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Weekend Gazette 

Philippians 1:21  KJV
 
For to me, to live is Christ and to die is 
gain.
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ADAIR COUNTY ARTIST VIBE SERIES
Adair County is ripe with folks of the artist stripe: writers, 
painters, sculptors, weavers, quilt makers, woodworkers, danc-
ers, musicians and the list goes on.  
All gifted folks.  Most artists prac-
tice their art in obscurity.   A small 
number go on to fortune and fame.  
Today, we visit with one who has 
achieved a measure of mastery but 
also a measure of local notoriety.  
Let us meet...
Frankie Duncan:  A Photographer As Artist

Story by John Bankel
The word "Providence" 
became prominent in my 
visit with Frankie Duncan 
at the Stilwell Library.  
You may not know this 
word since it is somewhat 
archaic. It essentially 
means, "by the hand of 
God."  When I asked 
Frankie how he got inter-
ested in taking pictures he 
told me this story, retold in 
paraphrase:  When I was 
13, I got into a scrape with 
the Stilwell Police.  The 
outcome was a $20 ticket 
and a month of community 
service.  ( Providentially, 
the incident took place 
just a few feet from where 
we were talking).  He said 
that the community service 
amounted to working at the 
old Library, a small build-
ing where the new City 
Hall now sits.  He went 
on to say that he was not 
a reader, so books held no 
particular interest for him; 
yet as it turned out, there 
was not much to do except 
empty a wastebasket or 
two.  Boredom compelled 
him to take a book off the 
shelf.  One of those books 
happened to be "The Na-
tional Geographic" with its 
astounding photographs!  
13 year old Frankie Dun-
can was captivated.  It 
was not long thereafter 
that he bought a Polaroid 
110, with its four lens 
flashcube.  That camera 

turned out to be his train-
ing wheels.  Frankie grew 
up poor in Bell.  After 
graduating from Stilwell 
High School, he enlisted in 
the Army.  He was sent to 
serve in Germany.  Frankie 
tells about how he loved 
this land.  Providence was 
about to set in one more 
time.  A soldier from Bell, 
Oklahoma, and a soldier 
from California became 
best buddies.  Upon hear-
ing that the Rolling Stones 
were doing a concert in 
Munich,  they eagerly 
hopped aboard a train.  
When they got there, they 
found themselves sitting 
in the nosebleed section 
of the packed Olympic 
Stadium.  His California 
cohort said, "Why don't we 
go down to the infield and 
crash the barrier around 
the stage and get a front 
row look?"  Frankie was 
puzzled.  His buddy was 
serious and before Frankie 
knew it, there he was 
standing right below and 
in front of Mick Jagger!  
Frankie had brought his 
new 35 mm camera and 
started taking pictures of 
this rare moment.  Provi-
dence!  This was only the 
beginning that would lead 
to many more concert film-
ing assignments, among 
which were Rocklahoma 
and Country Fever, both 
in Pryor.  Over the next 

30 years,  Duncan drove a 
truck for WalMart and is 
now retired, all the while 
honing his craft as time al-
lowed.  As a matter of fact, 
it is amazing how much he 
has accomplished during 
that period.  At this time 
of the year, Frankie can be 
seen roaming the sidelines 
with his gear slung around 
his neck trying to capture 
the next action shot at the 
Stilwell football games, 
plus photos of the Home-
coming Queen and court 
and in the Spring, the 
Strawberry Festival Queen 
and court.  He has rubbed 
elbows with the 3 Chiefs 
of the Cherokees and 
captured the now iconic 
photograph of them join-
ing hands in a symbol of 
solidarity:  ONEFIRE.  It 
has never been for money 
that Frankie shoots.  As 
a matter of fact he said, 
"Driving the truck paid for 
my equipment and travel."   
He says, "I do it to give 
back to my community."  
He loves photography, he 
loves his community.  As 
a true artist, he cares not 
for fortune or fame.  Yet, 
whether Frankie knows 
it or not, he is revered by 
many in Adair County and 
in some far flung places.   
Enjoy the photo by Frankie 
Duncan.

Frankie Duncan with nephew Logan Duncan, mentoring 
the next generation of artist photographer...

