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REFRESH ............

This creek is freely flowing from the Spring rain...

SPRING IS HERE!

Commentary by John Bankel

Mathematics at its finest.
The precision with which
God has created the Uni-
verse is astounding. "In the
beginning God (Elohim)
created the heaven and
earth." Genesis 1:1 Man-
kind continues to find out
about His creation. Elohim
set the stars and planets in
their places and put them
into motion "for signs and
seasons." And like clock-
work, every 365 days we
go through 4 seasons. Ac-
cording to the calendar we
Americans use, Spring al-
ways happens on March
20. It is the day when we
have equal night and equal
day; it is called the "Spring
Equinox."  (The word

"equinox" is Latin meaning
"equal night.") From this
day forth, the days will get
gradually longer until June
21, the first day of Summer,
which will be the longest
day; it is called the "Sum-
mer Solstice." ("Solstice"
is also Latin meaning "the
sun stands still.") From that
day forth, the days gradu-
ally become shorter until
the day is once again equal
to the night on the first day
of Fall, September 21. That
day is called the "Fall Equi-
nox." From that day forth,
the days become gradually
shorter until the shortest
day, December 21, the first
day of Winter, the "Winter
Solstice." Like a precision
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Proverb 31: 10-12 KJV

Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far

above rubies. The heart of her husband doth safely
trust in her, so that he shall have no need of spoil.
She will do him good and not evil all the days of her
life.
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clock the heavens and the
earth make their way into
eternity. You can count on
it. Mathematics at its fin-
est. The universe is a huge
clock ticking into eternity
where time will be no more.
Happy Spring, the time of
renewal and refreshment.
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A Short Stop
At Stilwell
School District
Special Services

It was "Down Syndrome
Day" on 3/21 at the Stilwell
Special Services facility lo-
cated at the corner of Divi-
sion and 6th Street. Special
Services provides for the
special needs students of
Stilwell School District in
an atmosphere of love and
caring. Rachelle English,
who comes from a long
line of educators in the

o

Special Services staff...

Story by: John Bankel

Stilwell area, is the director
of the staff whose photo is
shown below, each wearing
their special Down Syn-
drome commemorative tee
shirts. The work that these
people do is very difficult
yet extremely reward-
ing.  Stilwell is blessed
to have such a dedicated
group caring for the spe-
cial needs of our students.

L-R: Charity West, Sheila Killer, Sheila Crittenden,
Rachelle English, Margie Littledeer, Tonya Means,

Big John
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They Risked It All/It’s the Truth
MEMORIES OF FARM AND FAMILY

Number 18

By Donna Boecher

I remember tales of Coon
Mountain and Zion. I'm
sure you have your own
tales in your neck-of-the-
woods. There was a time
and place - it may still live
- where women gathered to
visit and help their neigh-
bor or family member ready
vegetables for canning. The
chairs were always in a cir-
cle so that you could visit.
Granny had colored metal
outside chairs with curved
support - lacking legs they
didn’t make holes in the
lawn. If you have any, they

are considered “vintage.”
But then, I’'m vintage; I re-
member. As a young adult,
I managed to join the cir-
cle. My mother had gone
haywire planting spinach!
Yuk! Thank goodness there
was a water hose from the
well! We didn’t have to
pay a “city water” price
just to wash the vegetables.
We’d rinse, rinse, and rinse
again!! But times have
changed. WE’RE BUSY.
We have TV and Netflix;
church events; and children
or grandchildren involved

in multiple extracurricular
programs. Commercially
grown produce at the gro-
cery store has spoiled us.
We still plant small gardens
of a few favorites, BUT I'm
missing my grandmother’s
huge metal pan for rinsing
or snapping, and there’s
no need for a plethora of
vegetables for a family of
one or two. I remember
those good times; think
I’1l plant a zucchini or two.

DONATION TO SPECIAL SERVICES

Pictured, in front, left to right: Sheila Crittenden

b |

S p

and Gabe Samargis. In back,

left to right: Laura Samargis, Karen George (President, Zion/Stilwell OHCE
club), Fionna Moldrup, Rochelle English (Stilwell Public Schools Special Educa-

tion Director), Katherine

The Zion/Stilwell club
of Oklahoma Home and
Community Education
presented Stilwell Special
Services with a generous
donation of supplies need-
ed in our special education
program.  Also donated
was $200 so Stilwell Spe-
cial Services can obtain
more supplies, as needed.
These supplies will benefit
our students in the daily
classroom, Special Olym-

pics meets, and field trips.
They also came in
celebration  of  World
Down Syndrome Day
where several teachers
and students held par-
ties and educated students
about Down Syndrome.
World Down Syndrome
Day is marked each year
on March 21, beginning
in 2007. The 21st day of
March was selected to
signify the uniqueness of
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the triplication of the 21st
chromosome which causes
Down syndrome. Every
year on March 21, World
Down Syndrome Day is ob-
served to create awareness
about Down syndrome.

