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Galatians 5: 22,23 KJV
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekenss, 
temperance: against such there is no law.

The Straight Forward FREE Press
 is now ONLINE on Google!

www.straightforwardfreepress.com
Check it out and enjoy!

A Veteran - whether active duty, discharged, retired 
or reserve - is someone who, at one point in their life, 
wrote a blank check made payable to "The United 
States of America" to uphold and defend our Consti-
tution, for an amount of "up to and including my life". 
That is honor, and there are way too many people in 

State Senator-Elect 
Tom Woods Sworn In

Commentary by John Bankel
On November 16, 2022 at 
the State Capitol in OKC, 
Tom Woods took part in 
the swearing-in ceremony 
for the candidates that won 
their races for the State 
Legislature.  Woods won 
the District 4 State Senate 
seat in the primary election 
in a run-off back in August.  
Being sworn in for the first 
time is always a highlight 

event, and for Tom Woods 
it was especially so since 
he is the 3rd youngest (and 
at 6'5'' perhaps one of the 
tallest) Oklahoman to ever 
hold a state legislative of-
fice.  In addition, he was ac-
companied by an entourage 
of friends and family as 
shown in the photo above.  
Before Senator Woods 
takes to the Senate floor 

in January, he is receiving 
mentoring from Senator 
Blake "Cowboy" Stephens, 
who is passing the District 4 
torch to Woods as Stephens 
becomes the District 3 
Senator.  It will be interest-
ing to follow the freshman 
Senator's first term in of-
fice.  The Straight Forward 
FREE Press extends its best 
wishes for much success. 

The Entourage: Front L-R: Jett Starr, Stetson Starr, Blake " Cowboy" Stephens, 
Mary Margaret Starr, Donna McFarland, Hiram McFarland Back L-R: Elaina 
Starr Spears, Gayla Woods, Tyler Woods, Tom Woods, Rex Earl Starr

Proud mother, Gayla, and her Senator son... Stetson Starr's congratulatory handshake

The word on the street is 
that the City of Stilwell 
has decided not to honor 
its contractual obligation 
that requires the City to 
pay its portion for EMS 
services, ostensibly leav-
ing the County to foot the 
bill?  At this point, this sto-
ry is still unsubstantiated. 

It goes without saying that 
EMS services are a vital 
part of our community.  In 
the upcoming City Council 
meeting, to be held at 5:30 
on Dec. 6 at the Stilwell 
Community Center, Stil-
well citizens are urged to 
attend to find out if there 
is any truth to this story. 

Is The City Of Stilwell Trying 
To Shirk A Contract Obligation?

Commentary by John Bankel

Stilwell's Christmas Delight

Fletcher Park, Stilwell's 
downtown gem, on 
Thanksgiving Eve, was 
the scene of an enthusias-
tic crowd waiting for the 
much anticipated tree light-
ing ceremony.  The tree 
stands nearly 3 stories high 

and it took about a week 
for a Stilwell City crew 
to finish its fabrication.  A 
robust cheer went up as 
the lights came on!  Stil-
well's Christmas Delight!

Commentary by John Bankel

Please Note: 

Our final issue for 2022 
will be December 15.  

Our first 2023 issue will 
be Thursday, January 5. 

Photo by:  Liz Brown

Photo by:
Liz  Brown
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MOMENTS WITH MARIE
By Donna Boecher

Vocabulary wordVocabulary word –  scald –  scald – having or produc-having or produc-
ing the feeling of being burned.ing the feeling of being burned.

Ex. My grandmother always rinsed her dishes Ex. My grandmother always rinsed her dishes 
with scalding water to make sure they were with scalding water to make sure they were 
sanitized.sanitized.

THE KIPLING KORNERTHE KIPLING KORNER
 “If a man brings a good mind to what he reads he may 
become, as it were, the spiritual descendant to some 
extent of great men . . . .”       By Rudyard Kipling

SCRIPTURE
Romans 8:2 KJV

Scripture sponsored by:
Faith Tabernacle

Corner of Hwy. 51 & Piney Road
 Stilwell, OK

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus hath made me free from the law of 
sin and death. 