Chief Hicks, Eastern Band Of Cherokees, Chief 
Baker, Cherokee Nation, Chief Wickliffe, United 
Keetowah Band in ONEFIRE hand clasp

Duncan Photo
More photos on page 2>>>>>>>>>

Willie Who?
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They Risked It All/It’s the TruthThey Risked It All/It’s the Truth  
MEMORIES OF FARM AND FAMILYMEMORIES OF FARM AND FAMILY

By Donna Boecher   
Number 43

“. . . and when he moved quietly on
his own affairs the mere whisper

of his coming cleared the wood-paths.”
(Mogli in the jungle)

THE KIPLING KORNERTHE KIPLING KORNER
                     

Write it down. I’ve said 
it before, I say it again. 
They’ll want to know, 
whoever they are – young 
or old.  How you string 
your words together 
doesn’t matter. Just tell 
of those moments of joy, 
sadness, and everything 
in between. Do the rocks 
and trees speak? Listen 
and write what you hear. 
Friends or descendants 
will want to know where 

you walked and with what 
thoughts. What did you 
see and feel that led you to 
action or inaction? Did the 
rocks speaking say they 
are as old as an ancient sea 
and yet
pieces of once molten lava 
that felt an ancestor’s first 
steps; the fallen leaves will 
rustle out loud that they’ve 
enriched the soil and will 
continue to ask enticingly 
of your prodigy that they 

plant a garden. But where? 
Kin or the good ole alma-
nac will guide you to the 
when, what, and where to 
plant. Always, man has 
looked to the stars and all 
the heavenly bodies creat-
ed by God for the answers 
(Psalms 19:1-4).  Enjoy all 
the moments this earth of-
fers. But repeatedly, thank 
the Lord for He is good. . . 
all the time!

Food Fight Episode 2: Inola vs Stilwell

Inola team on the left and Stilwell team on the right!

Using the QR code on the right and you can watch the competition.

Stilwell had 65 points and Inola had 55 points this episode.

Who will win the final competition? Watch for more episodes of 

Food Fight on RUS TV..

FANCY INDIAN DANCER
Duncan Photo

Darling Indian Dancer
Duncan Photo Davis Mountain

Duncan Photo

Rare snow covered shot of the old Band Stand.
Duncan Photo
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ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAILON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL
COMMENTARY BY JOHN BANKEL        

Today's Trail Treks To................
Managing Yourself

ADAIR COUNTY 
HIGH SCHOOL 

FOOTBALL ROUNDUP
By John Bankel

STILWELL 
SPORTS SPOTLIGHT

Commentary by John Bankel

After winning their first 
two games at home in 
impressive fashion against 
two 3A opponents, Roland 
and Keys, the Stilwell 
Indians took a long bus 
ride south to tangle with 
the 3A Stigler Jaguars.  
Stigler boasted a 2-0 record 
and were ranked 6th in 
the State.  It goes without 
saying that this opponent 
would give the Indians a 
run for their money.  The 
first half was all Stigler.  
With a ferocious pass rush, 
QB Juan Martinez spent 
the entire half running for 
his life with no time to 
pass.  The run game also 
stalled.  Meanwhile, the 
Jaguars put points on the 
board using the power 
running of their tailback.  
The Indians displayed a 
certain lackluster perfor-
mance on both sides of the 
ball.  Both their blocking 
and tackling left much 
to be desired.  There was 
one bright spot.  Shortly 
before the end of the half, 
with Stigler up by 29-0, 

Freshman Chase Benham 
launched himself to recov-
er a loose ball mishandled 
by the Stigler Quarterback 
at the Stigler 18 yard line.  
A play of pure hustle.  The 
Indians wasted little time 
to put their only points on 
the board when Martinez 
burrowed his way into the 
Stigler end zone.  The extra 
point failed.  The score-
board read 29-6.  A diffi-
cult task lay ahead for the 
Indians to try and get back 
into this game.   Indeed, 
Stilwell looked like a dif-
ferent team in the second 
half.  They were blocking 
and tackling with author-
ity and stopping Stigler.  
The Jaguars managed only 
one score while the Indi-
ans put up 2 touchdowns.  
Yet Chase Benham is not 
the only Freshman mak-
ing an impact.  Freshman 
Brayton Carter, QB/WR, is 
also making his presence 
felt.  In the second half, he 
reeled in a pass from QB 
Juan Martinez and took 
it to the house.  With the 

extra point good, the Indi-
ans appeared momentarily 
to have a chance to get 
back into the game.  Alas, 
this did not happen.  Still, 
it gave the fans a thrill.  
Although it is yet early, 
both Benham and Carter 
appear to be on their way 
to becoming elite play-
ers.  Time will tell.    On 
offense, they had made an 
adjustment to counter the 
aggressive Stigler defense 
by executing delays and 
short out and screen passes.  
Martinez used the defense 
to his advantage.  Although 
the final score showed 
Stigler 36 Stilwell 21, it 
could have been different 
if this game were not a tale 
of 2 halves.  Just one more 
thing.  Stilwell has tamed 
down their proclivity for 
penalties.  They will need 
that as they face an always 
tough Hilldale Hornets 
team on September 22 for 
Homecoming.  Kickoff at 
7 pm.  Come out and cheer 
the Indians on! 

