
The

Press
Volume 1 • Issue 29

FREE
StRaight FoRwaRd

Thursday, February 3, 2022Serving Stilwell & Adair County, Oklahoma

Price:  $0.00
Value:  Priceless!

SM 

Special Feature:
AdAIr COunTy ArTIST VIbe

In the first issue of each month, The Straight Forward FREE Press puts the spotlight on a local artist/artisan. There is an enormous amount of artistic talent in Adair County. 
Much of it goes unnoticed. Today’s Artist is Artie Romero, who just happens to have the perfect name for what he does.

PROVERB POWER
“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds 

from the mouth of God.” – Deuteronomy 8:3,
Matthew 4:4, Luke 4:4

The Straight Forward FREE Press
 is now ONLINE on Google!

www.straightforwardfreepress.com
Check it out and enjoy!

(See The Roving on Page 3)

Stilwell Indians Boys & Girls 
Basketball Update

The Stilwell Boys suffered their 
first loss of the season when they 
ran into the Inola Longhorns. The 
Longhorns trampled the Indians 73-
53 in the semi-final game of The Old 
Fort Gibson Classic Tournament on 
January 20-22. In the game for 3rd 
place, Stilwell defeated Muskogee 
Okay High School 48-36. The 
Indians are sporting a 16-1 record 
and are currently ranked #8 in 

Oklahoma Class 4A.  
The Stilwell Girls are having a 

fine season with an 11-5 record. They 
started out winning 7 of their first 9 
games but in their next 7 games have 
run into a bit of a slump with a 4-3 
record. The next game for Stilwell 
will be Saturday, Feb. 5 when they 
face Wagoner at home. The game is 
at 1:00 pm.

Stilwell
Sports Spotlight

Commentary by John Bankel

Polls will be open from 7 a.m. to 
7 p.m. Tuesday, February 8, 2022, 
for the Town of Westville Special 
Municipal Election. Adair County 
Election Board Secretary, Jan Wil-
hite, offers these important tips to 
voters—especially those who will be 
casting a ballot for the first time.

VOTING TIPS
• Mark your ballot using the ex-

ample posted at your polling place 
and inside your ballot booth. If you 
make a mistake, do not try to correct 
it. Instead, take your ballot to the 
precinct officials. They will destroy 
the ballot and issue a new one.

• You do not need to make a se-
lection for each issue on the ballot in 
order for your ballot to be counted. 
The voting device will cast votes 
only for those issues which you have 
marked. 

• Ballots can be read by the vot-
ing device regardless of how you in-
sert the ballot into the system. If the 
system detects too many markings 
for a single office or question, an er-
ror code will appear. The voter can 
choose to submit the ballot as it is or 
request a new ballot. 

• If you need assistance or would 
like to use the audio-assisted ballot 
system, let a precinct official know. 
You do not have to show proof of a 
disability to use the audio-assisted 
ballot system.

• Be sure to bring an approved 
form of identification. Federal and 
state issued photo IDs, passports, 
and tribal-issued, photo IDs are ac-
cepted. You may also use the voter 
identification card you were mailed 

when you registered.
If you forget your voter ID or 

your name is not found in the Pre-
cinct Registry, you may still cast a 
provisional ballot by signing an af-
fidavit. A provisional ballot is sealed 
in a special envelope and counted 
after Election Day, once the voter’s 
information has been verified by 
the County Election Board. Elec-
tion results cannot be certified until 
all provisional ballots have been re-
searched, verified, and counted.

Wilhite says election officials are 
there to assist voters and ensure all 
procedures are followed on Election 
Day.  If you believe a law has been 
violated. Contact precinct or county 
election officials immediately. Do 
not wait until you leave the polling 
location.

Voting activity is generally slow-
est during the mid-morning and mid-
afternoon, but the Election Board 
says lines and wait times can vary 
from precinct to precinct. All voters 
who want to cast a ballot should be 
in line no later than 7 p.m.

“Anyone who is in line by 7 p.m. 
on Tuesday and eligible to vote, will 
be allowed to vote,” Wilhite said. 

You can locate your polling loca-
tion using the State Election Board’s 
OK Voter Portal at oklahoma.gov/
elections/ovp.

The Adair County Election 
Board is located at 220 W. Division, 
Stilwell, OK and is open from 8:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday  through 
Friday. For questions, please contact 
the Election Board at 918-696-7221 
or adaircounty@elections.ok.gov.

election day reminders and Tips

The  Roving RepoRteR
A Family’s Love Placed This Here

Oklahoma Lieutenant Gover-
nor Matt Pinnel shown making 
a point during his talk at the 
Republican Party meeting on Jan. 
31. For full story see on tHe 
CAMpAign tRAiL on page 3.

By John Bankel
Artie Romero Graphics (ARG): 

Animation For Education
It was way back in the 7th grade 

at a school in the Panama Canal 
Zone, when Artie Romero’s art 
teacher told him that she thought 
he had talent. It was then and there 
that Artie decided that he wanted 
to become an artist. Artie’s dad, 
Sgt. Santiago Romero, an Army 
sergeant who, after marrying Artie’s 
mother, adopted Artie and his 3 
brothers. Artie said that Santiago 
was a special kind of man. He ended 
up being stationed in various parts of 
the world, so Artie got the benefit of 
living in many places.

