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Adair County Commissioners
Jennifer Patterson
Dispatch Business In Record Rapidity
Honored with
Achievement Award

OAEAA State President Earl Ward presents Jennifer Patterson with her OAEAA Achievement Award.

Please Join us in celebrating the OAEAA State Winner, Jennifer Patterson, for
her Achievement Award!
The purpose of the NACAA
Achievement Award Program is to encourage and
recognize excellence in the
field of professional Extension for members with less
than ten years of service.
Jennifer Patterson
works closely with community/civic/youth/tribal
groups within the county.
She chairs programs for
the Cattlemen’s Associa-

tion, Strawberry Growers Association, local and
district 4-H events, and is
an agricultural liaison and
board member of Kiwanis
and Chamber of Commerce. She promotes agriculture education locally
and statewide through programs such as establishing
an annual Pasture Tour,
poultry waste management
certification, herbicide applicator training, and providing hands-on field experience for local producers.

The Roving Reporter
In and out and around about town

The Roving Reporter captured this butterfly beauty blue
swallowtail pollinating a brilliant orange Ceropsis in
front of the Stilwell Library...

PROVERB POWER

Psalm 37:4 KJB
Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He will give you
the desires of your heart.
The Straight Forward FREE Press
is now ONLINE on Google!
www.straightforwardfreepress.com

Check it out and enjoy!

At their regular Monday
morning meeting, the Adair
County Board of Commissioners took care of an 18
point Agenda in 10 minutes,
in what may have been,
unofficially, a new Adair
County speed record? Mike
Wininger, the outgoing District 1 commissioner, was
absent. He had proposed,
about a year ago, using
American Rescue Plan Act
funds for giving each County employee a $5000 raise
for having worked through
the "pandemic." That proposal was stalled because of
a heated discussion precipitated by a "Concerned Citi-

zen" challenging the distribution of the funds pursuant
to the guidelines prescribed
by the "Act." Wininger has
once again raised this issue.
It appeared as item #8. Ostensibly, since he was absent, Larry Wood and Sam
Chandler voted to "take no
action" at this time. Item #9
referred to an Adair County
court case currently pending in the Oklahoma Court
of Appeals. The plaintiffs
in this case are Larose and
Larose and Adair County
as Defendant. According
to Commissioner Wood this
case has been ongoing for
10 to 15 yeas? The lower

Commentary by John Bankel
court had ruled in favor of
the Plaintiffs. The County
is now trying to get the Appeals Court to reverse the
lower Court's decision. In
an off-the-cuff conversation with a local attorney,
who said he is very familiar with the case, this writer
got the impression that the
County has little chance of
prevailing in its appeal. For
the time being Wood and
Chandler voted to table this
matter. With the speed with
which this meeting was conducted, it is this writer's recommendation that would-be
attendees come on time.

American Legion Auxiliary
Hosted Girls and Boys State Participants
By John Bankel

L to R: Callie Kidd, Joshua Wilson, Seth Brown...2022 Girls and Boys State Participants

Since the 1950's the American Legion Auxiliary has
sponsored students from
Stilwell and Westville High
Schools to participate in a
week long "learn your government" workshop known
as "Boys and Girls State."
On Tuesday at noon at the
Stilwell Depot, 5 of those
recent participants were
invited to tell the stories of
their experiences. Among
those present were Molly
Helms, who just graduated
from Stilwell High School
and who was the 2021 Stilwell Strawberry Festival
Queen. She told of her
experience in 2021, which
was during the time of the
COVID scare and how that

made the experience very
unusual. Despite that, she
told of having a wonderful learning experience and
about having met some really "cool" people. Molly
will be attending OSU to
major in fashion design
and marketing and eventually attending law school.
Perhaps someday we will
see Molly Helms on the
ballot for office? Three of
the four 2022 participants
who were able to join the
event were Callie Kidd, a
senior at Westville; Joshua
Wilson and Seth Brown,
who are seniors at Stilwell.
All three were asked to
tell about their experiences. Joshua and Seth were