Stilwell @ Stigler: A Tale Of Two Halves

One of the hardest tasks 
that we humans face in life 
is learning how to manage 
ourselves. One might want 
to call it "growing up." 
From an early age onward, 
we depend upon someone 
else to feed us, clothe us, 
give us shelter, provide 
schooling as well as love 
and encouragement until 
we can fly on our own.  The 
rest of the animal world 
operates on a similar prin-
ciple, yet there is one big 
difference.  If you were an 
eaglet, your time in the nest 
is limited.  There will come 
a day when mama eagle 
nudges you out of the nest, 
a nest that sits a 1000 feet 
or more above the ground.  
Once the eaglet is airborne, 
it has only one choice: fly 
or die.  This may seem 
cruel to some of us, yet it is 
very effective.  In our pres-
ent society, we have human 
offspring that remain in the 
nest for sometimes the rest 
of their parents' lives.  They 

never grow up.  They have 
no sense of responsibility 
since everything is done 
for them.  It is an epidemic 
among the youth of today.  
Free lunches, is what I call 
it.  Yet, we know that there 
are no "free lunches."  How 
did this "free lunch" prin-
ciple get started?  We need 
only to look at the welfare 
state, aka, the nanny state, 
as created by the democrat 
party where the "handout" 
becomes the staple of many 
lives.  Handouts may give 
one a feel good sensation, 
but the consequences are 
dependence upon them, 
which, in the long run, 
neither does the individual 
nor society any good.  The 
proliferation of this mental-
ity can only spell further 
disaster, as the population 
becomes more and more 
dependent upon someone 
else to take care of it.  To-
day's youth are caught in 
the throes of this depen-
dency and may, therefore, 

never learn to manage 
themselves.  Personal re-
sponsibility has gone out 
the window and growing up 
may be a thing of the past.  
Government control has 
taken its place.  Stay in the 
nest.  It is a cold, cruel world 
out there.  No worries, the 
democrats have got your 
free lunch ready.  No need 
to learn to manage yourself.
 
Today's Trail has come to 
an end.  Perhaps we will 
meet again around the 
bend, my friend.  Mean-
while, may your Trail end 
up on the right side of the 
fence.  Happy Trails to 
you.
 
John Bankel is a freelance 
journalist and a retired 
High School Math teacher 
who can be reached at:
writewright@journalist.
com
Copyright 2023.  All 
Rights Reserved.

WATTS ENGINEERS: 8 Man Football
 
The Engineers slid to 1-2 on the season as they came 
away with a 24-14 loss to Crossings Christian Academy 
( CCA) this past Friday, September 15.  They will next 
tangle with the South Coffeyville Lions, who come into 
the contest with an 0-3 record.  The game is at home.  
Kickoff at 7 pm.

 
Westville Yellowjackets

 
The Yellowjackets have yet to get on the winning track 
this season.  After 3 games, Westville has an 0-3 record.  
On September 15, in game three, the Yellowjackets fell 
to the  Tahlequah Seqouyah Indians by a score of 34-18 
in an away contest.  Westville's next game is at home 
versus Beggs.  Kickoff  at 7 pm.

 
Cave Springs Hornets: 8 Man Football

 
After starting the 2023 season with 2 convincing vic-
tories, the Hornets ran into a buzzsaw as the visiting 
Quinton squad torched the Hornets by a score of 64-8.  
The Hornets are now 2-1 on the season and next travel 
to Webbers Falls in a September 22 contest.  Kickoff at 7 
pm.

Sugarland at Country Fever Concert in Pryor

Frankie Duncan
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WHat’S  SO PUnnY?WHat’S  SO PUnnY?  
PUn FUnPUn FUn

THE CONSERVATIVE VIEWTHE CONSERVATIVE VIEW
By Russell TurnerBy Russell Turner

SHOULDER WISDOM

Searching for a Word:  traverse.  to travel 
or pass across, over, or through.

Ex. Jody will traverse the mountain pass on her hike 
in the Himalayas.

Vocabulary Word: across. From one 
side to the opposite side of - over, through.

Ex. The boy walked across the railroad track to reach 
his school.

Krypto
Kontest 8.0Kontest 8.0

Krypto Kontest 8.0
Anomaly Week 2
 
Due to a numbering error, which was pointed out 
recently by one of our players, Week 2 got misnum-
bered as Week 3 creating an anomaly of sorts or 
perhaps a Krypto of its own?  In any event, this is 
really week 7, so that next week's Krypto will be the 
final one for this go 'round.
So here we go.  This week's answer is 25.  You are 
playing with:  4, 5, 9, 23, 17.  Remember, you must 
use all 5 numbers and any combination of addition, 
subtraction, multiplication or division to write an 
expression that equals the answer.  This iteration of 
Krypto Kontest is still up for grabs, so if you have 
not yet thrown your hat into the ring, you still have a 
chance to grab the $25 cash and calculator prize.  Go 
ahead, test your mettle and have some fun doing it!

