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PROVERB POWER
Isaiah 41:10 KJV

 
Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed: 
for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee: I will help 

thee: yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness. opened.

The Straight Forward FREE Press
 is now ONLINE on Google!

www.straightforwardfreepress.com
Check it out and enjoy!

CLASSIC CAR COLLECTORS MEET AT HARPS
Commentary by John Bankel

Excise Board Approves 
Fiscal 2022-23 County Budget

Commentary by John Bankel

On August 25, at their 
regular meeting held at the 
Adair County Courthouse, 
the Adair County Excise 
Board convened to vote 
on the final version of the 
Adair County Operating 
Budget for fiscal year 2022-
23.  The Excise Board con-
sists of 3 members: Rus-
sell Turner, Dan Collins 
and S Joe Crittenden.  Of 
the 3, Turner has the most 
experience with Collins 
and Crittenden being the 
newer members.  Turner is 
known to be a consistent 
fiscal conservative and has 
often voted in opposition 
to the voices of the other 2 
members.  In the previous 
meeting, when the matter 
of pay raises for the Asses-
sors Office personnel came 
to a vote, Turner voted 
"No" whereas Collins and 
Crittenden voted "Yes."  In 
the August 25 meeting the 
vote ended up with a 3-0 

approval of the Budget.  
During the discussion lead-
ing up to the vote, Turner 
talked about the revenue 
coming from the gas and 
diesel tax having shrunk 
since Biden took office and 
gas prices went through the 
roof.  Turner pointed out 
that the high prices for gas 
and diesel had decreased 
their demand causing com-
mensurate decrease of the 
tax revenue.  Since the 
tax, which is needed by 
County Commissioners to 
fund their road and infra-
structure projects, is based 
upon the number of gal-
lons sold at the pump, the 
revenue source from these 
taxes has been seriously 
harmed.  It appeared that 
Sam Chandler, Democrat 
District 2 Commissioner, in 
the face of this fact, was re-
luctant to acknowledge it.  
The budget for this fiscal 
year is now in the books.

1969 Chevrolet with a 1994 bed 1934 Ford 4 Door Sedan1935 "Phaeton" Convertible

Every classic car has a sto-
ry to tell.  And every clas-
sic car owner is more than 
willing to tell it.  Every 2nd 
and 4th Friday, around 6 
pm, in the Harps' parking 
lot, a group of classic car 
collectors informally gets 
together to display one or 
more of their treasured ve-
hicles.  You will find them 
under the pavilion swap-

ping stories and, perhaps, 
touting their collection as 
the best one?  All of the 
models have had their day 
in the sun and one thing 
is for sure, the old say-
ing "they don't make them 
like they used to" fits per-
fectly.  More than one car 
manufacturer has "bit the 
dust" along the way.  Some 
body styles became obso-

lete.  Take for example the 
1935 "phaeton" (see photo 
) which preceded the closed 
body style (as shown by the 
1934 Ford sedan photo), 
with which we are now ac-
customed.  The "phaeton" 
was popular in the early 
years when cars were open 
with no windows in the 
front or back.  They were 
known as "tourings" and 

riding in the back seat was 
pretty rough.  Although 
they do have a certain el-
egant allure.  This "pha-
eton" convertible is owned 
by Kenneth Golden and 
sports a 327 Chevy engine 
with an automatic trans-
mission.  The 1969 Chevy 
truck, owned by Ron Braly,  
has a 292 inline 6 cylinder 
and automatic tranny.  The 

1934 Ford, owned by Willi 
Davis, comes equipped 
with a 350 Chevy engine 
and automatic transmis-
sion.  The sight of these 
beauties on the road always 
raises attention and touches 
the heart with nostalgia of 
years gone by, "the good 
old days?"  Come on by and 
meet these friendly folks.

Indians Topple The Roland 
Rangers In Season Opener
It has been often said that 
the most important game 
of the year is the first one.  
Win or lose, it will have an 
impact on the entire sea-
son.  On Friday, Septem-
ber 2, the Stilwell Indians 
traveled to Roland to battle 
the Roland Rangers.  Both 
teams were, no doubt, full 
of anticipation to get a win.   
Head Coach Beau Collins 
used the word "relentless" 

in describing his team's ef-
fort in doing just that.  The 
final score of 20-7 tells a 
tale of an opportunistic of-
fense and a stingy defense.  
A game well played and a 
victory of vital importance 
to start the 2022 Stilwell In-
dians Football season.  Stil-
well next travels to Keys 
to take on the Keys Cou-
gars on Friday, Septem-
ber 9.  Game time is 7 pm.  
Let us Go and make it 2-0.

