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PROVERB POWER
“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but fools 

despise wisdom and instruction.” – Proverbs 1:7 (KJV)

By John Bankel and Donna Boecher
Each Wednesday, Donna and I take a trip to Tahlequah 

to pick up our latest edition of The Straight Forward 
FREE Press from the CopyZone at Northeastern State 
University. Our first issue came out July 1. Since then, 
the campus had been pretty quiet with only a handful 
of summer school students present. The building that 
houses the ballroom is where we go.

This past Wednesday we arrived to a completely 
different scene. The place was buzzing with students. A 
long line had formed outside the entrance and the lobby 
was full of excited young folks. I went down the stairs 
to pick-up our paper. I was told it would be ready in 20 
minutes. I told Donna and suggested we get a cup of 
coffee at the cafe/bakery/deli in the lobby.

We went inside. The line on the right was very 
long. I thought it was the coffee line. I saw another 
line to my left and asked two young ladies if they were 
the end of the line. They smiled and nodded. Standing 
in line, which is something we do quite a bit of in 
our lives, (something like 5 years out of the average 
lifespan), can be very boring or it can be an opportunity 
to meet someone new. I like to do the latter.

I spoke and asked the girls, “What is going on 
today”?, to which they replied, “It is orientation day. 
“I then asked them if they were Freshmen. They 
excitedly answered, “Yes!” Our conversation 
continued. I found out that these two young ladies, 
coincidentally, are going into “Cellular Molecular 
Biology”,  after which they both want to go into 
optometry.  They  said  that  NSU  has  the  finest 
Optometry School in Oklahoma.

The coincidence prompted me to ask if they had 
known each other prior to NSU, to which they replied, 
“We met at POM practice.” I asked, “POMPOM 
practice?” “Yes,” came the reply. I said, “Ok, the 
interview is over.” They looked at me quizzically. I 
explained what I meant and told them I would like 
to include them in our next issue. They gave me their 
names and told me where they are from: Taylor Rash, 
from Pryor, and Maggie Pendergraft, from Baxter 
Springs, Kansas, way over on the southeast corner of 
the state. We were finally at the head of the line. The 

Three members of the Northeastern State 
University PomPom squad, from left to right: 
Taylor Rash, Captain Lauren Frost and Maggie 
Pendergraft.

Off-The-Cuff Encounter with 3 NSU PomPom Girls

By John Bankel
The County Board of 

Commissioners, along with the 
Excise Board, held a special 
meeting Thursday morning for 
approval  of  the  2021-22  Fiscal 
Year Adair County Operating 
Budget.  The budget was prepared 
by independent CPA, Bill Turner, 
who went over it line by line.

The budget process starts 
with the Excise Board setting 
the property tax rate, known as 
“millage.” This rate is applied to 
the assessed value of each piece of 
property in Adair County, which 
then determines the amount of 
property tax each property owner 
pays. County Assessor Tracy Sims 
said that the total valuation of 
Adair County properties has gone 
up from $82 Million  in 2015  to a 
present valuation of $102 Million. 
The County Treasurer, Ann 
Bishop, then sees to it that the tax 

is collected.
After Mr. Turner finished going 

over the proposed budget items, 
a vote for preliminary approval 
was taken by the County Board. It 
passed.

The next step in the process is 
for the Excise Board to review for 
final approval. This will take place 
on Thursday morning, August 26.

Russell Turner, the senior 
member of the Excise Board, 
informed this writer that the 
members of the Board are 
appointed, not elected, and that the 
Board has the authority to not only 
give  final  approval  of  the  budget 
but also to re-set the “millage” 
when necessary. He said that in the 
past, the Excise 

Board has typically given its 
nod for approval.

This meeting is open to the 
public, as all other local government 
meetings are.

County Budget Receives
Preliminary Approval 

girls placed their order and we moved up to the 
window and placed our order.  

After picking up our coffee, we went over to where 
the girls were talking to another young lady. It turns out 
that that young lady, Lauren Frost, from Wagoner, is the 
captain of the POMPOM squad and a senior, (Donna and 
I are also seniors, but just an older version?), majoring 
in Communication, (just like Donna and I!).  Lauren is 
looking forward to expanding her horizons with plans 
to do an internship in Sydney, Australia next year. She 
wants to see the world and how other countries tick. 
What a great way to grow in communication! Sounds 
pretty exciting to me! 

I asked the girls if they would like to include a 
photo with the article. “Yes!” came the enthusiastic 
reply. Three of the most delightful ladies gave us their 
best smiles and put smiles on our faces too! Maggie 
and Taylor had to leave to go to class. We chatted a 
few more minutes with Lauren. Thanked her and said 
“Goodbye” in Italian. And let’s not forget, I gave 
Lauren 3 copies, hot off the press, of The Straight 
Forward FREE Press. Lauren loves the idea of a local 
newspaper. Thumbs up to that!

Stilwell FFA Holds First Chapter Meeting of the Year
By Kaylee Stewart,

Stilwell FFA Reporter 
On Wednesday, August 18,  the 

Stilwell FFA Chapter held their 
first  chapter  meeting  of  the  year. 
The meeting was open to all FFA 
members and all students from 
Stilwell High School. The overall 
point of the meeting was to show 
new members and students what 
we do in our organization. We also 
provided free snow cones to every 
student. The meeting was just like 
any of our other regular chapter 
meetings. We started with opening 
ceremonies, and then we discussed 
all of the things that were on the 
agenda. Each order of business was 
open to discussion with each FFA 
member present at the meeting able 
to express their opinion or concern 
about the subject. 