Did You Know 
That John Han-
cock Was Saved 
From Assassina-
tion on the Night 
of Paul Revere's 

Ride?

     Insight is something that 
seems to be lacking in our 
society today, sometimes 
a few words can relay the 
answers to questions that 
we often tie ourselves 
into knots trying to solve. 
I have heard great speak-
ers such as President Ron-
ald Reagan give speeches 
that were awe inspiring, 
but when you take a good 
look at their quotes, many 
times he was using quotes 
by people that lived many 
years ago. I also like to read 
profound quotes by en-
lightened people from the 
past; recently I read a quote 
by Daniel Webster where 
he said, “God grants lib-
erty only to those who love 
it, and are always ready 
to guard and defend it.”
     We Americans have 
become a victim of our 
own prosperity, we have 
become so accustomed to 
having the government 
provide for us something 
that we should be doing 
for ourselves. It was not 
that long ago when Presi-
dent John Kennedy made 
the comment, “Ask not 
what your country can do 
for you, but what you can 
do for your country.” I am 
a conservative and hap-
pen to be registered Re-
publican; while Kennedy 

was a Democrat.  I believe 
that if he were alive today 
and had the same beliefs, 
he would be more aligned 
with the Republican party. 
The path of division, envy, 
and entitlement that our 
country is currently on 
is not what a stable and 
powerful country is built 
upon. We have too many 
elected officials who do 
not even comprehend the 
idea of statesmanship; po-
litical power and elitism 
is their only goal. They 
tell the people what they 
want to hear and promote 
agendas that will destroy 
our nation. One example is 
resident Joe Biden and his 
obsession with writing off 
student loan debt. The Su-
preme Court of the United 
States has recently ruled 
that the president does not 
have the authority to write 
off that debt with an ex-
ecutive order; even with 
that ruling, he still claims 
that he can write off those 
loans. It is my understand-
ing that any such forgive-
ness of loans would have 
to go through Congress 
and not be subject to the 
whims of a clearly men-
tally deficient person oc-
cupying the White House.
     It is very simple what 
resident Biden is doing, he 

is attempting to gain votes 
by doing an unconstitution-
al act just to get elected. 
He is using the promise of 
loan forgiveness just like 
you would use a carrot to 
entice an animal into a trap. 
What many American have 
forgotten is those carrots 
we might receive come at 
a high price when we elect 
those kinds of people; they 
do not care about the rule 
of law and the preservation 
of our liberty. Too many 
Americans are ready to sell 
their birthright of liberty 
and freedom for instant 
gratification. In the Bible 
there is a story about a man 
who sold his birthright for 
a pot of soup; later in the 
story he regretted that de-
cision the rest of his life. 
Once liberty is lost it is 
very hard to regain it. We 
Americans are great only 
because we are standing 
upon the shoulders of our 
ancestors; they understood 
where our liberty came 
from. It is time we Ameri-
cans to start reading some 
of those profound quotes 
and stand upon the shoul-
ders of those who came be-
fore us.   "God grants lib-
erty only to those who love 
it, and are always ready 
to guard and defend it.”

Here come the puns again;  that means another week 
has flown by.  Now is the time to give some more puns 
another try.  Me oh my!  Get your funny bone ready for 
another batch of rib ticklers.  May your ribs ache a bit 
with laughter.  After all, is that not what you are after?
 
1.  Can You Dig It?:  The shovel was a ground  breaking 
invention.  So soilfull!
2.  Predicated Penalty:  If a judge loves the sound of his 
own voice, expect a long sentence.  Hoosegow here we 
come!
 3.  SoapSuds:  I was addicted to soap...I am clean now.  
Scrubba Dub
.4.  No Telling Where?:  I went to buy some camouflage 
trousers the other day, but I could not find any.  Nobody 
noticed.
5.  Try Not Again:  If "at first you don't succeed", then 
skydiving is not for you!  There you went!
 
How absolutely hilarious!  Have you got an ache in 
your funny bone or maybe your ribs are sore now?  Do 
not worry;  it may rub off on someone else.  Laughter is 
contagious and a smile opens doors to many friendships.  
Keep the grin going until next week for more PUN FUN.

AAA ABSTRACT CO., INC.
(918) 696-2770

E-mail:
aaaabstract@windstream.net

Nancy Garrett Insurance Agency
O�  ce: (918) 696-3371

E-mail:
ngarrettfarrier@farmersagent.com
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Psalms 91:1, 2
1 ¶ He that dwelleth in the secret place of the 
most High shall abide under the shadow of the 
Almighty.
2 I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and 
my fortress: my God; in him will I trust. 