The special services
teachers and staff appreci-
ate this organization and
the thoughtfulness they

show each year by do-
nating to their students.
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Dear John,

Dear John,

My grandson is full of pranks. We had him over to
the house a few nights ago and he switched our false
teeth sometime while we were sleeping. I’'m thinking
that as a child it would have grossed me out to touch
some old persons teeth. You can imagine our surprise
the next morning, but we never mentioned it to our
guest. He moved our medications all around, Pop and |
had to sort them out. He just sat at the kitchen table and
grinned. After breakfast Grandpa asked our grandson to
help with the dishes. Then gramps called the dog over
and let him lick the plate and then put it up in the cabi-
net. Our house guest went home that afternoon. Later
we got a call from our daughter. She asked if we really
let the dog lick the plates. Grandpa said, “Sure that is
how we do our dishes around here.” She told her dad,
“That her son wouldn’t be returning.” Well, we will
miss the boy. Do you think our prank was over the top?

Grands Had Enough

Dear Grands Had Enough...doing pranks can be funny
but mostly to the prankster. There are innocuous (harm-
less) pranks and then there are pernicious (harmful)
pranks. Switching false teeth is pretty harmless and fun-
ny. Switching pills can be harmful and not funny. Get-
ting back at your young prankster is priceless. Grandson
may just be a chip off the family block? And if mama
ever lets him come back, it probably won't be for dinner.
He has had enough.

Sincerely,

Dear John

Have you got a question for Dear John?
email: dearjohn@writeme.com Real Name Not Used
Copyright 2023. All Rights Reserved.
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Mrs. Davidson, Special Services teacher, with 4th ae
class... Mrs. Davidson, Special Services teacher, with 4th
| grade class...

THE KIPLING KORNER

“Through the pines the gusts are booming,
o’er the brown fields blowing chill,
From the furrow of the ploughshare

streams the fragrance of the loam,

And the hawk nests on the cliffside . . . «
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PRESS RELEASE

FOR RELEASE: March 8 , 2023

CONTACT: Jan Wilhite , Secretary of Adair Election
Board, 918-696-7221 or
adaircounty(@elections.ok.gov

BOARD OF EDUCATION GENERAL
ELECTION ANNOUNCED

The Adair County Election Board announced today
that the Board of Education General Election will be
held on Tuesday, April 4 , 2023 .

Following is a list of school districts with elections and
candidates that will be on the ballot:

Stilwell Public School, office

# 3 - Sandy Ritter, Gordon Chronister

Stilwell Public School Proposition

Zion Public School, office #1 - Robert Patterson, Justin
Spear

ICTC School, office #3- Mark Walters, Scott Cham-
bers

Voters who are registered and reside at an address
within the geographical boundaries of the Stilwell,
Zion Public and ICTC School District are eligible

to vote in the Board of Education General Election.

If you have questions about eligibility, contact your
County Election Board at 918-696-7221 or
adaircounty(@elections.ok.gov . You can also find your
district information using the State Election

Board’s OK Voter Portal at oklahoma.gov/elections/
ovp.

Vocabulary Word: senses —faculties
of bodily sensation — hearing, sight, smell, touch,
taste, and equilibrium.

Ex. His senses told him that a woman was standing

behind him.
.‘ kY = \

h
Ephesians 3:21-22
20 9 Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abun-
dantly above all that we ask or think, according to the
Ipower that worketh in us,

21 Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus

Ithroughout all ages, world without end. Amen.

SCRIPTURE
Scripture sponsored by:

Faith Tabernacle
Corner of Hwy. 51 & Piney Road
Stilwell, OK

Searching for a Word: - synesthesia,
when one type of stimulation evokes the sensation of
another.

Ex. Every time she heard a gunshot she saw red .