at Rogers State University
for their week long "adventure into government." Callie's Girls State was held at
Oklahoma Central University. They all told of very
positive encounters with a
wonderful variety of students from around the state
and came away with great
lifetime learning experiences. Joshua is planning
to attend OSU and major
in agribusiness. Seth is
undecided on the school
he wants to attend yet he
is sure he wants to go into
film-making. Callie is planning on attending OSU.
The future looks bright for
these bright young people.
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Health Tips
from Larkin.........
1. Health tips from Larkin: Bach flowers: Part 1:
Bach flowers are an emotional correction modality
in natural health. There are
38 remedies in totality, and
each week I will discuss one
flower and how it can help
you heal emotionally, the
list will be in alphabetical
order. For starters though,
this week let me explain
how the remedies work. It
is believed in Bach flower
theory that we all have a
personality, that due to our
troubles and trials in life,
often becomes unbalanced
and rigid in a certain way

that often leads to emotional distress. The flowers
on the other hand, are believed to have a certain energetic virtue that can help
balance out your personality fixation and thus help
you heal and let go of your
past pains and sorrows, and
return to a balanced and
grateful disposition again,
that is ready to embrace life
and live it for all its fullness, with a stable level of
joy and peace in your heart.
Larkin Fouse is a certified
holistic health practitioner, operator and owner of
Crescent Clinic in Stilwell.

The Thousandth Man

Will stick more close than
a brother.
And it’s worth while seeking him half your days
If you find him before the
other.
Nine hundred and ninetynine depend
On what the world sees in
you,
But the Thousandth man
will stand your friend
With all the whole round
world agin you.
‘Tis neither promise nor
prayer nor show
Will settle the finding for
‘ee.
Nine hundred and ninetynine of ‘em go
By your looks, or your
acts, or your glory.
But if he finds you and you
find him.
The rest of the world don’t
matter;
For the Thousandth Man
will sink or swim
With you in any water.
You can use his purse with
no more talk

By Rudyard Kipling
Than he uses yours for his
spendings,
And laugh and meet in
your daily walk
As though there had been
no lendings.
Nine hundred and ninetynine of ‘em call
For silver and gold in their
dealings;
But the thousandth Man
h’s worth ‘em all,
Because you can show him
your feelings.
His wrong’s your wrong,
and his right’s your right,
In season or out of season.
Stand up and back it in all
men’s sight –
With that for your only
reason!
Nine hundred and ninetynine can’t bide
The shame or mocking or
laughter,
But the Thousandth Man
will stand by your side
To the gallows-foot – and
after!
-R. Kipling-
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MOMENTS WITH MARIE
By Donna Boecher
Part #1
My friendship with Marie
started years ago; our ladies’ group had “synced”
goals; we were in accord,
in harmony. Do you have
old friends or pals that
you would help – no matter what? No? Then I pray
that someday soon you will
be blessed with such a person or persons. Rudyard
Kipling spoke of friendship in his poem The Thousandth Man. “One man in
a thousand, Solomon says/
Will stick more close than
a brother./ And it’s worth
while seeking him half your
days/If you find him before

the other.” True friends express brotherly love toward
you, despite your flaws. We
all have flaws. Marie is my
friend, BUT she doesn’t let
me get away with anything.
One night at a restaurant, I
realized I was supposed to
be at a meeting. Without
thought, I jumped from our
table and rushed out the
door leaving my bill unpaid! She paid the bill! We
still laugh about that incident which has never been
repeated. Friends respect
each other. Back next week
with more MOMENTS.
Meanwhile, take a look at
your own moments; they’re
special.