Scripture sponsored by:
Faith Tabernacle

Corner of Hwy. 51 & Piney Road
 Stilwell, OK

Legacy
By Ronny Vann

    Noun: Legacy, some-
thing transmitted by or 
received from an ancestor 
or predecessor or from 
the past.  My last blog 
post entitled “Joe Scout” 
mentioned his service and 
what he liked to do name-
ly fishing and playing ball. 
I forgot to mention that he 
also liked to do art wheth-
er painting or drawing 
and he was quite good at 
it.  What does this have to 
do with the word “legacy” 
you wonder? Well ok, 
here goes.  What is it you 
are going to leave as a 
reminder of who or what 
you were?  You might 
think my children are my 
Legacy, but what if they 
do not turn out the way 
you wanted them too?  Is 
it going to be money or 
possessions? Your name?  
Is it worth the paper it is 
written on?
     We hear a lot about 
sports legacy or presiden-
tial legacy. A lot of these 
are not worthy of  copying 
or emulating. Presidents 
make a lot of speeches 
about what they are going 
to do but it is mostly hot 
air. Sports stars talk of the 
team and the all for one 
mentality.  Professional 
and college sports have 

now become about money 
and lots of it.  Maybe 
your name on a stadium, 
a presidential library, or a 
street sign.  As Ndn’s we 
have a legacy of fighting 
for the land that tribes 
lived on and used for
hunting and fishing. We 
have broken treaties and 
a lot of killing on both 
sides.  Reservation life 
is different then what 
some Oklahoma tribes 
have but now even that 
is changing. The Mcgirt 
decision has put us back 
on the Rez! This idea of 
the Reservation is one I 
have tried so hard to stay 
away from.  It is a dif-
ferent mind-set when we 
recognize these borders.  
To go past these and forge 
ahead for your people or 
kids is a better legacy then 
an inheritance of money, 
or possessions.  After I 
had posted my last blog 
I saw where the school 
namely Dahlonegah had 
put up a sign. You think 
so what? Well, it had the 
picture of a Cherokee 
ndn that Joe had designed 
years ago. It had disap-
peared from the gym floor 
a few years back. Today 
it is on the activity bus, 
gym floor and the school 

sign.  It is his legacy of 
giving something to the 
school. The school honor-
ing that and who most of 
the students are. No, it is 
not a mascot! As some 
will probably protest in 
ignorance if they found 
out.  As one person who 
saw it for the first time 
said “look it is Joe’s ndn.  
Legacy: in Luke 12:16-21 
it talks about a rich man 
who had so much he built 
more barns and was fully 
satisfied. He was going 
to live a life of leisure…
but God said “fool this 
night your soul is required 
of you; then whose, will 
these things be?”  Great 
Chiefs and warriors have 
come and gone as well as 
statesman. Their legacy 
remains but what about 
yours? Again, the ques-
tion of what will you pass 
along or give to others?  
What I hope for is not a 
picture of wonderful me 
when I know I truly was 
not always wonderful! 
Nor great but just ok as a 
brother, uncle or even a 
cuzz! If, you asked me, I 
pray that it is a sense of 
family. I become richer if 
I enrich their lives. I pray 
that is my legacy.

FUneral nOtice

     David Norman Maybury Jr. the son of David 
Maybury Sr. and Brenda Jean (McReynolds) Mc-
Cutcheon was born February 18, 1964, in Mon-
terey Park, California and he departed this life on 
September 17, 2023, in Stilwell, Oklahoma at the 
age of 59 years and 7 months.
     David loved his family deeply. He was Papa 
D to the grandkids. David never met a stranger; 
he could carry on an hour-long conversation with 
anyone. He enjoyed driving a truck. He enjoyed 
being able to see the country and watch the sunset 
and sunrise in many different places. He enjoyed 
fishing and riding motorcycles. David touched 
many lives over the years and will be dearly 
missed by all who knew and loved him.
     He was preceded in death by his father David 
Maybury Sr.
     He is survived by a loving family which in-
cludes his wife Lisa Green of the home; his mother 
Brenda Jean McCutcheon and husband Donald of 
Siloam Springs, AR; his children Matthew May-
bury and wife Jaclyn of Kenwood, Kaitlin Gonza-
les and husband Brendan of Raymore, MO, Megan 
Dawdy and husband Justin of Siloam Springs, AR, 
Allison Maybury of Gentry, and Carrigan Maybury 
and spouse Jaylen Calderon of Gentry, AR; his 
step-children Heston Ogden of Stilwell, Makinley 
Green and fiancé Cameron Powell of Stilwell and 
Bryson Green of Stilwell; his sister Pamela Porges 
and husband Edward of Siloam Springs, AR; and 
his grandchildren Presley Powell, Leighton Pow-
ell and Jacob Six. Numerous cousins, friends and 
other relatives also survive him.

Memorial services will be held 11:00 a.m. 
Saturday, September 30, 2023 at Old Union 
Cemetery in Cincinnati, Arkansas.  Final ar-
rangements were entrusted to the care of Kester 
Family Funeral Service.

Online condolences can be made at kesterfunerals.
com.