A
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THE CONSERVATIVE VIEW

By Russell Turner

VERY INTERESTING

I once read that one of
the most powerful forces
on earth is compound inter-
est; if we ever needed a re-
minder of the power of in-
terest, just watch the recent
news about some of our
large banks going belly up.
From what I have heard the
banks that went broke were
heavily invested in long
term bonds, and the fed’s
interest increases over the
past year are the primary
reason for their default. I
watched resident Biden’s
address to the nation Mon-
day morning where he at-
tempted to reassure the
American people that ev-
ery thing was all right, and
he couldn’t resist blaming
former President Trump
for the banking problem.
Some of my fellow citi-
zens may feel encouraged
about Biden but I, for one,
have no faith in him what-
soever; we are in this cur-
rent economic problem
because of his assinine
policies in the first place.

Biden has done nothing
but stoke the flames of ra-
cial hatred in this country,
all at the same time he has
declared war on our energy
industry while promot-
ing his woke green energy

policy. Also, because of
his reckless spending spree
with taxpayer monies, he
has flooded our economic
system with boatloads of
money which has caused
inflation not seen in this
country for the last 40
years. Interest rate hikes
are the one tool the fed
has to reign in our out-of-
control inflation; for years
the fed has kept the interest
artificially low, but we are
in a situation where even if
we returned to normal in-
terest rates it would not be
enough to slow inflation.
Some economists have
said that interest rates will
have to be 10% or higher.
The last time our country
faced out-of-control infla-
tion was in the late 70’s
and early 80’s, at that time
the interest rate soared to
18%; if we tried to go that
far today we would de-
stroy our economic system.

Today we have a massive
national debt that is over 31
trillion dollars, and if we
were foolish enough to try
to go to 18% interest our
country would be paying
more interest on the current
debt than it could collect in
taxes. In essence, the fed
and their constant tinkering

with the economy has cre-
ated a trap that it is going to
hard to be get out of. If that
were to happen our gov-
ernment would try to print
more money to keep things
going a little longer, in the
end it would cause hyper-
inflation  which  would
wipe out all retirement ac-
counts and the hard-earned
savings of all Americans.

Massive government
is the main driver of our
current inflation problem,
now our occupant of the
white house is proposing
a budget of over 6 tril-
lion dollars. Economists
are already predicting that
over the next 10 years our
national debt will grow
by another 19 trillion dol-
lars. I find it very interest-
ing that so-called intelli-
gent people cannot see the
train wreck that is about
to happen in our economy.
When the history books are
written they will tell of a
time where the most fool-
ish senator was installed
in the White House and,
because of his mental de-
ficiencies, destroyed the
greatest country in the his-
tory of the world while
eating an ice cream cone.

SAMPLE BALLOTS AVAILABLE
FOR APRIL 4, 2023 ELECTION

Sample ballots are now available for the April 4, 2023 Election. Voters can
download a sample ballot using the State Election Board’s OK Voter Portal at
oklahoma.gov/elections/ovp or pick up a copy at the Adair County Election
Board during normal business hours.

Adair County Election Board Secretary, Jan Wilhite , reminds voters that sam-
ple ballots are specific to each person.

“If the OK Voter Portal indicates that you have no sample ballots available, it
means you are not eligible to vote in an upcoming election. We recommend
checking the OK Voter Portal to make sure you have an election before heading

to the polls.”

Wilhite said sample ballots will also be posted outside every precinct polling
place on Election Day, so voters can review them before casting their votes.

The Adair County Election Board is located at 220 W. Division, Stilwell, Okla.

and is open from 8:00 a.m.

to 4:00 p.m., Monday through Friday . For questions, please contact the Elec-

tion Board at 918-696-7221

or adaircounty(@elections.ok.gov .
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ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL

COMMENTARY BY JOHN BANKEL

Today's Trail Treks To
Fifty First State

There is a push by Con-
gressional democrats
for the creation of a fifty
first state for our Divided
States of America. The
fact of the matter is that
America is no longer a
united nation, and per-
haps, in reality it has nev-
er really been, even from
the outset. Clear back in
1776, despite the Declara-
tion Of Independence and
the subsequent drafting
of the Constitution which
joined the 13 colonies
into a "Republic," and in
the words of Abraham
Lincoln, "to form a more
perfect Union," that "per-
fect Union" never existed.
Factions arose and factions
invariably create conflict
and conflict invariably
creates dissent and dissent
often creates dissolution.
So here we are today with
the USA once again under
severe stress to remain a
united country, not unlike
in the beginning nor un-
like during the Civil War
period. The current Sen-
ate, under the leadership