It was in the 1960’s when 
Marvel Superhero comic books 
came out. Artie was hooked on the 
dramatic artwork and exciting story 
lines. After the family moved to 
Colorado Springs, Artie attended 
Mitchell High School where he 
and a group of art buddies tried 
their hand at putting out a Fanzine 

Artie at work in his Stilwell Studio: Artie Romero Graphics (ARG! 
Cartoon Animation).
called “Platinum Toad” using a 
ditto machine, also know as a 
“spirit duplicating machine.” Next 
came “Fantasy Realm” later called 
“Realm.”  

After high school, Artie enrolled at 
Southwest Missouri State University 

to major in Art. It is there where he 
really learned how to draw. After 3 
years, he decided to return to Colorado 
Springs to set-up his own studio. He 
called it “Everyman Studios” where 
he published “Cascade Comics 
Monthly.” “In those days”, he said, 
“I printed with an 8 color tabletop 
webpress, but today’s technology has 
changed all that.” With the advent of 
the computer and computer graphics, 
Artie learned animation. His current 
studio is called Artie Romero 
Graphics, (ARG).

It was 5 years ago that Artie and 
his wife Connie decided they had 
had enough of the congestion, high 
prices and, perhaps liberal politics 
of Colorado Springs. They pulled up 
stakes, found themselves a peaceful 

Papa Jenkins: Created by Da-
vid Tumpkin.  It is slated to be as a 
series on Amazon Prime Video.

country property and set-up shop 
in Adair County. He has a number 
of projects in the works including a 
couple that are playing on Amazon 
Prime Video: a 13 minute animated 
film called Monkey & Cat created 
by Sheree’ Morris of Stillwater, 
OK, Director Artie Romero and 
Papa Jenkins, a Christian children’s 
program created by David Tumpkin 
from the Detroit Metro area. It is 
slated to be a series on Amazon 
Prime. He  is also working  on a 
feature film.  One can see that Artie 
has his hands full and is ever working 
on achieving more entertaining and 
educational animated films. Look for 
more of Artie’s work in the future  on 
Amazon Prime Videos.

Copyright 2022. All rights 
reserved.

Monkey & Cat: Created by 
Sheree’ Morris, Stillwater, OK.  
The 13 minute cartoon is now 
showing on Amazon Prime Video.

Realm #5: Back Cover of 1972 
Fanzine.

Image of Christian Band that 
we are animating for Mr. David 
Tumpkin.

It was on January 16, 1998 that a 
tragic fatal accident occurred where 
this Cross marks the spot. Vernus 
Bales met his untimely and gruesome 

death while working with a crew 
that was building this wall. Vernus, 
a hard working family man with a 
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The Lady in the Blue Sari
Part 29

By Donna Boecher
It was time to reconnect with 

Oklahoma.  Lydia and James were 
excited to roam the 120 acres. She 
had dreamed for decades of building 

Mullin It Over:
We’ll Keep Marching for Life

By Congressman Markwayne Mullin

Fred

Dear John,

Our founding fathers were a group 
of men that understood the danger of 
relying upon the government for all 
of our decisions in life. They under-
stood that the people running govern-
ment were simple humans that have 
all of the fragilities that have always 
plagued mankind. Fortunately, my 
parents instilled in me the belief of 
live and let live, they also believed 
in working for what you get. My 
parents never expected the govern-
ment to give them anything, but they 
did believe in having the freedom to 
work for a goal without the govern-
ment interfering. Sadly, too many 
Americans have been indoctrinated 
with socialist ideals that are contrary 
with the founders. They warned us 
that a government big enough to give 
you anything you want is equally big 
enough to take all that you have. The 
liberals and their left-wing media al-
lies have had an effect upon the atti-
tudes of many of our fellow citizens.

The corona virus has been a 
plague upon our people, but a bigger 
problem is the way average Ameri-
cans have accepted the loss of our 
freedoms because of it. A few weeks 
ago, a friend of mine asked me why 
I haven’t taken the so-called corona 
va((ine. My response was twofold, 
first of all I have already contracted 
the virus and recovered and thus 
have natural immunity. The second 
answer was we are supposed to be 
a free society, and with my natural 
immunity I cannot be reinfected with 
the original virus and I cannot spread 
it to other people, the same cannot be 
said about the va((ines. I have heard 
that some people who have had covid 
have been infected with the omicron, 
but I have also read that the so called 
va((ine is not very effective against 
it. It totally amazes me how the poli-
ticians in this country refuse to ac-
knowledge the advantage of natural 
immunity; in other countries if you 
can prove you have the antibodies 
from natural immunity you are left 
alone, but not in this country.