Dear John,
I told my husband I would
like some new planters.
My pots have gotten old.
I can’t count how many
times I have painted them.
So, the husband and I went
shopping and he saw the
prices. It turned out to be
a big fight. We drove back
home potless. A few days
ago I came home and my
dear husband had a big
old bathtub and toilet in
the yard with flowers. I
was horrified. He was
so proud of his “creativity” I wanted to crawl under a rock. John, how do
I tell him that this flower
fix doesn’t work for me?
Front Yard Flush

LAST WEEK TO REQUEST ABSENTEE
BALLOTS FOR AUGUST 23 ELECTION
The deadline to request absentee ballots by mail is approaching.
Applications must be received by the County Election Board no later
than 5 p.m. Monday, August 8.
“In Oklahoma, no excuse is needed to vote by absentee ballot,
and it’s easy to apply! Voters can submit their application online, inperson, by fax, mail, or even email.”
Voters can apply online using the OK Voter Portal
at https://oklahoma.gov/elections/ovp.html Applications are also
available at the County Election Board or can be downloaded at
oklahoma.gov/elections.
Voters with questions about absentee voting should contact the
County Election Board at 918-696-7221 or adaircounty@elections.
ok.gov.
The Adair County Election Board is located at 220 W. Division,
Stilwell, Oklahoma and is open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday.

Dear Front Yard Flush, the
word "eclectic" comes to
mind with respect to your
husband's "creativity." In
your mind the word is "horrific." It will be a stretch
for you to thank your husband for trying to come
up with a solution to the
planter issue. "Yard Art"
is the category for having
bathtub and toilet planters
on display for all to see.
Beauty is in the eyes of the
beholder, as the old saying goes. Perhaps you can
look beyond the container
and focus on the beauty of
the flowers in them? It may
just turn out that his "creativity" will grow on you?
Sincerely,

He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High
shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.
I will say of the LORD, [He is] my refuge and my
fortress: my God; in him will I trust.
Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the
fowler, [and] from the noisome pestilence. Psalms 91:1-3 KJV

Dear John
Have you got a question
for Dear John? email:
dearjohn@writeme.com
Copyright 2022. All
Rights Reserved.

SCRIPTURE

Psalms 91:1-3 KJV

Scripture sponsored by:

Faith Tabernacle
Corner of Hwy. 51 & Piney Road
Stilwell, OK

Printed by: FREE Press Printing Co.
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PROVERBS 29:2–“When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice:
but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn.”
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Searching for a Word – dither.

“A state of
nervous or irritated concern.”
Ex. When Jill was in a dither she folded the same
small pattern with her Kleenex tissue again and

THE KIPLING KORNER

“He who can reach a
child’s heart can reach
the world’s heart.”

Page 3 -The Straight Forward Free Press

THE CONSERVATIVE VIEW
By Russell Turner

BLOOD FROM A TURNIP
Here in eastern Oklahoma,
we have an old saying about
not being able to squeeze
blood from a turnip. It is often used as an analogy to not
being able to get any money
from a poor person, when
someone is totally broke no
amount of threatening or intimidating can make them
give you something they do
not have. According to an article I recently read, around
43% of all Americans are
falling into debt this year.
Around 23% say they have
no savings at all, while 28%
say they have savings but
only enough for three months
of expenses should they lose
their jobs. Half of Americans
said inflation was the primary cause of their financial
struggles, and 64% classify
themselves as "financially
unhealthy." I have found that
these trends take a little time
to manifest themselves in
our overall economy. Right
now, many companies are
struggling to get qualified
workers, but when all of the
government programs with
helicopter money run out,
many experts are expecting
mass layoffs later this year.
With all of these problems
staring us squarely in the face
the government class seems
to have only one solution;
increase the size of government and spend more money.

