The

S traight F orward
Price: $0.00
Value: Priceless
Volume 1 • Issue 5

FREEPress
Stilwell, Adair County, Oklahoma

Thursday, July 29, 2021

Stilwell’s Passenger Train Depot Remembered
By Donna Boecher
In 1922, my grandmother,
Bertha Harris, rode the train from
the Arkansas River valley into
the Stilwell Depot with six of her
children–protecting them from
Typhoid Fever. My grandfather,
J. P., took them by wagon to Coon
Mountain, their new home in
Oklahoma. I rode the train yearly
from 1953 until 1961–10 years
before it stopped running. I came to
visit my grandparents a summer on
the farm in Zion! Like the children
getting to ride a “child size” train
announcing Vacation Bible School
(VBS) at First Christian Church, the
TRIP was and is special. I was safe
guarded by the conductor on the train;
the church children will be watched
over and taught the Bible by loving
church members. My grandfather
heard the whistle at Lyon Switch and
met me at the depot; VBS children
will be met with loving arms also.
Listen for the whistle, the train
is coming to town to announce
VBS at First Christian Church, an
experience not to be forgotten.
Vacation Bible School (VBS)
was held at First Christian Church
on the evenings of July 26, 27, and
28. Both children and adult Bible
School attendees raised $767
for the Stilwell Boys and Girls
Club. There was an average of 2730 children each night, and 20-25
adults; all were attending VBS.

The million dollar question is, “Where did this Ack Ack come
from?”

Children attending
VBS at First Christian
Church earlier this
week had a fun time
riding on the train. The
engine and each car
had a Bible verse written on them.

BIBLE SCHOOL ISN’T JUST
FOR
CHILDREN!
Vacation
Bible schools are a blessing to

Feature Story...

Watts Ack Ack Mystery

our community. It puts life in the
proper perspective: God, Family,
and community.

SPLFS Receives the John Harkey Best Friends Award

SPLFS members, Cathy Unger and Donna Boecher, accept the
John Harkey Best Friends Award at the FOLIO awards meeting.

On Wednesday, July 28th, Cathy
Unger and Donna Boecher were at
the Friends of Libraries in Oklahoma
(FOLIO) awards meeting in Norman,
OK to accept the “John Harkey Best
Friends Award.”
The award was predicated on
a pictorial notebook of events
accomplished by the Stilwell Public
Library Friends Society to raise
money in the year 2020-2021 to
support children’s program at the
library. The monetary award of $500
was released earlier in 2021 to the
Stilwell Library.

Congressman Mullin Attends Adair County Republican Party Meeting
Reported by John Bankel
At 12 noon, on Saturday, July
24, the Adair County Republican
Party held a potluck lunch meeting
at the Proctor Community Center. The meeting was well attended
and included District 86 State Representative David Hardin.
The highlight of this get together was the “food for thought” imparted to the audience by District
2 Congressman Markwayne Mullin. Mullin began his address with
a daunting description of what the
political climate in Washington,
DC is like today. He remarked that
during his nearly 6 years in office,
it has never been more menacing
to the preservation of America’s
freedom. However, by way of mitigation, he said he is confident that
the Republicans will win back the
House in 2022, telling us that there
are numerous highly-qualified,

courageous candidates running to
unseat Democrats in various highprofile races.
He further stated that the Senate
remains a toss-up.
The Congressman pointed out
that, despite DC politics, the most
important political arena is local politics. Taking care of one’s own backyard is job one. For Adair County,
that means electing principled officials with conservative values to the
city councils, the board of commissioners and, perhaps most important
of all, the school boards. He believes
that that will create a trickle-up effect
which, in the long run, will impact
the political makeup of the Federal
government.
At the conclusion of his speech,
the floor was opened to questions.
A very lively session ensued.
The meeting was adjourned at
around 2:30 pm by Adair County

Republican Party Chairman David
Pickle along with a thank you to
Congressman Mullin.   

By John Bankel
Ack, Beer, Charlie were used
as code in WW1 for the first 3
letters of the alphabet. In WW2,
they became Able, Baker, Charlie
and then, in the 1950’s, NATO
adopted Alpha, Bravo, Charlie for
international use. As one can see,
Charlie never left!...
The Anti-Aircraft cannon, a
double barreled, rapid fire weapon
was first used on American naval
vessels during WW1. It became
know as the “Ack Ack” for the first
2 letters in its name. Coincidentally,
when the gun was fired, in its rapid
alternating fashion, its staccato
sound somewhat simulated “ack
ack”, the sound of an anti-aircraft
cannon in attack.
One can see from the
accompanying photo, that each
turret was manned by a gunner
who sat in a semi-bucket metal
seat. He fed the magazine with
120mm shells and together the 2
gunners maneuvered the Ack Ack
into position as the enemy aircraft
appeared on the scene.
The Ack Ack was capable of
shooting as high as 60,000 feet,
so no plane could escape its sting.
When the shell exploded in the
air, the detonation created a shock
wave along with a cloud of black
smoke know as “flak.” Pilots
were intent on avoiding the flak
for when it hit the plane (or the
plane hit it), it was almost always
curtains for the craft and its crew,
as the shock wave ripped into the
plane’s fuselage.

