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PROVERB POWER
Proverb 17:23  NIV
 
The wicked accept bribes in secret to pervert the 
ways of justice.

Weekend Gazette 

NWYC Regional Manager, Kat Foster

ADAIR COUNTY BUSINESS BUZZ
The Entrepreneur Spirit

     Where would America be without the "Entrepreneur Spirit," 
that spirit which is born of FREEDOM and borne by the hard-
working, innovative men and women who ventured forth with 
their ideas for the benefit of us all?

     Imagine what it would be like without the "Entrepreneur 
Spirit"?  In today's column we get to visit with Kat Foster, 
Regional Manager for National Write Your Congressman 
(NWYC) and an etrepreneur in her own right.

NWYC: Harnassing The Power Of The Pen
 

Commentary by John Bankel

Not enough people know 
about NWYC.  This organi-
zation was started by David 
Adamson, who in 1958 was 
a lobbyist for the National 
Chamber of Commerce.  
His idea was to build a 
network of small business 
owners and provide them 
direct access to their elect-
ed State and Federal offi-
cials.  Thus, began National 
Write Your Congressman 
and their mission to en-
courage responsible Ameri-
cans to use their influence 
in government to preserve 
the freedoms set forth by 
our Founding Fathers.  
Today, NWYC, based in 
Richardson Tx., is run by 
3d generation Chris Adam-
son and is going stronger 
than ever.  With the advent 
of modern communica-
tion technology, the power 
of the pen is harnessed en 
masse and has proven to 
be extremely effective in 
numerous instances.  For 
example, it was because of 
the deluge of emails from 
NWYC members that the 
Environmental Protec-
tion Agency ( EPA ) back-
tracked on their proposed 
mandate to "seize" money 
from small businesses that 
it found had not paid EPA 
fines.  An email alert went 
out to all NWYC members 
during the statutory 30-day 
public comment period.  In-
stantaneously, by the power 

of the electronic transmis-
sion pen, the EPA found 
itself awash in objection to 
what was perceived as an 
unconstitutional overreach 
by an agency filled with 
un-elected bureaucrats.  
The result?  The mandate 
was rescinded.  Such is the 
power of the citizen's voice 
when multiplied and finds 
its target.  Kat Foster, who 
joined NWYC around 2 
years ago, is making a dif-
ference in getting the word 
out as a Regional Manager 
while covering a large ter-
ritory which includes Adair 
County.  Kat is well suited 
for her new work.  She was 
raised in Texas where, dur-
ing her high school years, 
she excelled in Cheer, gym-
nastics, and springboard 
diving.  The competitive 
spirit blossomed early in 
her life.  It is still in full 
bloom today.  After finish-
ing college with a degree in 
fashion merchandizing and 
marketing from SW Texas 
State University, she brief-
ly ran a modeling agency.  
From there, she decided to 
go back to school and pur-
sue a degree as an RN.  It 
was while studying in this 
field that she got an oppor-
tunity to work for a major 
medical device company 
in sales and marketing.  
Kat enjoyed a successful 
career with this company.  
With a consistent interest 

in politics and the state of 
our nation after the Obama 
years, she found herself 
immersed in the Donald 
Trump campaign.  That ex-
perience honed her passion 
for what she does today.  
When NWYC came calling 
through LinkedIn, she en-
thusiastically accepted the 
call.  Kat is fully convinced 
that NWYC provides the 
platform that all citizens 
need for their voices to be 
heard in a government that 
is predicated on "of the 
people, for the people and 
by the people."  NWYC 
has the tools necessary for 
restoring America's govern-
ment to its original intent.  
Her dedication to her work 
is unparalleled.  Because 
of Kat Foster's efforts, 
more and more people will 
learn about NWYC and, as 
members, be able to har-
ness the power of the pen 
to make a difference.  There 
is no time to waste.  For 
more information, please 
see the NWYC ad on the 
Ad Page of this paper. 
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Stomping Grounds
Coffee & Cakery 

BRING THIS AD TO GET
50% OFF ANY ITME!
1/2 Price treat afternoon

Everyday!