On a national level the
current administration is proposing to hire 87,000 more
IRS agents to go after your
money; currently there are
around 77,000 IRS agents,
they are wanting to more
than double the number of
agents. If you think that these
additional agents are only
going after some super rich
people, I have some ocean
front property for sale here in
eastern Oklahoma. They will
be going after the sole-proprietor small businesses and
small family-owned farms
and ranches. In my home
county those two groups are
the main source of income
for our county. They are already making the majority
of the sacrifices to fund local government, and they are
getting tired of being asked
to foot the bill with no consideration of the problems
they are currently facing.
I currently serve on the
Adair County Excise Board;
it is our duty to make sure that
all county offices are properly funded, but we must also
take into account the plight of
the small business sector that
provides the funding through
their property tax dollars to
fund the government. Over
the past few weeks there has
been a contentious debate on
the subject of pay raises for
county workers, I opposed

those raises at this time. In
the case of the farmers, we
are experiencing a perfect
storm; livestock feed, fertilizer, fuel, replacement parts are
all going through the roof and
on top of that we are in the
middle of a severe drought.
Even though I am appointed,
I am a representative of the
taxpayers and I ask them for
their opinion; the taxpayers
I talked to were not in support of raises at this time. We
also need to remember that
property taxes are a tax on an
unrealized gain. I have found
that until someone has lived
through the troubles I have
just explained they have no
idea of what it is like. Sadly,
I was outvoted, the taxpayers
will have to dig a little deeper.
In our country I am seeing an adversarial system
between the government
class and the private sector. It doesn’t have to be that
way but it is nothing new, the
ancient Romans went down
this path and it eventually destroyed their empire. When
the working classes are totally
ignored, they will starve out,
and when that happens the
whole system will collapse.
Maybe the government class
believes there can be enough
pressure applied to a turnip
to get some blood, but I assure you it will never work.
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Cherokee National Treasure
Lisa Rutherford

Named as a Cherokee National Treasure for pottery, artist Lisa Rutherford, will speak at 6 p.m.,
Thursday, August 18, at
the Kansas City Southern
Depot in Stilwell. Rutherford says, “I work in
clay, textiles, beadwork,
shell, and living history.”
If you are interested in

Cherokee history or art, you
will enjoy listening to this
speaker’s presentation. You
will also enjoy listening
to ACH&GA officers and
volunteers give updates on
their latest history projects.
Come to learn and stay
to enjoy good fellowship, refreshments, and a
chance to win a door prize.

A LETTER TO MY BOSS
Greetings,
I have enjoyed working here these past several years.
You have paid me very well and given me benefits
beyond belief. I have 3 to 4 months off per year -- and
a pension plan that will pay my salary till the day I die
and then pay my estate one year's salary death bonus;
and then continue to pay my spouse my salary (with
increases) -- until she/he dies --along with a health plan
that most people can only dream of having. Despite this,
I plan to take the next 12 to 18 months to find a new
position. During this time I will show up for work when
it is convenient for me. In addition, I fully expect to draw
my full salary and all the other perks associated with my
current job. Oh yes, if my search for this new job proves
fruitless, I will be coming back with no loss in pay or
status. Before you say anything, remember that you have
no choice in this matter. I can, and I will do this
Sincerely,
Every Member of Congress running for Re-Election

Mullin It Over:

The Entrepreneurial Spirit

By Congressman Markwayne Mullin
America is the land of
opportunity, where everyone can work hard to
achieve success. Oklahomans know this, and it is
reflected throughout the hundreds of thousands of small
businesses across our state.
The entrepreneurial spirit
is about hard work, not the
heavy hand of the government that President Biden and
Democrats in Congress are
trying to force on the American people. Ninety-nine percent of businesses in Oklahoma are small businesses.
Families and individuals in
Oklahoma have continued

to work hard to achieve their
American dream despite the
odds the current administration has stacked against them.
Entrepreneurs in Oklahoma survived the pandemic
only to be faced with a new
set of challenges. Inflation,
supply chain issues, and high
energy costs have brought
optimism among small business owners to the lowest it
has been in over nine years.
America’s job creators deserve better. Oklahoma businesses, farms, and ranches
have endured generations
of change and hardship, and
I have no doubt they will

survive this too. But despite
this belief in our state’s resolve, I will never stop fighting to limit the overreach
of the federal government.
America depends on
small businesses to carry the
economy, and I have faith
in the ones here in Oklahoma to continue this legacy.
Oklahomans always live by
The Oklahoma Standard:
neighbors helping neighbors
through tough times. I hear
and feel the concerns of Oklahomans as we live under the
Biden Administration, and I
still remain truly optimistic
about the road that lies ahead.

