Biden 
family. If the Republicans 
had not taken control of 
the House of Represen-
tatives, we would have 
never heard about all of 
the shell companies and 
many of the Biden fam-
ily members receiving 
huge sums of money from 
foreign governments, 
many of which are hos-
tile to the United States. 
We are living in a country 
where we have a system 
of selective prosecution, 
the antics of the likes of 
Hillary Clinton and the 
Biden family are ignored 
by our justice system and 
the mainstream media. 
    For all of you who think 
that what happened in 
Germany couldn’t happen 
here, don’t fool yourself; 
we are quickly becoming a 
banana republic, but fortu-
nately for us our founders 
gave us the Constitution 
so that we can change the 
system without having to 
shed blood to do it. There 
is a force of good and a 
force of evil in the world, 
it is time we Americans 
wake up and stop allowing 
ourselves to be deceived 
by the people that have 
embraced the evil side.

Hello all you PUN FUN 
fans!  Here we go again.  
Another round of prize 
winning puns, some of 
which won the booby 
prize for being aggravat-
ingly irritating to one's 
psyche.   Just the same, 
funny is in the ears of the 
hearer.  So get ready for 
your weekly dose of PUN 
FUN!
 
1.  Round About:  How 
many sides does a circle 
have?
Two: the inside and the 
outside.
2.  Farting Around:  My 
dad let one go on an 
elevator.  It was wrong on 
so many levels.
3.  Oh Say, Can't You 
See?  I went to buy some 
camouflage trousers, but I 
could not find any?
4.  Are You Kidney Me?:  
England does not have a 
kidney bank but they do 
have a Liverpool!!!

5.  Literary Concoction:  
What do you get when 
you mix alcohol and 
literature? Tequila mock-
ingbird.
 
That last one was hard 
to swallow.  Kinda stuck 
in the craw.  One for the 
birds, even!  Well folks, 
it is time to move on to 
bigger and better things.  
Leave the PUN FUN 
for next week.  Keep it 
punny, keep it funny and 
your life will always be 
sunny!  Chow!  That's 
Italian for "See you later" 
or it's a cry of hunger?  
Take your pick...

Stilwell Soccer Club
Last signup for the Fall Season! We will be doing a final registration date on August 
6th! 

The following age groups are strongly needing some help with either making 

1team or 2 teams:
2013/2014 Boys
2011/2012 Boys
2011/2012 Girls
2009/2010 Boys & Girls
2007/2008 Boys & Girls

Come see us at Carson park from 9am to 12pm!
We will not guarantee a roster spot after August 6th!

FALL REGISTRATION:
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Adair County Litter-Free & GreenAdair County Litter-Free & Green   Litter-Free & Green  Litter-Free & Green 
Recycle Day Schedule: April 15, May 20, June 17, July 15, Recycle Day Schedule: April 15, May 20, June 17, July 15, 
Aug 18, Sept 16, Oct 21, Nov 18, Dec 16. Location: Behind Aug 18, Sept 16, Oct 21, Nov 18, Dec 16. Location: Behind 
Vonnie's Pawn Shop at 101 W. Walnut St, Stilwell OK. Hours: Vonnie's Pawn Shop at 101 W. Walnut St, Stilwell OK. Hours: 
9am to noon. For more info. contact Cathy at 696-1178 or 9am to noon. For more info. contact Cathy at 696-1178 or 
Joyce at 696-7316Joyce at 696-7316..

10:00 Sunday Morning10:00 Sunday Morning Service Bethal ChurchBethal Church Ev-
eryone Welcome

Alcoholics Anonymous meeting being held at the Stil-
well Depot on Wednesday nights at 6:30 pm.

Vocabulary Word: note – a brief record, 
especially one written down to aid the memory.

Ex.  Mother always made note of what to purchase at 
the grocery store.”

ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAILON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL
COMMENTARY BY JOHN BANKEL        

Today's Trail Treks To................ 

America The Bananaful

“Direct Primary Care” and it is what many consider 
the ideal patient/physician relationship.  Think of 
it as personalized primary care.  DPC removes the 
interference of insurance companies and healthcare 
administrations.   That means the time you need to 
discuss your health with your physician.   It means 
the convenience of having your medication in hand, 
before you leave the clinic.  And the satisfaction of 
knowing that if you need to speak to your physician 
- you just text or call.

Dr. David D. Cook, DO

805 W. Young Ave., 
Stilwell, Oklahoma 74960

homesteaddpc.com
“Direct Primary Care”

 Ideal patient/physician relationship

918-410-2345

The founders of America 
envisioned a republi-
can form of government, 
that is to say, a Repub-
lic.  Never in their wildest 
dreams did they entertain 
a democracy.  In a pure 
Republic, government is 
done primarily on the local 
level with townhall meet-
ings.  Only upon unani-
mous agreement among 
the assembled, did a pro-
posal pass.  That is a far 
cry from a democracy, a 
government in which only 
a majority is required to 
pass proposals.  Benjamin 
Franklin was asked by a 
citizen, as he was leaving 
the convention that draft-
ed our Constitution, what 
form of government was 
implemented.  He replied, 
"A Republic, if you can 
keep it."  Our Pledge of 
Allegiance still contains 
the word "Republic."  In 
effect, because of demo-

crats, that word has been 
rendered useless. It is 
through their shenanigans 
that our Republic slowly 
but surely morphed into a 
democracy.  A democracy 
is akin to "mob rule."  The 
majority mob does what 
it darn well pleases.  The 
present regime is a prime 
example of mob rule, 
where the executive has 
usurped any semblance 
of our Constiution and re-
placed it with edict, ala, 
the executive order.  To 
say that the present regime 
is tyranical is an under-
statement.  The two-tiered 
justice system is endemic 
of that tyranny.  Snuffing 
out political opponents, 
such as indicting a former 
President, who is once 
again seeking election, is 
nothing short of operating 
a "Banana Republic" and 
is not only reprehensible, 
but is patently extra-con-

stitutional, treasonous and 
therefore, criminal.  Noth-
ing short of impeache-
ment will provide remedy 
for the American people 
and end our "Banana Re-
public," so that we can 
once again say "America 
The Beautiful" instead of 
"America The Bananaful."
 