Commentary by John Bankel

TO OUR READERS
   Many of you have 
expressed your disappoint-
ment in not being able to 
find a copy of our August 
25th issue. 
     Our production team 
made every effort to get 
this issues printed in a 
timely manor.  However, 
the printer did not cooper-
ate.  
     For those of you who 
use the internet you may 
noticed that the August 
25th issue was posted 
there.  The printed copy 
came out with the date 
September 1st.  We had to 
get outside technical help 
to get the problem fixed.  
     We believe we are back 
on track for our regular 
Thursday delivery.
      The Straight Forward 
Free Press staff apologize 
for this inconvenience.  

INDIANS BRING HOME

A BIG WIN
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Searching for a Word –   senate.    senate. An assem-An assem-
bly or council usually possessing high deliberative bly or council usually possessing high deliberative 
and legislative functions.and legislative functions.
Ex. Customarily, it is said that Rome had its first sen-Ex. Customarily, it is said that Rome had its first sen-
ate in 753 BC.ate in 753 BC.

Health Tips 
            from Larkin.........

THE KIPLING KORNERTHE KIPLING KORNER
     “Politics are not my 
concern. . . . 

They impress me as a 
dog’s life

without a dog’s 
decencies.”

by Rudyard Kipling)

SCRIPTURE
1 Cor 2:9-101 Cor 2:9-10

Scripture sponsored by:
Faith Tabernacle

Corner of Hwy. 51 & Piney Road
 Stilwell, OK

9 ¶ But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear 9 ¶ But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear 
heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the 
things which God hath prepared for them that love things which God hath prepared for them that love 
him.  10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his him.  10 But God hath revealed them unto us by his 

Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the 
deep things of God. deep things of God. 

MOMENTS WITH MARIE
By Donna Boecher

Health tips from Larkin: 
Bach flowers: Part 5: Cen-
taury: Do you know some-
one who serves on every 
committee, helps out at ev-
ery event, runs errands for 
their parents, and antici-
pates and jumps to serve 
every need before their 
mate or children even ask? 
In the negative Century 
state, service, devotion to a 
cause, and a genuine desire 
to help turn the person into 
a doormat - unable to say 
"No" to any request. These 
people are often tired, 
overworked, and slightly 
resentful that others take 
advantage of their good 
nature. But their desire for 
recognition and validation 
prevent them from devel-
oping their own individu-
ality. They are simply too 
fearful of rejection to allow 
their own distinctive per-
sonalities to develop and 
to stand up for their own 
wants and needs. Energy 
from the Century essence 
will help restore contact 
with the powers of one's 
own will. Some believe 

that the negative Centaury 
state may represent a de-
sire to avoid growing up. 
By remaining emotion-
ally child-like and doing 
as they are bidden, these 
people do not have to learn 
to discriminate and decide, 
for the choices are all made 
for them. After treatment 
with Bach Flower Rem-
edies, Centaury people re-
alize that rushing to assist 
is not always helpful to 
others, as they hinder the 
learning process for both 
parties. They will also be 
able to say no, and to give 
service when and where 
it is appropriate. Another 
time when Centaury is in-
dicated is after a prolonged 
illness, when the person 
has been unable to do any-
thing for themselves. At 
this time, Centaury will 
give new vitality to mind 
and body and allow the 
person to "return to living." 
Larkin Fouse is a certified 
holistic health practitio-
ner, operator and owner of 
Crescent Clinic in Stilwell.

Serial No. 3

Monday had come, again, 
and Marie had her oils ready 
to fill in the outlined canvas 
she’d worked on for almost 
a week. On Sunday we’d 
met at a local park to share 
fresh tamales and “refres-
cos” (my favorite is tama-
rind-flavored, Michael’s is 
Orange Fanta). Good cover 
to sit and discuss our Run-
Away.  Rachael had been 
missing for six months.  A 
cash withdrawal from an 
ATM had placed her in Las 
Cruces, NM - only 48 miles 
from the Mexican border. 
We’d need to be careful and 
not push Rachael over the 
border. Marie while paint-
ing a landscape had rec-
ognized Rachael from the 
snapshot her parents had 

given us. Rachael who was 
a mature 16-year-old had 
been checking the Want 
Ads of the local newspa-
per.  Obviously, she needed 
money and thought she was 
far enough from her home 
in Wisconsin; she could re-
lax. The parents hadn’t said 
what had caused Rachel 
to run away. Their clients 
Mr. and Mrs. Campbell 
didn’t want any involve-
ment with the police! They 
just wanted Rachael home. 
Why? There was more to 
the story. Before report-
ing on Rachael’s location, 
Marie and Michael planned 
to check out the parents. 
There were always two 
sides to a story; they want-
ed to be on the RIGHT side.