A Young Writer’s Story
A STORY ABOUT JACK
By Keegan Hummingbird, age 11
It’s been about three years,
and I think the riders are
afraid of me. I am quite
happy about that. It means
I have scared them so badly
that if I ever swing my tail
in their direction, they think

they have bad luck. (That
just seems ridiculous.) I
also heard them say I was
voted P.R.C.A. Bucking
Horse of the Year. So I guess
that made them scared.
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ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL
COMMENTARY BY JOHN BANKEL

Today's Trail Treks To...
More Congressional Democrat Nonsense...
The economy is in
shambles, at least that
is what a recent poll of
"We The People," aka,
the American citizenry,
have expressed to the tune
of 70% maintaining that
opinion. But the current
majority holding knuckleheads in Congress really do not give a hoot
what their constituents
think, do, or say, for their
opinions apparently hold
no sway. The democrats
will do what they want
and they do it with impunity. Their latest "act" is
heralded as the "reduce
inflation act." Most levelheaded economists and
level-headed citizens believe this bill, passed by
the
Senate with
the squeakiest of margins
possible just the other

day, will produce the opposite effect. The biggest
reason for that is the increase of taxes for large
corporations. Anyone can
see that increasing taxes
will pinch the bottom line.
Corporations react to that
by increasing prices for
their goods and services.
Seems like inflation is all
about consumer prices
rising, is it not? We have
had plenty of that since
the spurious biden regime
took over this country.
Not only that, but we are
also in a definitive recession, a recession which
"old smoke and mirrors"
biden denies What could
be worse? The democrats
are not through by any
stretch of the imagination
for they will find a way
to make things worse as

they march on to throwing America into fullblown communism. The
November 8 ballot box
looms larger and larger in
knocking these elitist lefties off their high horses.
Today's Trail has come
to an end. Here is hoping that we shall meet
again my friend, perhaps somewhere yonder
around the bend. May
your Trail end up on the
right side of the fence.
John Bankel is a freelance journalist and a
retired
High
School
Math teacher and can
be reached at: writewright@journalist.com
Copyright 2022. All
Rights Reserved.

WHAT'S SO PUNNY? PUN FUN
Bringing forth another
round of puns for this
issue is known as "PUN
FUN." Here are 5 that
just might make your
funny bone tickle or give
you a good laugh. That's
what puns are for!
Today is "Funny
Animal Puns" day. You
will surely find these puns
"a-moose-ing."
1. Forever Frogs: Bi-

ologists have recently
produced immortal frogs
by removing their vocal
chords. They can't croak.
2. Hook, Line, Sans
Sinker. The best way to
communicate with a fish
is to drop them a line.
3. Whale Tale: On the
surface of things, whales
are always blowing it.
4. School Fish: The
marine biology semi-

Tom Woods Receives
Governor's Endorsement

nars were not created for
entertainment, but for
educational porpoises.
5. Musselbound: The
reef is the strongest part
of the ocean because it
has so many mussels.
There you go! These
should keep you aMoosed til the next issue
of PUN FUN!