One can only imagine the frantic
turmoil that approaching enemy
aircraft created on board a ship.
Without the Ack Ack, a vessel was
virtually defenseless.
The Ack Ack sitting alongside
the Watts police station/city clerk
office and in front of the City Park
has been a long standing subject of
discussion. The BIG QUESTION
is: “How did it get here?” No one
that this reporter has talked to
seems to know much of anything
about this magnificent vestige of
our military history.
One person said that the only one
that may have had an answer, is no
longer living. But surely someone
must know something? It had to
have been shipped, assembled or
unassembled, from another place?
As far as this writer knows,
Ack Acks don’t grow on trees in
Watts! All humor aside, one can
engage in extensive speculation
but getting to the bottom of the
mysterious appearance of this
genuine treasure of American naval
history will prove to be a challenging
assignment requiring some sleuthing,
yet, nonetheless, in the end, it will
surely bring its rewards.
If you, the reader, has any
information about this most
mysterious WW2 relic, please
contact this writer by email:
writewright@journalist.com or
snailmail: ACK ACK c/o John
Bankel, POB 885, Stiwell, OK
74960.
(Copyright 2021. All rights
reserved.)

his feathers over us, and we can trust
that His wings won’t let anything
harm us. Have you ever seen
young chickens come into another
area where there are full grown
hens? Be mindful, they haven’t
been introduced properly. They
will go after those other youngsters
to eliminate them, even though they
don’t have any chicks of their own
to protect. This allegory of the hen
shows that God can be trusted to
protect his children. He’s there.
What you are seeing or experiencing
may seem alarming. Don’t give up!
Your sanctuary is just there by you,
closer than your shadow.

Besides our Maker, each one
of us has a sanctuary of friends,
family, and neighbors. A kind and
loving word at the right moment
is uplifting (a mini sanctuary). A
neighbor calling to say he saw
one of your heifers on the road;
a daughter-in-law feeding your
cat for the weekend, or a friend
making you laugh while sharing
coffee with you is love reaching
out. Words spoken reach the heart
where they are reflected on the
spirit and the body.  
Today, be healthy and fearless.
Speak out and be a sanctuary for
someone.

God was a Farmer This Week
By Donna Boecher
With the outbreak of a new strain
of Covid, fear is running amuck
across Oklahoma.
However,
divine love is the answer to fear.
God thinks like a true farmer when
showing us how He works. We
don’t have to worry or fear, only
know that God is in control. He is
our sanctuary where there is rest,
restoration, and peace in times of
need. My mother-in-law’s favorite
Chapter in the Bible was Psalms
91 which says it all. The words:
terror, pestilence, destruction, and
death have no power.  
In Psalms 91, He says he will put
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The Lady in the Blue Sari

,

Dear John
Fred

Mullin It Over:

Today’s Dear John embraces
the institution of marriage...
Dear John,
I am a newlywed, about 2
months now. My husband and I
dated for quite a while because we
wanted to get to know each other
well before tying the knot. Now
I am finding out things about him
that really irritate me. For example,
he leaves the toilet seat up. I like it
down. He puts the toilet paper so
that it rolls from the bottom. It like
it from the top. And he scrunches
the tootpaste tube and leaves the
cap off. It looks disgusting. I like
to roll the tube from the bottom
and squeeze it and then put the cap
back on. I am starting to wonder
what else I will find out about him
that I don’t like? I am feeling
anxious. Should I be worried?
New To Marriage
Dear New, marriage would
go a lot smoother if one didn’t
have to live with their spouse,
but then it wouldn’t be marriage,
just a casual relationship. That’s
why dating hardly scratches the
surface. Dating is like looking at
a pool of water shimmering and
glistening in the sunlight as one
admires its beauty, yet, at the same
time, not knowing how cold nor
how deep the water is. One only
finds that out by jumping in. So
it is with marriage. Your concerns
are valid, but if little irritations
like you describe will keep you
from discovering the deeper things
within your spouse, then you will
prevent yourself from getting the
full measure of intimacy that a
marriage can become. For now,
since your are so new, set these
irritations aside and focus on what
turns you on about your spouse not
what turns you off. Look deeply
into the pools of his eyes and you
shall see.
Sincerely,
Dear John
Got a question? Email to:
dearjohn@writeme.com or snail
mail to: Dear John, POB 885,
Stilwell, OK 74960...Real names
will not be used...(Copyright 2021.
All rights reserved.)

If you got a story?
We’d love to print
it…just e-mail it to:

straightforwardpress21
@gmail.com.