SPOTLIGHT
STILWELL SPORTS 

Commentary by John Bankel

WHAT’S  SO PUNNY?WHAT’S  SO PUNNY?  
Pun Fun

In the aftermath of the 
mid-term elections, this 
may be a good time to 
digress into some political 
humor with a plethora of 
political punnery sure to 
please the most prodigious 
political pundits among us.  
Here goes...
 
I do not approve of politi-
cal jokes...I have seen too 
many of them get elected.
Politicians are like dia-
pers.  They both need to be 
changed often.  And for the 
same reason.
What is the difference 
between Baseball and 

politics?  In Baseball you 
are out if you get caught 
stealing.
The consensus after the 
election is that 100% of 
Americans think that 50% 
of Americans have lost 
their minds.
And just one last salvo at 
politicians.  How can one 
tell when politicians are 
lying?  When their lips are 
moving.
 
Well, that is it for now.  
Stay tuned.  More PUN 
FUN to come.

Serial No. 14
The third watch of the night 
– the most demonic – ran 
from midnight to 3 a.m.  
Maria continued to pray 
against the evil doers who 
would use this time to slip 
across the border to bring 
illegals and drugs into New 
Mexico. She had awakened 
Michael at 2:30 and they 
had packed up their camp-
ing gear should they need to 
retreat to the car and follow 
the “coyotes.” Hunkered 
down amidst the brush, they 
waited. The wait was short, 
Michael saw them first 
and nudged her. The flash-
light beams crisscrossed a  
three foot area that seemed 
to stretch south for about 
a quarter of a mile. The 
soft shuffling sound had a 
rhythm – sshrush, sshrush, 

sshrush – like musical 
tones in three-quarter time. 
Lyrically saying, “we have 
come, we will go, we will 
come again.” Walz time. 
They were waltzing across 
the border without being 
stopped. Backpacks were 
sure to contain drugs, part-
payment for their journey.  
Michael dialed the Sheriff’s 
office, put his cell phone 
on mute, and filmed the 
invasion.  The landscape 
would soon be illuminated 
with police spotlights from 
east to west moving south 
to stop the illegals. To-
night, Marie and Michael 
had won the first skirmish. 
With an interpreter, the 
police probe would be-
gin into Rachael Anne’s 
death. Justice was coming.

Stilwell's District had 4 en-
tries in the State Class 4A 
Football Playoffs: Poteau, 
Hilldale, Ada and Broken 
Bow.  Only Hilldale and 
Poteau survived the first 
round.  In the next round, 
Hilldale was eliminated.  
That left Poteau to play 
on in a semi-final matchup 
with Wagoner.  The win-
ner would advance to the 
State Finals.  The Wag-

oner Bulldogs proved to 
be too much for the Poteau 
Pirates to handle, both of-
fensively and defensively.  
The Bulldogs went home 
with a 30-0 victory.  The fi-
nal game will pit Wagoner 
against Cushing.  Cushing 
won its semifinal game 
56-14.  The Bulldogs will 
have more than enough 
to chew on if they want 
to hoist that Gold Ball. 

Class 4A Football State Playoff Update

Dear John,

I went out with this guy 
and after our first date 
he took me to meet his 
parents.  Then he gave me 
gifts and his class ring.  
He talked about marriage 
and was moving way too 
fast, but I accepted the 
gifts.  Then I met a better 
guy, a real heart throb.  He 
asked me to go out to this 
party with him.  I said, “I 
can’t, I have a date with 
the first guy”.  Heart throb 
said ditch him, tell him 
you have homework.  So, 
we went to the party, and 
you know who was there?  
He made a big scene and 
demanded his gifts back 
and the ring.  I don’t mind 
giving the stuff back, but I 
want to keep the ring.  Mr. 
Heart Throb says I should 
give him the ring back, 
what do you think? 