of left-wing Chuck Shum-
er, is fixing to incorporate
Washington DC as the
51st State. There is noth-
ing unifying about this
strategy except to further
unify the power grip of the
democrats. (As an aside,
someone just the other day
called the democrat party
the "unity party," mean-
ing that democrats act in
unison whereas Repub-
licans are severely scat-
tered within their ranks
when it comes to formu-
lating policy.) When one
considers that DC is a
democrat stronghold with
no intention of changing
its political stripes, this
ploy is clearly intended
to keep the democrats in
power. There can be no
other explanation despite
what poppycock Shumer
might offer? If this does
come to pass, Republi-
cans and other conserva-
tives can kiss America
"goodbye" and shake
hands with the euphe-
mism of socialism. Any
clear thinking, level head-

ed American must do ev-
erything in their power to
thwart this power grab.
There is an organization
called "National Write
Your Congressman" (
NWYC ) that is set-up
for ordinary citizens to
have their Congressional
representatives ear by di-
rect contact. Check out
their ad on this paper's
ad page and give them a
call. It is still not too late
to engage your voice and
roadblock Shumer and
their left-wing agenda.

Today's Trail has come
to an end. Perhaps we
will meet again around
the bend my friend. Til
then, may your Trail end
up on the right side of the
fence. Vaya Con Dios!

John Bankel is a freelance
journalist and a retired
High School Math teacher
who can be reached at:
writewright@journalist.
com

Copyright 2023. All
Rights Reserved.

wins, and

Why is this good for Stilwell?

* It will be a cost savings for the city,

* All elections will continue to be non-partisan.

VOTE YES TO CHANGE THE CHARTER
ON APRIL 4 th!

The proposed Charter Change on the Ballot will allow the Adair County
Election Board to handle all the Stilwell City Elections.

* It will allow city voting to be in the same location as other elec-
tions on the same day like School Board and ITCT elections,

* All of the requirements for candidates and voters will be those
established by State Law,

* City Council Members will continue to be elected only by those
who live in their ward,

*There will continue to be no run-off elections — highest vote count

On the Ballot, the Charter Change Proposition will be described as:

“A proposal to amend the charter of the City of Stilwell so that all city
elections will be conducted by the Adair County Election Board ac-
cording to State Law except for the following four items which will not
change: 1) all City Officers will take office on the first Monday in May,
2) there will be no run-off elections — highest vote count wins, 3) Coun-
cil members are voted on only by the electors of their Ward, and 4) all

Thursday March 23. 2023

WHAT’S SO PUNNY?
PUN FUN

Spring time is a good time
for corny jokes, but then
again anytime is a good
time for some corn. The
best thing about corny
jokes is that they do not
have to be one size fits all.
Adults and kids alike can
enjoy 'em as they run the
gumut from silly knock-
knock jokes to "eye
rolling dad jokes." Keep
some in mind to help you
start the ball rolling in
your next social encoun-
ter. Keep your ribs and
belly handy for a good
laugh and good tickle.
Here is your new PUN
FUN.

1. Carrotie Kid: What do
you call an angry carrott?
A steamed veggie.

2. Snow Joke: Where

do polar bears keep their
money? In a snowbank!
3. Ah So! How do you
make an egg-roll? You
push it!

4. Round 'n Round:
What did the triangle say
to the circle? You are
pointless.

5. Cornuppance: What
does corn say when it
gets a compliment? Aw
shucks!

Aw shucks! Another
round of PUN FUN has
come to an end. Worry
not my friend. There is
plenty more corn waiting
'round the bend. Til the
next What's So Punny,
let's hope that corny jokes
become a trend!

Hello all you Krypto fans. Get ready to sharpen your
pencils and your minds. In the next issue you will find
the next iteration of the Krypto Kontest: Krypto 6.0.
The winning prize will be $25 in Cash and a brand
new calculator! The Kontest will be 6 weeks long. So

come on and join in the fun!

| What do you get when
| you cross a grizzly bear
| and a mountain lion?

/' Killed.
© You get killed.