Wanted
To Rent
Stilwell

House or Apartment
References Available
Call: Bridgette
(918) 575-6906
Governor Kevin Stitt

Tom Woods

State Senate District 4
Candidate Tom Woods,
the frontrunner in the August 23 run-off election,
this past week received a
huge endorsement from
Governor Kevin Stitt. The
Governor's words: “Tom
Woods is a conservative
business leader and champion for rural Oklahoma.
Tom will be focused on
making Oklahoma a Top
Ten State, supporting our

small businesses and protecting our way of life
and traditional values.
As a lifelong Oklahoman, Tom is no stranger
to hard work and commitment to his community.
Tom has my full support
and endorsement, and I
encourage you to vote for
Tom Woods in this critical
election on Aug. 23rd.”
-Governor Kevin Stitt

A MEASURE OF FAITH
“For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every
man that is among you, not to think of himself more
highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of
faith.” ROMANS 12:3 KJV

By William Wear

Gossip; -A person who
habitually spreads intimate
or private rumors or facts.
Rumor or talk of a
personal,
sensational, or intimate nature
What Is Slander?
The term slander refers
to false statements made
by one party against another. Slander is communicated verbally with
the intent to defame the
subject of the statements.
The Bible is very clear
about people who slander
and gossip about others.
God hates it which is why
there are so many verses
regarding this topic in the
Bible. The words that are
spoken and very powerful,
able to destroy others almost always leading to hurt
feelings, relationships, and
even harm to another’s
reputation. The damage
done by those who like to
talk about what they do
not know first hand about
can be irreparable and is
one of satan’s favorite
tools for breaking people
down. This is a common
problem today and many
times even in the church.
So how does God see it?
Those who consider themselves religious and yet do not
keep a tight rein on their
tongues deceive themselves, and their religion
is worthless. James 1:26
Psalm 101:5
Whoever secretly slanders
his
neighbor,
him I will destroy;

No one who has a haughty look and an arrogant heart will I endure
Romans 1:29-32
29 They have become
filled with every kind of
wickedness, evil, greed
and depravity. They are
full of envy, murder,
strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips,
30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant
and boastful; they invent
ways of doing evil; they
disobey their parents;
31 they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy.
32 Although they know
God’s righteous decree
that those who do such
things deserve death,
they not only continue
to do these very things
but also approve of
those who practice them.
Ecclesiastes 7:1 – A
good name is better than
precious ointment, and
the day of death than the
day of birth. Since a good
name and a person's good
reputation is such a valuable thing that can be
ruined through slanderous lips, God considers it evil and he hates it
Remember When you
are the topic of people’s
conversation and they
choose to spread lies
about you just know it is
a problem that they will
have to meet God with
and explain. It is not you!

Old phrases and sayings
You might have heard

• A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush!
• A little bird told me a secret. (I didn’t know birds
could talk!)
• A stitch in time saves nine. (Nine what?)
• A watched pot never boils! (This is so true!)
• Did you wake up on the wrong side of the bed?
• Don’t count your chickens before they hatch!
• Heavens to Betsy! (Who is Betsy?)
• I can’t get a word in edgeways.

Vocabulary word – stew (verb). To cook by
simmering or boiling slowly; to be in a state
of anxiety or agitation.
Ex. Jessica was stewing over her upcoming
speech before her ladies’ group.
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Obituary..........................................

Anthony Dale Riddle was
born to Jimmy Dale Riddle and
Antoinette Marie (Schultz) Riddle on September 29, 1989, in
Tahlequah, Oklahoma and departed this life on July 30, 2022,
in Tulsa, Oklahoma at the age of
32 years, 10 months, and 1 day.

He had a smile that would light
up the room. He lived his life
with no fear of dying. His pastimes included horseshoes, fishing, swimming, shooting guns,
and giving his brothers a hard
time but he loved them unconditionally. He always put other
people first. Anthony was very
proud of his two nieces, and
he thought the world of them.
He was preceded in death by his
paternal grandfather: Sammy
Byrd; and is aunt: Shelly Carey.
Anthony is survived by his parents: Jimmy Dale Riddle and
Antoinette (Schultz) Riddle;

maternal grandparents: Charlie
Schultz and Nannette (Starr)
Schultz; paternal grandmother: Lillie Mae (Riddle) Byrd;
brothers: Steven Dewayne
Riddle and Nathan Wayne
Riddle; and two nieces: Haley
Rene Riddle and Kiasen Jade
Riddle. Aunts, uncles, and
many cousins also survive him.
Funeral services were held at 2
pm on August 5, 2022 at Roberts/Reed-Culver Chapel, Stilwell, OK with Bro. Tim Carey
andBro.DexterVannofficiating.