Put a Ring on it

Dear Put A Ring On It,  
you impress Dear John as 
a dilettante or perhaps a 
romantic butterfly.  The 
practice of lightly accept-
ing gifts and a ring to boot 
will never achieve reward.  
As far as Mr. Heart Throb 
goes, he is probably con-
cerned that keeping the 
ring will be a marker for 
a future disappointment 
in your relationship.  It 
is best for you to return 
the ring and wring your 
old beau out of your hair.  
It will save you much 
despair.  
 
Sincerely,
 
Dear John
 
Have you a question for 
Dear John?  email: dear-
john@writeme.com Real 
Name Not Used.
Copyright 2022.  All 
Rights Reserved.

OUR APOLOGIES to 
Frankie Duncan for 
inadvertently omitting 
photo credit for the front 
page Dwight Birdwell 
photos in the November 
17 issue. 

Lady Indians Freshman Basketball defeated Siloam 
Springs, 39-17,  to win the Siloam Springs Panther Clas-
sic India Lewis Bracket.
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THE CONSERVATIVE VIEWTHE CONSERVATIVE VIEW
By Russell TurnerBy Russell Turner

THE ULTIMATE FLIM FLAM MANTHE ULTIMATE FLIM FLAM MAN

TOYS AND COLLECTIBLES 
MovieTown

805 South 2nd Street
Stilwell, OK.

918-696-8070

     Throughout history there have 
been individuals that take advan-
tage of the human desire to get 
something for nothing. When-
ever we hear about something 
that sounds too good to be true, 
usually it is. It is a constant battle 
to keep ahead of the modern con 
artist; they have become so good 
at extracting information from 
unsuspecting people, many times 
the victim will have their credit 
history destroyed and be forced 
to spend their hard-earned money 
to correct the problem. Flim Flam 
men don’t always hide in the 
shadows or in some dark base-
ment to do their work, many times 
they wear three-piece suits and 
give rousing campaign speeches.
     In the just completed mid-
term elections it never ceased 
to amaze me how the voters of 
this country are flim flammed 
and manipulated into voting for 
some of the biggest duds that so-
ciety can produce. It was Thom-
as Jefferson that once said the 
American people will make the 
right decision if given all of the 
information. Our current system 
can best be categorized as be-
ing a day late and a dollar short. 

One example, recently resident 
Biden signed an executive order 
that would write off a bunch of 
student loan debt. Anyone with 
a thimble full of sense knew that 
his action was illegal, even House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi said in a 
previous interview that the presi-
dent doesn’t have the authority to 
write off student loans by an ex-
ecutive order. It seemed ironic to 
me that just a couple of days after 
the election, a judge declared that 
Biden’s action to write off student 
loans was illegal. Down deep I 
am sure that even Biden and his 
handlers knew it was illegal as 
well, but they ran with it anyhow.
     Con artist Biden and his 
mainstream media cohorts por-
tray themselves as being mor-
ally superior and caring about the 
people. In essence, it was a ploy 
to demonize anyone who would 
stand up and state the obvious 
fact that it was an illegal action. 
The people that were wanting 
something for nothing played 
into their hands. According to 
several leading polls, the people 
who were promised debt forgive-
ness overwhelming voted demo-
crat; to put it bluntly, they were 

conned. Evidently, they thought 
getting something for nothing 
was more important than getting 
our southern border, inflation, and 
high fuel prices under control.
     Information is key to mak-
ing good decisions. In the 2020 
election it would have been nice 
to have known that under the 
Trump administration a vaccine 
rollout was happening, but that 
information wasn’t released un-
til after the election. Also, in the 
2020 election it would have been 
nice to have known about the 
Hunter Biden laptop story instead 
of it being buried by the FBI and 
social media. Now in the 2022 
midterm, the American people 
should have known about the 
illegality of the executive order 
instead of it coming out a couple 
of days after the election. Flim 
Flam men, whatever sector of so-
ciety they come from, can cause a 
whole bunch of problems and that 
includes politicians. If the people 
of this country don’t learn to spot 
these charlatans, we are doomed 
as a free and prosperous country.