I recently read an article where a 
survey was done about what should 

be done with people who refused to 
take the jab. A national telephone 
and online poll from the Heartland 
Institute which surveyed 1,016 like-
ly U.S. voters, found that 45 percent 
of likely democratic voters would 
support measures requiring that 
the unvaccinated live temporarily in 
“designated facilities or locations” 
for refusing the covid shot. The poll, 
conducted on Jan. 5 and released on 
Jan. 13, also found that 59 percent 
of respondents who said they were 
democrats would favor a govern-
ment policy requiring that citizens 
“remain confined to their homes at 
all times, except for emergencies” 
if they refuse to get a COVID-19 
vaccine. The survey also found that 
almost half of democratic voters 
think federal and state governments 
should be able to fine or imprison in-
dividuals who publicly question the 
efficacy of the existing COVID-19 
vaccines on social media, television, 
radio, or in online or digital publica-
tions. Fortunately, here in the United 
States there are no such policies in 
place, but in other parts of the world 
these kinds of policies are being 
implemented, even our neighbors to 
the north (Canada) are imposing stiff 
restrictions on their citizens. Many 
politicians across the world are us-
ing the fear of the virus to have more 
control on their citizens. It is alarm-
ing to me that my fellow Americans 
are supporting the idea of letting 
government bureaucrats define their 
future and freedom. Whether you de-
cide to take the jab or not is your de-
cision, that decision should be made 
in consultation with your doctor or 
health care professional. We were as-
sured that the va((ine would protect 
us after the 2 shots, but now they are 
telling us we need a third and fourth 
shot and maybe even a yearly shot 
for an indefinite time. In my opinion 
there is nothing wrong in asking the 
questions about the effectiveness 
and safety of the shot. We Americans 
were never intended to be a nation 
of sheep.

The conservaTive view
By Russell Turner

nATIOn OF ShEEP?

Last week marked 49 years since 
the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court 
decision that has taken over 60 mil-
lion innocent lives since its ruling in 
1973. This anniversary reminds us 
that the fight for life is far from over 
and that we must use our voice to 
speak out louder than ever before.

The United States was built on 
the right to life. Our Founding Fa-
thers wrote in the Declaration of In-
dependence that all men are created 
equal and that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalien-
able rights: the Right to Life, Liberty, 
and the pursuit of Happiness. Every 
person, born or unborn, is entitled to 
these rights.

As a father of six, including three 
who are adopted, this is incredibly 
personal to me. I cannot express 
enough how precious the lives of 
innocent children are. From the mo-
ment of conception, each child is 
worthy of life and protection from 
harm.

As Democrats in Congress con-
tinue to push their abortion-on-de-
mand agenda, I will continue in my 
work to safeguard the rights of the 
unborn. Their abortion-on-demand 
bill, the Women’s Health Protection 

Act, goes beyond Roe v. Wade and 
overrides existing pro-life laws at 
the state and federal levels that pro-
tect both babies and mothers. It also 
abolishes laws preventing late-term 
abortions. Further, they have rejected 
Republicans’ Born-Alive Survivors 
Protection Act more than 80 times.

I have sponsored or cosponsored 
several other bills that reaffirm my 
full support in protecting the lives of 
the unborn. The No Taxpayer Fund-
ing for Abortion Act, Defund Planned 
Parenthood Act, and Abortion is not 
Health Care Act are amongst this 
list. My voting record has earned me 
an A+ rating on Susan B. Anthony 
List’s Scorecard for 2021.

Thousands came to Washington 
last week to march in support of the 
unborn and hundreds of Oklaho-
mans marched in Oklahoma City. I 
am grateful for those who are in this 
fight with me. I pray that this is the 
year the Roe v. Wade decision will 
be overturned. But until then, we’ll 
keep marching for life.

Want to stay up-to-date on what 
I’m doing in Oklahoma and Wash-
ington on your behalf?  Sign up for 
my newsletter by visiting Mullin.
house.gov/newslettersignup.

Dear John,
I met this really nice guy at 

Starbucks he is a musician. He and 
I visited several times and took 
turns buying coffee. Then he asked 
me out and he wanted to meet at 
Starbucks. I didn’t think anything of 
it. Our first date was great we walked 
around the block and had dinner he 
paid. I told my friend at work she 
said “he’s probably married” you 
shouldn’t go out with him anymore. 
I asked him if he was married he 
said no. We became intimate and 
he moved into my apartment. We 
get along great. He travels says he 
is working. I was shopping in Tulsa 
and I saw him standing on the corner 
playing his guitar. His sign on the 
guitar case said busking for bucks. I 
don’t think he saw me. Should I 
tell him I know how he earns his 
money? What should I do?

Busking for bucks
Dear Busking...any long lasting 

relationship is best based on open 
and honest conversation. The fact 
that you saw your new “object of 
your affection” doing something 
that he had not yet disclosed should 
prompt you to ask him about 
it. Musicians are well known for 
doing street music. That activity can 
bring joy to the passersby and also a 
dollar or two. It seems that your man 
has a gift that he likes to share on the 
street corner. So, go ahead and talk 
to him about it. It will open up a new 
level of conversation and hopefully 
will help your relationship grow.  

Sincerely, 
Dear John
Got a question for Dear 

John? Email it to: dearjohn@
writeme.com. 

Real name not used.
Copyright 2022. All rights 

reserved.