Dear John,
I saw a mouse today.  It 
made me scream!  I hate 
meeces to pieces!  My kids 
think it’s fun to watch me 
jump around and scream.  
My husband says, “I wish 
I could make you scream 
like that”.  I hate the jokes 
about my fears.  Anyway, 
that isn’t my biggest prob-
lem.  I got this thing from 
China; you plug it in the 
wall, and it is supposed to 
keep these critters away.  It 
didn’t work!   I have tried 
to contact the company and 
no answer.   Have you ever 
tried to get your money 
back from these online 
scams?
Ripped Off

Dear Ripped Of... of all 
the critters in the world, 
the tiny mouse seems to 
exact tremendous anxiet-
ies, as if this minuscule 
creature could devour a 
human being?  Ironically, 
Mickey Mouse and Mighty 
Mouse have earned quite 
a stellar reputation in the 
cartoon industry, not to 
mention all the cheese that 
the creators earned while 
peddling their fascinating 
allure.  All that being said, 
your problem goes deeper 
than just a mouse around 
the house.  Seems like you 
are dealing with a giant rat 
that dwells predominantly 
in China and is preying on 
unsuspecting consumers 
to the tune of millions, if 
not billions, of "ripped off" 
dollars.  These scam online 
companies have learned 
to hide behind a cosmetic 
illusory "store front."  The 
ads all seem so genuine.  
The goods they deliver are 
sadly often much less than 
advertised.  The daunting 
task of getting a refund is 
often not worth the effort 
and that is the evidence 
of a "rip off."  Dear John 
advises you to stay away 
from these pretend purvey-
ors of shoddy goods.  Buy 
American from a known 
reputable company.
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dear John
 
Have you got a question 
for Dear John?  Send it to:
dearjohn@writeme.com  
Copyright 2022. All Rights 
Reserved.

KRYPTO KONTEST 4.0KRYPTO KONTEST 4.0
Week 1
 
Hey all you Krypto Kontest fans!  With school now back 
in session, what better time to re-ignite the Krypto Kon-
test than now.  This will by the fourth iteration.  This ver-
sion will last 6 weeks, starting Septmeber 8 and finishing 
on October 27.  The winner is the one who submits the 
most Korrekt Kryptos.  The prize is a calculator and $25 
cash.  So come on and get your Krypto Kap firmly in place 
and take a shot.  It can only be fun.  Today the answer is 
23.  You are playing with 5, 12, 3, 8, 22.  Remember you 
must use all 5 of the numbers, but each one only once, 
along with any combination of addition, subtraction, mu-
litplication or division to write an expression that equals 
23.  Give it a try; it is challenging; it is fun!  It is Krypto!

Know why they didn't play cards on Noah's ark?
Answer: Because Noah sat on the deck!

RICHARD THE WISEQUACKER
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Mullin It Over:
DEMOCRATS’ ARMY OF IRS AGENTS

By Congressman Markwayne Mullin

THE CONSERVATIVE VIEWTHE CONSERVATIVE VIEW
By Russell TurnerBy Russell Turner

WEAKEST ANIMALWEAKEST ANIMAL

       In many of our larger 
cities crime organizations, 
more commonly known 
as the mob, have for years 
extorted money from the 
small businesses with a pro-
tection racket. The business 
owners would often get a 
visit from some of the mob 
members asking for money 
to provide protection for 
their business, and they 
would let the owner know 
that without their weekly 
contribution bad things 
could happen. I guess you 
could say that the mob 
was the ultimate insurance 
agent. The small business 
owners had little choice but 
to give in to their demands; 
they knew if they objected, 
they would be burnt out, 
beaten up or even worse. 
They also knew that often-
times corrupt police officers 
would run interference for 
the mob.  The action of the 
mob limited the ability of 
the business owners to ever 
get ahead, all they could 
expect was to barely keep 
their heads above water 
and never have the ability 
to move up in the economic 
system. With the passage 
of the so-called Inflation 
Reduction Act, the small 
business owners may face a 
dilemma as bad as the mob.