Battling Substance Abuse
During Lockdowns
By Congressman Markwayne Mullin

It’s clear the COVID-19 pandemic and lockdowns had a devastating effect on those battling drug
addiction. According to new data
released by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, there were
more than 93,000 drug overdose
deaths in 2020. This is 30 percent
higher than 2019 and the highest
number in a single year on record.
Now, more than ever, we must
make sure people have access to the
treatment they need. I recently introduced the Excellence in Mental
Health and Addiction Treatment Act
of 2021, which gives every state the
opportunity to fully fund Certified
Community Behavioral Health Clinics (CCBHCs) in their communities
to expand access to high-quality
mental health and addiction services.
In 2014, Congress enacted
the bipartisan CCBHC Medicaid
demonstration program. Since the
program launched, CCBHCs have
dramatically improved access to
community-based opioid addiction
care. Today, 431 clinics are operating in 41 states, plus Washington,
D.C. and Guam.
The CCBHC pilot program in

Oklahoma has assisted those battling mental illness and substance
abuse disorders for the last four
years and the accomplishments are
incredible. In my district, Grand
Lake Mental Health Center has
seen a 95 percent reduction in inpatient psychiatric admissions in its
seven-county service area because
of the program. In 2015, before the
program began, there were 1,115
inpatient psychiatric admissions
in the Grand Lake Mental Health
Center service area. In 2018, there
were only 15.
CCBHCs have been a vital pillar
in supporting those battling mental
illness and substance abuse disorders for the last several years. My
legislation ensures the good work
being done in these communities
can continue and expands this successful program to more states. By
increasing access to treatment, we
can help ensure no more lives are
lost to drug overdoses.
Want to stay up-to-date on what
I’m doing in Oklahoma and Washington on your behalf? Sign up for
my newsletter by visiting Mullin.
house.gov/newslettersignup.

Puzzle Page
Krypto Kontest
“Week 2 Re-Run”
In the Week 1 edition of the
Krypto Kontest no one scored.
The “playing field” is still all even.
There is a change in the number of
Kryptos needed to win the contest
and claim the prize of a calculator
and $25 gift card. That number is
now 5.
This week’s Krypto uses 5 as
the answer. You are playing with:

15, 2, 8, 19, 3
Using ALL these numbers,
the task is to write an expression
using any combination of addition,
subtraction, multiplication and
division that equals 5. Good luck.
Send your solution to:
Krypto Kontest
c/o Straight Forward FREE
Press
POB 885
Stilwell, OK 74960

Back-To-School Bash Set for Aug. 14
The Mid-County Community
Organization and Baron Baptist
Church are coming together for a
Back-To-School Bash to be held
on Saturday, August 14, from 5:00
p.m. to dark.
The church will be providing a
bounce house, lesson, hot dogs, chips
and a drink for free! Mid-County
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Community Organization will also
have school supplies to give out, as
well as a horse shoe tournament,
corn hole tournament, and volleyball.
Then at dark there will be Fireworks
by the Smith Family!
Bring your family and come
have a fun evening!
There will also be vendors.

What’s So Punny?
Pun Fun

–Never discuss infinity with
a mathematician; they can go on
about it forever.
–What do you call the wife of a
hippie? A Mississippi.
–What’s the difference between
an African elephant and an Indian
elephant? About 3,000 Miles.
Look for more Pun Fun in the
next issue...
To OUR readers: If you have
a funny pun, please send it in by
email: straightforwardpress21@
gmail.com or to Straight Forward
Free Press, P.O. Box 885, Stilwell,
OK 74960.

Part 5
By Donna Boecher
I continued hoping, knowing,
and praying that my phone would
ring with word about Lydia.
We moved from Chaiwallah to
Chaiwallah throughout the View
Carre, from Decatur to Rampart and
Canal Street to Esplanade. There
wasn’t a window or doorways we
didn’t look through. Nothing. But
always, we asked about the Auntie
in the Blue Sari.
We hadn’t followed up on
the congregation at St. Joseph’s
Church on Tulane because that’s
where I attended, and I hadn’t seen
Lydia in attendance. Unless…
she’d changed her sari and altered
her walk. Many of the “aunties”
wore saris or salwar kameez with
dupatta (Look it up on the internet.)
around their head and shoulders.
That was a possibility. From her
good works, I couldn’t imagine her
not going to worship. I’d caught
her walking on my cell. Perhaps
I should study her walk and start
monitoring the area between the
Vieux Carre and my church. I’d
find Auntie yet. God had plans for
us and for Alex. I called Alex and
we met at my office to plan our
next foray. Perhaps, Lydia’s life
was outside the Vieux Carre!
In a modification of what
the military did after Hurricane
Katrina, we marked off 1/2 mile
(8 blocks square) grids that
flanked the trolly line to the end
of its tracks. We went west on the
Canal line as far as City Park, and
southwest along the St. Charles
Avenue on S. Carrollton Avenue.
I asked for blessings on our task
because we would be working in