By Larkin Fouse, CHHP
Stress busters: Part 3–EFT: EFT 

is a wonderful way to release stress. 
EFT stands for emotional freedom 
technique and it is simply tapping 
on stress relieving acupuncture 
points while holding the intention to 
let go of something that is causing 
you stress whilst using affirmations 
to rewire your thinking process. I 
have used this many times and have 
gotten marvelous results with both 
myself and my clients. If you want 
to know how to use this technique 

there are many resources to help you 
on YouTube and the World Wide 
Web. The place I would go to start 
would be either the tapping solution 
or David Childerly as both are 
very experienced and creative EFT 
practitioners. Have fun being a stress 
buster!

Larkin Fouse is a certified holistic 
health practitioner, operator and 
owner of Crescent Clinic in Stilwell. 
See advertisement in this paper for 
more information.

Health Tips from Larkin...

a small home within hearing of the 
creek near a stand of ancient oaks.  
The 600-mile trip brought back 
memories of annual summer visits to 
the farm as a child. The days when 
a walk to the rural postal box to get 

the mail for her grandmother had 
been an honor – she was important 
and capable. Even gathering eggs 
from hidden nests of delinquent hens 
- from garage or barn - instead of 
the henhouse, was an ever-changing 
adventure.  

Edward was excited to show 
them his architectural designs for 
an environmentally sound and 
restorative farm that would continue 
to improve the land.  Moreover, 
Edward’s daughter wanted to set up 
a medical practice in the renovated 
smokehouse that flanked the 100-
year-old home that had been in 
the family for six generations.  In 
adjunct to this idea, she wanted to 
put small units on the southeastern 
part of the land with trails west to the 
creek and woods where recuperating 
patients could sit under the towering 
trees and listen to the music of the 
flowing water. Edward liked his 
privacy, so that idea might not ever 
come to fruition.  Who knew? There 
will always be the future.

SM 

SCRIPTURE
“He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that believeth not is 

condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God. 

And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men 
loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 

For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, 
lest his deeds should be reproved. 

But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made 
manifest, that they are wrought in God.” – John 3:18-21  (KJV)

Scripture sponsored by:

Faith Tabernacle
Corner of Hwy. 51 & Piney Road • Stilwell, OK

The KiPLinG Korner
“When the Cambrian measures were forming, They promised perpetual 

peace.  They swore, if we gave Them our weapons, that the wars of the tribes 
would cease.  But when we disarmed They sold us, and delivered us, bound, 
to our foe, And the Gods of the Copybook Headings said, “Stick to the Devil 
you know.”  (This quote still rings true in 2022.)

By Donna Boecher
obstreperous – noisily unruly or 

defiant
Another word from the 1600s. 

Words change, but the behavior of 
little boys remains much the same.

In Search
of a Word

Vocabulary

WORD
of 

the

DAY

        Detrimental
Example: The President spoke words 

that were detrimental to the safety of the 
United States.

• tending to cause harm.

1. The bandage is wound around 
the wound.

2. The dump was so full it had to 
refuse refuse.

3. The farm is used to produce 
produce.

4. We had to polish off the rest of 
the polish sausage.

5. He could lead if he would get 
the lead out.

How about them apples?

5 reasons Why english Is Weird
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COMMUNITY

First Saturday Night and Last 
Saturday Night of Every Month, 
Bethel Church, Stilwell, OK, 7:00 
p.m., Rodney Chuculate.

*   *   *
Adair County Litter-Free & 

Green monthly Recycle Day is from 
9 am to noon at the Adair County 
Commissioner District 2 Barn 
located on Hwy. 59 N and Fairfield 
Road. You may contact Cathy Unger 
at 918-696-1178 or Joyce Radtke at 
918-696-7316 if you have questions 
or comments. Below is a list of 
projected recycle dates and will only 
change if there is inclement weather 
conditions that day.

February 19th, March 19th, 
April 16th, May 21st, June 18th, July 
16th,  August 20th, September 17th, 
October 15th, November 19th, and 
December 17th.

*   *   *
Ham and Bean Supper, Monday, 

February 7, at 6:00 p.m. at the Hope 
Center Inc., located at 829 W. Elm 
St. in Westville. Come enjoy some 
ham and beans with some dessert 
and drink for $5.00 while supporting 
your local food bank.

*   *   *
Oklahoma Bigfoot Symposium, 

March 12-13, 2022, CC Camp near 
Stilwell. Keynote speaker: Ken 
Gerhard, noted author, TV star and 
Cryptid investigator.

*   *   *
Vendor Applications for the May 

14, 2022 Strawberry Festival are 
being accepted now. ALL applications 
and payments must be received by 
5:00 p.m. on Thursday, May 5, to 
meet Oklahoma Tax Commission 
requirements. NO late entries can be 
accepted. For more information or 
to get an application, log on to the 
Stilwell Kiwanis Club website at: 
https://strawberrycapital.com. If 
you have questions, please call 918-
797-5097.

Maxie Loren Price
April 8, 1967 – January 20, 2022

Maxie Loren Price was born April 8, 1967, in Stilwell, Oklahoma to James Price and 
Regina Rich and passed away on January 20, 2022, in Stilwell, 
Oklahoma, at the age of 54 years, 9 months, and 12 days.

Maxie was a man who lived life to the fullest.
He married his high school sweetheart: Jessie Smith at the 

sweet age of 16 in 1983; they started their beautiful family in 
1984. Like any other relationships they had their ups and downs 
but the unconditional love they shared always won the battle.