    Midterm Elections:    Midterm Elections: Re-
publicans took control of the 
House winning a majority, 
218 were needed, with sev-
eral races still remaining to be 
called. Republicans held lead-
ership votes and elected Rep. 
Kevin McCarthy as the next 
House Speaker when the 118th 
Congress begins in January 
2023. Current House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) has an-
nounced she will step down 
from Democratic leadership 
but will remain in Congress. 
Reps. Hakeem Jeffries (D-
NY), Katherine Clark (D-MA), 
and Pete Aguilar (D-CA) are 
expected to vie for leadership 
positions in the next Congress.
     Democrats were able to 
maintain control in the Sen-
ate with a 50-seat win. The 
Georgia runoff on Dec. 6th 
will determine if Democrats 
gain a one-seat majority or 
face a 50/50 split, leaving Vice 
President Kamala Harris to 
cast any tie-breaking votes. 
Senate Republicans voted via 
secret ballot to reelect Ken-
tucky Sen. Mitch McConnell 
as the Minority Leader. Senate 
Democrats are set to hold their 
leadership elections the week 
of Dec. 5th. Senate Majority 

Leader Charles Schumer (D-
NY) is expected to be reelected.
    Same-Sex and Interracial Same-Sex and Interracial 
Marriage:Marriage: The Senate voted 
to begin debate on H.R.8404 
(62-37), which would provide 
statutory authority for same-
sex and interracial marriages. 
Specifically, the bill repeals 
and replaces provisions that 
define, for purposes of fed-
eral law, marriage as between 
a man and a woman and a 
spouse as a person of the op-
posite sex with provisions 
that recognize any marriage 
that is valid under state law.
   The bill also repeals and re-
places provisions that do not 
require states to recognize 
same-sex marriages from 
other states with provisions 
that prohibit the denial of full 
faith and credit or any right or 
claim relating to out-of-state 
marriages on the basis of sex, 
race, ethnicity, or national ori-
gin. Senate negotiators plan 
to add language to the bill 
that would preserve existing 
religious freedom exemp-
tions for churches and other 
institutions, which helped 
garner Republican support.

Continued page 5Continued page 5

Political News
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ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAILON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL
COMMENTARY BY JOHN BANKEL        

Today's Trail Treks To..
 Forsaken and Forgotten In a D.C. Prison

Mullin It Over:
Counting our Blessings

By Congressman Markwayne Mullin

 They Risked It All/It’s the Truth They Risked It All/It’s the Truth 
MEMORIES OF FARM AND FAMILYMEMORIES OF FARM AND FAMILY

By Donna Boecher

Searching for a Word –  trek.   trek. To make a To make a 
slow or arduous journey through mountainous areas.slow or arduous journey through mountainous areas.

Ex.  The trek up the mountain took us to the top of Ex.  The trek up the mountain took us to the top of 
the winter ski slope.the winter ski slope.

Lefty's Other Hand........Riddle

The Americans that were 
rounded up by the DOJ in 
the aftermath of a peaceful 
assembly in front of the 
U.S. Capitol on January 
6, 2021, that resulted in 
what today is erroneously 
referred to as an "insur-
rection," are languish-
ing in a Washington D.C. 
prison.  They are being 
held without bail.  They 
are being held without 
the right to due process.  
Their hideous treatment 
by their incarcerators is 
tantamount to extermina-
tion.  Is this really happen-
ing in the United States Of 
America?  Where a citizen 
is presumed innocent until 
proven guilty?  And where 
is the cry for justice for 
these Americans?  Under 
the biden regime there is 
no justice for those who 
are not members of the 
"marxist mob."  There is 