hurricane season through early
December. It was July now. The
hotter the weather, the better the
chance of hurricane weather. It
might get rough! The minimum
would be tropical storm winds and
drenching rains.
We shadowed the different trolly
and bus routes through the Garden
District and Uptown. Where was
Lydia? Then one afternoon she
stepped off the trolly that stopped at
Audubon Park across from Loyola
University. We were sitting at a park
bench sharing a shrimp po’boy to
pass the time as we waited.
“Alex, there she is! You won’t
know her, she’s not in a sari.
Wonder where she changed out of
her sari, and why? She’s the one in
white slacks and top. See her?”
“Yes, her hair is so pretty–long
and dark.” Where’s she going?”
“She’s stepping up to the door
of Holy Name of Jesus Church, we
need to wait until she comes out.
It may be a while. Glad I brought
paper and pen for my next article.”
Trashing our lunch wrappers in a
nearby container, I started writing,
while Alex applied himself to his
map of the streets around us. We
might need to move quickly when
Lydia stepped out again. An hour
passed and suddenly there was
movement.
“Tom, she’s moving west on the
sidewalk toward Carrollton.”
“Be casual, don’t hurry, let’s
stroll.”
“Did you see anything different
on her, Tom?”
“Yes, she’s carrying a book
bag.”
(Copyright 2021. All rights
reserved.)

Dear Readers,

Innovation
and
imagination
are
the
hallmarks
of
American ingenuity. Pure genius may be another way of saying it. And
FREEDOM makes it all happen.
At The Straight Forward FREE Press, we are re-imagining the
LOCAL NEWSPAPER. First of all, we bring only local news, local
events, local people, local places. We believe that is what local folks
want. Secondly, we believe that the LOCAL NEWSPAPER should be
FREE to the reader. Finally, we believe that the LOCAL NEWSPAPER
should operate as a community service, an outreach channel, a not for
profit enterprise.
The Straight Forward FREE Press is sponsored by The Golden
Mind Learning Foundation Inc., a non-profit, faith based community
outreach organization. Our mission is to provide not only information
but also interesting and entertaining content. We are developing
an innovative newspaper model. And as we move forward, we invite
our readers to participate, in what we believe, will be an exciting
journey into the future of Adair County, not only in reading the paper,
but also in giving us feedback.
Let us know what is on your mind or if you have a newsworthy item,
send it to: straightforwardpress21@gmail.com. Looking forward to
serving you, our Reader.
The Staff,
The Straight Forward FREE Press
P.S. A special thanks goes out to our advertisers and to all those
who have given us encouragement. Without their support, we could
not carry on and keep the paper FREE. And, since we are a non-profit
enterprise, we also accept donations. If you would like to donate any
amount you may mail a check or money order made payable to Straight
Forward FREE Press, POB 885, Stilwell, OK 74960.

★

ADAIR COunTy
911 OFFICE

Adair County
E-911 Trust Authority
is seeking qualified applicants
for position of:

911/EMS Director

Director Needed for 911/EMS

GEnERAL SUMMARY: Directs the staff unit responsible for the administration and operation of the Adair County E-911 Center within the guidelines of Federal, State and Local laws,
County policies and procedures and department regulations. Works with government ofﬁcials,
emergency agencies, employees, vendors, contractors, consultants, commissioners, and the
public to provide administrative emergency response support. The person in this position
reports to the Adair County E-911 Trust Authority on all matters. Management or supervisory
experience and good oral and written communication skills are preferred. Salary based on
qualiﬁcations and experience.

Resumes may be submitted in person, by mail, or email:
tina.adair911@gmail.com; Adair County 911, 220 w. Division St.,
Stilwell, oK 74960; (basement of the Courthouse),
and will be accepted through August 4, 2021.
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Celebration of
Life Service
for Jeff S. Brown
to be Held July 31
There will be a “Celebration of
Life” service for Jeff S. Brown on
Saturday, July 31, 2021, at 10:00
am at Westark Church of Christ,
900 North Waldron, Fort Smith,
AR 72903.
Jeff, who was married to Donna
Spencer, passed away on July 24,
2020, and a gathering was not
possible due to the pandemic.

Saved
By Grace
By George S. Roberts

As we are studying the real part
of us who we are, the soul. Through
this series we have seen many
instances in our Bible whereby
folks who have departed are not
dead, but their soul is somewhere
else. Now the body or vehicle they
were in is dead and in the ground
awaiting the resurrection. And we
know God in the beginning created
us as 3-part beings. Spirit, soul and
body, 1st Thessalonians 5:23. But
because of sin entering in the world,
it affects all areas of life especially
the body. We see in Luke 16:19-31
the account of the rich man and
Lazarus. In reading this we see how
Lazarus was carried by the angels to
Abrahams Bosom a paradise place
under the earth. Note the rich man
is in a place of torment on the other
side of Paradise. In verse 23 he
lifted up his eyes being in torment.
Interesting the soul has eyes, and he
was feeling the torment of the flame
verse 24 although his body was in
the ground, he had his feelings
intact. We know this account is in
the Gospels under the law as the
Revelation of the mystery (Grace)
given to Paul was not revealed
yet. So, in articles to come we will
discuss where the Old Testament
saints are currently at. And in the
age of Grace where those saints are
at and go at death.
THE GOSPEL THAT SAVES
“I declare unto you the gospel
which I preached unto you, which
also ye have received, and wherein
ye stand; by which also ye are
saved ... how that Christ died for
our sins according to the scriptures;
And that he was buried, and that he
rose again the third day according
to the scriptures:” 1st Corinthians
15:1-4 (KJB)
Blessings to all.