Maxie and Jessie worked at most of the same jobs until 
Jessie went to being a stay-at-home mom. Maxie then went 
into the welding industry, building water tanks and steel buildings like J.C. Penny’s 
and Lowe’s. For 12 years this was how he provided for his family. In 1998 he hurt his 
back and was forced to retire. Maxie and Jessie then decided to become truck drivers 
and were able to enjoy that time for 4 years until he became disabled.

Maxie loved to fish and collect lighters and knives. He made an impact on so many 
lives. Maxie was a magnificent man who lived a great life.

He was preceded in death by his parents: James W. Price and Regina Rich; and 
daughter: Jessica Price.

Maxie is survived by his wife: Jessie Price; children: Crystal Harper and spouse 
Charlie, Shasta Williams and spouse Kenny, and David Price; and 1 brother: Jason 
Price. 8 grandchildren: Brandon Price, Sandy Price, Royleen Patton, Kevin Williams, 
Kellie Williams, Kyle Williams, Dakota Williams, and Blaze Price; and 3 great-
grandchildren: LiLiAunna Ely-Price, Legacie Reed, Calian Price, and 1 on the way.

Graveside services were held at 10 am on Saturday, January 29, 2022 at Price 
Family Cemetery, Piney, Oklahoma under the direction of Roberts/Reed-Culver 
Funeral Home.

Brice Lewis Wood
December 25, 1924 – January 21, 2022

Brice Lewis Wood, age 97, was born in Westville, OK on December 25, 1924, to 
the family of Oscar and Georgia Wood. He went to be with his Lord on January 21, 
2022, at his home. He was preceded in death by his wife of 
76 years, Geneva; his parents; brothers, Robert and Ross; two 
sisters, Inez Carter and Juanita Edmiston; son-in-law, Donn 
Fitch; grandson-in-law, Doug Ellis.

He is survived by his daughters: Judy Fitch, Carol Gipson 
and Patricia Titus. He has six grandchildren: Melanie Ellis, Lori 
McMillan, Gina Mardis, Rachael Thrailkill, Lance Gipson, and 
Bobby Adcox. Thirteen great-grandchildren and one great-
great-grandchild.

A retired farmer, he enjoyed gardening. He was a member of First Baptist Church, 
Westville, Oklahoma.

The family would like to express their gratitude for the loving care provided by the 
Hospice staff.

Funeral services were held at 2 pm on Saturday, January 29, 2022 at Roberts & Hart 
Funeral Home, Westville, OK. Interment followed at New Hope Cemetery, Westville, 
OK.

Hershell Levon Looney
August 4, 1939 – January 25, 2022

Hershell Levon Looney son of Jim and Jane Looney was born August 4, 1939 in 
Madill, Oklahoma and departed this life to be with the Lord on 
January 25, 2022, at home in the Hungry Mountain Community 
at the age of 82 years, 5 months, and 21 days.

Hershell was a loving husband, father, brother, and 
grandfather to his family. He loved spending time with his 
children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. His favorite 
thing to do was have family dinners, sitting on the porch 
visiting and waving at neighbors as they went by, he loved to 
go fishing and camping, going to church and reading the word 
of God. He retired from Greenleaf Nursery after 30 years of service.

He was preceded in death by his loving wife of 61 years: Dolly Looney; his parents; 
8 brothers; and 3 sisters.

Hershell is survived by a very loving family that includes his 3 daughters: Karen 
Lemasters of the home, Sherri Burr, and Tressa Foreman and husband Tex; 1 son: 
David Looney and wife Leanna. 10 grandchildren; 20 great-grandchildren; 2 brothers; 
and 1 sister. Several nieces, nephews, other relatives, and many friends also survive 
him.

Funeral services were held at 10 am on Friday, January 28, 2022 at Roberts/Reed-
Culver Chapel, Stilwell, OK with Bro. Terry Mays and Bro. Justin Davis officiating 
Interment followed at Barber Cemetery, Cherokee County, Oklahoma.

John Jones
April 9, 1949 – January 21, 2022

John Jones was born on April 9, 1949, to Chester and Oma (Runabout) Jones. 
John departed from this life on January 21, 2022, at Hastings 
Hospital in Tahlequah, Oklahoma.

John attended school at Cave Springs High School. At 
the age of 16 John started working for Greenleaf Nursery in 
Tahlequah, he was a hardworking man. He was last employed 
at Schwan’s in Stilwell. John was a deacon in his church and 
had to step down in 1995 and in 2005 John ended his working 
days due to his health.

He had a wonderful life. He married his wife, Joanne Jones, 
on April 28, 1981. They enjoyed almost 40 years of marriage. John’s hobbies included 
spending time with his grandchildren, playing music, going to races, fishing, and 
studying the Bible. John’s faith in our Lord never altered. Even in his last days his one 
request was that his family remain in church.

He was preceded in death by his parents: Chester and Oma Jones; 4 brothers: John 
Douglas, George, Billy, and William Jones; and 6 sisters: Nancy Mudd, Lila Meeks, 
Cherokee Jones, Vivian Baber, Barbara Catron, and Jacquline Catron.