The first order of business was 
the annual Blue and Gold sale. The 
chapter discussed when we should 
start and end the sale, and also 
decided  that  we  would  sell  DJ’s 
along with Blue and Gold. The 
second order of business was the 
Opening Ceremonies and Creed 
Contest. Stilwell FFA Reporter, 
Kaylee Stewart discussed this 
subject with the chapter. She 
explained to them what the contest 
consists of and also informed the 
chapter of Stilwell’s own contest 
to be hosted on September 23. 
The third order of business was 
shooting sports. Stilwell FFA Vice 

President, Chandler Trentham 
discussed this subject with the 
chapter. He talked about what skeet 
and trap consist of, all of the rules 
involved, and how to join. The 
fourth  and final  order  of  business 
was discussed by Mr. Gilstrap. 
He talked about all of the other 

upcoming events, and he also gave 
a speech about our organization 
and why it’s so important. Overall, 
the first meeting of the year was a 
big success. Our chapter is excited 
for the upcoming school year and 
all of the great opportunities that 
will come along with it. 

Pictured above is Wanda Elliott with Reagan Hargis holding her 
acrylic painting.

By Donna Boecher
On August 19 at  the Historical 

Society’s meeting, Wanda Elliott 
introduced REAGAN HARGIS, a 
former student from Faith Phillips’ 
creative writing class.

Reagan showed the audience 
an acrylic painting which depicts 
a review of her classmates 
experiences the year they were 
under Faith’s tutelage in her 
Creative Writing Class. Reagan’s 
simple and direct missive to us–
PRINTS WILL BE MADE AND 
SOLD FOR $20/EACH TO HELP 
FUND THE NEWLY FORMED 

“END OF THE TRAIL ARTS 
COUNCIL.” 

Faith’s students, under the 
duress and horror of COVID 19 in 
the year 2020, learned of hope, and 
how to overcome obstacles.  These 
students go forth with a legacy 
I hope will be contagious–make 
your dreams become reality.  

Rudyard Kipling added to this, 
he said, “If you want something 
and don’t get it, there are only two 
reasons. You either really didn’t 
want it, or you tried to bargain 
over the price.” Reagan wants it, 
and she’s not bargaining.  

Reagan Hargis Painting
Starts Movement

Lost Without God’s Direction

(See Lost on Page 3

By Donna Boecher
Another day in life. I was outside 

Walmart, not unusual. A friend 
was about to show me yesteryear 
in my own backyard. I sensed 
I would be close to home. Yet I 
felt anchorless, without direction.
Going somewhere I’d never been 
before. Ever felt like that?

There are times in life when we 
all feel that WE can do anything, 
as a lark, as-long-as its lawful, 
harmless, and costs nothing. This 
“particular day” would prove 
that without asking God to be 
our ANCHOR and guide, time 
can run amuck. At 4 pm that day, 
I would declare that it was one 
o’clock. I should have prayed 
before traversing this “review of 
history” within a semi-circle four 
miles south and west of my 4th 
generation home. (Prayer is always 
right for any occasion.)

There would be right turns, 
left turns, curvy dirt roads, rocky 
roads, railroad tracks, a small body 
of water, a deep body of water, a 
raised roadway, and even an asphalt 
road. It was green everywhere! I 
was DISORIENTED. The weeds 
next to the road shoulders were 
3 feet high; the trees were trunk-
close and green all the way up to 
the tiniest opening of pale blue 
sky. And I’ll acknowledge to 
the County Commissioners, the 
roadways were/are in excellent 
condition. Yet there was just too 
much green, at least for this drive 
into “yesteryear.”  

I’d forgotten I greatly disliked 
raised roadways with sheer drops on 
either side. My friend said I could 
close my eyes. At that point, it was 
an excellent idea. There were homes 
in this wilderness of green, near the 
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The Lady in the Blue Sari
Part 9

By Donna Boecher
“Of course, I know why they 

asked all those questions about 
your birthdate. They have three 
daughters, and they were checking 
to see if there were any marriage 
matches between you and the 
girls. There are auspicious dates 
and signs of compatibility. I don’t 
think it will keep you from getting 
the lease, but it might mean you 
will get to meet the girls. Ha Ha. 
Did you see the girls while you 
were filling out the contract?”

“I thought I heard laughter 
occasionally and the sound of soft 
slippered hurried steps at times.”

“I’m sure they were watching 
and listening from some place in 
the house, Alex. (I chuckled to 
myself.) That’s what I would do 
if I were young and of marriage 
age. Think you can cope with 
three girls appearing in the gardens 
behind their house?”

“Sure, nothing to it. I had to 
put up with that kind of stuff in 
Washington.“

“Well, let’s go eat and then 
you need to get a good night’s 
sleep. Tomorrow will probably 
be a busy day. You’ll meet all the 
extended family, get the keys, and 
move your stuff. Where to now?”

We laughed heartily. I was 
growing steadily closer to 
Alex. He reminded me of my son 
who had died at age 25. I know, 
you’re wondering when and how I 
had become a father? Long-story-
short, when I met Lydia in India, 

I was married. Nothing immoral, 
I was out researching an article 
for the Kochi newspaper when 
I met Lydia. My wife, however, 
had died in the pandemic that 
had  swept  India  in  2021.  Our 
son, Niles Thomas Abraham, 
came with me to America when 
I relocated to Louisiana. We had 
been inseparable.

Niles had been a practicing 
Christian and had died saving the 
lives of others. A drunk had raced 
his car into a crowd of Mardi Gras 
parade viewers who were penned 
from the parade route by a wrist-
sized metal rope barrier. Moving 
the people away from the metal 
barrier, he died from the recoil 
as the driver ripped through into 
the parade route. I missed him; 
he’d passed in 2029. I would now 
have been arranging his marriage 
or trotting a grandchild on my 
knee. But I could be Alex’s uncle . 
. . his honored and respected elder.