The Hardin

SR e

HONESTLY !
LOOK AT THE MESS !/
THIS IS THE LAST TIME | |
I ASK You To Do THe
LAUNDRY !
T

\\
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QR for the weekly Legis-
lative Update - 3/16/2023.
I'm honored to serve the
great people of House Dis-
trict 86. Please feel free to
call me with any questions,
concerns, or to discuss
issues. The best way to
reach me is to either call or
text me on my cell phone,
918-507-2811 or call my
office at 405-557-7394.
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STILWELL SPORTS
SPOTLIGHT

Commentary by John Bankel

Stilwell Soccer: The Baron Fork Clas-

Westville's boys and girls
soccer teams came to Car-
son Park to do battle on
the "pitch" in a contest
called "The Barron Clas-
sic." It was a chilly windy
first day of Spring, with
a dark blanket of clouds
overhead casting a gloom
over the bundled-up spec-
tators. A good crowd was
on hand to watch. When
I arrived, the girls were
deadlocked at 1 goal
apiece. Within 2 minutes
of my arrival, the Lady In-
dians knocked in 2 goals
in rapid fire succession.
The halftime score stood
at Stilwell 3 Westville
1. Stilwell's only score
of the second half come
on a pretty-as-you-please

e

Lady Indian gol

play as Stilwell's Kinley
deftly dribbled the ball
through several Westville
defenders; when she got
to within striking distance
of the goal, two Westville
defenders came up to stop
her but she funneled a per-
fect pass to Kacelyn com-
ing up on her left. Kacelyn
laced a beautiful bender
arching over the goalie's
head into the right hand
corner of the net. The
game ended with Stilwell
4 Westville 2. It was a
very entertaining game to
watch. The Stilwell boys
had a much easier time
of it as they avalanched
the Westville boys 10-0.
The Baron Classic tro-
phy, which was presented

I

f team: L-R: Macie Ross, Eliie Sommers, Hrera‘ther Brooks,

by Stilwell Mayor Jean
Ann Wright, stays in Stil-
well. Great job Stilwell!
Stilwell ~ Girls'  Golf
On a blustery first day
of Spring, the Stilwell
Girls' Golf team took off
to Tahlequah to play in
a season opening tour-
nament. The girls per-
formed well with a 2nd
place team finish with
Jenna Crittenden winning
an individual medal for
9th place, as shown in the
photo. The team photo
has, L-R, Macie Ross,
Ellie Sommers, Heather
Brooks, Jenna Crittenden,
Haven Ketcher, Macee
Wheeler. Great job girls!

Jenna Crittenden Haven Ketcher, and Macee Wheeler.

Meet & Greet the Candidates
Running for Stilwell City Offices
Sponsored by the
Stilwell Area Chamber of Commerce

® Stilwell, OK 74960.

All the candidates running for the April City Elections will be

invited.

@ Please join us to hear each of the candidates introduce themselves
® and explain why they are running for city office.

® Each candidate present will also be asked some predetermined

Meet and Greet the Candidates on Tuesday, March 28 at 6 P.M.
at the Stilwell Public Library Meeting Room, 5 North 6th Street,

@ questions by our M.C.

For further information or questions call
® Grace at 918-315-4279

Thursday March 23. 2023

Jenna Crittenden showing her medal

o

A bundled up crowd looks on...

Bulletin Board

Stilwell Commmunity Choir, March 28, Tuesday 7 pm, First United Method-
ist Church. Info contact Mary Catherine 918-696-9061 Bethel Church
Service: 1st Saturday of the month and last Saturday of the month, service
at5 p.m.-? Rodney Chuculate.
Adair County Litter-Free & Green Adair County Litter-Free &
Green will change its location for the Recycle Day event beginning Janu-
ary 21st, 2023. The new site will be behind Vonnie’s Pawn Shop at 101
West Walnut Street in Stilwell. Patrons will enter from 1st Street, proceed
into the alley directly behind the pawn shop, and exit onto 2nd Street.
“We believe that this location will work better for our volunteer workers
and the public since it is centrally located,” says Cathy Unger, Co-Chair.
The hours of operation and types of recyclable items that are accepted
will remain the same: paper, cardboard, glass, plastic #1 and #2, metal,
plastic grocery bags, aluminum, and clothing that is clean and in good
condition. You can find a more detailed list on our Facebook page under
Adair County Litter-Free & Green. Below is a list of projected recycle
dates which will only change if there are inclement weather conditions
that day. For more information, you may contact Cathy Unger at 918-696-
1178 or Joyce Radtke at 918-696-7316.
Dates for 2023:
Jan 21, Feb 18, March 18, Aprill5, May20, June 17, July 15, Aug 18,
Sept 16, Oct. 21, Nov 18, Dec 16

Flint Lodge Monthly Breakfast from 7 a.m. to 10 a.m. the first Saturday of
each Month. Flint Lodge is located at 83705 Hwy 59 South, Stilwell.

12 & Older: $8.00, Children: $4.00 and under 5 Free
10:00 Sunday Morning Service Bethal Church Everyone Welcome
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