David Maybury

State Farm
Providing Insurance
& Financial Services
Home Offi ce, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Larry N. Strauss,
Agent

114 W. Division
Stilwell, OK 74960

Bus. 918-696-4114

®

The Stilwell Indians took on Keys Cougars last Friday night and not only did the 
Cougars tower over the Indians but they also had a noticeable weight advantage as 
well; nevertheless, Stilwell still came out on top! However, while proudly spectat-
ing the game, I (along with other proud fans) could not help but notice that during 
the fourth quarter, though the Indians were well on their way to victory, one young 
man began arguing with his coach and then moments later several other young men 
began having confrontations which led to pushing and yelling. Thankfully, they 
separated themselves and it was quickly brought to the coaches' attention. As a fan 
and parent, I would like these young men to know that people not only notice how 
you handle yourself on the field but also how you support your team and handle 
yourself on the sidelines. This year's players have amazing potential and a very 
hopeful season ahead of them! I wish them nothing but the best and hope that they 
go into every game as a team with a common goal!

Sincerely, 
A Proud Stilwell Fan

Stilwell Football Fans Point of View

Editor's note:  NDN is a shortening of Native Indian. This is usually used by Native 
Americans in the United States to refer to themselves.
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Brian Kester celebrated 
the opening of Kester 
Family Funeral Service 
with his staff and the 
Stilwell Chamber of 
Commerce along with 
City Councilor Debbie 
Johnson and Mayor Jean 
Ann Wright on Septem-
ber 11, 2023. Kester 
gave the City officials 
a personal tour during 
the new funeral home's 
open house that day. 
Here's Brian discussing 
his father's influence, his 
military background and 
his Stilwell roots. Brian 
also talks about his new 
business and the spiri-
tual influence and direc-
tion he plans on taking 
it.Kester Family Funeral 
Service is located at 1704 
W Young Ave, Stilwell, 
OK, United States, Okla-
homa. (918)410-0081. 
You can learn more at 
www.kesterfunerals.com 
or follow them on Face-
book.

The City of Stilwell

     Steven Scott Baird was the son of Leonard and 
Billye (McCollum) Baird. He was born December 
14, 1961, in Stilwell, Oklahoma and he departed 
this life on September 17, 2023, at his home in 
Stilwell, Oklahoma, at the age of 61 years, 9 
months and 3 days. Scott was a lifetime resident 
of Stilwell and a fourth-generation farmer, who 
continued building his family’s legacy of labor and 
tillage of the soil until he departed this life.
     He leaves a legacy in the furrows and fields of 
his family farm in Stoney Point. Where you could 
easily find him in the seat of a tractor listening to 
the OU Sooners on the radio, hunting with his son, 
reading the newest Louis L’amour book, check-
ing cows with his grandkids, tending to his crops, 
spending time with his family, and talking farming 
for hours with anyone who stopped by to visit.
     Scott loved his family dearly and did his best 
to instill a love of God, family and country in his 
children and grandchildren. Teaching them the val-
ue of hard work and caring for others. Along with 
farming and raising cattle he was also a 38-year 
veteran of the Hwy 51 West volunteer fire depart-
ment. Scott was truly one of a kind and touched 
many lives over the years, and he will be dearly 
missed by all who knew and loved him.
     He was preceded in death by his paternal 
grandparents Lee and Nellie Baird; as well as his 
maternal grandparents Roy and Edna McCollum; 
father Leonard Baird; his brother L.E. Baird; and 
his sister Terri Downey.
     He is survived by a loving family which in-
cludes his wife Lisa Baird of the home; his mother 
Billye Baird of Stilwell; his children Steven Baird 
and wife Janell of Stilwell, Oklahoma; Jessika Gip-
son and husband Logen of Keota, Oklahoma and 
Emily Baird of Stilwell, Oklahoma, as well as his 
grandchildren Jensen Gipson, Duke Gipson, Case 
Baird and Adley Baird. Several nieces, nephews, as 
well as numerous friends and other relatives also 
survive him.
     Funeral services were held 10:00 a.m. Thurs-
day, September 21, 2023 at Kester Family Funeral 
Service Chapel with Logen Gipson and Tim Barton 
officiating.  Interment followed at Stilwell City 
Cemetery under the care and direction of Kester 
Family Funeral Service.

Online condolences can be made at kesterfunerals.com.