“Adair County’s legendary Charles Neale along with wife 
Melissa were baptized Sunday July 16th at the Wright Hole in 
Baron. A large crowd of family and friends gathered together 
to witness the joyful blessed occasion.”
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They Risked It All/It’s the TruthThey Risked It All/It’s the Truth  
MEMORIES OF FARM AND FAMILYMEMORIES OF FARM AND FAMILY

By Donna Boecher   
Number 33 Dear John,

“The magic lies in the Brush 
and the Ink.”

THE KIPLING KORNERTHE KIPLING KORNER
                                      

106 West Maple Street
Stilwell, Ok. 74960
(918)-575-5586

Book Online Today
www.massagebyhanna.com

SMALL BUSINESS BIG HEART

Hanna Johnson 
Licensed Massage Th erapist

Vocabulary Word: soul – the spiritual 
essence of a person.

Ex. The child had the soul of a wise old person in his 
speech and actions.

My mother wanted to 
write. Her diary of 1936 
spoke of her dreams. In 
the 1930’s writing was a 
dream which the Great 
Depression delayed. Writ-
ing didn’t pay for food 
and housing. Instead, 
she married and had “the 
million-dollar family”- a 
boy and a girl and became 
the loving “grammar Nazi” 
in our home while writ-
ing to friends and family 
– no Whats Ap, internet, 

or email then. What did 
I learn from her? To love 
“WORDS.” I read, I 
listened to the beauty of 
well-turned phrases, and 
to the rhythm of a favor-
ite writer’s words. “Can’t 
hardly” a “double nega-
tive” was not to be spoken 
by college graduates, but 
as a possible colloquial 
phrase said by west Texas 
cowboys.  I understood.  
I’m sure she read Kipling 
at Stilwell High School. 

Rudyard might have 
inspired her to write the 
eulogy in 1929 about 
a classmate which was 
printed in the Democrat 
Journal. Kipling was alive 
at the time.  I hope she got 
to read Kim and to see the 
1950 movie “Kim” filmed 
in India with Erroll Flynn 
and Dean Stockwell. As 
they say, “if wishes were 
horses, beggars would 
ride.”  Mother rode well.

Dear John,

 My dad told me he has seen a Sasquatch.  I told him that 
I do not believe in Bigfoot, so he told me to visit with 
my aunt.  I called her and she told me that she had seen 
the sasquatch too.  I’m leery of their stories because they 
also told me how Santa visits me at Christmas.  I called 
my grandmother and she said, “I lived with Bigfoot.”  I 
knew she was talking about grandpa, but she wouldn’t 
admit that Bigfoot is not real.  I asked my coach he said, 
“I saw Sasquatch at Ten Killer.”  I’m beginning to think 
this is a conspiracy.   Do you believe in “Bigfoot?”

The Tooth Fairy

Dear Tooth Fairy...one man's fantasy can be another's 
reality.  Be that as it may, the Bigfoot story got its start 
somewhere, at some time.  It is quite possible that some-
one saw something in the twilight of the forest, with its 
shimmering shadows that formed an image of gargantuan 
proportions.  The person that saw it may or may not have 
been sober? In any event, real or not, it was a frighten-
ing visage that could make a great storyteller shine.  So, 
from that moment on, Bigfoot became real.  Many have 
jumped on the story and in good old American fashion 
crafted a money maker.  The story keeps on growing and 
Bigfoot keeps looming larger and larger along with the 
promoters' bank accounts.  Dear John also had believed 
in the Tooth Fairy at one time.  Now Dear John is waiting 
for the Tooth Fairy to bring back those teeth!
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dear John
 
Have you got a question for Dear John?  email: dear-
john@writeme.com or snail mail:
Dear John POB 885 Stilwell, OK  74960  
Real Name Not Used
Copyright 2023.  All Rights Reserved.

MARANATHA 
THRIFT STORE
1020 S. 2nd Street,
Stilwell, Ok. 74960

Thursday - SaturdayThursday - Saturday
10:00 a.m. to 5:00p.m.10:00 a.m. to 5:00p.m.

Westville
                Chamber of Commerce
Summer Slam 5K was amazing!!!  Thank you, Kaycee 
Maxwell, Crew and Cherokee Nation & Sonic.