Over the weeks, I had taken 
Alex  to  St.  Joseph’s  Church,  and 
he revealed to me that he had given 
his life to Christ as a youngster 
of  12  in  Olympia, Washington.  I 
was glad, all these years later, 
that Lydia was his “Auntie.” She 
seemed to be a quiet, unassuming 
disciple of our Lord. Living next to 
a nice Indian family with daughters 
would ready him for the next stage 
of his life. Maybe the two of us 
would get to help prepare his future 
wedding. What would Lydia be up 
to next?

Mullin It Over:
The Blood is on
President Biden’s Hands

By Congressman Markwayne Mullin

Fred

Dear John,

We humans can be the most 
gullible creatures to ever populate 
this planet. We have a habit of 
listening to worthless politicians 
promise all kinds of free stuff, but 
they very rarely explain the fine print 
that is written into the legislation 
that they are supporting. Today I 
read where the senate passed the 
one trillion-dollar Infrastructure Bill 
that is supposed to build new roads, 
bridges, and anything that makes a 
good soundbite. Few Americans 
know there is a proposal in the bill 
for the Department of Transportation 
to test a new federal tax that would 
create a tax on every mile driven by 
individual Americans. The bill directs 
Secretary of Transportation Pete 
Buttigieg to establish a pilot program 
to demonstrate a national motor 
vehicle per-mile user fee designed 
“to restore and maintain the long-
term solvency of the Highway Trust 
Fund.” The new tax is described as a 
pilot program and would initially rely 
upon “volunteers” representing all 
50 states; the infrastructure measure 
would also require the Treasury 
Department to establish a mechanism 
to collect motor vehicle per-mile 
user fees from the participants. There 
would also be an Advisory Board 
to advise Buttigieg on establishing 
and operating the program. The 
infrastructure text fails to specify 
how the advisory board, which 
appears likely to include a sizable 
number of members, would create 
and approve its recommendations 
to the transportation secretary. 
Buttigieg would also be authorized 
under the proposal to “carry out 
a public awareness campaign to 
increase public awareness regarding 
a national motor vehicle per-mile 
user fee.”

We Americans currently pay taxes 
upon every gallon of gas or diesel 

that we use in our everyday lives; if 
we drive more miles, we consume 
more fuel and consequently pay 
more in taxes, but even with all the 
revenues we already contribute to 
the system they say they don’t have 
enough. Now they have fallen upon 
the scheme to charge us additional 
revenues for every mile that we 
drive in a year. Can you imagine 
the additional paperwork for we 
Americans to have to comply with 
if this language remains in the bill? 
For those of us who are actually 
doing the work to keep this country 
working, we are already up to the 
eye balls in current paperwork just 
to stay in business. In my opinion 
this is just another ploy to have 
more control over the lives of the 
American citizens. It should scare 
any reasonable person with the data 
that is collected on each and every 
one of us on a daily basis. Credit card 
companies’ data can be collected 
that will show what interests we 
have and where we spend our 
money. Data from utilities can tell 
what kind of appliances we have in 
our home; one example would be 
power consumption for heating and 
air conditioning.

For a long time, I have come to 
the conclusion that big government 
bureaucracies are not our friends; 
while there is much talk about what 
is good for the American people, in 
reality many of those bureaucracies 
are fueled by politics and paybacks 
for political favors. There is an old 
ancient saying that bears relevance 
in today’s world, “know your enemy 
and know yourself and you will 
always be victorious”. Too many of 
our people are being lulled into a state 
of mind that believes there is such a 
thing as free money, but in reality, 
there is no free money and the price 
we will be paying is too high.

The conservaTive view
By Russell Turner

MORE FREE MONEY?

Vocabulary

WORD
of 

the

DAY

  Cognizant
• knowledgeable of something 

especially through personal 
experience.

By Larkin Fouse, CHHP
The power of organic eating 

Part 1: Organic, we have all heard 
about it, and when we think about 
it, the image that comes to our mind 
is some hippie from Woodstock 
telling you how you need to eat 
organically to help our planet, 
whilst simultaneously being as 
stoned as pinnacle mountain. This 
is not the image you need to have 
any more. Organic eating is more 
than simply eating food that is 
pesticide- herbicide- GMO free. 
Though these are all parts of it, 
organic food has many other factors 
that we often overlook. Such as 
the fact that organic farmers have 

to  find  new  and  better  ways  of 
keeping pests at bay, fertilizing 
their crops, and keeping crop 
yields high and expenses low and 
with all this pressure comes some 
very nice benefits. Such as, higher 
soil biological life concentration, 
which helps keep soil depletion 
at bay, higher enzyme count in 
the food we eat, thus making for 
higher nutritional absorption in 
our bodies and better digestion. 
These and many more advantages 
are all a part of the organic farming 
movement and each aspect will be 
discussed in detail with following 
articles, but I just had to begin by 
busting the hippie myth.

Health Tips from Larkin...

•  Adair County Free Fair, 
September  2-9,  Adair  County 
Fairgrounds, Stilwell; Exhibitors 
may bring their entries beginning 
at 8:00 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 2 
for ribbon judging; Horse Show, 
Saturday, Sept. 4, Westville Rodeo 
Arena, 9:00 a.m.

•  Drake Martin Memorial 
Car Show, August 28, Adair 
County Park in Stilwell, OK, 
10:00  a.m.  Entry  fee–$25.  For 
more information, contact Brent at 
(918) 575-2564 or Willis at  (918) 
410-6639.

•  Westville Melon and 
Barbecue Festival, August 28, 
12:00 noon to 8:00 p.m., Westville 
City  Park,  113  Buffington  Road 
in Westville, OK. Free admission 
to attend. Fireworks spectacular 
provided by the Smith Family and 
the City of Westville at dark.

COMMUNITY

On August  15th,  the  capital  of 
Afghanistan fell to the Taliban fol-
lowing the near-total withdrawal 
of American troops. The fall of Ka-
bul represents a complete and utter 
failure by President Biden and his 
administration.