     I recently read an article 
where Janet Yellen made 
the comment that the pro-
vision in the bill to more 
than double the IRS agents 
would enable them to serve 
the American people. To 
me it sounded a whole lot 
like the protection racket 
offered by the mob. Most 
small business owners do 
not have a bunch of lawyers 
or accountants on hand to 
manage their paper work, 
they work hard and manage 
to do it themselves. In the 
wild, predators will search 
out the weakest animals 
they feed upon; if the herd 
is large and there are many 
strong animals to defend the 
herd, they will find one by 
itself and have supper. Here 
in the business world large 
companies have the ability 
to keep attorneys and CPAs 
on staff, they know they 
will not go down without a 
fight. Many times, the own-
ers of those corporations 
have the political clout to 
have the pressure taken off, 
whereas the small business-
es are out there all alone.
     We all have heard the 
campaign promises of the 
current administration 
where they said that people 
with an income less than 
400 thousand dollars per 

year will not be targeted. 
While all of that sounds 
good, I can guarantee you 
that the small business and 
LLC’s will come under at-
tack with audits. I foresee 
many small businesses cav-
ing in to the IRS even if 
they know they do not owe 
anything because the cost to 
challenge them will be more 
than the IRS is wanting.
     In our country in the 
past, people who worked 
hard and saved their mon-
ey had the ability to move 
themselves up into a higher 
economic bracket, but with 
an ever-increasing size of 
government that ability is 
quickly going away. Ask 
yourself a simple question; 
if you went into a town an 
were robbed at gunpoint, 
would you feel victimized? 
If you went into that same 
town and was relieved of 
your cash by some govern-
ment agent with a badge, 
would you feel less victim-
ized? We Americans are be-
coming too dependent upon 
the whole government 
handout system, and to fund 
it the money has to come 
from somewhere. That de-
pendency is destroying 
the opportunity that previ-
ous generations enjoyed.

     Among the many disastrous 
provisions found in the Demo-
crats’ Inflation Reduction Act, 
there is one in particular that 
is of great concern. This leg-
islation awards $80 billion to 
the Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) to expand their work-
force and hire 87,000 new 
agents. This plan would make 
the agency larger than the 
Pentagon, State Department, 
and Border Patrol combined.
     The IRS is currently sitting 
on millions of unprocessed tax 
returns and correspondence 
files from the past two years. 
These bureaucratic delays 
are preventing hard-working 
men and women from receiv-
ing the money they are owed. 
Only three percent of this new 
funding, however, will go to 
customer service to address 
this massive backlog. This 
means the other 97 percent 
will go towards expanding 
IRS staff to increase audits 
on every single American.
     Joe Biden campaigned on 
the promise that he would 
not raise taxes on Americans 
making less than $400,000 
a year. With this expansion, 
he has broken that promise.
     The Joint Committee on Tax-

ation and Congressional Bud-
get Office (CBO) report that 
lower- and middle-class Amer-
icans will face about 710,000 
additional audits because of 
this provision. The CBO has 
also estimated that this expan-
sion will generate $200 billion 
in new taxes, mainly from low-
er to middle class Americans 
and small business owners.
    Democrats thought they 
could get away with this under 
the guise of closing the tax gap. 
This absurd claim has been de-
bunked by the Treasury’s own 
documents, the CBO, and the 
Joint Committee on Taxation.
     Washington should not be 
using your taxes to fix their 
spending problem. It’s incom-
prehensible. Years ago, people 
who pulled themselves up by 
their bootstraps and worked 
hard every day could be suc-
cessful. Today, the federal 
government has made it nearly 
impossible for honest people 
who do an honest day’s work 
to get ahead. The Democrat’s 
tax and spend spree must stop. 
I’ll continue working every 
day to get this country back 
on track and get the federal 
government out of your way.

     Last week I attended the 
most graphic, overt, and dis-
turbing training I have at-
tended in my 30 years of 
law enforcement. The train-
ing was intended to educate 
on illegal gangs and cartel 
activities, deeds, and move-
ments. It revealed how the 
cartels use dismemberment, 
beheadings, and other forms 
of mutilation to impose fear 
and intimidate the public 
and revival gangs. I was 
outraged to be told these 
mutilations are not just oc-
curring in Mexico but are 
now being carried out right 
here in the United States.
     Beyond disgusting was 
discovering the overwhelm-
ing volume of human traf-
ficking occurring in our 
nation. Under our current na-
tional administration, human 
trafficking has dramatically 
increased. These horrific acts 
of abuse ought never to exist 
in this nation. The men and 