Zelda Louise (Moss) Leatherwood departed this life on
July 26, 2022, at her home
in Westville, Oklahoma at
the age of 88 years. She
was a loving wife, daughter, sister, mother and a doting Granny and Ol’ Granny.
Zelda was born in Clearfork,
Oklahoma on July 19, 1934,
to Mattie Evelyn and O.H.
Moss. She attended Clearfork Schools to 8th grade and
then graduated from Westville High School in 1951.
She was the middle daughter
and her best friends growing
up were her older sister Nina
June and younger sister Ida
Mae. She married the love
of her life J.D. (James David) Leatherwood on May 2,
1952. J.D. lied about his age
to get Zelda to go out with
him and she didn’t know that
he was younger than her until
he enlisted in the Army. They
were married 57 years before his passing on April 13,
2009. To this union was born
three sons. Their oldest son
Jeral David was born while
J.D. was in the Army. Their

middle son Randy Lee was
born in Kansas City, Kansas and youngest son Kenneth Ray was born in Siloam
Springs, Arkansas. Zelda
was a homemaker and her
most important role was being a mom and granny. Right
or wrong, her children and
grandchildren could always
count on her to take their side.
Throughout her life Zelda
loved taking road trips with
family. Oftentimes, the road
trips included her sons’friends
which she and J.D. would
always treat like their own.
After the boys left home, she
and J.D. enjoyed many additional miles together seeing sights. Road trips also
included all the grandchildren
which created fun memories
of staying at the Caprice and
HiHo in Branson and riding
“Fire in the Hole” at Silver
Dollar City. Numerous trips
to Colorado and Branson included her sisters, brothersin-law, and her mama. All
vacations were filled with
laughter and shenanigans.
Zelda attended Clearfork
Community Church most
of her life. She loved church
get togethers and fellowship. She organized many
Christmas programs where
she always made sure everyone had a part. She enjoyed
worship through singing,
especially as a trio with her
sisters. Zelda was a poet and
wrote many poems that ex-

pressed her love of the Lord
and her family. Her humorous poems and her reciting of
them entertained the family
at many holiday gatherings.
Her husband J.D., her parents; sister: Nina June Tillery and husband Junior,
sister: Ida Mae Self and
husband Richard, her son:
Jeral; along with parents-inlaw: William D. and Joanna
Leatherwood, sister-in-law:
Georgie Leatherwood, brother-in-law: Bob Leatherwood,
and grandson: Jeremy Wright
preceded Zelda in death.
Survivors include two sons
and daughters-in-law: Randy
and Judy Leatherwood of
Westville, Oklahoma, and
Kenny and Kim Leatherwood of Chandler, Oklahoma, six grandchildren: Jayme
Leatherwood, Jason Wright,
Kenli Stanfill, Garrett Leatherwood, Grant Leatherwood,
Chelsea VanDyke, nine
great grandchildren: Madilyn and Malia Martin, Riley
and Jaxson Stanfill, Jaylee
and Ridge Leatherwood,
Jett and Greyson Leatherwood, Andie Jane Leatherwood, and other relatives.
Graveside services were held
at 10 am on August 2, 2022
at Proctor Cemetery, Proctor, OK with Danny Crittenden officiating. Interment
followed under the direction of Roberts & Hart Funeral Home, Westville, Ok.
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ELECTION DAY LAWS
AND REMINDERS