Steven Scott Baird

OBitUarY

     Genevieve Virginia Holt the daughter of Rabbit 
and Ganner (Sixkiller) Chair was born October 23, 
1932, in Adair County, Oklahoma, and departed 
this life on September 15, 2023, in Stilwell, Okla-
homa, at the age of 90 years, 10 months and 23 
days.
     Genevieve was a loving mother and grand-
mother who loved her family dearly. She enjoyed 
singing. She loved to travel and enjoyed seeing dif-
ferent parts of the country. Her grandkids and great 
grandkids were the sparkle in her eye. She was 
a trickster and enjoyed having a good time with 
family and friends. Genevieve touched many lives 
over the years and will be dearly missed by all who 
knew and loved her.
     She was preceded in death by her parents; her 
husband Dan Holt; her brothers Perry Chair and 
George Chair; and her sister Margaret Christie.
     She is survived by a loving family which 
includes her daughters Judy Holt, Carol Holt and 
Donna England and husband Sam all of Stilwell; 
her sister Katy Vardeman and husband Jack of 
Bartlesville; her brother RW Chair and wife Mar-
garet of Baton Rouge, LA; 4 grandchildren, 9 
great-grandchildren and 12 great-great-grandchil-
dren. Several nieces, nephews, friends and other 
relatives also survive her.
     Funeral services were held 1:00 p.m. Tuesday, 
September 19, 2023 at Kester Family Funeral Ser-
vice Chapel with Bro. Donnie Sanders officiating.  
Interment followed at Chuculate Cemetery under 
the care and direction of Kester Family Funeral 
Service.

Online condolences can be made at kesterfunerals.
com.

Genevieve Holt

Stilwell Area Chamber of Commerce celebrated the opening of Kester Family 
Funeral Service on September 11, 2023 with a ribbon cutting. 

KESTER FAMILY FUNERAL SERVICE RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2023

Use your smart phone 
and take a tour today.
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      Calling all yard sale lovers, bargain shoppers, and 
fun seekers! Beginning at 8:00 am, on October 7th, 
we invite you to the Fall Edition of Yard Sale in the 
Park. Come join us where you can shop til you drop 
at more than 20 yard sales, all in one location! This 
event is conveniently located at the Adair City Park, 
also known by locals as “the pump pond”, just ½ mile 
on highway 51 East, turn left, go another ½ mile and 
you’re there! 
     The first Yard Sale In The Park was April of this 
year and it was such a hit that we’re bringing it back 
for the Fall. This event is sponsored by Adair County 
Litter-Free & Green and is a fund raiser to help pur-
chase a truck for hauling recyclables to the recycle 
center. This group sets up every third Saturday of the 
month, behind Vonnie’s Pawn Shop, to collect items 
that can be recycled, and then transports the items to 
Boston Mt. in Lincoln, AR and to Muskogee Recycling 
Center.
     Recycle Day was formed because there was interest 
within the community to recycle. Our first recycle was 
four years ago and had 19 people attend. Now it has 
grown to almost 70 every month. If you are interested 
in recycling with us, go to our Facebook page for more 
information.                 Cathy Unger

Yard Sale In The Park
October 7th @ 8 a.m.

Westville Chamber of Commerce
Westville Little League will be having a very busy day Oct 
7, Saturday. Youth football will be hosting Tahlequah from 
9am-5pm. Youth football alone will bring in over 2,000 
people to Westville that Saturday. Also, they will be hosting 
a coed softball tournament at the ball park that same day, 
from 8am-6pm ish. 13 teams are already entered!! So many 
people coming to town for that as well.  

Constitution Alive! facilitator, Jack 
Ogden

     Although the title of this article is 
borrowed*, it does fit the story to a "T."  
Jack Ogden is back in Stilwell, where he 
was born many moons ago.  He attended 
Starr Grade School for grades 1-5, and 
then Zion for Junior High School and 
finally finished his Stilwell education 
with a diploma from SHS.  He went on 
to Southwestern Oklahoma College, 
now Southwestern Oklahoma Univer-
sity, to earn a Pharmacy Degree.  That 
degree ended up taking him to Texas, 
where he spent 6 years, along with vari-
ous places in Oklahoma, including a 
stint at the Veterans Center in Talihina.  
Yet his real reward came when he went 
on a mission trip to Nicaragua, where 
he spent 4 yeas helping local pharma-
cists supply much needed medicine to 
the poor.  His overseas adventures did 
not stop there as he took on another 
missionary assignment clear across the 
other side of the globe.  Jack stepped off 
the plane in Kathmandu, the capital city 
of Nepal, high in the Himalayas.  His 
assignment was similar.  While there, 
he befriended a member of the fierce 