only scorn, recrimination 
and repudiation.  While it 
is true that Donald Trump 
has endured much of the 
same treatment from the 
marxists among us, there 
is plenty of blame on the 
part of his supporters to 
go around for the inaction 
regarding the travesty to 
which these "innocents" 
are being subjected.  It 
was just recently that 30 of 
these victims composed a 
letter to the "powers that 
be" requesting that they 
be moved to Guantanamo 
prison.  In that letter they 
outlined, in detail, their 
outrageous treatment at the 
hands of their jailers and, 
further, how much better 
the "political prisoners" at 
Guantanamo have it?  Al-
though I have not heard if 
this letter has gotten a re-
sponse, it is clear that one 
of the most urgent issues 

that the new Republican 
majority U.S. House of 
Representatives should be 
addressing is putting the 
wheels in motion to extri-
cate these prisoners from 
their plight and see to it that 
America is still the home 
of "liberty and justice for 
all" not the abode of the 
"forsaken and forgotten."
 
For today, The Trail has 
come to an end.  Perhaps 
we will meet again around 
the bend my friend.  May 
your Trail end up on the 
right side of the fence.  
 
John Bankel is a freelance 
journalist and a retired 
High School Math teacher 
who can be reached at:
writewright@journalist.
com
Copyright 2022.  All 
Rights Reserved. 

     This month is National 
Adoption Month, and No-
vember 23rd is National 
Adoption Day. There is 
no better time than now to 
celebrate the joy adoption 
brings and raise awareness 
of the necessity of adop-
tion within our country.
     My family is what it is to-
day because of the blessing of 
adoption, and Christie and I 
give thanks every day for our 
six kids. We never planned 
on becoming adoptive par-
ents, but the Lord had some-
thing beautiful in store for us.
    As we gather with family 
and loved ones this week, our 
family in particular has been 
given an incredible opportuni-
ty to spread awareness about 
adoption and foster care.
     Every child deserves a 
safe and loving home. Last 
year, there were 1,353 adop-
tions finalized in Oklahoma! 
However, there are nearly 
8,000 children in the custody 
of the Oklahoma Department 
of Human Services. If you are 
interested in becoming a fos-
ter or adoptive parent, Okla-
homa Fosters, a recruitment 
organization that partners 
with OKDHS, can help you.
     We are grateful to those 
who open their hearts and 
homes to adoption and fos-
tering, but also know that it 

isn’t for every family. Thank-
fully, there are other ways to 
help the cause, such as vol-
unteering with Oklahoma 
Human Service’s “Be A 
Neighbor” program, becom-
ing a Court Appointed Spe-
cial Advocate, or providing 
temporary respite care for 
foster families who need it.
     The Congressional Co-
alition on Adoption Institute 
(CCAI) has provided my 
family with countless ways to 
support and celebrate adop-
tion. CCAI is a nonprofit and 
nonpartisan organization that 
strives to help find perma-
nent homes for millions of 
children in need of adoption. 
For example, every year they 
recognize Angels in Adop-
tion, individuals who make 
extraordinary contributions 
to the cause. Amazingly, 
several people from the Sec-
ond District have received 
this honor over the years.
     Adoption organizations 
like CCAI raise awareness 
for the need of adoption and 
pave the way for more fami-
lies and individuals who are 
seeking adoption. As we take 
time with our families this 
holiday season, I encourage 
you to consider those chil-
dren without a permanent 
home. If not us, then who?