Westville Chamber of Commerce   

WATERMELON EATING CONTEST

1st place- Izabella, 2nd place - James, 3rd place - Hunter.   
Thank you Sonic for Sponsoring

WESTVILLE HOTDOG 
EATING CONTEST

1st place- Bella, 2nd 
place - Hunter,  3rd place 
- Gavin.

Keen Law
                Office, P.c.

RK

Ralph F Keen II

attOrney at Law

Phone: 
(918) 696-3355

KeenLawOK@gmail.com

STATE/FEDERAL/TRIBAL
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     How should one ad-
dress such a large group 
of society.?  I guess the 
easiest way to address the 
masses is to address you 
individually. To address 
you individually, it is best 
to first address what we 
are as a tribal Cherokee. 
We know that historically 
Cherokees have identified 
themselves as tribal peo-
ple who commonly spoke 
the same language, had 
similar looks and practiced 
the same order of laws.
These ancestral laws 
stemmed from our ceremo-
nial grounds.  These cer-
emonial laws covered  a 
range of things, from how 
we were to go to wars to 
handling social conflicts 
within our tribal soci-
ety.  These ceremonial ac-
tions were done out of a 
desired relationship with 
God.  You see,  to be able 
to call ourselves a tribe, a 
tribe is historically a group 
of families that follow and 
worship the same God.
Over the course of the past 
3 1/2 years, as a Chero-
kee Indian, I have done 
an intensive soul search-
ing for God. The reason 
why I would take such a 
quest, goes to my pursuit 
to bring justice, account-
ability, and order to our 
Cherokee Nation Govern-
ment while having served 
as a legislator in our tribe.
After my first year on the 
council, I struggled to find 
my footing on how to fight 
what many call a “Ma-
chine” that runs our tribe.  
I personally lean towards 
calling it a “Beast” as the 
word beast in Greek is 
thérion, literally translated 
to "wild beast, something 
that cannot be tamed."  
Many times, in the New 
Testament of the Bible, 
thérion is used to describe 
what men will come to wor-
ship, as we see mentioned 
in the book of Revelation 
13:4... “And they wor-
shiped the dragon which 
gave power unto the beast: 
and they worshiped the 
beast, saying, Who is like 
unto the beast? Who is able 

to make war with him?”
Now who can make war 
with this beast?  After all, 
we watched the events un-
fold in the 2019 Chief’s 
election and the 2021 coun-
cil races where the beast 
would slay anyone who 
tried to make war with him.  
So how could I gain my 
footing and try to remove 
the beast that so many 
have come to fear and/or 
worship. I have witnessed 
many good men turn to 
wrong doings from the 
pressures of what the beast 
could offer or could threat-
en them. The most recent 
example of this was a Dep-
uty Chief candidate pulling 
out of the race out of fear 
from the beast’s threats.
     So, after the struggles on 
the council and then watch-
ing the events of how they 
treated Bobby Slover and 
David Comingdeer during 
the 2021 council races, I 
was very distraught, and 
anger had set in. If we re-
ally are a tribe, how has 
my tribe, with which I am 
to identify, allowed such a 
beast to reign as its supreme 
authority?  How could one 
really make war with this 
beast? My answer came in 
what my wife likes to say 
that I have been in a very 
intense spiritual battle for 
the better part of 2 years. 
I started looking into and 
reading about our tribal cer-
emonial ground. I spoke to 
some of the ground Chiefs 
and ground goers.  They re-
counted old stories of how  
it came to be, who we are, 
and the continual searching 
by many on who they are 
to be as an Indian.  I have 
spent many evenings speak-
ing with a dear friend who 
grew up in the grounds, and 
has a great extensive histo-
ry on our grounds especial-
ly in the time frame where 
our people used to have 
stomp dances outside of the 
church in the mid-1800s. 
Isn’t that interesting?  It was 
to me.  That stomp dances 
were being held outside of 
the church, and many of the 
pastors at that time were 
also leading the songs at the 