John is survived by his wife: Joanne Jones; 2 sons: Jason and Johnella Freeman, and 
Damon Freeman and wife Bobbi; 10 grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren; 3 sisters: 
Ella Mae Wilson, Gwen Eddings, and Gail Scraper. He is also survived by several 
nephews, nieces, friends, and other relatives.

Funeral services were held at 1 pm on Friday, January 28, 2022 at Roberts/Reed-
Culver Chapel, Stilwell, OK with Bill Woods and Jim Sanders officiating. Interment 
followed at Clear Springs Cemetery, Stilwell, OK.

Jack Ball
May 20, 1937 – January 25, 2022

Jack Ball was born on May 20, 1937, in Stilwell, Oklahoma, to Howard and Bernice 
Ball and passed away on January 25, 2022, at the age of 84 years.

He was one of five children and lived an outdoor life in the 
woods hunting and fishing. Jack served in the Army during the 
Vietnam war working on helicopters. After his discharge, he 
continued a career in heavy equipment construction around the 
country. Jack was an avid outdoorsman hunting, fishing, and 
trapping.

Jack was preceded in death by his parents: Howard and 
Bernice Ball; three sisters: Viola, Betty, and Bonny Jo.

He is survived by his sister: Virginia Jordan of Pryor Creek, 
Oklahoma; his sons: Rick of Baron, Oklahoma, and Jackie of Springdale, Arkansas; 
daughter: Lisa of Baron, Oklahoma; and a host of grandchildren, nieces, nephews, and 
dear friends.

Jack accepted Christ as his Lord and savior at the age of 77.
Graveside services were held at 1:30 pm on Friday, January 28, 2022 at Piney 

Cemetery, Piney, Oklahoma with Jason Taylor officiating. Interment followed under 
the direction of Roberts/Reed-Culver Funeral Home, Stilwell, OK.

Obituaries

On The Campaign Trail
Commentary by John Bankel

Today’s Trail Treks To The
Meeting At Ozarks Electric...

ADAIR COUNTY REPUBLICAN 
PARTY WELCOMES

OKLAHOMA LIEUTENANT 
GOVERNOR MATT PINNEL

Matt Pinnel tells about how he got 
started in Republican Party politics 
about 20 years ago when he was 
just a very young man. He still has 
that boyish countenance and a very 
buoyant personality to go along with 
it. It did not take him long to rise up in 
the ranks. He became the Oklahoma 
Republican Party Chairman. From 
there he went on to become the 
National Party Chairman.

In 2016, he got to know Donald 
Trump very well while working 
on getting him elected in that 
astounding election. In 2018, he won 
the Lieutenant Governor race.

He spoke about how his main 
job is to market Oklahoma, Tourism 
has become a very large part of the 
Oklahoma economy. Pinnel’s efforts 
are paying off as more and more 
people discover what Oklahoma 
has to offer for recreation, business 
and retirement. He said that there is 
an influx of retirees coming out of 
Washington, Oregon and California 
who are seeking FREEDOM. Pinnel 
emphasized the freedom that 
Oklahoma has to offer and plans to 
maintain.

He is very upbeat when it came 
time to talk about the 2022 mid-
term elections. He firmly believes 
that the Republicans will take back 
the House and also the Senate. His 
enthusiasm is a reflection of the 
passion and energy that Republicans 
across the country are throwing into 

at the
STILWELL
LIBRARY
5 N. 6th Street

The STILWELL LIBRARY FRIENDS will be having a

FEBRUARY 10-12
thursday and Friday

9-5
and Saturday 9-1

Lots of Westerns, Mystery, Christian Romance and Children’s.
•  25¢ Table  •

By Donna Boecher
You’ve come to understand how 

to pray and for what to pray in each 
“WATCH” (those 3-hour sections of 
time.  Now, look to recognize why 
you are being awakened during your 
time of rest in a specific watch!  If 
the thoughts coming to you are 
Christ-like (filled with love for your 
fellow saints), open your spirit to 
know what you are being asked to 
pray for, and for whom.  The waken-
ing can and does happen to us! When 
those moments occur, stop – recog-
nize the moment!  You’ve turned on 
the bedside light and looked at your 
phone or clock to check the time.  
And . . . What’s the time?  What’s the 
watch?  Samuel was called by God 
three times.  Like Samuel (1 Samuel 
3:9) the Lord may have a word for 
us.  We should say, “Speak LORD 
for Your servant is listening.”  ASK 
that you may stand WATCH.

Ready to
Stand Watch?

this election cycle. Something the 
Democrats are just not being able 
to muster. The “RED WAVE” is 
coming.

Yet, in spite of all that, he directed 
his focus to the local level, in 
particular the School Board elections. 
He pointed out that unless the youth 
are brought up with the knowledge 
of the principles upon which 
America is founded, the future looks 
grim. Electing school board members 
who will see to it that a curriculum is 
in place that teaches those principles 
is of utmost importance. He stated 
that the most powerful elected office 
in America is the School Board! 
Pinnel also emphasized the need 
for establishing Young Republican 
groups throughout the state.

After concluding his talk, he gave 
the audience an opportunity to ask 
questions. In this writer’s opinion, 
Matt Pinnel is the perfect man for 
the job for which he was elected, and 
although no one asked and he did not 
say if he was running for re-election 
this year, this writer has a feeling that 
it is a foregone conclusion.  