COMING SOON
The Straight Forward
FREE Press

ONLINE...Stay Tuned!
PROVERB POWER

“A merry heart doeth good,
like a medicine:
but a broken spirit
drieth the bones.”
Proverbs 17:22 (KJV)

COMING SOON
Stilwell Indians Sports Spotlight
All-Sports Recap & Highlights
of the 2020-21 Season
2021 Fall Sports Forecasts...

Obituaries

Columbus “Stoney” Eagle

March 30, 1947 – July 18, 2021

Columbus “Stoney” Eagle, son of Jim and Maude (Flynn) Eagle, was born on
March 30, 1947 in Stilwell, Oklahoma and departed this life to be with our Lord
on Sunday, July 18, 2021 in Fayetteville, Arkansas at 74
years of age.
Stoney married the love of his life, LouAnn (Daughtry)
Eagle, on December 31, 1970.
Together they had 3 children: Sherri Denise Cooksey
and husband Michael, Sheryl Dawn Barnes, Michael Duane
Eagle and Brandi Eagle. Grandchildren: Michael Cooksey,
Jr., Cody Bean Cooksey, Drew Barnes, Nicole Cooksey,
Aubrey Barnes, Tyler Eagle. Great-Grandchildren: Kyde
Barnes, Cody Lane Cooksey, Adam Phillips, Talon Barnes,
Madallie Barnes, Paisley Eagle. Stoney had 4 brothers: Junior Sonny Eagle,
Lawrence Eagle, Eugene Butch Eagle and James Garland Eagle. 5 sisters: Daisy
Eagle, Christine Feeling, Louise Littlejohn, Deloris Eagle, and Dorthy Foster.
He was a member of Salem Baptist Church and became a Deacon of the church
on December 14, 1997.
Stoney loved going to the car races with his friends, going on 4-wheeler trail
rides, enjoyed going to his cabin and watching wrestling on Monday nights. He
loved his friends and family.
His hobbies included working on his ’69 Chevy, hunting, fishing and playing
with his grandkids.
His church family will miss his Cherokee singing and dedication to his church.
He will be missed by his family and friends.
Funeral services were held at 1:00 pm on Friday, July 23, 2021 at Salem Baptist
Church, Stilwell, Oklahoma with Bro. Gary Flynn officiating. Interment followed
under the direction of Roberts/Reed-Culver Funeral Home, Stilwell, OK.

Dale LeRoy Oxford

July 5, 1967 – July 5, 2021

Sunday July 5, 2021, Dale LeRoy Oxford passed away at the age of 54 from
a sudden illness.
Dale was born July 5, 1967, to Rita Yvonne Oxford-Lewis
in Siloam Springs, Arkansas. He graduated in 1985 from
Kansas High School and worked construction for many years.
Dale had a huge passion for Raiders Football. Loved
to fish and camp. Also enjoyed spending his time looking
for arrowheads.
Dale is preceded in death by his stepfather, James
Lewis, grandparents, Newt and Nellie Oxford. He is
survived by his daughter, Krystal Willis, 15, of Kansas
Oklahoma. Mother, Rita Yvonne Oxford-Lewis of Kansas, Oklahoma. Sister,
Angie Headrick of Siloam Springs, Arkansas. Nephews, Colby Wheeler of
Kansas, Oklahoma, Levi Wheeler of Tulsa, Oklahoma. Aunt, Wanda Rector of
Fayetteville, Arkansas.
Funeral services were held Friday July 23, 2021, at 10:00 am in Westville,
Oklahoma at Roberts & Hart Funeral Home. Flowers and donations may be sent
to 1428 S. Williams St., Westville, Oklahoma 74965.

Donald “Don” Ray Woods

August 13, 1964 – July 10, 2021

Donald “Don” Ray Woods was born on August 13, 1964 to Bobby and
Shirley Woods of Madera, California. He peacefully left
this world surrounded by his wife Crystal Woods, along
with 2 children. His son, Donald Ray Woods, Jr. and his
daughter, Judith Elizabeth Renee’ Woods. Also his sister,
Roxanna and husband Aaron Moiser and son, Austin
Woods, brother-in-law, Benjamin Allinson and wife Mary,
nephew, Isaiah Allinson, sister-in-law, April and husband
Robert Bradshaw. He is also survived by many nieces,
nephews, other family members and numerous friends.
He was preceded in death by his father, Bobby Woods,
mother, Shirley Woods, mother-in-law, Judith Allinson, older sister, Regina Long,
little brother ,Ron Woods and so many others that he knew.
Private family services.
Roberts/Reed-Culver Funeral Home, Stilwell, OK.