women who are being traf-
ficked are often forced into 
slave labor or trafficked as 
sex slaves. It would seem Joe 
Biden has notably become 
the leading merchant of slav-
ery in the history of America. 
Where are all those who are 
so greatly offended by the 
past history of slavery? What 
has silenced them to the sick-
ly gruesome acts of slavery 
and sex trafficking? Regard-
less of party, we should all be 
ashamed that we have per-
mitted this administration to 
continue contributing to slav-
ery in our nation and state.
     This training also revealed 
the preposterous quantity of 
illegal drugs this administra-
tion permits through smug-
gling into our country. Most 
notably, the drug fentanyl is 
responsible for thousands of 
deaths in the United States. 
This drug is produced by 
China and smuggled into 
the United States by cartels 

through our Southern bor-
der. In May, I checked how 
many Oklahomans had lost 
their lives to fentanyl. It was 
approximately 780. I know 
the number is greater now 
because I personally know of 
other lives being lost to fen-
tanyl. China and the cartel are 
waging war on America, kill-
ing U.S. citizens by the thou-
sands without a single shot 
fired. Yet what are we doing?
     Another thing I found 
strangely shocking is the 
method in which the car-
tels emulate religion, wor-
shiping and praying to their 
counterfeit gods. The car-
tels ask Catholic saints to 
guard, protect and prosper 
them in their illegal enter-
prises. They pray for pro-
tection against those who 
would harm them or their op-
erations, such as the police.
     I want to conclude by 
declaring that we see a his-
torical degree of evil being 

unleashed upon America 
and the State of Oklahoma. 
Instead of combating the 
evil, the national administra-
tion accepts and embraces 
all forms of evil. I have had 
enough with the notion that 
our country should celebrate 
and take pride in same-sex 
marriages. How do you take 
pride in a man pretending to 
be a woman or dressing up as 
a drag queen? Should a drag 
queen be allowed to read sto-
ries in any of our Oklahoma 
schools or parade about at 
the Oklahoma City Zoo? I 
have had enough of school 
books that are straight up 
pornography. If you cannot 
tell the difference between 
an appropriate school book 
and pornography, then you 
are the problem.  I am proud 
we have ended abortion in 
our state  and I will continue 
to be a voice for  virtues and 
decency. I am sick and tired 
of being told I am offensive  

by the immoral woke activist 
who offends me. I am call-
ing on every person to take 
a stand and call out these 
actions. I want to encourage 
you to engage in our election 
process and demand immedi-
ate action from our U.S. and 
state governments to correct 
these problems. I am espe-
cially calling out those who 
profess to be Christians. Rise 
up and resist the scourge of 
unorthodox immorality that 
has consumed our state and 
nation.  I proudly proclaim,” 
As, for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.”

ENOUGH!
By Rep. Justin Humphrey
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Vocabulary wordVocabulary word – council. council. An assembly of An assembly of 
persons called together to consult, deliberate, persons called together to consult, deliberate, 
or discuss.or discuss.

Ex. The city council met to hear from the citi-Ex. The city council met to hear from the citi-
zens, so that they could solve problems.zens, so that they could solve problems.

ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAILON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL
COMMENTARY BY JOHN BANKEL        

Today's Trail Treks To A Familiar American Scene... 
High School Football And The American Small Town

A MEASURE OF FAITHA MEASURE OF FAITH
“For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every 

man that is among you, not to think of himself more 

highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, ac-

cording as God hath dealt to every man the measure of 

faith.” ROMANS 12:3 KJV

By William Wear         
     Matthew 6:21-23 “For 
where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be 
also. “The eye is the lamp 
of the body. If your eyes 
are healthy, your whole 
body will be full of light. 
But if your eyes are un-
healthy, your whole body 
will be full of darkness. 
If then the light within 
you is darkness, how 
great is that darkness!”
     “Idolatry is seek-
ing security and mean-
ing in someone or some-
thing other than God.”
“For what is idolatry if 
not this: to worship the 
gifts in place of the Giver 
himself?” John Calvin.
     We tend to think that 
when God commands us 
to have no other gods be-
fore Him (Exodus 34:14 
for you shall not worship 
any other god, because 
the LORD, whose name is 
Jealous, is a jealous God) 
that he means images, 
money, & tangible things. 
The truth of this is how-
ever, not only those things 
but many things we put 
on equal terms or above 
Him. We sometimes for-
get those things that oc-
cupy our minds and our 
emotions are also idols to 
many of us. Sometimes 
the biggest is our pride. 
Our pride can and will get 
in the way of relationships 
with other people and 
God! It’s also one of the 
hardest idols to give up. 
We become too proud to 
admit our mistakes even 
though He already knew 
which ones you would 
make even before you fol-