The Afghani president has fled, 
and the Taliban has assumed con-
trol of the country. These militants 
promised “amnesty” for the people 
who helped our military, but to 
them “amnesty” means a quick 
killing rather than a long, tortur-
ous death or placed into slavery. 
Taliban fighters have detained and 
beaten  those  on  their  way  to  flee 
by air. And the extremist group has 
promised to “recognize the rights 
of women and girls as long as it 
conforms to Sharia Law,” which 
all but erases women’s rights.

For weeks prior, our govern-
ment told American citizens in the 
country and our Afghani allies, in-
cluding interpreters who served as 
a lifeline to our military, to go to 

Kabul and they would be safe and 
evacuated. Now, they have been 
left stranded and abandoned by 
the Biden Administration. And all 
of this is happening as President 
Biden’s National Security Advisor 
and Press Secretary refuse to com-
mit to evacuating all Americans 
from Afghanistan. This is unthink-
able.

The pictures and videos of 
evacuees clinging to aircraft leav-
ing  Kabul  are  horrific.  It  speaks 
volumes that these people would 
risk near certain death in that man-
ner over continuing to exist in Af-
ghanistan under Taliban rule.

American exit did not have to be 
this way. The blood is on the hands 
of President Biden and those who 
were advising him. There must be 
accountability for this failure.

Want to stay up-to-date on what 
I’m doing in Oklahoma and Wash-
ington on your behalf?  Sign up for 
my newsletter by visiting Mullin.
house.gov/newslettersignup.

Dear John, My boyfriend and 
I are not married. We have been 
together for two years. He and I 
have no secrets from each other. I 
know his past and he knows mine.
The other day we were celebrating 
our new business adventure.
He mentioned that several of his 
friends would be customers and 
named them. Two used to be his 
girlfriends. I wasn’t sure if they 
were lovers so I asked “did you 
sleep with them”? He said “yes, but 
not at the same time”. I asked again 
“you’re still talking to them”? He 
said “yes, what is wrong with 
that”? Do you think this poses a 
threat to our relationship?

Signed
 Funny Business
Dear Funny Business, you 

said that you and your boyfriend 
have had no secrets. Looks like he 
forgot to tell you about these past 
flames. If you really expected him 
to fully disclose every encounter 
he has ever had, and now that 
he has let more of the cat out of 
the  bag,  you  should,  first  of  all, 
not be surprised, nor dismayed. 
One thing is for sure. In life, we 
ultimately have to sleep in the bed 
that we have made. Secondly, it 
is unreasonable for a woman to 
require full chastity from their pre-
marital beau. My question would 
be, “Have you been intimate with 
this guy or any other guy?” If you 
have, then you cannot, since you 
are not married, expect more 
than what you offer. The threat to 
your relationship depends largely 
on you and how you now look at 
him, either as a traitor or a trusted 
friend. Time will tell if you two 
have a future.

Got  a  question  for Dear  John?  
email to: dearjohn@writeme.
com or send to: Dear John, POB 
885, Stilwell, OK 74960.

The KiPLinG Korner
“We are the opening verse of  

the opening page of  the chapter 
of  endless possibilities.”



Nancy Jennings
August 1, 1954 –
August 12, 2021

Nancy  Jennings,  daughter  of 
Houston and 
Ida (Hillman) 
C r i t t e n d e n , 
was born on 
August  1,  1954 
in Lawrence, 
Kansas.  She 
passed from this 
life on Thursday, 
August 12, 2021 
surrounded by 
her loved ones at her home in Stilwell, 
Oklahoma. 

Family led memorial services will be 
held at a later date.

Roberts/Reed-Culver Funeral Home, 
Stilwell, OK.
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Cindy Jean (Sexton) Ketcher
April 27, 1973 – August 16, 2021

Cindy Jean (Sexton) Ketcher was born on April 27, 1973, in Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma to Roy Sexton and Georgia (Sixkiller) Sexton and departed this 
life on August 16, 2021, in Tahlequah, Oklahoma at the 
age of 48 years, 3 months, and 20 days. 

Cindy enjoyed playing games on her phone and 
watching movies with her family. She was a loving 
wife, mother, sister, aunt, and care giver. She enjoyed 
making birthday cakes and she made excellent gravy. 
Cindy was diagnosed with breast cancer in August of 
2019 which  altered  everything  in her  life. She was  a 
big  animal  lover,  especially  dogs,  and  she  liked  fish 
too. Cindy enjoyed checking out flea markets, country 
music, gardening, and raising flowers. Cindy is and will be missed and loved 
always. She was the “Mama Bear” of her family!

She was preceded in death by her sister: Becky Sixkiller, and George 
Sixkiller;  aunt:  Judy  Phillips;  uncles: Darrell  Sexton,  and Daisy  Sixkiller; 
grandparents: Emmett “EG” and Hannah Sexton, and Jim Sixkiller. 

Cindy is survived by her husband: David Ketcher; sons: Winston Ketcher, 
and Christopher Ketcher; daughter: Jasmine Ketcher; her parents: Roy and 
Georgia Sexton; sister: Rhonda and husband Marc Marsh, and Patty McGee 
and  significant  other  Waylon  Ross;  nephews:  Dalton  Marsh,  and  Raven 
McGee; nieces: Kyiah Marsh, Ashton Marsh, and Sadie Ross. A host of aunts, 
uncles, cousins, and friends also survive her.

Funeral services were held at 10 am on Friday, August 20, 2021 at Roberts 
&  Hart  Chapel,  Westville,  OK  with  Jesse  Butler  officiating.  Interment 
followed at Old Baptist Mission Cemetery, Westville, OK.