Kathryn Ann Pack Waring
May 22, 1958 – July 21, 2021

Kathryn Ann Pack Waring was born in Stilwell, Oklahoma on May 22, 1958...
she was 63. She was raised in different communities in Adair County. Her Mother
Mary Emmaline ‘Davis’ Pack and Father Bill William Pack
has roots so deep in Adair county that Kathy will forever
be a part of this eternal family tree. She left Oklahoma only
once when she married her husband of 35 years–Michael
Waring. They married in Memphis on December 20, 1985,
and then returned to Canehill, Arkansas in 1995 where they
live to this day. Kathy will always be a part of her home that
she so loved...the birds the flowers and her love of all things
natural will surely be missed in this world. She died at home
in Michaels’s arms and left on a golden path to heaven on
July 21, 2021. Everyone knows that she is a pure and loving soul...one of those that
you can depend on for the truth and logical answers to people’s dilemmas. She was
truly a gift from the Lord and those that knew her were blessed. She should and will
always be known for her kindness and compassion for others.
She leaves to carry on her legacy to her sister, Oleta Stayathome and John,
brother, Terry Pack and Letha, brother, Jerry Pack and brother, Joe Pack and
Becky. There are so many nieces and nephews of Kathy’s that they are truly too
many to mention. Though Angel, Christy, Hadlee, Flea, Timmy, Lil Jerry all
deserve special credit for caring for heaven’s newest angel.
Kathy is preceded in death by her Sisters, Myrtle Louise Monholand, Betty
Elizabeth Brown, Judy Emmaline Chuculate, Barbara Sue Luchs, Teresa Gail
Pack. She is preceded by her older brothers, Watie William Pack, Jessie Dewayne
Pack, Donnie Ray Pack. All of her family was born in Adair county and all of the
preceded family members have been laid to rest in Pilgrim Rest Cemetery.
Kathryn always kept a private prayer box by her chair... many times she would
sit and write a long prayer to God asking for guidance for different family members
going through different situations in life. She has taught many people during her time
on this earth the difference between Grace and Mercy...she has been truly blessed
and we have been blessed to have known and loved her. Thank you, Kathryn.
Graveside services were held at 11:00 am on Monday, July 26, 2021 at Pilgrim
Rest Cemetery, Stilwell, OK with Bro. Larry Eubanks officiating. Interment
followed under the direction of Roberts/Reed-Culver Funeral Home, Stilwell, OK.

Lorene (Pritchett) Bean

June 1, 1946 – July 14, 2021

Lorene (Pritchett) Bean was welcomed into this world on June 1st, 1946 in
Tahlequah, Oklahoma, the daughter of Tom and Betty Pritchett.
Lorene was the oldest of 7 siblings. She grew up at an early age to help her
dad raise her siblings. They spent some time in Chicago and then moved back to
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Westville, where she graduated from Christie and met the love of her life, Luchin
Bean. They were married and had 3 children: Larry, Lenora
and Lisa. Together they made a home and family, literally
from their bare hands.
Lorene loved working in the yard, flowers, plants and
anything that got her outdoors. She was a very good softball
player. Lorene and her team mates were champions. She
had many trophies and was very proud too! She enjoyed
reading Nora Roberts books, watching wrestling, OKC
Thunder games were like parties to her and she enjoyed
every minute. One of the things that she was most interested
in was genealogy. She would spend all day at libraries or cemeteries.
She cherished the time she spent with her children and grandchildren. Lorene
took care of people until the day she left this world. She was a friend to everyone.
She loved everyone and they loved her too!
Lorene was preceded in death by her husband: Luchin Wayne Bean, parents:
Tom and Betty Pritchett, niece: Nancy Pritchett, brothers: Odell Pritchett, Jim
Tom Pritchett and sister: Anita Newman.
She is survived by her children: Larry Wayne Bean, Lenora Lynn Unger, Lisa Marie
Kidd, grandchildren: Jaselyn Kidd, Kristin Kidd, Blake Kidd, Selena Hensley, Hannah
Hensley, Jeffery Scott Tribble, Jr. and wife Kory, Samuel Unger, Thomas Unger, great
grandchildren: Jett Smith, Jayden Lobato, Jensen Lobato, Joshua Kayd Tribble, Luchin
Tribble, brothers: Jake Pritchett and wife Narcie, Butch Pritchett and wife Edith, sister:
Caroline Pritchett, sisters-in-law: Janice Pritchett, Julie Pritchett, special sons-in-law:
Jason Kidd, George Unger and Steve Hensley, a host of nieces, nephews, other relatives,
friends, a very special friend: Linda Robinson and her special BFF: Pixie.
Funeral services were held at 2:00 pm on Tuesday, July 20, 2021 at Roberts/
Reed-Culver Chapel, Stilwell, OK with Bro. Bill Woods officiating. Interment
followed at Blackwood Cemetery, Stilwell, OK.