I went trekking in search 
of the Flint Courthouse 
replica a week ago and 
found nothing. The lane 
that had led to the wooden 
structure had ceased to 
be OR I was totally lost. 
Where was the tree-lined 
narrow path with ruts for 
a single car? I was sad, 
incensed, irate. Before 
my eyes were strands of 
barbed wire, blocking the 
path to history; the begin-

ning of Stilwell, the site 
of Mays. The underbrush 
had obscured the road. 
Looking in the History of 
Adair County of 1991 by 
the Historical Society of 
Adair County, I learned 
that the Historical Soci-
ety had built the replica 
of the courthouse. I hope 
and pray that the Histori-
cal Society will be able to 
open the site once more 
and that there will be sig-

nage indicating its pres-
ence and perhaps a pam-
phlet mapping its location 
to be found at the train 
Depot. This was part of 
Adair County history dur-
ing I.T. (Indian Territory). 
Businesses would move 
from Mays to establish 
and incorporate Stilwell 
in 1897. This year marks 
125 years since Stilwell’s 
formation as a community. 
A date to commemorate.

DAFFYNITIONS
☺ Hen: Mother clucker 
☺ Tenuto: All your toes 
☺ Liability: Talent for 
fibbing 
☺ Humbug: A singing 
beetle 
☺ Accidental: A broken 
tooth 
☺ Centimeter: A breath 
analyzer 
☺ Chipskate: Computer 
tightwad 
☺ Gatorade: Welfare for 
alligators 
☺ Headquarters: Psychi-
atric clinic 
☺ Cholesterophobia: Fear 
of frying 

☺ Percussion: Watch 
your language 
☺ Dreadlocks: Fear of 
smoked salmon 
☺ Blue Jeans: Very 
depressed chromosomes 
☺ Harem: What a rabbit 
with many wives has 
☺ Impeccable: Some-
thing a chicken can’t eat 
☺ Cartoonist: What you 
call your auto mechanic 
☺ Toad: What happens to 
an illegally parked frog 
☺ Sherbet: A horse that 
can’t lose in the next race 
☺ Laundress: Gown worn 
while sitting on the grass

Three Arab sons of an 
extremely wealthy man 
were left a complicated 
will to solve. The problem 
arose around the father's 
extraordinarily rare and 
valuable camels. There 
were 17 camels. The cam-
els were not to be harmed 
in any way, such as cut-
ting one in half or the like.
The will stipulat-
ed the division of the 
camels as follows:
The oldest son is to receive 
one half of the camels.
The middle son is to re-

ceive one 3rd of the camels.
The youngest son is to re-
ceive one 9th of the camels.
Try as they might there 
was no one who could 
figure out how to distrib-
ute the camels. A $10,000 
Rupee reward was of-
fered but still no one 
could solve this problem.
Weeks went by and still 
the will wasn't figured out, 
until one day when an old 
hermit rode in on his cam-
el and said he'd solve it for 
them but required $20,000 
Rupee and an armed escort 

to see to his safe return to 
his home. The three broth-
ers agreed and the old 
hermit solved it for them.
How did he do it?

Send answer to:

writewright@jornalist.
com

17 Camels
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Stilwell Community Choir Stilwell Community Choir meets Tuesday, November 22, at First United meets Tuesday, November 22, at First United 
Methodist Church, 7 pm.  For more information contact Mary Catherine Methodist Church, 7 pm.  For more information contact Mary Catherine 
918-696-9061   918-696-9061   

Bethel Church ServiceBethel Church Service:  1st Saturday of the month and last Saturday of the 
month, service at 5 p.m.-?  Rodney Chuculate.

Women’s Prayer MeetingWomen’s Prayer Meeting.  Tuesday nights at 6 p.m.-?  Martha Snow. 

Adair County Litter-Free & Green Adair County Litter-Free & Green  temporarily change opera- temporarily change opera-
tion hours on Recycle Day. New hours will be from 8 am tion hours on Recycle Day. New hours will be from 8 am 
to 11 am during the months of July, August, and September. to 11 am during the months of July, August, and September. 
Drop off Drop off at the Adair County  Commissioner District 2 Barn 
located on Hwy. 59 N and Fairfield Road.  You may contact 
Cathy Unger at 918-696-1178 or Joyce Radtke at 918-696-
7316 if you have questions or comments..  The following is a 
list of projected recycle dates and will only change if there is 
inclement weather conditions that day: July 16th, August 20th, 
September 17th, October 15th, November 19th and December 
17th.