ceremony grounds.  As we 
fellowshipped, I was learn-
ing much more than I had 
intended when I set out on 
this journey on my quest of 
how one could make war 
with this beast.  Continual-
ly, I would learn more about 
who we are, then go back 
to my Bible and study more 
about the historic biblical 
tribes.  Many scholars in 
the past have tried to label 
some Cherokees as being 
descendants of a lost tribe 
of Israel. I will not deny 
that that part of my jour-
ney was trying to prove the 
theory that we are.  From 
what tribe we stem does  
not matter in God’s eyes. 
You see, our story is still 
a story about who God is.  
If it isn’t, then are we say-
ing that we are better than 
God? Of course not;  in 
fact our oral traditions and 
stories are all about God.
As I gain my first realiza-
tion that there is only one 
who could make war with 
the beast and that is the one 
true God. Studying more 
about the Bible and our 
tribe, I started to realize that 
our tribe worships money 
and the theory of protect-
ing its “culture” more than 
God. Ironically, in the de-
bate for Chief, I led with 
statements about putting 
God in his rightful place.  
Some mocked me that I 
would use God to save our 
culture as though the two 
were somehow unrelated.
Culture has everything to 
do with God! Let’s quickly 
look at that definition.  Cul-
ture is similar behaviors of 
a group of individuals that 
spread from knowledge, 
beliefs, customs, laws, and 
habits. So, culture seems 
to be attached to respec-
tive tribal groups. And as 
I mentioned earlier, a tribe 
is a group of families who 
worship the same God.
Now we have no doubt 
that God and Culture are 
attached.  We must look at 
what culture our tribe is try-
ing to promote and protect.  
Currently it worships mon-
ey.  A great example is the 
casino business.   It steals 

from the poor to give to the 
rich, that is the motto of a 
casino.  It also only protects 
a small, selected group of 
individuals within the tribe.  
An example is the large sal-
ary the elected officials and 
executives make. We even 
worship these elected of-
ficials that are part of the 
beast, lest we be "slain" 
by them.  Look at how 
quickly councilors turned 
from working for and lov-
ing the citizens to working 
and worshiping the current 
Chief.  Surely it wasn’t 
the billions of dollars of 
influence the beast has?
     Oddly enough, it sounds 
more like the beast isn’t the 
chief, isn’t the collection of 
former chiefs and/ or coun-
cilors, or political consul-
tants.  It has become more 
and more apparent that the 
beast is an evil deceiver 
that lurks in the dark.  I re-
fer to 2 Thessalonians 2:11-
12...Verse 11: “And for this 
cause God shall send them 
strong delusion, that they 
should believe a lie.” Verse 
12: “That they all might 
be damned who believed 
not the truth, but had plea-
sure in unrighteousness.”
The beast is the great de-
ception that has been sent 
by God to separate the truth 
from the lie.  Our culture’s 
salvation, and our individu-
al salvation from the beast 
is truly the one true God 
who can make war with the 
beast. The greatest task that 
our tribe will face is this 
moment of choice.  Will we 
be with God, who is able to 
make war with the beast, or 
will we fall victims to the 
beast’s wrath?  I believe 
and lean on God’s salvation 
through Jesus Christ, who 
through his teaching will 
save us individually and 
collectively if we will fight 
to put him between man 
and God, which is the natu-
ral order, and forgo putting 
government between man 
and God. Don’t struggle 
with this concept as the 
concept has been written in 
your hearts to know of God, 
know that the love of money 
is the root of all evil and to 

deny the flesh of this world 
is to truly live. God be with 
you and be with the tribe 
of the Cherokee people.

John Wesley Nofire
/

Wes Nofire
"My tribe, your tribe 

and how to defend them."
Letter to the Cherokees

GOP Meeting
July 24th at 6:00 p.m.

The Adair County Re-
publicans have the honor 
of hosting Wayne Hill 
, Vice Chairman of the 
Oklahoma GOP on Mon-
day July 24 at 6pm in 
the Depot . He will lay 
out plans for the upcom-
ing election cycle . 

AAA ABSTRACT CO., INC.
(918) 696-2770

E-mail:
aaaabstract@windstream.net

Nancy Garrett Insurance Agency
O�  ce: (918) 696-3371

E-mail:
ngarrettfarrier@farmersagent.com

H&H PAWN
(918) 696-5363

Hwy. 51 West
Stilwell, OK

Be ye strong therefore,Be ye strong therefore,
and let not your hands be weak.and let not your hands be weak.