Clifton Lee Flynn
February 29, 1980 – August 14, 2021

Clifton Lee Flynn was born February 29, 1980, in Tahlequah, Oklahoma to 
Luke Flynn and Lucinda (Grayson) Flynn and departed 
this life on August 14, 2021, in Tahlequah, Oklahoma 
at the age of 41 years, 5 months, 16 days. 

Clifton loved his wife: Marcie, he loved bull riding, 
stomp dancing, fishing, and being around his family. He 
loved playing with his children. Clifton attended Cave 
Springs High School and later became a lineman for 
CK Parker, Green Country Powerline, and bricklayer 
for S&J Masonry. He would help anyone in need, and 
he loved to put a smile on everyone’s face. He never 
met a stranger. Clifton loved being around his daughters: Bailey and Kiley. 

He was preceded in death by his mother: Lucinda Flynn; paternal 
grandparents: Rosie Flynn and Ned Flynn, Jr.; maternal grandparents: Janie 
Grayson and William Grayson.  

Clifton is survived by his father: Luke Flynn of Sapulpa, Oklahoma; 
brothers: Tiny Flynn and wife Catrina, of Dry Creek, Oklahoma; Jimmy Flynn 
and Cynthia of Fort Smith, Arkansas; Kiyug Flynn of Brushy, Oklahoma, 
Ryan Flynn of Sallisaw, Oklahoma, Samuel Flynn of Sapulpa, Oklahoma, 
and Tuda and Bea Grayson of Dry Creek, Oklahoma. Aunts: Tootsie Summers 
and husband William of Stilwell, Oklahoma, Mary Davis of Siloam Springs, 
Arkansas, Betty Grayson of Phoenix, Arizona, and Nellie Flynn of Lyons 
Switch, Oklahoma; uncles: William Grayson of Brushy, Oklahoma,  Junior 
Toan  and  wife  Tiffany  of  Summers, Arkansas,  and  James  Toan  and  wife 
Melanie of Arkansas. 

Funeral services were held at 11 am on Friday, August 20, 2021 at Roberts/
Reed-Culver  Chapel,  Stilwell,  OK with  Joe Grayson  and  Steve Campbell 
officiating.  Interment followed at Mulberry Tree Cemetery, Stilwell, OK.

Coeta Faye Thomas Brown
June 26, 1933 – August 12, 2021

Coeta Faye Thomas Brown was born  June 26, 1933,  in  the Elm Grove 
Community of Adair County, Oklahoma to Elmer and Ethel Smith Thomas. 

Coeta and her younger brothers Leo and Nathan grew up there with their 
parents on the farm and attended the Elm Grove School. 
After graduating from Stilwell High School, Coeta 
married Robert “Bob” Wear, having two sons Ronnie 
and Robbie. Coeta later remarried Clarence “Buddy” 
Brown, making their home in Tulsa. Through the years, 
Coeta worked  for Safeway,  retiring  in 1982. She and 
Buddy built a new home and moved to Sallisaw to be 
nearer to her aging parents and family. 

Coeta and Buddy were avid fishermen and enjoyed 
spending time with family and friends camping and 
fishing  at  Lake  Tenkiller.  She  loved  homemaking,  cooking,  gardening, 
crocheting, and quilt making, yard sales, bargain shopping, and collecting. 
She loved her little dogs: Sissie and Dollie.

Coeta was preceded in death by her parents: Elmer and Ethel Thomas; her 
husband: “Buddy” Brown; and her two brothers: Leo and Nathan Thomas. 

Coeta  was  baptized  and  entrusted  her  soul  to  the  Lord  on August  12, 
2021.

Coeta is survived by her sons: Ronnie Wear and wife Joyce, Robbie “Bo” 
Wear, Mitchell Brown and wife Sonya, and Steven Brown. 8 grandchildren, 
family, and friends. 

Graveside  services were held at 10 am on Thursday, August 19, 2021 at 
Honey  Hill  Cemetery,  Stilwell,  OK  with  Monroe  Lowrimore  officiating.  
Interment followed under the direction of Roberts/Reed-Culver Funeral Home, 
Stilwell, OK.

Daniel Preston Fowler
September 6, 1961 – August 13, 2021

Daniel Preston Fowler was born on September 6, 1961 and passed away at 
the age of 59 on August 13, 2021. 

Daniel was preceded in death by his mother: Alice 
Frances Fowler, 2001, and both sets of grandparents.

He is survived by his wife: Donna Sue (Hogshooter) 
Fowler;  father:  Earl  Walter  Fowler,  90;  his  son: 
Daniel  Justin  Fowler;  and  grandchildren:  Damian 
Fowler, McKenzie Fowler, Sarah Fowler, and Ariana 
Fowler. 6 brothers: Jerry Lynn Fowler, 69 and spouse 
Roxanna, Louis Ray Fowler, 67; Michael Lee Fowler, 
65; Robert Duane Fowler, 63 and spouse Brenda; 
Randy Dean Fowler, 61; Gary Gene Fowler, 56 and spouse April; and sister: 
Sharon Yvonne Wetzel, 53 and spouse Mike. 5 stepchildren: Sandra Gifford 
and  spouse Hollis, Kathy  Jones and  spouse Charley, Sherry Elger, Marvin 
Hogshooter, Diana Busby and spouse Paul Sutton.  Many nieces, great nieces, 
nephews, great nephews, cousins, and good friends also survive him. 

Memorial services were held at 3 pm on Saturday, August 21, 2021 at the 
American Legion, Kansas, Oklahoma.

Roberts & Hart Funeral Home, Westville, OK.

Obituaries
Joye Mae Ritchie

November 25, 1928 – January 18, 2019
Edwin Franklin Ritchie

October 17, 1928 – August 12, 2020
Joye Mae Rich was born November 25, 1928 in Newton County, Arkansas 

to Harvey B. Rich and Della J. (Smith) Rich. Her family moved to Stilwell, 
Oklahoma, where her  father  purchased  a  farm.    Joye 
graduated from Stillwell High School.