Flint Lodge Monthly BreakfastFlint Lodge Monthly Breakfast from 7 a.m. to 10 a.m. the first Saturday of 
each Month.  Flint Lodge is located at 83705 Hwy 59 South, Stilwell.
12 & Older:  $8.00, Children:    $4.00 and under 5  Free
10:00 Sunday Morning10:00 Sunday Morning Service Bethal ChurchBethal Church Everyone Welcome

Roy Wendell Sexton was born 
in Columbia, Missouri on Feb-
ruary 13th, 1947.  He was fourth 
child born to E.G. and Hannah 
Sexton.  The Sexton Fam-
ily settled in Stilwell, Okla-
homa in the summer of 1960.

Jerry Don Rock was born 
on July 25,1942 in McAles-
ter, Oklahoma to Alvis and 
Esther (Thompson) Rock. 
Jerry went to home be with 
the Lord on November 14, 
2022 in Stilwell, Oklahoma.

Jessie Lucille (Patterson) Kimble 
was born on August 11th, 1929 to 
Clarence & Mary Patterson. Lucille 
departed this life to her heavenly 
home on November 19th, 2022, at 
the age of 93 years, 3 months, and 
8 days; at the Quail Ridge Liv-
ing Center in Colcord, Oklahoma.

Wesley Thomas Bunch was 
born on March 31, 1972 to 
Thompson and Judy Bunch in 
Greenfield, Indiana. He depart-
ed this life on November 19, 
2022 surrounded by those who 
loved him most at the age of 50 
years, 7 months, and 19 days. 

Person, Place, or Thing?
* It was in use long before the first written histories. 

* It was first mentioned in Chinese writings dating to 2700 B.C. 

* The world’s first roads were built to ease its transport. 

* Egyptian art dating to 1450 B.C. records its manufacture. 

* It was of crucial economic importance in every world civilization.

 * There are more than 30 references to it in the Bible. 

* Rome built outposts in Britain for its manufacture.

 * Ancient Egypt used it in their embalming process.

 * Rulers held it as a club over their subjects. In fact, a tax on it was one of the 
primary causes of the French Revolution.

 * Lewis and Clark were always on the lookout for it on their journey to the 
Pacific Northwest.

 * It was typically the first thing an invading army tried to capture. 

* Historians believe that thousands of Napoleon’s troops died during their 
retreat from Moscow because their wounds would not heal because of a lack 
of it. 

* It was one of the reasons for building the Erie Canal…reduced transporta-
tion costs. 

* It can be found in the ocean.

* It can be found deep inside the earth or bubbling out of the ground. tIn 
Poland near Krakow, after working for centuries to get it out of the ground, an 
amazing cathedral complex was left behind.

* The lack of it was the centerpiece of Mahatma Ghandi’s resistance to British 
colonial rule. 

* It was part of a Roman soldiers’ pay...the word salary is derived from its 
name. 

* There is a huge U.S. lake named after it, a lake with no fish.

* It will not burn.
Answer next week  

    Speak OutSpeak Out: Congress 
passed S.4524, which limits 
the judicial enforceability of 
pre-dispute nondisclosure 
and non-disparagement 
contract clauses relating to 
disputes involving sexual 
assault and sexual harass-
ment. NDAs are often in-
cluded as part of the man-
datory human resources 
forms that new hires must 
sign, and they bind over 
one-third of the U.S. work-
force. President Biden has 
said he will sign the bill.
     National Emergency:National Emergency: The 
Senate passed S.J.Res.63 
(62-36), which would ter-
minate the national emer-
gency concerning COV-
ID-19 declared by Former 
President Trump on March 
13, 2020. The current na-
tional emergency declara-
tion is set to expire n Feb-