lowed through! Another 
huge one for many of us 
is the control we have 
over our life and others. 
We make that control sa-
cred to the point even God 
isn’t allowed to meddle in 
a few of our areas we hold 
dear. We get comfortable 
with our control and will 
protect it at ALL costs. 
We will choose to live an 
unfulfilled life when we 
are too proud for others to 
know how we messed up, 
or become unwilling to let 
God remove those things 
even when we knew our 
choices were not good 
for us at the time and that 
those choices may haunt 
us forever. Our pride gets 
in the way of dealing with 
those things. God has a 
way of revealing our idols 
to us and will get rid of 
them even if it means He 
has to let us be broken. 
Don’t let your idols be-
come chains that hold you!
     Ezekiel 36:25 “I will 
sprinkle clean water on 
you, and you will be 
clean; I will cleanse you 
from all your impurities 
and from all your idols.”

Deuteronomy 4:24 
“For the LORD your 
God is a consum-
ing fire, a jealous God.

”Copyrights 2022  All 
Rights Reserved..

William Wear graduated 
from Ada High School 
in 1986.  He earned  a  
business degree from 
East Central Univer-
sity in Ada, Oklahoma.    

More puns coming your 
way.  Then again, there 
is no end to puns and that 
is what makes them so 
punderfully plentiful...
 
May this installment of 
PUN FUN tickle your 
funny bone and cause 
you to raise a chuckle 
or two.  Laughter do-
eth the heart good, like a 
medicine.  Today's puns 
are puns about puns.  
 

1. A Time For Punishment.  
How would you describe 
a pun about a pun?  They 
are pun-ishingly bad!
2. Steal Style: Why 
do thieves have a hard 
time understanding 
puns?  Because they 
take things literally.
3. No Pass:  Why did 
the pun fail his Eng-
lish class?  He did not 
use proper pun-ctuation.
4. Stop It:  How were 
these puns about puns? 

They were pun-ques-
tionably pun-fortunate!
5.  Punctilious:  Did you ex-
pect to laugh at them?  No, 
but they have groan on me.
There now; the pain of 
these puns is only tem-
porary.  It will only last 
puntil the last pun is pun-
folded.  See you next 
time for more PUN FUN!

WHAT'S SO PUNNY?  PUN FUN

There is hardly anything 
more American than small 
town high school football.  
Every year, thousands of 
people across our land pop-
ulate the local stands cheer-
ing their gridiron warriors to 
victory.  A winning football 
program has broad impact 
throughout the community 
in which it flourishes, with a 
sense of pride being among 
the strongest.  I came to Stil-
well 14 years ago and since 
then I have hardly missed a 
home game.  Over that peri-
od of time, the Indians have 
had no winning seasons, the 
best one being a 5-5 record 
a few years ago.  I have ob-
served the fans' excitement 
as they filled the stadium for 
the first game only to experi-
ence yet another disappoint-
ing loss.  The wins were far 
and few between dampen-
ing the fans' enthusiasm as 

the season wore on.  The 
departure of coaches every 
2-3 years did not help, with 
each coach having been 
hired as the guy who could 
turn things around.  There 
is something different about 
Stilwell Football this year.  
From what I have observed, 
there has been a shift in the 
attitude of the players.  Just 
the other day I visited the 
fieldhouse.  It was the day 
before the first game with 
Roland.  The meeting room 
was abuzz with activity.  
Coach Collins greeted me 
and explained that the Dads 
had come over to help put 
the decals on the helmets 
and afterwards there would 
be a cookout of hamburgers 
and hot dogs and fixins' pro-
vided by the Stilwell Ath-
letic Booster Club.  Coach 
Collins building family.  
That is the difference.  Beau 

Collins is building not just a 
team for this year; not just a 
team to win games; rather, 
a family of young men and 
young women who will 
be equipped for life after 
high school football.  Stil-
well may be a small town 
yet his efforts will be re-
warded in a BIG WAY!
And yes, the win in the sea-
son opener IS A BIG ONE!
 
Today's Trail has come 
to an end.  Perhaps we 
will meet again around 
the bend my friend.  May 
your Trail end up on the 
right side of the fence.
 