Edwin  Franklin  Ritchie  was  born  October  17, 
1928  in Piney, Oklahoma  to Lee Ritchie  and Eudora 
Ann (Adair) Ritchie. Lee died in 1934, and Ed and his 
family lived with his grandfather, Frank Adair, who 
served as an Oklahoma legislator and sheriff of Adair 
County.  Ed graduated from Stilwell High School.

In the late 1940s, Ed began traveling west to Oregon 
and California to work. Ed and Joye married in 1950. 
They moved west to Klamath Falls. Ed and Joye’s family grew to include four 
children: Susanne Wicks (Ron), Michael Ritchie (Sally), Deborah Fairchild 
(Gary), and Barbara McKibben (Scott).

Ed spent most of his working life as a truck driver. He became owner-
operator  of  his  own  log  truck.  Joye  kept  the  accounts  for  their  family 
business. Joye was an active member of the Klamath Falls civic community. 
She served  in  leadership  roles  in  the PTA. Joye and Ed were active  in  the 
county Democratic Party.

Ed and Joye enjoyed visiting relatives in Oklahoma, Ford vehicles, country 
music, and long drives along the back roads of the Klamath Basin.  

Ed and Joye are survived by Ed’s sister, Dolores Milton; Joye’s brother, 
Oren Rich; their children, eight grandchildren and ten great-grandchildren. 
The family thanks Rosie and Fred Padilla of Rosie’s Adult Care for their care 
of both Joye and Ed.

Remembrances to Klamath Falls Meals on Wheels.
Memorial services and Inurnment were held at 11 am on Saturday, August 

21, 2021 at Piney Cemetery, Stilwell, OK.
Roberts/Reed-Culver Funeral Home, Stilwell, OK.

June Vankirk
July 18, 1943 – August 13, 2021

June Vankirk, a  longtime retail worker and homemaker passed away on 
Friday, August 13th, 2021, after a brave battle with Covid and lung cancer.

June Vankirk was born July 18th, 1943, to Frances 
and Letha Clinton  in Wister, Oklahoma.  June had 15 
brothers and sisters.

She married Bill Heustis in February 1960 and they 
had 3 beautiful children: Pam March, Billy Heustis, 
and Patricia Lowe.

June also had two grandchildren: Jessica Layton and 
Althea Lowe. She had 5 great-grandchildren: Daisy, 
Johanna, Miles, Leo, and Octavia.

June  is  proceeded  in  death  by  her  parents  and 
siblings, along with her son: Billy, her grandsons: Brandon and Jared, and 
great-grandson: Jared.

June had a passion for sewing and loved going to yard sales and finding 
treasures. She loved to play with her grandkids and spent hours playing 
Nintendo with them.

Graveside  services were  held  at  1  pm  on Monday, August  23,  2021  at 
Whitmire Cemetery, Christie, Oklahoma under the direction of Roberts & 
Hart Funeral Home, Westville, OK.

Keith Byron Baldridge
February 13, 1982 – August 17, 2021

Keith Byron Baldridge  the  son of Norma Baldridge and stepfather  J.D. 
Grimmett, and Father Jeffery Steely. He was born on 
February 13, 1982, in Tahlequah, Oklahoma and left this 
world on August 17, 2021, in Tahlequah, Oklahoma. 

Keith was a devoted father and his world revolved 
around his children, family, and many friends whom 
he  loved  dearly.  He  loved  fishing  with  his  brothers 
and friends, and spending time with family. He was 
the most kindhearted person you could ever meet. He 
always wished the best for others. Keith was a member 
of Rock Fence Baptist Church in Stilwell, Oklahoma, 
he gave his life to the Lord and was baptized in July of 2021. 

He was preceded in death by his papa: Willie Baldridge; grandmother: 
Christine Baldridge; uncles: Sherman Baldridge, Cullen Baldridge, and 
Leonard Johnson, Sr.; and nephew: Laik Worrior Gonzalis Baldridge. 

Keith leaves behind a loving family that includes his mother: Norma 
Baldridge;  stepfather:  J.D. Grimmett; his  children: Kaleb Baldridge, Socia 
Baldridge, Paige Baldridge, and Kelsi Baldridge; and their mother: Nedra 
Duck; his brothers: Albert Baldridge,  Junior  Jumper,  John Steeley;  sisters: 
Brynne Steeley, and Telerra Baldridge; his two little buddies: Booder, and 
Shuggie. 5 nephews; 9 nieces; many relatives, and countless friends. He also 
left behind his aunt: Vivian Johnson; and uncle: Billy Baldridge, they held a 
special place in his heart.

Funeral  services  were  held  at  1  pm  on  Saturday, August  21,  2021  at 
Roberts/Reed-Culver  Chapel,  Stilwell,  OK  with  B.J.  Latta  officiating.  
Interment followed at Peters Cemetery, Sallisaw, OK under the direction of 
Roberts/Reed-Culver Funeral Home, Stilwell, OK.

Melanie Celeste Pritchett
October 5, 1982 – August 3, 2021

Melanie  Celeste  Pritchett  was  born  October  5,  1982,  in  Tahlequah 
Oklahoma and she departed this life to be with the Lord on Tuesday August 
3, 2021, in Tulsa Oklahoma. Melanie is the daughter of 
the late Jimmy, Sr. and Marilyn (Wolfe) Pritchett.