State Farm
Providing Insurance
& Financial Services
Home Offi ce, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Larry N. Strauss,
Agent

114 W. Division
Stilwell, OK 74960

Bus. 918-696-4114

®
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WHat’S  SO PUnnY?WHat’S  SO PUnnY?  
PUn FUnPUn FUn

THE CONSERVATIVE VIEWTHE CONSERVATIVE VIEW
By Russell TurnerBy Russell Turner

WAR ON COMBUSTION ENGINES

Scripture sponsored by:
Faith Tabernacle

Corner of Hwy. 51 & Piney Road
 Stilwell, OK

Psalms 91:1, 2
1 ¶ He that dwelleth in the secret place of the 
most High shall abide under the shadow of the 
Almighty.
2 I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge 
and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust. 
Psalms 91:1, 2

Time sure does fly es-
pecially if one is having 
lots of PUN FUN.  As 
a matter of fact, that 
reminds this writer of a 
PUN:  Why did the man 
throw his clock out the 
window?
He wanted to see time 
fly!  There are more of 
those if you continue 
reading.  Here is a new 
PUN batch to tickle your 
funny bone or your ribs!  
 
1.  Hot Stuff:  Did you 
hear about the circus fire?  
It was in tents.
2.  Squirrely Stuff:  How 
do you catch a squirrel?  
You climb a tree, sit on a 
branch and act like a nut!
3.  Snow Stuff:  What do 
you call a snowman with 
a six pack?  An abdomi-
nal snowman.
4.  Sad Stuff:  Why did 

the math book look sad?  
It had too many prob-
lems.
5.  Head Stuff:  What did 
one hat say to the other 
hat?  You stay here; I'll go 
on ahead!
 
Well, is that enough 
PUN stuff?  Not to worry 
though.  There is always 
more stuff to come, so 
stick around for more 
PUN FUN.  Keep your 
laughter going until then.  
So long!

     Anyone my age has 
grown up with the use of 
gasoline powered cars and 
trucks. Even though our 
autos may break down 
occasionally, for the most 
part they are cost effective 
and reliable. Another thing 
that we take for granted is 
the availability of gas and 
diesel, even in the most 
remote areas of our na-
tion. Another thing we 
take for granted is the fact 
that our nation is blessed 
with an abundant source 
of natural gas and oil to 
fuel them. While there is a 
limit to the exhaust emis-
sions reductions, our au-
tos are far more efficient 
than they were just a few 
decades ago. Despite all 
the advantages of using 
gasoline powered autos, 
the current administra-
tion is spending billions 
upon billions of dollars 
to force the idea of elec-
tric cars down the throat 
of the American people.
     The Biden proposal 
aims to boost certain EV 
sales from 8.4 percent of 
total vehicle sales today to 
67 percent by 2032. In my 
opinion, the Biden admin-
istration is living in some 
kind of perverted fantasy. 
I recently read where elec-
tric vehicle inventories 
are increasing and are not 
being sold. The main con-
cern of many Americans is 

the availibity of charging 
stations and the length of 
time necessary to get their 
cars back on the road. An-
other huge concern is the 
cost of the electric autos; 
from what I have been 
reading, the cost for elec-
tric is many thousands 
above the cost of a com-
parable gasoline model. 
The batteries necessary to 
run those vehicles require 
many rare earth minerals; 
while we Americans have 
an abundance of crude oil 
to run the gasoline autos, 
the Chinese are the people 
who control a huge part of 
the global rare earth min-
erals to build the batteries.
     It is about time that we 
Americans wake up and 
smell the coffee, China 
is our most powerful ad-
versary. We Americans 
rely upon China for much 
of our pharmaceuticals, 
clothing, electronic appli-
ances, etc. I am not ready 
to give the Chinese a mo-
nopoly on the materials 
that we would be depen-
dent upon to power our au-
tos. If the Biden adminis-
tration gets their way, our 
economy will collapse. 
Conventional auto manu-
facturing will be decimat-
ed along with the oil and 
gas industry. Here in my 
state of Oklahoma, oil and 
gas revenues provide most 
of the tax revenues to fund 