ruary 18, 2023. National 
Emergencies are usually de-
clared for a one-year period, 
but may either be extended 
or declared over prior to 
the one-year anniversary at 
the President’s discretion. 
    Covid Aid:Covid Aid: The Biden 
administration submitted a 
supplemental funding re-
quest to Congress last week 
that includes $9.25 billion 
in additional Covid-19 re-
sponse money, less than half 
of the $22.4 billion it re-
quested a few months ago. 
But just $2.5 billion would 
pay for continued access to 
vaccines, treatments for the 
uninsured, and maintaining 
the national stockpile. More 
than half the request—$5 
billion—would fund re-
search to support the next 
generation of vaccines, such 

as a vaccine formula that 
can protect against many 
families of coronaviruses, 
or vaccines that can be ad-
ministered through the nose.
    Taxes: Taxes: Talks on a potential 
year-end tax package are 
expected to ramp up as law-
makers returned to Wash-
ington. There’s at least one 
bipartisan measure on re-
tirement savings that’s mo-
tivating tax writers on both 
sides of the aisle to strike 
some form of a deal. But 
each party has also staked 
out its chief ask: Republi-
cans are aiming to extend 
through 2025 business tax 
breaks that otherwise phase 
down under their signature 
2017 tax law, while Demo-
crats are focused on expand-
ing tax benefits for families.

Political News Continued from page 3
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Let’s Eat...

coff ee • bakery • steakscoff ee • bakery • steaks

Stilwell, OK

WOOdS fEEdWOOdS fEEd
69652 US-5969652 US-59

Westville, Ok. 74965Westville, Ok. 74965

(918) 930-2168(918) 930-2168

Place Your Ad
HERE!

1x2 Black & White
4 Issues $40
1x2 Color

4 Issues $60
Send Ad Copy To:

straightforwardpress21
@gmail.com

Exceptional Flavor *Locally Raised
*Antibiotic Free
*Hormone Free
*USDA Inspected

CALL US  @ 918-507-1943

GROUND BEEFGROUND BEEF  $6.00 LB$6.00 LB
Ask about other available cutsAsk about other available cuts

Competitive PricesCompetitive Prices
Pick Up & Delivery 
Stillwell, Ok.

cOME HAvE yOu A cOME HAvE yOu A 
NuTRITIOuSNuTRITIOuS

 ANd dElIcIOuS dRINk  ANd dElIcIOuS dRINk 
AT quEENS NuTRITIONAT quEENS NuTRITION.

1100 W Locust St.
(918)575-4830

Green CountryGreen Country
Title and Closing, LLCTitle and Closing, LLC

*Title Insurance*
*Abstracts*

*Closing Service*
Tel:  918-696-4744

10 North 2nd St.
Stilwell, Ok. 74960

contact.us@greencountrytitle.com

Convenience Store
Resturant - Full Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner Menu

* Daily Food SpecialsDaily Food Specials
* Grab & Go Deli Items* Grab & Go Deli Items

*Fuel - Beer*Fuel - Beer
*Local Vender Items*Local Vender Items

*Wingman Pizza = By the slice or*Wingman Pizza = By the slice or
Whole Pizza - Dine-in or Carry - outWhole Pizza - Dine-in or Carry - out

5 miles South of Westville or5 miles South of Westville or
9 miles North of Stilwell9 miles North of Stilwell

918-930-9321   Baron, Ok.918-930-9321   Baron, Ok.

Visit us on Facebook 5S Baron StationVisit us on Facebook 5S Baron Station

Deb’s Hair DepotDeb’s Hair Depot
24 N. 1st

Stilwell, OK
Owner–Darrell & Deby Lacie

Stylists:Stylists:     • Deby 
                  • Lana 
                  • Rhonda
                  • Halle 

918-696-3283918-696-3283

The Straight Forward
FREE
FREE Press

Brought to you By:

Hodge Podge Hodge Podge 
Resale ShopResale Shop

2450 Hwy. 62 
Westville, Ok. 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Wed. Th ur. Fri. Sat.

918-863-9370