John Bankel is a freelance 
journalist and a retired High 
School Math teacher who 
can be reached at: write-
wright@journalist.com
Copyright 2022.  All Rights 
Reserved.
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    Mose Blair, Jr. 76 of 
Stilwell, Oklahoma went 
to be with our Heav-
enly Father on August 18, 
2022. Junior was born on 
July 15, 1946, in Stilwell, 
Oklahoma to Mose and 
Ruby Blair.
     He graduated from 
Stilwell High School in 
1964 where he loved to 
play football. Junior was 
a hard worker and those 
who knew him knew he 
took pride in his work. 
From the age 5 he started 
work as a paperboy and 
went on to try many dif-
ferent things but ulti-
mately found his passion 
in welding. He spent over 

45 years working for the 
Union 798 pipeline in
which he was very proud 
to be a part of.
     He was a respected 
boss, an honest man, and 
a devoted Christian. He 
gave his heart to Christ in 
1984 and has walked with 
Him ever since. Junior 
loved the simple things in 
life; steak and potatoes, 
his chickens and cat(s), 
and his family.
     Junior is survived 
by his loving wife of 39 
years: Billee Blair; his 
two daughters: Shelia 
Sweet and husband Willy 
Sweet, and Anna Falk and 
husband Eli Falk; son: 
Jack Blair; and 7 grand-
children: Dalton Brewer, 
Sydney Brewer, Uriah 
Blair, Rylee Blair, Dillon 
Blair, Alex Sweet, and 
Kendra Sweet.

Roberts/Reed-Culver Fu-
neral Home, Stilwell, OK.

    

    Patsy Ann Allison was 
born November 24, 1929, 
in Tahlequah, Oklahoma 
to Otis Fuller and Helen 
Denton and went to be 
with Jesus on August 
21, 2022, in West Si-
loam Springs, Oklahoma, 
at the age of 92 years, 
8 months, and 27 days.
     She attended Tahlequah 
Schools where she gradu-
ated salutatorian in 1948. 
She then received both 
her bachelors and masters 
degree from Northeast-
ern State Teachers Col-
lege, majoring in Eng-
lish, Speech, and Drama, 
graduating with honors.
     She moved to Westville, 
Oklahoma with her moth-
er and her infant daughter 
Barney Susan shortly af-
ter receiving her teaching 

certificate in 1953, where 
she began a 31 year career 
in education at Westville 
Public Schools. While 
there, she taught English 
I, II, III, and IV, Business 
English, and Speech. For 
several years, she was 
the Administrative Assis-
tant to the Superintendent 
but later in her career re-
turned to the classroom.
     At Westville, she di-
rected the annual junior 
play and was known for 
her elaborate produc-
tions, including several 
musicals. She also started 
and directed what is now 
considered a major high-
light of the school year at 
Westville, the annual Vet-
erans Day program pre-
sented by the speech class.
     On July 23, 1954, she 
married Billy Ray Allison 
of Westville in Greenville, 
Mississippi. Their son 
Bill, Jr., was born April 
12, 1957. They were mar-
ried 51 years until Billy 
Ray passed away in 2005.
      Patsy was a member 
of the First Baptist Church 
of Westville from the time 
she moved from Tahlequah 
and taught Sunday School 

there for many years.
     She is preceded in 
death by her parents, her 
husband Billy Ray, her 
brother David Maxwell, 
her daughter Barney Su-
san Brixey, and a grand-
son, Eric David Brixey. 
She is survived by her 
son Bill and wife Dot-
tie of Conroe, Texas, her 
grandson Will and wife 
Ally of Denver, Colorado, 
her great-grandson Oliver 
Fox Allison of Denver, 
Colorado, other family 
and friends, and many stu-
dents both at school and 
at church who were great-
ly impacted by her life.
     She was interred at 
Tahlequah City Cemetery 
under the direction of Rob-
erts & Hart Funeral Home. 
There will be a memorial 
service to honor Patsy on 
September 18, 2022, at 
3:00 p.m. at the First Bap-
tist Church in Westville.

In lieu of flowers dona-
tions may be made to the 
Allison Family Scholor-
ship Fund at Westville 
Public Schools or to the 
First Baptist Church of 
Westville.

STILWELL COMMUNITY CHOIR STILWELL COMMUNITY CHOIR meets 4th Tuesday of meets 4th Tuesday of 
each month.  This month will be September 27.  First United each month.  This month will be September 27.  First United 
Methodist Church, 7pm.  For more information contact Mary Methodist Church, 7pm.  For more information contact Mary 
Catherine 918-696-9061.Catherine 918-696-9061.

Bethel Church ServiceBethel Church Service:  1st Saturday of the month and last 
Saturday of the month, service at 5 p.m.-?  Rodney Chuculate.
Women’s Prayer MeetingWomen’s Prayer Meeting.  Tuesday nights at 6 p.m.-?  Martha 
Snow. 
   