Nepalese fighting force, the Gurkha, the 
same outfit that helped defeat the Brit-
ish in India's fight for independence in 
1948.  His friend spoke very good Eng-
lish which enabled him to be chosen to 
be a member of the security detachment 
for Queen Elizabeth's visit to New York 
City many years ago.  Jack says that 
the people he met from these countries 
all want to come to America.  They see 
the USA as a land of enormous oppor-
tunity.  In my opinion, it is only when 
one lives in a foreign land that one can 
truly appreciate our American citizen-
ship.  When I asked Jack what led him 
to become involved in the Constitution 
Alive! Seminar Series, he said, "I listen 
to Bott Radio.  At 5:30 everyday, Rick 
Green and David Barton host a program 
that tells about the founding of our 
Nation.  I inquired about becoming a 
'Coach' to facilitate a Constitution Alive! 
Seminar in Stilwell."  He went on to say, 
"I do this at my own expense."  Seems 
like Jack is back in the missionary field, 
only this time on his home turf.  The 
Constitution Alive! Seminar is FREE.  It 
is held on Tuesdays at 6 pm at the Stil-
well Library.  It will run until November 
10.  There are still 8 sessions left.  If you 
have not yet plugged into this valuable 
resource, there is still plenty of time to 
join whenever you can.  The class lasts 
about an hour and is brought by video 
facilitated by Jack.
     Jack Ogden is a laid back, soft spo-
ken man who knows that his Redeemer 
lives.  Welcome back Jack.
 
*Title from a famous novel by British 
author, Thomas Hardy.

THE RETURN OF THE NATIVE
 

Story by John Bankel

On behalf of the Stilwell Middle School math department, Beth Essary, whom 
students are now  fondly calling "The GOAT," gladly accepts an anonymous 
donation from the winner of the past 2 Krypto Kontests:  $50 and 2 Calcula-
tors.
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Let’s Eat...

co� ee • bakery • steaksco� ee • bakery • steaks

Stilwell, OK

H H

Faith, Family & Feed

Dale & Tammy Kester
Owners/Operators

911 W. Locust St. • Stilwell, OK 74960
918-696-6137

redwagonfeed@gmail.com

Red Wagon Feed

Place Your Ad
HERE!

1x2 Black & White
4 Issues $40
1x2 Color

4 Issues $60
Send Ad Copy To:

straightforwardpress21
@gmail.com

Exceptional Flavor *Locally Raised
*Antibiotic Free
*Hormone Free
*USDA Inspected

CALL US  @ 918-507-1943

GROUND BEEFGROUND BEEF  $6.00 LB$6.00 LB
Ask about other available cutsAsk about other available cuts

Competitive PricesCompetitive Prices
Pick Up & Delivery 
Stillwell, Ok.

cOme Have YOU a cOme Have YOU a 
nUtritiOUSnUtritiOUS

 and deliciOUS drink  and deliciOUS drink 
at qUeenS nUtritiOnat qUeenS nUtritiOn.

1100 W Locust St.
(918)575-4830

The Straight Forward
FREE
FREE Press
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MARANATHA 
THRIFT STORE
1020 S. 2nd Street,
Stilwell, Ok. 74960

Thursday - SaturdayThursday - Saturday
10:00 a.m. to 5:00p.m.10:00 a.m. to 5:00p.m.

Nicole Peppers
Offi  ce Manager / Closer

email: nicole@scatitle.com

Phone:  918-696-7644
Mobile: 918-208-4774

207 W. Division St. 
Stilwell, OK. 74960

124 Williams Ave.
Westville, OK. 74965

918-723-3896918-723-3896

Westville
Flowers and Gifts

We deliver Happiness

keen laW
                OFFice, P.c.

RK

Ralph F Keen II

attOrneY at laW

Phone: 
(918) 696-3355

KeenLawOK@gmail.com

STATE/FEDERAL/TRIBAL

Stilwell, Ok.
Hwy. 59 North

918-696-7588

Convenience Store
Resturant - Full Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner Menu

* Daily Food SpecialsDaily Food Specials
* Grab & Go Deli Items* Grab & Go Deli Items

*Fuel - Beer*Fuel - Beer
*Local Vender Items*Local Vender Items

*Wingman Pizza = By the slice or*Wingman Pizza = By the slice or
Whole Pizza - Dine-in or Carry - outWhole Pizza - Dine-in or Carry - out

5 miles South of Westville or5 miles South of Westville or
9 miles North of Stilwell9 miles North of Stilwell

918-930-9321   Baron, Ok.918-930-9321   Baron, Ok.

Visit us on Facebook 5S Baron StationVisit us on Facebook 5S Baron Station

C&C TIRES
BLOW IN BEFOREBLOW IN BEFORE

YOU BLOW OUT!YOU BLOW OUT!
716 N. 2ND ST.716 N. 2ND ST.

STILWELLSTILWELL

MON -SATMON -SAT
(918) 822-8674(918) 822-8674

9 a.m. to 6 p.m.9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Dr. David D. Cook, DO

805 W. Young Ave., 
Stilwell, Oklahoma 74960

www.homesteaddpc.com

Family Physician

918-410-2345

Joel 2:1 KJV

2 Blow ye the trumpet 
in Zion, and sound 
an alarm in my holy 
mountain: let all the 
inhabitants of the land 
tremble: for the day of 
the Lord cometh, for it 
is nigh at hand;

918-797-7598