highway construction, 
schools, health care, etc. A 
couple of days ago, I read 
where our State Attorney 
General Gentner Drum-
mond and attorneys gen-
eral of 24 other states are 
challenging the Biden Ad-
ministration’s most radical 
regulations yet on tailpipe 
emissions. The average 
EV sold for $61,448 at the 
end of 2022. We Ameri-
can are already suffer-
ing through high inflation 
caused by the excessive 
spending and foolish poli-
cies implemented by resi-
dent Biden and his band 
of Marxists. We Ameri-
can are unique in the fact 
that we do not have to 
put up with all this non-
sense. We must demand 
that our election process is 
cleaned up and stop allow-
ing elections to be rigged, 
and search for more reli-
able sources of informa-
tion instead of the current 
mainstream media. The 
American people are not 
buying into the EV craze; 
we have the energy for re-
liable transportation, the 
Chinese do not. The Chi-
nese have the rare earth 
minerals, we do not. It is 
time the current adminis-
tration regains some kind 
of sanity and stops the war 
on combustion engines.

A great reckoning is coming, where discord was 
strumming, saith the Lord.  I’m making an account of 
those that are with me, and leaving behind those that 
don’t choose me. My recollection is clear, it’s time to 
get in gear, so that you do not fear what is near. My 
children read my written word, not just something you 
have heard. The truth is written and it will be, remem-
ber my word says, the truth will set you free! Black is 
black and white is white, my word is very clear and 
will fill you with delight. For I, the Lord, tell you the 
world will shake, but my divine authority will be the 
quake. Trending now on  TV, the truth, yes, the truth 
you will begin to see. Be ready for a great silence as 
I put an end to the violence. When you come out, you 
will know without a doubt, it was My hand, saith the 
Lord.

By:  Nikki Knight Starr

A Great Reckoning
Senators direct US farmers to 'hold on 
and pray' as severe drought parches 
the Midwest

Sens. Eric Schmitt, R-Mo., and Markwayne Mullin, R-Okla., warn 
that a drought forcing Midwest farmers to trim their herds and 
work with minimal water and feed could cause U.S. food prices to 
spike. (Getty Images)

Searching for a Word: daemon - an atten-
dant, power or spirit: genius

Ex.For the writer, his daemon lives in the pen. 
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Adair County Litter-Free & GreenAdair County Litter-Free & Green   Litter-Free & Green  Litter-Free & Green 
Recycle Day Schedule: April 15, May 20, June 17, July 15, Recycle Day Schedule: April 15, May 20, June 17, July 15, 
Aug 18, Sept 16, Oct 21, Nov 18, Dec 16. Location: Behind Aug 18, Sept 16, Oct 21, Nov 18, Dec 16. Location: Behind 
Vonnie's Pawn Shop at 101 W. Walnut St, Stilwell OK. Hours: Vonnie's Pawn Shop at 101 W. Walnut St, Stilwell OK. Hours: 
9am to noon. For more info. contact Cathy at 696-1178 or 9am to noon. For more info. contact Cathy at 696-1178 or 
Joyce at 696-7316Joyce at 696-7316..

10:00 Sunday Morning10:00 Sunday Morning Service Bethal ChurchBethal Church Ev-
eryone Welcome

Alcoholics Anonymous meeting being held at the Stil-
well Depot on Wednesday nights at 6:30 pm.

OBITUARY ....................................