Melanie was a member of Faith Baptist Church, 
she often attended church at Calvary Southern Baptist 
and New Life Church, she enjoyed going to gospel 
singings with her dad: Jimmy. To know Melanie then 
you knew she loved her family and loved giving them a 
hard time. Her babies were her world (Big Guy, Toogie, 
Braelee) she loved spoiling them one minute and tried 
giving them away the next (inside joke). Melanie was 
a loveable person who enjoyed life; always smiling and never met a stranger. 
She loved playing volleyball. She was a setter in her high school days at 
Sequoyah High School. She was a St. Louis Cardinals fan and enjoyed 
taking trips to watch a Cardinals game. She enjoyed watching her nieces and 
nephews at whatever sports they played. She always tried to go and support 
them every chance she got, cheering them on from the stands; if they could 
see and hear her, that was enough for them. They love their Aunt Melanie; 
she will be deeply missed.

Melanie is preceded in death by her son: Braeden Pritchett Proctor, and 

Death
Notices

Gann, Bobby, 46, resident of 
Stilwell, passed on August 17, 2021 
in Tulsa, OK. Funeral services 1 pm 
Tuesday, August 24, 2021 at Roberts/
Reed-Culver Chapel, Stilwell, OK.

Bunch, Roberta,72,  former 
resident of Stilwell, OK, passed on 
Friday, August 20, 2021 in Ada, OK. 
Graveside services on Wednesday, 
August  25,  2021  at  Doublehead  
Cemetery, Stilwell, OK. Roberts/
Reed-Culver Funeral Home.

her Angel baby; her companion: 
Junior  Proctor;  her  parents:  Jimmy, 
Sr. and Marilyn (Wolfe) Pritchett; 
grandparents: Columbus and Nancy 
(Daughtery) Pritchett, and Albert 
and Irene (Soap) Wolfe.

Melanie is survived by her 
children: Bentlee Grimmett, and 
Braelee Pritchett of the home in 
Stilwell, Oklahoma; her sisters: 
Regina Pritchett of Stilwell, 
Oklahoma; Verlita and Kenny 
Duncan of Tahlequah, Oklahoma; 
brothers: Mark Pritchett, and Jimmy 
Pritchett,  Jr.  and companion Kindra 
Sanders all of Westville, Oklahoma. 
Brian and Cherry Pritchett of Stilwell 
Oklahoma. Special daughters: Tenley 
and Marlee  Jo Norrcross;  special  sister: 
Bridget Pritchett. A host of nieces, 
nephews, aunts, uncles, cousins and 
friends also survive her.

Funeral  services  were  held  at  1  pm 
on Tuesday, August 10, 2021 at Roberts/
Reed-Culver Chapel, Stilwell, OK with 
Bro.  Joey  Ketcher  and  Bro.  Wilson 
Hitcher  officiating.    Interment  followed 
at Tyler Springs Cemetery, Stilwell, OK.

Lost
(Continued from Page 1)

raised road; I’d never traveled this 
way. Past the dam was a community 
of family farms; I recognized 
the family name – McLemore. 
They’d lived on this land over 50 
years ago, and a sheet metal store 
is still visible as a commentary 
on those times. What happened to 
this thriving community? Regina 
and Dennis McLemore probably 
know? And if you’re my age, you 
may know, too.  

I was full of questions, but I had 
few answers. Seems I was near 
Beaver Gap. At that point, I saw 
a special plot of land – a Creek 
Indian burial ground. I was amazed 
and honored to see this piece of 
history. Moving on we turned 
toward the Devil’s Eyebrow. Are 
you following me? There was my 
anchor, the RAILROAD TRACK 
that winds its way north from 
Sallisaw,  finding  its  way  north 
and east to Stilwell. I had for 
years ridden the train through this 
mysterious land without knowing 
its presence.  BUT GOD gave me a 
landmark – the railway – to anchor 
me in my world. Remember, 
when you leave home, take your 
ANCHOR with you!
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pia@pia-ok.com
102 W. Division St.

Stilwell, OK 74960

Ph. 918-696-7191
Fax 918-696-4618

Peoples Insurance Agency

Rubio's
Tires

150-198 2nd St.
Stilwell, OK 74960

918-797-0508

★ ★

Faith, Family & Feed

Dale & Tammy Kester
Owners/Operators

911 W. Locust St. • Stilwell, OK 74960
918-696-6137

redwagonfeed@gmail.com

Red Wagon Feed

Crime Control,
Not Gun Control!

H&H PAWN
GUN & TOOL

Stilwell, OK

(918) 696-LenD (5363)

LOAN & TAX SERVICE

107 W. Division St.
Stilwell, OK 74960

(918) 696-3994
LoansByWorld.com

Crescent Clinic
Imagine you greater, naturally!

(918) 410-2240
crescentclinicok@gmail.com

Larkin Fouse, CHHP
471332 Hwy. 51, Suite C

Stilwell, OK 74960

AAA ABSTRACT CO., INC.
(918) 696-2770

E-mail:
aaaabstract@windstream.net

Nancy Garrett Insurance Agency
Offi ce: (918) 696-3371

E-mail:
ngarrettfarrier@farmersagent.com

Associates
Insurance
Services LLC.
211 US-59

Kansas, OK  74347
Open: M-F 8:00-4:30

(918) 868-3502
800-725-5736

Rick Stubblefi eld, Agent

The
heaD QUarTers

HAIR SALON
315 N. 2nd

Stilwell, OK 74960

(918) 696-HAIR
                     (4247)

Owner/Hairdresser:
Judy Grant

• Locally Raised •
• Antibiotic Free •
• Hormone Free •

GROUND
BEEF

$600 lb.
   USDA Inspected

Call 479-461-3290
Pick Up & Delivery Available

Stilwell, OK

Family Owned Rx Since 1964
Prescription

Compounding Hormone
Replacement

     Pain Cream
             Nausea Vomiting

~ Transfer Your rx compound to Us ~

918-696-2500

State Farm
Providing Insurance
& Financial Services
Home Offi ce, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Larry N. Strauss,
Agent

114 W. Division
Stilwell, OK 74960

Bus. 918-696-4114

®

Let’s Eat...

coff ee • bakery • steaks

Stilwell, OK

ROBERTS & HART
Funeral Home
1428 S. Williams

Westville, OK 74965

ROBERTS-REED-CULVER
Funeral home

801 W. Locust St.
Stilwell, OK 74960

918-696-2136
• Available 24/7 •

Deb’s Hair Depot
24 N. 1st

Stilwell, OK
Owner–Darrell & Deby Lacie

Stylists:
          • Deby Lacie
          • Lana Williams
          • Rhonda Fletcher

918-696-3283

Feeders Supply, LLC
12 West Oak St.