For today, The Trail has come 
to an end and until we meet again 
around the bend, may your Trail end 
up on the right side of the fence.

John Bankel is a freelance 
journalist and can be reached at: 
writewright@journalist.com. 

Copyright 2022. All rights 
reserved.

The roving reporter
(Continued from Front Page)

strong faith was well loved. His grief 
stricken daughter, Lora Gallardo and 
family, placed this beautiful cross 
in Vernus’ loving memory and as a 
testament to the sacrifice he ended 
up making for the construction of 
this wall.

After 24 years in this place, the 
City of Stilwell is now demanding that 
Lora remove her family’s memorial 
tribute to her father claiming that the 
cross is a distraction and an eyesore? 
That is nonsense. If asked their 

opinion, how many would agree 
with the City? Up until 2 days ago, 
when this writer first learned about 
this, he had, after having passed by 
this spot hundreds of times, never 
even noticed it was there? Stand 
with Lora. Call the Mayor at 918-
696-8112. Let’s make this right. 
Lend your voice at the City Council 
meeting Monday, February 7, 5:30 
p.m. at the Community Center.

By The Roving Reporter

Congressman Markwayne Mul-
lin (OK-02) released the following 
statement after voting no on H.R. 
5746, the NASA Enhanced Use 
Leasing Extension Act of 2021, 
which Democrats have used as a 
shell to pass their legislation to fed-
eralize elections.

“Democrats are trying to rewrite 
the rules of our democracy because 
that’s the only way for them to ram 
through their socialist agenda,” said 
Mullin. “At the eleventh hour, 
Speaker Pelosi used an unrelated 
NASA bill to bypass the rules of 
the Senate in an attempt to pass this 
legislation. This bill is a federal take-
over that jeopardizes every Ameri-
can’s right to free and fair elections. 
This vote has nothing to do with 
election reform and everything to do 
with Democrats’ desperation to hold 
on to power.”

Provisions in this bill include:
• Disregard for state voter ID 

laws
• Nationalization of elections
•Public funding of campaigns
• Appointment of the U.S. Attor-

ney General as the “Elections Czar”
• Restrictions on State efforts 

Mullin Strongly Opposes democrats’
Federal Takeover of elections

to keep their voter registration lists 
clean and accurate

The Straight Forward
FREE Press

 is now
ONLINE
on Google!

www.
straightforwardfreepress.

com.
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Faith, Family & Feed

Dale & Tammy Kester
Owners/Operators

911 W. Locust St. • Stilwell, OK 74960
918-696-6137

redwagonfeed@gmail.com

Red Wagon Feed

AAA ABSTRACT CO., INC.
(918) 696-2770

E-mail:
aaaabstract@windstream.net

Nancy Garrett Insurance Agency
Offi ce: (918) 696-3371

E-mail:
ngarrettfarrier@farmersagent.com

Associates
Insurance
Services LLC.
211 US-59

Kansas, OK  74347
Open: M-F 8:00-4:30

(918) 868-3502
800-725-5736

Rick Stubblefi eld, Agent

The
heaD QUarTers

HAIR SALON
315 N. 2nd

Stilwell, OK 74960

(918) 696-HAIR
                     (4247)

Owner/Hairdresser:
Judy Grant

• Locally Raised •
• Antibiotic Free •
• Hormone Free •

GROUND
BEEF

$600 lb.
   USDA Inspected

Call 479-461-3290
Pick Up & Delivery Available

Stilwell, OK

Family Owned Rx Since 1964
Prescription

Compounding Hormone
Replacement

     Pain Cream
             Nausea Vomiting

~ Transfer Your rx compound to Us ~

918-696-2500

State Farm
Providing Insurance
& Financial Services
Home Offi ce, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Larry N. Strauss,
Agent

114 W. Division
Stilwell, OK 74960

Bus. 918-696-4114

®

Let’s Eat...

coff ee • bakery • steaks

Stilwell, OK

ROBERTS & HART
Funeral Home
1428 S. Williams

Westville, OK 74965

ROBERTS-REED-CULVER
Funeral home

801 W. Locust St.
Stilwell, OK 74960

918-696-2136
• Available 24/7 •

Deb’s Hair Depot
24 N. 1st

Stilwell, OK
Owner–Darrell & Deby Lacie

Stylists:
          • Deby Lacie
          • Lana Williams
          • Rhonda Fletcher

918-696-3283

Feeders Supply, LLC
12 West Oak St.

Stilwell, OK 74960

Brad Kimble, Owner

918-696-7322

918-575-9609

Owner/Lindsey Miller

Stilwell, OK

TED’S
STILWELL 
DISCOUNT 
LUMBER
309 S. 2nd St.