Lori Lee Clinton

February 13, 1968 – July 16, 2021

Lori Lee Clinton, born February 13, 1968 in Pasadena, Texas to Henry (Coke)
Lee Clinton and Alta Mae (Kent) Arnell, went to her heavenly home on Friday,
July 16, 2021 in Muskogee, Oklahoma with her daughters and niece by her side.
She is preceded in death by her parents, Henry Lee and
Alta Mae; and her brothers, Micheal Owen Clinton and
Stephen Boyd Clinton.
Lori is survived by her children, Carmin Calicott of
Stilwell; Amber Calicott of Stilwell; Sarah Cruz and
husband David Cruz of Stilwell and Rosia Retana of
Stilwell; her grandchildren, Jesus Garcia, Kimberly Garcia,
Esai Torres, Luis Garcia, Lucus Clinton, Bianca Garcia,
Veronica Garcia, Esme Cruz, Cayleigh Garcia, Christian
Garcia, Eugenia Cruz, Lexia Cruz and Leeah Cruz, all of
Stilwell; her niece, Shellie Lisenbee of Stilwell; her nephews, Henry Tyler Clinton
and Colby Kuehler; 3 great nieces and 1 great nephew; her aunt, Betty Kent New;
and other loving aunts and cousins.
Many people knew her as Lori, but to the ones that loved her the most, she was
known as mom and nana. She loved her daughters and grandchildren very much,
she was so proud of all of them. They meant the world to her.
One of her favorite things to do was to be around all of her grandchildren,
just watching them put joy in her heart. She also enjoyed reading books, doing
crossword puzzles and playing games on her phone.
Lori made friends with anyone she came across, she would do anything for
them. She thought of her friends as family, too. She is known to be kind, sweet
and fun to be around.
Funeral services were held at 1:00 pm on Thursday, July 22, 2021 at Roberts/
Reed-Culver Chapel, Stilwell, OK with Bro. Don Waldrop officiating. Interment
followed at Stilwell City Cemetery, Stilwell, OK.

Pedro “Pete” Perez Castillo

December 12, 1958 – July 19, 2021

Pedro “Pete” Perez Castillo, born the son of Emilio Perez and Susanna CastilloPerez.
He was born December 12, 1958 in San Luis Potosi,
Mexico and departed this life in Stilwell, Oklahoma on
Monday, July 19th, 2021 at 62 years of age.
Pedro worked at the Webbers Falls Farm. He really
enjoyed Greenleaf Nursery. He was known as “Don
Pedro”. He worked for Greenleaf for 24 years.
He was a hard worker, a man who helped anyone,
always had a smile. He became paralyzed in 2014, the
same year that he accepted the Lord into his life.
Pedro’s favorite days were when he first became a proud Papaw and a U.S. Citizen.
He loved watching wrestling with his Chico, futbol (soccer) with his son-inlaw, sports with his wife and novella “Spanish Soap Opera” with his daughters. He
was always joking around, singing and whistling. He loved his Dallas Cowboys
and his favorite soccer team, Mexico.
Pedro was preceded in death by his father: Emilio Perez, Blasa Perez and his
first wife: Marilyn Canoe-Perez.
He is survived by his loving, caring wife: Pauletta Wolfe-Perez of 27 years, his
children: all of Stilwell, OK, Shawn and Misty Perez, Alicia and Fernando Martinez,
Pedro “Petie” Perez, Steppen and Tosha Wolfe, Angela Perez, a special son: Jose
Luis Juarez, a special brother: Scott “Cochino” Wolfe, his siblings: Beto Soliz,
Maria Perez, Valente Perez, Julia Perez and Olivo Perez, all of Mexico, Rufino
Perez of Nevada, Boni and Emilio Perez of Florida, Lucia Perez, Otilia Perez and
Tomasa Perez, all of Arkansas, Chon Perez from Georgia, many nieces, nephews,
other family members and all of his grandbabies who love and miss their Papaw.
Pedro will be missed and loved by many family members and friends.
Funeral services were held at 1:00 pm on Monday, July 26, 2021 at Roberts/
Reed-Culver Chapel, Stilwell, OK with Bro. Ross Wolfe officiating. Interment
followed at Stilwell City Cemetery, Stilwell, OK.

Ruby J. Robison

November 25, 1932 – July 17, 2021

Ruby J. Robison, daughter of Thomas and Laura Carter, was born on November
25, 1932 in Stigler, Oklahoma. She was the youngest
of five siblings: Edger, Norman, Jr. and Nelma. Ruby
departed this life on Saturday, July 17, 2021.
She was married to the love of her life, Wade Robison,
for 59 years before his passing in 2012.
Ruby was a homemaker for most of her life. She lived
life to the fullest, loved animals (big and small), the great
outdoors, her family and friends.
She was the mother of two sons, Dale and Larry Robison.
Grandmother to Jody and Joel Curtis, Tammie and Alex
Paradez, Dayleen and Curt Coleman, Derek and Kathleen MacLeod.
Great-Grandmother to Jacob, Jenna, Nathan, Tyler, Elizabeth, Sidney, Reece
and Rhett.
Graveside services were held at 1:00 pm on Wednesday, July 28, 2021 at Milton
Cemetery, Milton, OK with Bro. Larry Eubanks officiating. Interment followed
under the direction of Roberts/Reed-Culver Funeral Home, Stilwell, OK.
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On The Campaign Trail

TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES

Today’s Trail Talks About

By Russell Turner

Most people my age can
remember the old game show Truth
or Consequences; the contestants
could take home a small fortune,
or they could leave empty handed
because of the choices made in the
game. In reality life is also full of
consequences, we don’t see them
immediately as we would during a
30-minute television show. I have
watched the spectacle unfolding
with the Texas democrat legislators
high tailing it to Washington DC to
prevent a quorum and stop a piece
of legislation aimed at making
voting more efficient and legal in
the Lone Star State.
We Americans need to
realize that elections do have
consequences, for our nation to
remain a free country we must have
elections free of fraud and cheating.
The democrats are advocating
voting without voter verification
or signature verification among
other things. If we were to buy into
their rhetoric, you would think that
many people are so ignorant that
they are incapable of conforming
to any regulation whatsoever. If
the democrats truly believe their
propaganda, maybe they should be
working to eliminate any conditions
for those people to go take a drivers
test and get insurance so that they
would be legal to drive an auto on
public thoroughfares. Anyone with
half a brain knows there would be
disastrous consequences with such
a scenario, you would have people
who knew nothing about the proper
way to operate an automobile
causing complete mayhem on our
streets. We are witnessing complete
mayhem in our Executive Branch
of government because of people
being manipulated by a political
party that wants everyone to vote
even if they are illegal to do so.
Just one catastrophe is the new
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regime’s policy concerning the
southern border of this country.
The democrats are quick to absolve
one segment of our society from
any qualification to vote, but those
of us who work for a living are
having to bear an ever-increasing
bunch of regulations just to make a
living, they are willing to have the
full force of government to come
down on us if we fail to comply.
I have witnessed what lax
election laws can do to all levels
of government, ballot harvesting
and shady absentee voting has
helped install totally worthless
government officials. True patriots
have a higher sense of right and
wrong, most of them will refrain
from stooping to shady practices
just to get elected. Once a wise
man told me that when it comes
to people running for public office
there are two kinds, one group is
only running to be somebody and
the other group is running to do
the right thing for our country. I
have found that the latter group
has a very hard time overcoming
the shadiness that seems to be
spreading in our nation. In the last
presidential election, we are told
that everything was on the up and
up; in my opinion if that was the
case, the elites did everything to
make it look fraudulent.
Yes, there are consequences
and I believe that when the truth
is actually known the liberals
will get their just deserts. The
majority of American people
want to have honest elections
without all of the shady deals we
are currently witnessing. We will
have the midterm elections next
year, and it is my hope that the
hide and seek democrats who are
supporting elections that will not
be fair and honest will have some
consequences of their own.
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If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their
wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive
their sin, and will heal their land.
– 2 Chronicles 7:14 (KJV)

Commentary by John Bankel

RULE CHANGERS CHANGE RULES
The 10th Amendment to
the United States Constitution
stipulates that any power not
specifically given to the Federal
Government belongs to the prevue
of the individual states. Originally,
the Federal Government was given
2 powers: Regulation of interstate
commerce and providing for the
common defense against enemies,
foreign and domestic.
One can readily see that the
Feds have far exceeded their
constitutional mandate. How that
happened is a long story not suitable
for a single column. However, one
thing is certain: the rules, along the
way have been changed.
Today we are faced with
another attempt, by the democrats,
to change the rules, now and
forever. What am I talking
about? There is legislation known
as the “For The People Act”
(a gross misnomer), which has
already passed the House and is
now before the Senate. This “Act”,
and a bad “Act” it is, if passed into
law, would completely change the
way in which our elections are
conducted. It would federalize
our elections. It would completely
hand the elections and their results
over to the party that is in power.
And since the democrats are in
power, one can only surmise what
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the filibuster and ultimately pass
the “For The People Act.” I, for
one, am praying that they will not
cave in to the pressure that they
most assuredly are feeling.
There have been necessary
rule changes in government
throughout our history but this
one is not only not necessary, but
represents a ultimate power grab
by the democrat party. Let the
states remain sovereign as a buffer
against an avaricious political
party: the democrats.
The end of the Trail has come.
Till the next Trail begins, may your
Trail take you to where you want
to go.
John Bankel can be reached by
email: writewright@journalist.
com
(Copyright 2021. All rights
reserves.)
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a disaster that would present. An
analogy to this situation would
be like letting the fox guard the
henhouse.
Imagine if this passes into
law? The democrats would have
a jubilant celebration of their total
control of America. And that is not
a pretty picture if one is at all paying
attention to their agenda of open
borders, out of control spending,
fomenting racism, marxism in the
classroom, defunding the police,
allowing criminals carte blanche in
the streets of our cities, ripping the
guts out of our constitution with
gun control, silencing free speech,
and turning our free nation into a
marxist nightmare.
I cannot imagine a more
critical piece of legislation in our
nation’s history. There is an old
saying that goes like this: Politics
can sometimes make for strange
bedfellows.
There are 2 Democrat Senators
that are standing strong, tall
and resolute in preventing this
legislation from being passed. They
are Senator Joe Manchin (WVa)
and Senator Kyrsten Sinema (AZ),
who refuse to budge on getting
rid of the filibuster and as long as
the filibuster is intact, the Senate
Democrats are stymied because
they will need 60 votes to break
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