Adair County Litter-Free & Green Adair County Litter-Free & Green  temporarily change opera- temporarily change opera-
tion hours on Recycle Day. New hours will be from 8 am tion hours on Recycle Day. New hours will be from 8 am 
to 11 am during the months of July, August, and September. to 11 am during the months of July, August, and September. 
Drop off Drop off at the Adair County  Commissioner District 2 Barn 
located on Hwy. 59 N and Fairfield Road.  You may contact 
Cathy Unger at 918-696-1178 or Joyce Radtke at 918-696-
7316 if you have questions or comments..  The following is a 
list of projected recycle dates and will only change if there is 
inclement weather conditions that day: July 16th, August 20th, 
September 17th, October 15th, November 19th and December 
17th.

Westville Yellowjackets
 
The Yellowjackets have 
played two road games.  
On August 25, they trav-
eled to Gentry, Arkansas 
to take on the Gentry H.S. 
Pioneers.  The Pioneers 
dominated the game and 
came out on top with a 
score of 41-8.  The fol-
lowing week, Westville 
once again traveled to Ar-
kansas and once again got 
manhandled.  This time it 
was at the hands of Lin-
coln who also hung 41 
points on the Yellowjack-
ets, yet Westville showed 
improvement on offense 
as they scored 20 points.  

Westville is now 0-2 
and will next play their 
first home game on Fri-
day, September 16, ver-
sus Tahlequah Sequoyah.  
Game time is 7 pm.
 

Cave Springs Hornets
 
On August 25, Cave 
Springs went on the road 
for their first game, play-
ing the Midway Thunder-
bolts.  Midway blitzed the 
hornets with 58 points. 
The Hornets managed a 
respectable 22.  The Hor-
nets next play Sasakwa 
in a non-district home 
contest on September 
8.  Game time is 7 pm.

 
Watts Engineers

 
On August 26, the 2022 
Watts Engineers football 
team blazed to a 46-0 rout 
of an outmatched squad 
from Sasakwa in a non-
district away game.  The 
following week, in a home 
game, Watts took on the 
team from Maud.  This 
time the Engineers were 
on the losing side of a 
46-0 rout.  Watts is now 
1-1 and on September 23, 
will play an away Dis-
trict game versus SCHS.  
Game time is 7 pm.

ADAIR COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL ROUNDUP

Commentary by John Bankel

Harvey Williams was 
born on July 28, 1946, in
Prairie Grove, Arkan-
sas to Haskell Williams
and Esther McCully. 
Harvey passed away on
August 21, 2022, in Stil-
well, Oklahoma at the
age of 76 years and 24 days.

He was preceded in death 
by a son; his parents;
2 brothers; and 1 sister.

Harvey is survived by 1 
son; 2 sisters; 1
sister-in-law; 1 brother-
in-law; nieces;
nephews; friends; and 2 
special friends:
Bryan, and Tammy.

Roberts/Reed-Culver 
Funeral Home,
Stilwell, OK.
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Let’s Eat...

co� ee • bakery • steaksco� ee • bakery • steaks

Stilwell, OK

Wilhite’s
Tax & Bookkeeping

Taxes, Bookkeeping and so much more!Taxes, Bookkeeping and so much more!
Angela Wilhite

Owner
708 North 2nd Street708 North 2nd Street

Stilwell, OK 74960
Phone: (918) 696-7389
Fax: (918) 235-6152

wilhitetax@yahoo.com

WOOdS fEEdWOOdS fEEd
69652 US-5969652 US-59

Westville, Ok. 74965Westville, Ok. 74965

(918) 930-2168(918) 930-2168

Place Your Ad
HERE!

1x2 Black & White
4 Issues $40
1x2 Color

4 Issues $60
Send Ad Copy To:

straightforwardpress21
@gmail.com

Exceptional Flavor *Locally Raised
*Antibiotic Free
*Hormone Free
*USDA Inspected

CALL US  @ 918-507-1943

GROUND BEEFGROUND BEEF  $6.00 LB$6.00 LB
Ask about other available cutsAsk about other available cuts

Competitive PricesCompetitive Prices
Pick Up & Delivery 
Stillwell, Ok.
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CALL MIKE
918-507-3435918-507-3435

Hodge Podge 
    Resale Shop

2450 Hwy. 62 
Westville, Ok. 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Wed. Th ur. Fri. Sat.

918-863-9370