• In-Store Shopping •
• Delivery •

918-696-8337

The Muffl er
Shop LLC

P.O. Box 1438
2909 Hwy. 59

Stilwell, OK 74960
(918) 696-5312

• Custom
• Duals
• Wheel Alignment
• Minor & Major   
    Repairs

• Muffl ers
• Brakes
• Catalytic 
    Converters
• Custom Tips

LOAN & TAX SERVICE

107 W. Division St.
Stilwell, OK 74960

(918) 696-3994
LoansByWorld.com

Early ‘90’s F250
DIESEL

Call Ryan
815-451-0187

reX earL sTarr
Attorney at Law

918-696-6500

Crescent Clinic
Imagine you greater, naturally!

crescentclinicok@gmail.com

Larkin Fouse, CHHP
471332 Hwy. 51,

Suite C
Stilwell, OK 74960

(918) 410-2240

H&H PAWN
(918) 696-5363

Hwy. 51 West
Stilwell, OK

Be ye strong therefore,
and let not your hands be weak.

Je� rey Bryant Jones
Attorney at Law

J. Bryant Jones PLC.
17 North Second

Stilwell, OK 74960
jeffjoneslaw@gmail.com

Phone: 918-696-5889
Fax: 918-696-2728

chiropractic 
available:
M&F from 

noon to 7pm
and T&Th 

noon to 6pm
Just Walk In!

new hoUrs for 
Massage Therapy:

M&F from
9am to 8pm and

 T&Th 9am to 6pm
call for

appointment!
918-696-7220

White’s Tax
& Accounting

gerald R. White e.A.
• Est. 1967 •

101 West Division Street
Stilwell, OK 74960

whitestax2014@yahoo.com
(918) 696-6821
(918) 797-2470 FAX

Owner: Gerri Morris            Manager: Shirley Ellis

Happy Hills
    Thrift Store
200 Main St. • Watts, OK

Wednesday - Friday
9am - 2pm

Shirley                     Gerri
479-549-5580        479-238-3776

Guy
479-549-5581

119 S. 2nd St.
Stilwell, OK 74960

918-696-5096

(918) 696-8070

805 s. 2nd st.
Stilwell, OK 

74960

Wilhite’s
Tax & Bookkeeping
Taxes, Bookkeeping and so much more!

Angela Wilhite
Owner

708 north 2nd Street
Stilwell, OK 74960

Phone: (918) 696-7389
Fax: (918) 235-6152

wilhitetax@yahoo.com

White Horse Inn 
& Horse Hotel

Airbnb
Westville, Oklahoma 

620-245-5672
Roger & Sharon 

Thomas

Today’s PUN FUN foray’s into 
the somewhat zany realm of Dad 
Jokes. Ah, Dad Jokes. Cue the eye 
roll. Where would we be without 
our old man’s cringe-worthy-one-
liners? If your dad always orders the 
halibut “just for the halibut,” then 
you are sure to get a kick out of these 
corny, funny dad jokes. They are so 
bad, they are actually good!

Ready?...Set...Go!
1. Why did the football coach go 

to the bank? To get his quarterback.
2. Air used to be free at the gas 

station. Now it can cost as much 
as 2.50. Would you like to know 
why? Inflation

3. I told my wife that a husband 
is like a fine wine: we just get better 
with age. The next day she locked 
me in the cellar.  

Well, that’s probably all you can 
take for one day. Take care of your 
funny bone till the next WHAT’S SO 
PUNNY?

WHAT’S SO 
PUNNY?
PUN FUN

HANDCRAFTS
Shirley Ellis                  Guy Ellis
Owner                  Owner

Woodwork • Furniture • Frames 
& Much More

479-549-5580
479-549-5581

Watts, OK

 Fragrance
    & Flowers

323 So. 2nd
918-696-6056

Flowers - Gifts - More
• Bring Ad in for 10% Off •

Registered voters who become 
physically incapacitated after 5:00 
p.m. Tuesday, February 1 and cannot 
make it to the polls, still have an op-
portunity to cast their ballot. 

Adair County Election Board 
Secretary, Wilhite, said that state law 
permits voters who become emer-
gency incapacitated after 5:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, February 1 to vote under 
special provisions. Wilhite  said 
emergency incapacitation is some-
thing most voters don’t think about. 

“Voting is our constitutional right, 
but life happens. Injury, illness, or 
even childbirth can prevent a voter 
from being able to go to the polls. 
That’s why it’s important to make 
sure voters know their rights in the 

event of an emergency.”
If you or someone you know 

becomes physically incapacitated 
after 5:00 p.m. February 1, contact 
your County Election Board as soon 
as possible. Wilhite says Election 
Board officials will work with you to 
make sure you have all of the neces-
sary information to cast your ballot. 
Forms and information can also be 
found on the Oklahoma State Elec-
tion Board website at oklahoma.gov/
elections.  

The Adair County Election 
Board is located at 220 W. Division, 
Stilwell, Ok and is open from 8:00 
a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Monday through 
Friday. Election Board officials can 
be reached at 918-696-7221 or by 

request an emergency ballot for the February 8 election
email at adaircounty@elections.
ok.gov.

TRACTOR FOR HIRE
Call Jim at

458-220-7816
• Tractor is a 4-wheel-drive
• 48-horse
• Brush hog 6-ft.
• Rototiller 6-ft.

• Box blade with ripper 6-ft.
• Post hole digger
• Forks 46”
• Dump truck to haul away  
  debris

gOT A STOry
Or uPCOMIng eVenT?

We’d love to print it…just e-mail it to:

straightforwardpress21@gmail.com.