Stilwell, OK 74960

Brad Kimble, Owner

918-696-7322

FOR SALE

719-263-4430

John Cullinane
“The Tractor Man”

• TRACTOR PARTS •
Mostly John Deere &

Antique Tractors:
Allis Chalmers,

John Deere & Others.

918-575-9609

Owner/Lindsey Miller

Stilwell, OK

What’s So Punny?
PUN FUN

They told me I’d never be good 
a poetry because I am dyslexic but 
so far I’ve made 3 jugs and a vase. 
Guess I showed them…

Got a funny pun? Send it to: 
straightforwardpress21@gmail.
com.

Puzzle Page
KRyPTO KONTEST

WEEK 6
Hello Krypto Kontestants...

this is already week 6!...but don’t 
worry, there is still plenty of time 
to  get  into  this  fun  filled  mind 
stimulating Kontest...there is now 
a new leader...David W. who broke 
the tie with a Korrekt Krypto from 
last week...he leads with 2 points...
here are this week’s numbers:

The  answer  is  17...you  are 
playing  with  5,  8,  23,  4,  15...
remember, you must use all 5 of the 
numbers, but each one only once, 
with any combination of addition, 
subtraction, mutliplication and 
division, in your expression that 

Place Your Ad

HERE!
4 Issues $40

Send Ad Copy To:
straightforwardpress21

@gmail.com

Early ‘90’s F250
DiESEL

Call Ryan
815-451-0187

equals 17.
Give it a try...you might be on 

your way to win a calculator and 
a  $25  gift  certificate  from  a  local 
merchant!

Send your entry to:
Krypto Kontest c/o Straight 

Forward FREE Press, POB 885, 
Stilwell, OK 74960.

(Copyright 2021. All rights 
reserved.)

 Fragrance
    & Flowers

323 So. 2nd
918-696-6056

Flowers - Gifts - More
• Bring Ad in for 10% Off •

LeT Us Know
whaT YoU ThinK?

Drop us a line to:
straightforwardpress21

@gmail.com
OR

Straight Forward
Free Press
P.O. Box 885

Stilwell, OK 74960.

TED’S
STILWELL 
DISCOUNT 
LUMBER
309 S. 2nd St.

• In-Store Shopping •
• Delivery •

918-696-8337

 Despite being extremely busy 
at this time of the year, working on 
preparing his team for the upcoming 
2021 Football season, second year 
coach Don Harrison gave this 
writer his valuable time to review 
the 2020 season and preview this 
year. One can only imagine how 
tough 2020 was for this coach 
and the team. Everyone was new 
to each other being it was Coach 
Harrison’s first year in Stilwell.

He previously had spent all 17 
years of his career in Arkansas 
where he had earned a reputation 
of turning unsuccessful programs 
around. Stilwell Football is 
certainly in need of a turnaround.
What  compounded  the  difficulty 
of starting anew in 2020 was 
COVID. Trying to work around 
the interruptions that COVID 
presented was daunting and finally 
shut the season down. Yet, in the 
Coach’s estimation and in spite 
of winning only one game, a 33-8 
blowout of Gentry, AR in game 2, 
there were a lot of bright spots.  

Coach Harrison got to know his 
players and to paraphrase his words, 
“Getting to know your team is the 
most important part of building a 
successful team and, ultimately, 
a successful program.” He also 
pointed out that it takes time, more 
than one or two years.

This writer asked him about the 
type of offense the fans can expect 
to see. He said, “We run a spread, 
in which we run the ball about 
60% of the time and use the pass 
to keep the defense honest.” Adam 
Phillips, Senior, will be “carrying 
the mail” most of the time behind 
a veteran offensive line, getting the 
handoff from one of 2 candidates 
battling it out for the staring role at 
quarterback,  Cainan  Mink,  Junior, 
and Trey Chuculate, Sophomore.
Coach said that both of these young 
men looked very good during the 
recent “controlled scrimmage” at 
Westville which included teams from 
Westville,  Jay,  and  Lincoln,  AR. 
While a decision for a starter has not 
yet been made, he is looking for one of 
the two to breakout in the upcoming 
home “scrimmage” against Grove, 
Thursday night, August 26 at 7 pm. 
Defensively, the Indians will run 3 
down linemen, 4 linebackers and 4 
defensive backs, known as a 3-4-4 
with lots of blitzing. The defense 
is being handled by newly hired 
defensive coordinator, Bo Collins, 
who came over this year from 
Lincoln, Arkansas.

This writer asked the Coach 
what he does to motivate the 
players and get them to believe 
they can win; he replied with this 
nugget, “Give an ‘atta boy’ instead 

Stilwell Indians Sports Spotlight
Football Special Report

A Chat with Head Coach Don Harrison
By John Bankel

of a yell.” And, as noted earlier, get 
to know your players. As we await 
the  first  game  of  the  year,  home 
against  Rogers,  a  7A  Arkansas 
school, on September 3 at 7 pm, we 
will get our first opportunity to “get 
to know the players” and root them 
on to victory. GO INDIANS!

Copyright 2021.  All rights 
reserved.

community
announcement:

STiLWELL
NUTRiTiON

CENTER
has RE-OPENED for 
Lunch and Recreation:

Pool, Cards & Conversation.
Come on By...

Bring a Friend!