Today's Trail has come 
to an end.  Perhaps we 
will meet again around 
the bend, my friend.  
May your Trail end up 
on the right side of the 
fence. Vaya con Dios!
 
John Bankel is a freelance 
journalist and retired 
High School Math teach-
er who can be reached at:
writewright@journalist.
com
Copyright 2023.  All 
Rights Reserved.
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Let’s Eat...

co� ee • bakery • steaksco� ee • bakery • steaks

Stilwell, OK

Place Your Ad
HERE!

1x2 Black & White
4 Issues $40
1x2 Color

4 Issues $60
Send Ad Copy To:

straightforwardpress21
@gmail.com

Exceptional Flavor *Locally Raised
*Antibiotic Free
*Hormone Free
*USDA Inspected

CALL US  @ 918-507-1943

GROUND BEEFGROUND BEEF  $6.00 LB$6.00 LB
Ask about other available cutsAsk about other available cuts

Competitive PricesCompetitive Prices
Pick Up & Delivery 
Stillwell, Ok.

cOme Have YOU a cOme Have YOU a 
nUtritiOUSnUtritiOUS

 and deliciOUS drink  and deliciOUS drink 
at qUeenS nUtritiOnat qUeenS nUtritiOn.

1100 W Locust St.
(918)575-4830

Green CountryGreen Country
Title and Closing, LLCTitle and Closing, LLC

“Fastest and 
Most Accurate Abstract and 

Closing Service
 In Adair County”

Tel:  918-696-4744

10 North 2nd St.
Stilwell, Ok. 74960

contact.us@greencountrytitle.com

Deb’s Hair DepotDeb’s Hair Depot
24 N. 1st

Stilwell, OK
Owner–Darrell & Deby Lacie

Stylists:Stylists:     • Deby 
                  • Lana 
                  • Rhonda
                  • Halle 

918-696-3283918-696-3283

The Straight Forward
FREE
FREE Press

Brought to you By:
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MARANATHA 
THRIFT STORE
1020 S. 2nd Street,
Stilwell, Ok. 74960

Thursday - SaturdayThursday - Saturday
10:00 a.m. to 5:00p.m.10:00 a.m. to 5:00p.m.

Nicole Peppers
Offi  ce Manager / Closer

email: nicole@scatitle.com

Phone:  918-696-7644
Mobile: 918-208-4774

207 W. Division St. 
Stilwell, OK. 74960

124 Williams Ave.
Westville, OK. 74965

918-723-3896918-723-3896

Westville
Flowers and Gifts

We deliver Happiness

keen laW
                OFFice, P.c.

RK

Ralph F Keen II

attOrneY at laW

Phone: 
(918) 696-3355

KeenLawOK@gmail.com

STATE/FEDERAL/TRIBAL

Stilwell, Ok.
Hwy. 59 North

918-696-7588

Convenience Store
Resturant - Full Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner Menu

* Daily Food SpecialsDaily Food Specials
* Grab & Go Deli Items* Grab & Go Deli Items

*Fuel - Beer*Fuel - Beer
*Local Vender Items*Local Vender Items

*Wingman Pizza = By the slice or*Wingman Pizza = By the slice or
Whole Pizza - Dine-in or Carry - outWhole Pizza - Dine-in or Carry - out

5 miles South of Westville or5 miles South of Westville or
9 miles North of Stilwell9 miles North of Stilwell

918-930-9321   Baron, Ok.918-930-9321   Baron, Ok.

Visit us on Facebook 5S Baron StationVisit us on Facebook 5S Baron Station

Stomping Grounds
 Coff ee & Cakery

Delivery from 9 to Noon Weekdays

Breakfast & Lunch 
Served all day

BRING THIS AD TO GET
50% OFF ANY ITEM!

1/2 price treat afternoon
Everyday!

C&C TIRES
BLOW IN BEFOREBLOW IN BEFORE

YOU BLOW OUT!YOU BLOW OUT!
716 N. 2ND ST.716 N. 2ND ST.

STILWELLSTILWELL

MON -SATMON -SAT
(918) 822-8674(918) 822-8674

9 a.m. to 6 p.m.9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Dr. David D. Cook, DO

805 W. Young Ave., 
Stilwell, Oklahoma 74960

homesteaddpc.com
“Direct Primary Care”

 Ideal patient/physician relationship

918-410-2345

John 8:31-32 KJV
31 Then said Jesus to 
those Jews which believed 
on him, If ye continue in 
my word, then are ye my 
disciples indeed; 32 And 
ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make 
you free.

4 SALE 2012 
Forest River Classic
 Ultralite bumper pull 

30 foot interior
 Full size bed, couch/bed
Lots of storage space(s). 

$17,000 firm. Jack Ogden 
405-760-9447