Voters in Adair County are reminded to keep the integrity of the election system in mind, when going to the
polls August 23.
While ballot “selfies” or taking photographs of a
marked ballot are legal, voters may not share or distribute the image through social media or by any other
means while inside the election enclosure. Voters must
wait until they leave their polling place before posting
or sharing the picture with anyone. Improper use of the
photo could result in a violation of the law. Voters may
not use the image to coerce, influence, or intimidate
another voter.
Adair County Election Board Secretary, Jan Wilhite,
says voters should be aware that violating the law has
consequences.
“While some offenses may seem minor, unlawful
activity on Election Day constitutes a serious crime
and could result in a misdemeanor or in some cases, a
felony conviction. We want all voters to be aware of
their actions and be respectful of the rights of others.”
Wilhite said, it is illegal to disclose how you voted
with anyone while inside the election enclosure. In
addition, you may not remove a ballot from the polling
place.
Keep in mind that electioneering is prohibited within
300 feet of any ballot box while an election is in progress. This includes wearing or bringing visible campaign related paraphernalia into the election enclosure.
Wilhite notes that no one except election officials and
voters waiting to vote are allowed within 50 feet of
any ballot box on Election Day. Certain exceptions are
made for media and those assisting disabled voters.
Voters are reminded that consuming alcohol of any
kind or quantity within one-half mile of a polling place
on Election Day is prohibited.
The polls will be open 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. August
23, 2022.

EARLY VOTING
BEGINS THURSDAY
Early voting begins Thursday August 18 for voters in
Adair County. Voters who will not be able to make it
to the polls on Election Day, have the option of voting
early at their County Election Board.
Adair County Election Board Secretary, Jan Wilhite,
said early voting is open to all voters.
“You do not need to provide an excuse to vote early.
Oklahoma allows early voting for all elections conducted through the State Election Board—from school
board and municipal elections to state and federal elections. This is a great option for those who will be out
of town on Election Day or who want to avoid long
lines,” Wilhite said.
Early voting is available Thursday August 18 and
Friday August 19 from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and
Saturday August 20 from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at the
County Election Board located at 220 W. Division,
Stilwell. Wilhite reminds voters that early voting is not
available at polling locations.
The Adair County Election Board is located at 220 W.
Division, Stilwell and is open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m., Monday through Friday. For questions, please
contact the Election Board at 918-696-7221 or adaircounty@elections.ok.gov.
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Exceptional Flavor

GROUND BEEF $6.00 LB
Ask about other available cuts
Competitive Prices

*Locally Raised
*Antibiotic Free
*Hormone Free
*USDA Inspected
Pick Up & Delivery

Stillwell, Ok.

CALL US @ 918-507-1943

Community Bulletin Board............................................
Bethel Church Service:
Service 1st Saturday of the month and last
Saturday of the month, service at 5 p.m.-? Rodney Chuculate.
Women’s Prayer Meeting.
Meeting Tuesday nights at 6 p.m.-? Martha
Snow.
Adair County Litter-Free & Green temporarily change operation hours on Recycle Day. New hours will be from 8 am
to 11 am during the months of July, August, and September.
Drop off at the Adair County Commissioner District 2 Barn
located on Hwy. 59 N and Fairfield Road. You may contact
Cathy Unger at 918-696-1178 or Joyce Radtke at 918-6967316 if you have questions or comments.. The following is a
list of projected recycle dates and will only change if there is
inclement weather conditions that day: July 16th, August 20th,
September 17th, October 15th, November 19th and December
17th.

WOOdS fEEd
69652 US-59
Westville, Ok. 74965

(918) 930-2168
CALL MIKE

918-507-3435

Hodge Podge
Resale Shop
2450 Hwy. 62
Westville, Ok.
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat.

918-863-9370

Wilhite’s
Tax&Bookkeeping

Place Your Ad

HERE!

1x2 Black & White
4 Issues $40
1x2 Color
4 Issues $60
Send Ad Copy To:
straightforwardpress21
@gmail.com

Taxes, Bookkeeping and so much more!

Angela Wilhite
Owner

708 North 2nd Street
Stilwell, OK 74960
Phone: (918) 696-7389
Fax: (918) 235-6152
wilhitetax@yahoo.com

&

Let’s Eat...

coffee • bakery • steaks
Stilwell, OK