Gordon Minor
June 21, 1927 — July 9, 2023

     Gordon L. Minor, MSgt USAF Retired, died July 9, 
2023. He was born June 21, 1927 in Leoti, Kansas, to 
Ernst and Eva Minor. He was reared and educated in 
Leoti, Kansas.
     Entering the US Army in 1945, he would serve in 
the Alaskan Theater. He married Mary Pruitt of Stil-
well, Oklahoma, on August 21, 1948. He enlisted in 
the US Air Force in 1951 and served in Korea, Iceland, 
Italy, Turkey, and many bases in the United States. 
Gordon retired from the Air Force in 1973. During 
his service career he received the Meritorious Service 
Medal, Air Force Commendation Medal, Korea War 
Service Medal, Korean Service Medal, Republic of 
Korea Presidential Unit Citation, and various other 
service and victory medals. After his retirement from 
the Air Force he was a school bus driver at Peavine 
Schools for 20 years. In 1986, he helped organize and 
served as Secretary/Treasurer of Adair County Rural 
Water District #3.
     Preceding him in death are his wife of 55 years 
Mary; one daughter Linda Cooper; his parents, seven 
brothers Gerald Minor, Donald Minor, Leon Minor, 
Duane Minor, Harold Minor, Vernon Minor, and Larry 
Minor; three sisters Joyce Farr, Theda Ball, and Char-
lotte Carson.
     Those left here to cherish Gordon's memory are his 
two sons Gordon Eugene of Stilwell, Oklahoma, and 
Roger Alan and wife Susan of Stilwell, Oklahoma; two 
daughters Glenda Doyle of Stilwell, Oklahoma and 
Melissa Kirk and husband Mark of Stilwell, Oklaho-
ma; two sisters Lois Phillis of South Hutchison, Kan-
sas and Margaret Turner of Scott City, Kansas; brother-
in-law Tommy "Red" Pruitt of Missouri; and twelve 
grandchildren, twenty-seven great-grandchildren, and 
fourteen great-great-grandchildren.

The Roving Reporter...
In and out and round about Stilwell...

City Hall... workers climbing tall upon the wall...on a hot Summer day...

ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAILON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL
COMMENTARY BY JOHN BANKEL        

Today's Trail Treks To................ 
Driven By Liberty

America is unlike any 
other country that has ever 
existed in the history of 
mankind.  While this is 
not a new revelation, what 
we have here is often un-
appreciated by America's 
citizens and also much 
misunderstood.  The yoke 
of oppression that our 
early settlers experienced 
is hard to fathom if one 
has never experienced it.  
Truly, that yoke became 
unbearable and if, it had 
not, America would not 
exist today.  America's 
founding was driven by an 
existential longing for lib-
erty.  What man or wom-
an does not want liberty?  
The opposite of liberty is 
slavery.  Slavery comes 
in many forms, not just 
being fettered on a plan-
tation as a black man or 
woman.  Slavery is always 
the product of a tryanni-
cal form of government, 
the master and the slave.  
When one looks around 
at other countries, either 
in the present or the past, 
the relationship between 
the citizen and the govern-

ment rested most often in 
an autocratic government 
system.  The autocrat, 
with few exceptions, ruled 
the roost with an iron fist 
which effectively 
chained the citi-
zens to his dictates.  
Freedom went out 
the window.  Re-
bellion was the 
only route to free-
dom.  It is what happened 
to the 13 colonies in 1776 
when the brave citizens 
took up arms against 
their oppressor and set 
themselves free.  Liberty 
wrested from the hands of 
tyranny.  Once a man or 
woman tastes liberty, go-
ing back to tyranny is not 
in the cards.  The biden 
regime has shown its true 
colors from the very start 
of its term ruling with 
edict after edict known 
as executive orders.  With 
each order, more and more 
constraints are placed 
upon the life of liberty that 
Americans have enjoyed 
since our nation's incep-
tion.  Tyranny once more 
has raised its ugly head.   

How far will this tyranny 
go?  If biden and his ruling 
class have their way, they 
will not stop until Ameri-
ca has become a totalitari-

an state after the 
model of China.  
What will stop 
this devolution 
into the abyss 
of communism?  
The difference 

between America and 
other countries who have 
succumbed to commu-
nism is this:  Americans 
have tasted liberty and are 
driven to remain FREE.  
 
Today's Trail has come 
to an end.  Perhaps we 
will meet again around 
the bend, my friend.  May 
your Trail end up on the 
right side of the fence.  
Happy Trails to you!
 
John Bankel is a freelance 
journalist and a retired 
High School Math teacher 
and can be reached at:  
writewright@journalist.
com  
Copyright 2023.  All 
Rights Reserved.

1 Timothy 6:12  KJV
12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eter-
nal life, whereunto thou art also called, and hast 
professed a good profession before many witness-
es.
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Let’s Eat...

co� ee • bakery • steaksco� ee • bakery • steaks

Stilwell, OK

Place Your Ad
HERE!

1x2 Black & White
4 Issues $40
1x2 Color

4 Issues $60
Send Ad Copy To:

straightforwardpress21
@gmail.com

Exceptional Flavor *Locally Raised
*Antibiotic Free
*Hormone Free
*USDA Inspected

CALL US  @ 918-507-1943

GROUND BEEFGROUND BEEF  $6.00 LB$6.00 LB
Ask about other available cutsAsk about other available cuts

Competitive PricesCompetitive Prices
Pick Up & Delivery 
Stillwell, Ok.

cOme Have YOU a cOme Have YOU a 
nUtritiOUSnUtritiOUS

 and deliciOUS drink  and deliciOUS drink 
at qUeenS nUtritiOnat qUeenS nUtritiOn.

1100 W Locust St.
(918)575-4830

Green CountryGreen Country
Title and Closing, LLCTitle and Closing, LLC

“Fastest and 
Most Accurate Abstract and 

Closing Service
 In Adair County”

Tel:  918-696-4744

10 North 2nd St.
Stilwell, Ok. 74960

contact.us@greencountrytitle.com

Deb’s Hair DepotDeb’s Hair Depot
24 N. 1st

Stilwell, OK
Owner–Darrell & Deby Lacie

Stylists:Stylists:     • Deby 
                  • Lana 
                  • Rhonda
                  • Halle 

918-696-3283918-696-3283

The Straight Forward
FREE
FREE Press

Brought to you By:
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MARANATHA 
THRIFT STORE
1020 S. 2nd Street,
Stilwell, Ok. 74960

Thursday - SaturdayThursday - Saturday
10:00 a.m. to 5:00p.m.10:00 a.m. to 5:00p.m.

Nicole Peppers
Offi  ce Manager / Closer

email: nicole@scatitle.com

Phone:  918-696-7644
Mobile: 918-208-4774

207 W. Division St. 
Stilwell, OK. 74960

124 Williams Ave.
Westville, OK. 74965

918-723-3896918-723-3896

Westville
Flowers and Gifts

We deliver Happiness

keen laW
                OFFice, P.c.

RK

Ralph F Keen II

attOrneY at laW

Phone: 
(918) 696-3355

KeenLawOK@gmail.com

STATE/FEDERAL/TRIBAL

Stilwell, Ok.
Hwy. 59 North

918-696-7588

Convenience Store
Resturant - Full Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner Menu

* Daily Food SpecialsDaily Food Specials
* Grab & Go Deli Items* Grab & Go Deli Items

*Fuel - Beer*Fuel - Beer
*Local Vender Items*Local Vender Items

*Wingman Pizza = By the slice or*Wingman Pizza = By the slice or
Whole Pizza - Dine-in or Carry - outWhole Pizza - Dine-in or Carry - out

5 miles South of Westville or5 miles South of Westville or
9 miles North of Stilwell9 miles North of Stilwell

918-930-9321   Baron, Ok.918-930-9321   Baron, Ok.

Visit us on Facebook 5S Baron StationVisit us on Facebook 5S Baron Station

Stomping Grounds
 Coff ee & Cakery

Delivery from 9 to Noon Weekdays

Breakfast & Lunch 
Served all day

BRING THIS AD TO GET
50% OFF ANY ITEM!

1/2 price treat afternoon
Everyday!

C&C TIRES
BLOW IN BEFOREBLOW IN BEFORE

YOU BLOW OUT!YOU BLOW OUT!
716 N. 2ND ST.716 N. 2ND ST.

STILWELLSTILWELL

MON -SATMON -SAT
(918) 822-8674(918) 822-8674

9 a.m. to 6 p.m.9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Dr. David D. Cook, DO

805 W. Young Ave., 
Stilwell, Oklahoma 74960

www.homesteaddpc.com

Family Physician

918-410-2345

2 Corinthians KJV
5:10 For we must all 
appear before the judg-
ment seat of Christ; that 
every one may receive the 
things done in his body, 
according to that he hath 
done, whether it be good 
or bad.

106 West Maple Street
Stilwell, Ok. 74960
(918)-575-5586

Book Online Today
www.massagebyhanna.com

SMALL BUSINESS BIG HEART

Hanna Johnson 
Licensed Massage Th erapist

310 West Locust St.
Stilwell, OK. 74960

918-696-4810918-696-4810
cUt-UPS SalOn

Walk In’s Welcome 
Yvette & Rachel


